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CONDITIONS. 

I. The work to be neatly printed, upon the best Patna 
Paper, 

II. The Subscription to be Sixty-four Rupees, a price which, 
it is hoped, may appear moderate, compared to some other pub- 
lications. 

III. Each Volume to be delivered to the Subscribers, as 
soon as finished, and to be paid for on delivery, 

IV. The Printing to be commenced as soon as a Hundred 
Names shall be subscribed. 

V. Although the Translator has divested himself of all pe- 
cuniary Views, he cannot venture on the Expense attending this 
Publication, but after the Subscription shall have amounted to a 
hundred names, so as to encourage the Printer to go on with his 
work. 

Subscriptions wiul be received 
By Captain THORNHILL, 

Mr. PHILIP OA CRUZE, in the China Bazar, 
and 

By Mr. JAMES WHTrE, at his Printing Office. 
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placed in the English funds, for the education of my children sent 
to England, 1 thought it full as proper to transfer them to the 
benefit of the British insolvent debtors in Bengal. 

Not that I am unaware of the censure passed upon the ex- 
clusiveness of that disposition ; but there were strong motives 
for it. — In a sojourn of more than thirty years in India, and in 
particular in Bengal, I have obliged, assisted, relieved, an infinity 
of Indians and other Asiaticks, made the fortune of some, and 
have never met with any other return than perfect indfference or 
the blackest ingratitude. — The case is very different with the 
British. Taken up by them after a ship- wreck, I have been assist- 
ed and relieved with so much generosity, that at last a small 
competency was put in my way ; and the only return I ever made 
for such important benefits, amounts to one or two advices con- 
veyed to Government, and some small trifling relief afforded to 
five or six individuals wrecked or distressed ; a merit too dimi- 
nutive certainly to be set to account in the line of return. — In 
restricting, therefore, to British insolvent debtors only, the bene- 
fits of this publication, I am conscious of acting with great pro- 
priety ; nor is this any new thought. The worthy Captain Thorn- 
hill, whose probity and benevolence are universally known, will- 
I hope, aver that having so early as the year 1774, dedicated a 
yearly sum of a thousand Rupees to a charitable society at the 
head of which he v%^as, I broke my connections with it, on their 
objecting to my restricting the donation to British insolvent 
debtors only, against the spirit of the institution. 

Unluckily for me, (and my regrets fall entirely upon the use 
I intend now to make of the work) this publication has unavoid- 
ably lost by delays and contretemps^ the only merit it could pre- 
tend to, which was NOVKLTY. — It is now superseded and totally 
eclipsed by a gentleman well known in the literary world, and in 
the line of translation in particular, who by publishing his General 
History of India, (a work greatly superior to this in arrangement 
and perspicuity of subject, as well as elegance of style) has very 
nearly rendered this slender performance superfluous and nuga- 
tory. However, as 1 cannot divest myself totally of all regard 
for twenty-four folio quires of paper, that have cost me so much 
money, and so much bodily labour ; and as I fancy tiiat the gim- 
erality of that gentleman’s plan cannot have admitted an infinity 



( 4 ) 


of facts and details peculiar to this performance ; I cannot help 
flattering^ myself that this humble offering of a well meaning in- 
dividual will still find grace with the .public. 

Although this address be possibly too long already, fain 1 
am to add two shQ.rt articles more. — A year ago, I intended to 
print the first Volume at my own expense, and to submit that 
trial to an indulgent public ; but the copy sent to England by 
triplicate, having cost me more than two thousand rupees ; and 
my little competency (now greatly impaired by misfortunes and 
bankruptcies, as well as by a variety of infidelities, that have at 
last forced me to look out for some livelihood in Calcutta) being 
unable to furnish the great expense required by this publication! 
I have thought it expedient to supplicate the public on that head, 
rather than to give any trouble to a gentleman skilled in Persian, 
who had in 1786 generously offered his patronage, for the pur- 
pose of getting it printed here by subscription. 

All, or by much the greatest part of the persons spoken of 
in this History, were to have a plate in their proper places ; and 
plates were also to be occasionally inserted, of fortresses, palaces, 
buildings, arms, ceremonies, &c., &c . ; but all that is become im- 
possible, or nearly so ; the five hundred miniatures sent for that 
purpose to England being still there.— Nevertheless, as a few 
miniatures have been procured since, and others may be found 
amongst the curious of Calcutta, this publication may still have 
some plates, or rather as many as the public shall encourage. 

This performance having been originally intended for Euro- 
pean readers, was of course interspersed with a variety of notes 
and remarks, absolutely necessary to them ; and although there 
is no doubt of their becoming nearly superfluous in India, yet it 
has been surmised that they would not prove totally unacceptable 
to some Indian readers, even in Bengal ! and they have been 
therefore suffered to stand as they w'ere. 
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This History, although dedicated to Governor Hastings, 
was not addressed to him in London, (it was intended to regale 
him with the surprise of it) but to a correspondent, eminent in 
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the mercantile line, who was informed that it had been hurried 

thither in the rough state in which it was, merely to afford some 

« 

timely assistance to that great man, by elucidating upon so com- 
petent and so unconcerned an evidence as our historian, several 
articles that went far towards clearing the Governor's character, 
These wvre “ the high opinion conceived by the natives of his 
"talents for Government, and the attachment they bore to his 
" person ; the falsehood of the Rohillah nations having been ex- 
" tirpated, or even intended for extirpation ; the just grounds on 
"which Shudjah-ed-doulah went to war with them ; the erroneous 
" opinion conceived by some persons of the treasure in the hands 
" of the Princess at Feizbad, which they fancied to be private 
" property, whereas it was public property, deposited as such by 
" that Prince himself at a particular conjuncture, which our author 
" points out with its date and motive ; the opinion of the natives 
" on Nandecomar’s death ; and their detestation of the persecu- 
" lion undergone by the Governor from General Clavering and 
" his party." — All those points, with some more, were to be set in 
a strong light by this publication. — Rut in the rough state in 
which it had been hurried to England, it unavoidably wanted 
much correction in the distribution and divisions of the subject, 
in the punctuation of the sense, and in the style ; all which defects 
required the inspection of a reviewer before it could be sent to 
thepress. — Unfortunately, the person to whose judgment and 
care the whole had been submitted, (and this was no less than an 
eminent historian in a nation that has now taken the lead of all 

n 

Europe, after having been for several centuries shockingly defec- 
tive in that branch of literature) unfortunately, I say, that gentle- 
man proved to be deaf, and upon his death-bed ; so that my cor- 
respondent, unable to spare any time himself for the inspection 
of this work, was obliged to lay it by, until a person properly 
qualified might be found out, and, of course, until fresh instruc- 
tions should come from India. But such an incident being likely 
to take up a whole year more, and the original intent of the pub- 
lication being totally marred and already defeated, there remained 
no other resource than that of supplicating the British public in 
Bengal, instead of addressing the British public in London. — 
This alteration was followed by another. Instead of applying 
the profits of this publication to the benefit of the little sum I had 



The SEIR^MUTAQHERIN^ a Review of Madern Times 
(or, more correctly. The Manners of the Moderrfs) is the chronicle 
of the decay of the Moghul Empire and Mahomedan dominatiozi 
of India during the reigns of the seven last Emperors o£ 
Hindustan. It was written in Persian in 1780 A.D. (1194 A.H.J 
by Syed Gholam Hossein Khan, a Moslem Nobleman, who used, 
with his father, to reside at the Court of the Nawabs of Bengal, 
Behar and Orissa. 

As will be seen from the opinions quoted on another page,, 
the work has been spoken of in the highest terms by Lord 
Macaulay, James Mill, H. H. Wilson, Sir H. M. Elliot, Major 
Charles Stewart, H. G. Keene, Rai Bankim Chandra Chatterjee 
and other leading Indian historians and authors. It is Written- 
in the most charming style ; and, embracing, as it does, the 
century immediately preceding the final occupation of India by 
the British, it should be of great interest to all Englishmen'. ' ' - 

On its first appearance it attracted the notice of no less a 
person than WARREN HASTINGS himself who was anxious 
to have it translated into English. But in the absence of Persian- 
scholars among his own countrymen, or their want of leisure tew 
perform such a task, the work was undertaken by M. Raymond, 
a French Creole who had assumed the Mahomedan name of 
Hajee Mustapha. In the year 1789 he publishejl the result of 
his labours in three large volumes, under the pseudonym of 
Not a Manus, dedicating the work to Hastings. The editioA 
was despatched to England, but the vessel in which it was con- 
signed was unfortunately lost, and with it was lost to the world 
the whole edition of the work, with the exception of the few 
copies that had been circulated in Calcutta. In view of these 
circumstances, a subsequent edition was undertaken some years 
later by, the Oriental Translation Committee, and entrusted to 
Colonel John Briggs of the Madras Army. In 1833 John Murray 
of London issued the first volume, which, however, was never 
followed by a second. 'Fhe work is also said to have been 
translated by Dr. F. C. Balfour, but; of the latter’s translation, 
strange to say, nothing whatever is known. 
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The IosS| thereforCi of one English edition of the Seir^ 
Mutaqherin ; the incomplete state, of another, and the entire 
absence of a third, have rendered this important book exceed* 
ingly expensive <and scarce. The price of the complete work, 
should a copy n&w and then come to light, would be about 
Rs. 500, more or less. Hence it is not a day too soon that we 
now issue this cheap and popular reprint of the former transla* 
tion. 

The work was originally printed on Patna paper of quarto 
size. Royal octavo has now been selected as being the more 
convenient size, and the paper used has been supplied by Messrs. 
John Dickinson & Co. of London. 

As regards the present edition it may also be explained 
that, owing to the period of one-hundred-and-twelve years 
having elapsed since the former edition was published, several 
alterations have been rendered necessary ; and, in order to suit 
modern requirements, these changes have been made. For 
instance, the foot-notes are now preceded by consecutive numerals 
corresponding with those in the text, which have been employed 
to replace the asterisks, daggers, etc^^ used in the earlier edition. 
The spelling of certain words has been modernized ; the use of 
capital letters has, where unnecessary, been discontinued ; the 
obsolete form of the small s ’’ has been done away with ; andf 
in a few instances, the punctuation has been altered to suit the 
sense. 

In conclusion, the Publishers desire to express their grateful 
acknowledgments to H. E. the Viceroy and Governor-General, 
H* £• the Governor of Bombay, H. H. the Lieutenant-Oovernor 
of Bengal, Hr H. the Maharaja Sir Jotendro Mohan Tagore, 
H. H. the Maharaja Bahadur of Tippera, H. H. the Maharaja 
Bahadur of Mymensing, the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ameer Ali, the 
Hon’ble Dr. Asutosh Mookerji, Dr. G. A. Grierson, and many 
other kind patrons who subscribed towards the work before it 
was issued from the Press, 


Calcutta^ 

The ist March, tgof. 



THE SEIR-HUTAQHERIN. 

Opinions of the leading Indian Historians on the work 

Jambs Mill & H. H. Wilsom.— **The Author of the Seir^Muiaqherin, whom, as 
better informed, I follow in all affairs relating at the period to the Court 
of Delhi, &c., Sac.**— The History of British India, 

H, O. Kbbnb, C. I. E.~*' This celebrated history is a work of surprising industry 
and contains many just reflections on the position of the Engiish and the 
feelings of the people towards them, which are almost as true now as they 
were when written ." — The Fall of the Moghul Empire, 

Major Charles Stewart. — " The Seir^Mutaqherin, by a relation of the Nawab 
Aly Verdy Khan, was translated by a renegado Frenchman, named Musta- 
pha, and bears such strong evidence of a literal translation that I did not 
think it requisite to search for the original."— TAe History of Bengal, 
Gbnbral John Briggs (Madras Army) — " It is written in the style of private 
memoirs in the most useful and engaging shape which history can assume 
nor, excepting in the peculiarities which belong to the Muhammadan 
character and creed, do we perceive throughout its pages any inferiority to 
the historical memoirs of Europe. The Due de Sully, Lord Clarendon 
or Bishop Burnet need not have been ashamed to be the authors of such ^ 
production — to Vol, / of the Seir^Mutaqherin, 

3>R H. M. Elliot, K. C. B.— The author treats these Important subjects with a 
freedom and with a force, clearness and simplicity of style very unusual 
in an Asiatic writer, and which justly entitles him to pre-eminence among 
Muhammadan historians. * * * It has long been a rare book, only 

to be found here and there in public libraries. It is greatly to be desired 
that a complete translation of this history should be accessible to the 
students of Indian history. ♦ * • Xhe work •is well-known to 

English readers from the many quotations and extracts which Mill has 
made from it in his History of India, and Qholam HoMain is ' the Musul- 
man historian of those times* whom Macaulay has quoted and spoken of 
with approval in his Essay on Clive."*— TAe History of India as told hy its 
own Historians, 

Hai Bankim Chandra Ciiatterjbe, Bahadur, C. I. E.— " The materials of this 
work, which are not to be found in any ordinary history, are borrowed 
from an English Translation of the Seir-Mutaqherin. The latter work is 
very scarce, and is deserving of being reprinted ."— to Chandra* 
Shekhur^ 




This History of India, 

BY HIR-GHOLAM-HOSSEIN-KHAN, 

IS HUMBLY INSCRIBED 

TO THE HONORABLE 

WARREN HASTINQS, Esq., 

TWO YEARS AFTER HIS DEPARTURE FROM BENGAL. 

Sy the Translator^ 

HIS EVER OBLIGED, 

RESPECTFUL SERVANT, 

NOTA-MANUS, 


Forsan et hcec olim meminisse juvabit. 


Virgil. 




THE. FIRST EDITION 


OF THIS 

CELEBRATED WORK, 

PUBLISHED SO FAB BACK AS 1789, 

WAS 

DEDICATED TO 

The Rt Hon. WARREN HASTINGS, 

Governor-General of Bengal. 

NOW, AFTER ONE-HUNDBED AND-TWELVE 7EABS, 

THIS REPRINT IS, BY SPECIAL PERMISSION, 

DEDICATED TO 

His Honor Sir JOHH WOODBURH, k.c.s.1., m.a., i.&s., 

Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, etc., etc,. 

As a humble token of gratitude and respect, 

BY 

Bis Honoris Most Obedient Servant, 

T. D. KERB, 

Proprietor, 

R. CAMBRAY & CO.. 


PUBLISHERS. 




Copy of a Letter supposed to have been lost in the Hinchinbrooke, 
in the Year 1785* it has never been answered. 

To the Honorable Warren Hastings, Esq., late Governor^ 
General of the British Dominions in thy East Indies. 

(a) Lucknow, ijth February, 178^. 

Honorable Sir,— 

It is to-day five years since I have had the honour to speak to 
you ; nor has it been in my power to see you these two years- Your 
time is too important, honorable Sir, to be engrossed, even for a 
moment, by any thing short of some material business on my part ; 
but, yet I have been enjoying you all this while. I have been 
enjoying you, honorable Sir, in that reverential awe and that high 
admiration you have impressed all Hindostan with ; in that love of 
theirs which the Natives have more than once forcibly expressed 
for your person, and to which you arc the only European that ever 
had any access. So that whenever in letters from London, or in 
public papers, I chanced to observe that the best qualified Judges in 
Europe had at last closed with the high opinion entertained of your 
talents in India, I exulted in that universal approbation, as if Lord 
Stairs*s(i) excellent tracts had reflected some lustre upon even 

me. Gone are now our joys, honorable Sir ^you are quitting 

us this piece of intelligence to which you seemed to have 

prepared our minds, has shaken my whole frame, as if it were some 
sudden unexpected stroke ; (2) to no purpose do I search for solace 
in roving from seat to seat, and from garden to garden ; Fast 

equifem sedet atra Cura. Nothing is green for me now in 

those once pleasing spots. They are become so many dreary 
deserts; nor am I ever sensible of my being gone in or come out, 
but when I am put in mind of it by my people. 

To no purpose is it to repeat to myself, that the English are but 
so many strangers to me, and that yourself, after all, are but one 
of those strangers. Soon my heart recoils at the sacrilegious 

(a) Lucknow, at nine hundred miles from Calcutta, is the Capital of the A8d, 
and I arrived there just as the Governor^ had quitted it to return to Bengal. 

( 1 ) In one of these tracts where that deep-thinking nobleman examines criti- 
cally the state of his nation, and of course that of all Europe ; he says, that the 
English arms have been unsuccessful everywhere, except in India, where they have 
triumphed : a singularity which he ascribes to the talents* of the Chatham of the 
East (and that is his expression). 

(a) The Governor had already sent his Consort to England. 



( 12 ) 


argument ; and a recollection partly pleasing, and partly painfulj 
never fails to inform me internally, thjSit after an intercourse of five- 
and-twenty years', those strangers are become my otily country- 
men ; that yourself, honorable Sir, are my oldest acquaintance 
amongst those countrymen, and, moreover, my partial and mumi- 
ficent patron ; and that, if instead of shining in the world as the 
Chatham of the East, it had been your fate to have moved only in 
an humble station, you would have been my bosom-friend. 

It has been a standing rule hitherto with me, honorable Sir, 
never to take a personal leave of my friends. But many are the 
alterations occasioned in me by your departure ; and it is not 
without a sense of jealousy, 1 see Colonel Martine ( 3 ) hurrying 
down to bid you his last farewell. Twice have I attempted to 
return to Europe, and twice have I been obliged to come back after 
having lost every thing ; so that ten years ago, I had sat myself 
down with a resolution to listen to the voice of Providence, and to 
end my days in India. But India is become a dreary waste for 
me now ; and I am now preparing to quit it for the third time, 
were it but to get rid of that emptyncss which everywhere sur- 
rounds me. 

I have known your person, honorable Sir, these five-and- 
twenty years. The life of dispute and contention to which you 
have been doomed this longwhile, cannot have altered the original 
sensibility of your heart. Receive then, honorable Sir, an offering 
worthy of it. This letter, this artless, disorderly letter has been 
in many a spot^ bedewed by the tear of affection, and more than 
once interrupted by the sob of regret, and the scream of deep- 
felt woe. 


(3) Colonel Martine is one of those French, who driven to despair by the 
misery and famine that desolated Pondicherry in 1760, threw themselves amongst 
the English. He has ever been with them since that day ; and although constantly 
employed in desperate affairs, ( so says the Historian Orme, one of the best In- 
formed, as well as one of the most eloquent men that ever -wrote history) he has 
never been wounded. Colonel Martine is a man desirous of all kinds of knowledge ; 
and although he is at the head of a large fortune, which he owes only to his industry 
he works whole days together at all the arts that concern Watch-making and Gun- 
smith-work, with as much bodily labour, as if he had his bread to earn by it. As 
an architect (and he is everything), he has built himself at Lucknow a strong elegant 
house, that has neither Beams nor Cupola, and is so contrived that a single man 
might defend it against multitudes. 
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May that Providence, that has overshadowed you in many 
an awful occasion, continue t^ watch over your person in your 
intended journey ; and when, after a longf sericis of years g^lori- 
ously spent, your last hour shall have come, may you depart with 
recollection enough to remember, that you have been an ornament 
to your nation, a benefactor to your countiy, and a resource to 
an infinity of distressed. 

1 am, with an everlasting^ attachment. 

Honorable Sir, 

Your ever obliged, respectful Servant, 
NOTA-MANUS. 



AD VERTISEMENT. 

# 

The publib has been already informed, at the latter end of 
the preface, that the Italian or rather the Scottish Alphabet has 
been made use in this work to write the oriental names ; but as 
some objections have been made to so general a definitionh it 
has been thought proper to give here the particulars of it. 

All the vowels are to be pronounced in the Italian or Scottish 
way ; but as there are numberless places where the sound of the 
English oo is preceded by an o, and three such os might look 
strange and would infallibly mislead the Reader, the figure 8, 
that is, the Greeck 8, has been used to signify the sound intended 
by the double o- It is thus the word Seradj-ed-do’81ah is written, 
or thus Seradj-ed-do*ulah, the Acute Accent or the double dots, 
... marking the letter on which the Emphasis is to fall, and the 
voice to be raised. However, the work having been printed by 
several Printers, this has been disregarded by some, who have 
adhered to the usual spelling ; so that the double o is often seen 
where there ought to be a Greek 8. 

Qh and also kh answer exactly to the Scottish ch in Cariarach^ 
Glenorchi ; that is, that compojnd letter Is to be pronounced 
like a strong h or aspiration fet^ ’ied from the throat. 

Gh is to be sounded everywhere as the Scotti.sh Gh in 
Daughter, and even more gutturally ; although in the word Djaghir 
and some others, in use amongst the English, it has been thought 
proper to follow the ordinary spelling, and of course to suffer its 
retaining the sound of the English in Moningham, 

The English y in jaylor has been put after a />, because that 
same / in number of places hears in this work the same sound 
as the small / in initials. It is for that reason that we write 
Djaafer-qhan. 

The words RAo and Ray are often written with two dots 
upon the first vowel to denote the elevation of the voice, and also 
to distinguish those and some other similar word.s, in two syllables. 
In general the Acute Accent, or the two dots upon a letter, denote 
its being to be pronounced distinctly from the preceding vowel. 
The word Vezir has been in some places Vizier, &c. ; nor have 
my endeavours been able to wean the Printer from that practice 
and some others. 
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But Printers have been guilty of an infinity of alterations 
both through chance and through wilfulness ; let it be a standing 
rule then that all the vowels of a name are to be sounded each 
distinctly and in the Scottish manner. 


CONTENTS OF THIS FIRST VOLUME, 

IN FIVE SECTIONS. 

Civil wars that /allow Aoreng-^zid^s demise — Bahadyr-Shah, 
Emperor — Bjehandar-Shahy Emperor — Origin o/ the Syks, an 
order o/ mendicants who turn Soldiers, and found a monarchy — 
Eeroh-Syur, Emperor--^The two S^yd-Brothers, absolute dis^ 
posers of the Empire — Mahmed^Shah, Emperor — Origin of the 
Marhatta Empire and Royal family — Invasion of Hindost an by 
IVadyr-Shah, alias Tahm^Asp»C8li-qhan — Ahmed-Shah, Emper- 
or — Blinded by his Vezir — I rruption and origin of the Durra- 
ni es, alias Addalies — Civil Wars — Alemghir, second^ Emperor, 
blinded — Aliverdy-qhan, Viceroy of Bengal, becomes independent 
— Rounds a new dynasty in Bengal ; which ends in Seradj-ed- 
Dowla, 


CONTENTS OF THE FIRST SECTION. 

Rhe Etnperor Aoreng-zib, after along reign, departs this life, 
aged nirety-tivo years, having divided his dominions between his 
children — Civil -Wars — Azem-Shah ascends the throne — Soltan 
Mhazzem, his eldest son, ascends the throne — Battle of Agra 
between the two brothers, where the second brother dies fighting 
valiantly — The elder brother acknowledged Emperor under the 
title of Bahadyr-Shah , proves very scrupulous in his word, but 
very feeble in his administration — Dies suddenly — Civil Wars 
between his children — Civil War again — MuSzzeddin, the elder 
brother, unexpectedly victorious, ascends the throne under the 
title of Djiehandar-Shah — Wants to promote to a Viceroyalty 
the brother of a dance-girl , his mistress — Is opposed by his Vezir 
in a very curious sarcastical speech — A rival to the Empire 
arises in Bengal — It is Reroh-Syur whose party is espoused by 
two Sbyd brothers. Viceroys of two Provinces — The Emperor 
sends hi s son to fight his Rival, by whom the young Prince is 


Uttaipaia Ja:kri:ih«a Public Library 
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defeat ed-^The Emperor himself defeated^ flies for his life, is 
arrested by his Vezir^ and strangled by his competitor-^Feroh^ 
Syur, Emperor — Eeroh^Syur^s • sanguinary executions / his 
mean character, — fealousies between the Emperor and the two 
Brothers — Singular speech of one of them in full audience^^ 
The younger appointed Viceroy of all the Decans — Religious 
troubles in Ahmed-abad^ GSdjrat^ and in the Capital — Account 
and origin of the Sycks, an order of mendicants founded by 
Nanec-Shah, their Patriarch — They turn warriors and commit 
horrible ravages — Dh8d-qhan-Pini, a famous Afghan General, 
opposes the new Viceroy in Decan, and is slain in the middle of 
his victory — His RadjpSt consort refuses to live, opens her own 
belly with his poniard, dexterously extracts a child which she 
tenderly recommends to the by-^standers, and dies unconcernedly 
— Death and admirable character of the old Vezir Assed-qhan, 
Vezir to Aoreng^zib — Peroh-Syur, who had strangled that 
Minister's son, now humbles himself before him, and sends him 
by a person of importance a very singular message, to which 
the dying man returns a very curious answer, which proves 
Prophetic. 



TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE 


That the man who has not the honor to be born an English- 
man^ and is far from being a Persian ; who never has seen 
England^ and never had any other master in either language 
but himself, should attempt to translate from the Persian into 
English, and moreover to appear in print, is such a strange 
proceeding, and borders so much upon impudence and temerity, 
that the least I owe to an indulgent public, and to my own 
character, is to submit to their pleasure some account of so 
unusual a transaction, that they may see themselves by what a 
chain of strange circumstances I have been insensibly drawn 
into so adventurous an undertaking. And here I am conscious 
that I am going to fall, (through contagion probably) into a 
course of irksome egotisms ; but as my story is likely to give 
many an insight into the customs and characters of Hindostan ; 
and I have no other way of accounting for the temerity of my 
translation, I humbly conceive that, on that sole account, it may 
find grace with many of my readers, if ever I shall have any. 

About eighteen years ago, when I was master of an Eastern 
Library, and of a Cabinet of Eastern Curiosities,* I had conceived 
a design of spending my leisure hours in a variety of translations, 
and likewise in a reasoned catalogue of my Library, Oriental 
Miniatures, and Antiquities. But all that, with the remainder 
of my fortune, was sacked and plundered at DjeddAh and Mecca 

♦ These had been Collecting for years together, at a time when, Governor 
Vansitart and Mr. Hastings excepted, 1 was the only European that understood 
a little Persian ; and of course, when Persian and Indian books, miniatures, and 
curiosities bore their own price in common with all other objects of commerce 
and no more ; and when likewise I was the only man that ever thought of such 
a collection ^ at such a time, the collection had cost me full four thousand Rupees ; 
and, if a Shah>Name-Mussevver, which then cost me only fifty Rupees, would 
now fetch a thousand or more with the other articles in proportion, I have every 
reason to believe, that the curious in Oriental Literature, a species of knowledge 
that abounds now in Calcutta, and in which several Englishmen might prove my 
masters and teachers, would have instantly swept my Collection for two or three 
Lacks. 
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and 1 returned to Indiai with an intention indeed to 
begin the world anew under the«patronage of my friend$ (the 
English), but with a firm resolution never to employ any money 
in books : I had'even taken a dislike to them, I mean to Oriental 
books ; when dTn event happened that reconciled me to them 
again. Such a narrative, I acknowledge, would figure pretty 
well at the end of the one thousand and one nights, but it is 
nevertheless true, and to my sorrow, but too true. 

I had seen so much bad weather in my youthful days, and 
so often suffered both hunger and thirst in India, that whilst I 
was scraping together the little fortune which I since lost at 
Mecca, I thought it prudent to abstain from many a comfort of 
life, in order to lay-by the sooner a provision for a day of distress. 
But when I returned to India, and saw myself introduced by the 
national munificence, and private partiality of my English friends 
into a little competency, I thought it prudent, to snatch as fast 
as I could at those gratifications of which I had deprived myself 
hitherto, and at those pleasures which were now leaving me 
one after another. In time, I came to think it more prudent 
and more delicate to employ my industry and time in assembling 
a Seraglio of my own : this gratification, so luscious and fascinat- 
ing in theory, but so irksome and cloying, as well as dangerous 
in practice, and which together with an Indian cabinet of curiosi- 
ties, had always been a wish of my heart, was soon acquired ; 
and whilst many of the English, who fancy I never travel with- 
out some mighty scheme in my head, thought I was actually 
upon the wing for some political project ; I diverted myself with 
the ludicrous purpose for which I was really taking so many 
trips to Lucknow. But men on the decline of life, who after 
abandoning the scheme of making a collection of books, jump 
at once into the project of making a collection of Female 
Beauties, must lay their account with cutting now and then a 
capital figure in certain adventures, which never fail to spring 
up in a house where youth and beauty are jumbled together with 
old age and wrinkles. I discovered that a beloved girl of mine 
was in intrigue with one of my dependants ; and the consequence 
of that amour soon proved of a nature which self-love could not 
put up with, but which a sense of humanity and a high regard 
for the girl, would not permit me either to chastise or to suppress. 
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At last I resolved, on turning the girl out of my house with a 
sum of money in her hands : tjut upon recollection, I remembered 
that a dear bought experience had taught me, that money 
and liberty together, were the very worst presents that could 
be made to young women who have always livedr immured within 
lofty walls ; and fain was I to provide for her in another manner. 
A Mushatta, that is a Procuress, was sent for, I mean one of 
those discreet, shrewd, inquisitive, old women, so common in 
Hindostan, where the business of finding a wife or a husband, 
is necessarily transacted by brockerage : after rummaging the 
whole city of Lucknow for three months together, and rejecting 
a number of parties, a young man of about thirty, stout, and of 
a good mien,was found out at last. It was a Mogul-Baccha, or 
man of Mogul origin, and a trooper ; and of course, according 
to the notions universally received all over Hindostan, a gentle- 
man to all intents and purposes. Contrary to the rules of the 
country, an interview was managed between the young folks ; 
and by dint of reasoning and entreaties, I prevailed upon the 
girl to accept him. She was repeatedly heard to say that she 
felt no inclination for his company, but I objected that I could 
not with any regard to myself keep her at home, nor with any 
regard to her own welfare, entrust her person to herself- “ You 
want then *’ said the girl, with an air which struck me, " You 
want then to turn me out of the house, and to chain me to 
that man ” ? — ‘‘ Be it so, '' added the girl, — ^after a pause— 
But you shall one day repent of it.*' Witnesses were now 
procured, a contract was passed, and she was married. The girl 
received with her own clothes and trinkets, some small presents, 
and a purse of three hundred rupees ; and she was carried away 
by her husband. But what is singular she was bathed in tears, 
and all the women of the house were weeping likewise ; and 
although such a circumstance is always part of the etiquette on 
such occasions, there was now an air of sincerity which greatly 
affected pie. 

A month had not elapsed, when she found means to send 
me complaints, and to wish herself dead : this was her expres- 
sion ; and there were many others. In two months more, the 
girl in a dark rainy night presented herself at my door ; and 
I was astonished to find her in my Jiouse again. I informed 
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her that I had divested myself by a public writing of every right 
over her person ; that she was another man’s wife ; and that 
my interfering iit their quarrels, would neither do her good, nor 
redound to my honour. She fell a weeping, and complained 
that her husband, an antiphysician professed (as are most 
Moguls), passed his time in a company of non-conformists, 
and had besides gamed away her little dowry ; so that she 
sometimes suffered for want of necessaries, the government 
being in arrears to him by full nine months. The unfortunate 
girl’s case was truly affecting ; and her tears, — and her protesta- 
tions, that she would jump into a well, (and she attempted it) 
rather than return to him, would have melted a statue of stone, 
and puzzled a man of sense. At last, after three days’ delibera*- 
tion, I hit upon a party, which I prevailed upon her to admit ; 
for her inexperience was such, that she thought she could live 
securely in my house ; I hired a garry or a covered coach in a 
distant part of the town, and sometime before day-break I had 
her conveyed thither in a hamper, after having, as I thought, 
attended to her necessities, by putting in her hands a draught 
of two hundred rupees upon Benares ; and provided for her 
safety by recommending her to an old man who had orders to 
see her landed in that city. I likewise contrived to get her 
escorted as far as one day’s journey from Lucknow. We parted 
with tears on both sides ; and she was seen safe at twelve 
cosses distance. Seven days after, as I was getting out of my 
house at day-break to take an airing, I perceived a bag clos6 
to my door ; and on my ordering one of my people to see what 
it could be, I went to look at it myself, and the first object 
that caught my sight, was an arm with a mole and an 
elegant hand, on a small finger of which I soon recollected a 
ring made of hair and gold wire. There was no standing such 
a spectacle. I returned into the house, and my troubled ima- 
gination made me see in the hall, right before me, the girl in 
tears, and saying : “be it so — but you shall repent.” 

Few weeks had elapsed after this event, when I received 
intelligence that Governor Hastings was going to depart for 
Europe : this circumstance, to which he seemed to have been 
preparing our hearts,* completed the unhinging of my mind, 

* He had already bcnt his consort two years before. 
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•^s if by some unexpected stroke. That Gentleman had been 
one of my oldest acquaintances among the English : I had 
conceived an affection for Ihis person so eairly as twenty-five 
years ago ; and he had proved in the sequel, the' principal author 
of my well-being : his quitting India at a time when I was 
yearly losing some of my friends by their departure for Europe, 
or by death ; and when my mind, affected by these discouraging 
losses, and impressed with the thoughts of that ill-fated girl, 
wanted some potent relief, became a calamity that overwhelmed 
all my faculties. Some people observed that I was talking to 
his picture, a picture of striking likeness, by the inimitable 
Zophanii. I was sensible myself that some strange alteration 
had taken place within me, and I was thinking how to make a 
diversion to so much accumulated sorrow, when my good fortune 
interposed. 

On my going into one of the Navvab^s scats, an old 
woman, among other articles of sale, offered me some broken 
leaves of a decayed book, in which the author talked with 
encomiums of the English Parliament in Europe, and with some 
asperity of the English Government in Bengal. A Persian dis- 
course upon English Politics ! strange indeed ! I took the broken 
leaves, and perused some of them in the Garden ; and the style, 
as well as the matter, having awakened my curiosity, I seized 
on this opportunity to afford some relief to my wearied mind. 

I resolved to translate it, in order to shew the author's opinions 
to a couple of friends ; but on translating, I found that I had 
in hand only some broken leaves of a second volume, and 
that the first and third were wanting ; and these I found at 
Moorshoodabad, on my soon returning to Bengal. My views 
by this time had been greatly enlarged by the perusal of my 
author ; and after having lightly thought of translating some 
parts of his book, merely as an object of curiosity, but especially 
as a resource against grief and deep felt sorrow, I resolved to 
translate the whole of it, as a matter of honor and benefit, being 
then intent on sending two of my children to England, and 
anxious to add something to an independent fund which I 
wished to establish for their education. Shall 1 end the phrase ? 

I translate it now as a matter of information, which it is incum- 
bent upon me to impart to my adopted Countrymen (the 
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English) ; and as a warning which I owe to their prosperity. 
Having lived or strolled full five and^twenty years among them ; 
being so far accustomed to their language, that I cannot, for 
want of practice, write any other so fluently ; having been 
this long series of years an admirer of their language and 
history ; and being indebted to their national munificence, as 
well as to their private partiality, for the little competency upon 
which I now subsist ; the transition is but natural, (and this is 
but a very small merit, if any at all) from such a set of 
sentiments to such another, as would render me a well- 
wisher to their government and a friend to their prosperity : 
my own welfare has flowed from theirs, and even now does flow 
from it. 

The general turn of the English individuals in India, seems 
to be a thorough contempt for the Indians (as a national body). 
It is taken to be no better than a dead stock, that may be 
worked upon without much consideration, and at pleasure : But 
beware ! that national body is only motionless, but neither 
insensible, nor dead — There runs throughout our author’s narra- 
tive, a subterraneous vein of national resentment, which emits 
vapours now and then, and which his occasional encomiums of 
the English, can neither conceal nor even palliate ; and yet he 
is himself but a voice that has spoken among a million of others 
that could speak, but are silent : Nor have signs of this national 
sullenness been wanting these sixteen years. Living myself in 
the centre of Moorshoodabad ; wearing an Hindostany dress, 
and making a practice in the evening to walk the streets with 
only a servant, either to listen to, or to mix with, any company 
I meet with either there or in the market place ; I necessarily 
get a variety of information, which is often out of the power, 
and always out of the way, of any other European : for an 
example of this, I shall appeal to the testimony of Mr. William 
Wroughton, now Chief at Dacca, a gentleman, to whose person 
and abilities, no man in Bengal will object. Full fifteen days 
before government had received any official account of that cala- 
mitous event, I wrote him an affecting note about the ferment 
actually caused in the city of Moorshoodabad, by the defeat at 
Vargam near Poonah ; and expressed a wish that government 
might receive an early notice of it. 



I hope it is admitted on all hands, that small accidental 
stories, and unpremeditated expressions on an important event,' 
will better point out the natiohal turn of mind, however dormant,' 
than any professed reasoning. The unfortunate o^ffair at Benares 
with Cheyt-Sing, was repeatedly reported at, Moorshoodabad 
with such woeful circumstances, as seemed to partage the 
Ivhole Nation :* numbers were deeply affected (and to be 
affected for an European governor, or indeed for any European 
at all, is a very novel matter in India) and they used to say t 
Pity ! a great pity ! the father of the Hindostanies is gone,— 
we shall never see such another manJ* But others, and this 
was the majority, left the person out of the question ; and 
minded only the crisis. “ What ! are we not men as well as 
** Cheyt-Sing's People ? and what could prevent me from giving 
“ a slap to one or two of his chairmen ? f he Governor's) they 
would have dropped his palanquin, as by a signal, and any 
man could have killed him with ease. I saw him at Barwa if 
** he had not an armed man by him ; and his chairmen were 
** but a dozen of people ; and this would have at once produced 
a revolution— You talk to me of the Brigade at Behrampore ; 
it is a name only — there are not two thousand men in it ; 


^ A thousand rupees had been promised by the Nabob Mubarec-eddoulah, 
to any one that would brin^^ a certain intelli^^ence that he had seen the £^overnor« 
( for the universal and constant report was that he had disappeared ). Ten 
Hircarras or messengfers set out upon that errand ; and one of them coming back 
in twenty-three days, said that he had seen his head and right hand hanging at 
the gate o£ Bidj&tgur. The Prince shed tears ; and I could heSr nothing through- 
out many streets, but the words A/soos, Afsoos, and the very words 1 have men- 
tioned. If ever an European has been regretted by the Natives, it is this man. 
Possibly my Testimony may appear suspicious, but 1 protest that I speak here 
without any bias : I do not believe that the assertion can admit of a doubt : 
a general regret has pervaded all ranks, since that man’s departure ; and I am 
much mistaken, if the English themselves, among whom there was once a violent 
party against him, are not now pretty unanimous in praising and regretting him. 
As for the lesser societies, such as the French and Dutch, &c., I do not hear of a 
single dissenting voice. 

f Barwa is a village twenty miles south of Moorshoodabad, and Behram- 
pore is another village at one-half of that distance, where there is an Army of 
Europeans and Natives, cantoned in the finest and healthiest barracks that any 
nation can boast of. They form a regular elegant town. The army consists of 
general in a regiment or two of Europeans, seven or eight regiments or battalions 
of Sepahees, and a train of Artillery, with fifteen or twenty field-pieces. 
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** and a full half of them will desert on hearing of his death— 
well, Sir, and the other half ? well, the other half-^are they 
not Hindostanies ? and at all events we are such multitudes 
here— with each a brick-bat in our hands, we could knock them 
“ down to a man.*^ These and the like expressions I heard at 
that very time in one of the best companies in Moorshoodabad. - 
Two days after, as a Regiment of Sepoys on its way to 
Chunar-ghur, was marching through the City at day-break, I 
went out, and was standing to see it pass by, the Regiment 
halted ; and a few men from the centre ran into a dark lane, 
and laid hold of a hen and some roots : the people screamed^ 
“ Do not make so much noise,” said one of the men in his 
Bodjpooria Idiom ;* ‘‘ we go to-day with the Frenghees, but 

we are all servants (tenants) to Ch€yt-Sing, and may come back 
** to-morrow with him ; and then the question will be not about 
“ your roots, but about your wives and daughters.” The street, 
although the main thorough-fare, could admit but six men in 
front, and there had been two halts more, in which time I had 
opportunities of hearing such suspicious words and expressions^ 
that I resolved to write a letter to Colonel Ironside on that 
subject. But two days having been accidentally spent in 
determining upon the expediency or propriety of the letter, 
I thought it better to take counsel from time itself, and I went 
to pay my respects to that Commander who kept me to dinner. 
He had a great deal of task with me : ** I find no great harm,” 
said the Colonel, That now and then, a Governor, with a 
“couple of Colonels or two. should make way for others ; but 
“ what gives me concern is, to hear that we are not liked in 
“ the city, and that some disaffection has crept amongst our 
“ own Sepahees.” Finding the man upon the right way, I 
thought it better to drop my own information as it might 
produce a counter order to the regiment, with some other 
serious inconveniencies. 

What has been just said may serve for a specimen of th,e 
turn of genius of the people of Moorshoodabad at that time. Here 
is a specimen of the temper of the inhabitants of Benares at that 
critical moment : “ Kill that man,” said a young Mogul to Mirza- 
Saadet-Ally, as they were both marching to Chunar-ghur. — “ Kill 
* The Bodjpooria Idiom is that spoken by Cheyt-Sing’s people. 
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*^that man : he is only with another Frenghee in the field yonder; 

flying for his life ; say hut one word, and four of us shall go 
** and dispatch them both, and bring you his •head ; and after 
** that, march down from hence to the very g*ates of Calcutta, 
"There is not one man in arms from hence to* Moorshoodabad, 
" or if there be any, on seeing the head, they will all desert to 
" you ; all the Zemindars will join you with a whistle ; this day 
" two months I will salute you Lord of Bengal — one word, — say 
^‘but one word. — Has any amongst you,'* said the Mirza, 
looking to the right and left — " Has any one of you a lancet 
" about him ? No," answered a voice : "A pen-knife ? a pen- 
"knife?** replied another, “We? No, to be sure." “ A sharp 
“ pishcabz or poniard ? ** “ Yes, — what for, pray ? " “ Only to let 

“some blood from that man instantly : Do not you see that he 
“ is in a high fever ? Man, you are very ill certainly ; get your- 
“ self blooded, or go to the Ganges yonder, and take several 
“ plunges, until you are thoroughly cooled and cured : The sun 
“ indeed is sultry.** 

After so strange an anecdote, (and I have heard of twenty 
more such stories) the reader has a right to ask me my voucher, 
as I was not present myself. Here it is : The man himself had 
been an acquaintance of mine about ten years ago at 
Moorshoodabad, where I used to make him dine with me some- 
times, giving him plenty of liquor, whereas I never drink any 
myself. As he was a handsome young fellow, and in high 
favour with some Ladies, he, when once in his fups, used not 
only to mention their names at length, (the very thing for which 
I sought his company) but he had such a knack at mimicking 
their particular tones of voices, and some other particulars in a 
day of engagement, as would have raised a horse-laugh in a 
dead man. As I was just landed at Benares, and examining the 
sculptures in a famous Gentoo chapel, in Sevalem, (the very 
critical spot where the tragedy had been acted but a year before, 
and where^Saadet-AlIy himself lived) the man perceived me and 
came down ; and I found that he was in the Prince's service at 
a hundred rupees per month, on condition of furnishing four 
horsemen more at fifty rupees each. He invited me to see his 
lodgings, a genteel seat, full of sculptures ; and, to oblige him, 

1 carried two bottles of liqueurs. As soon as the man was a 


o 
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little heated, he became talkative, and informed me himself of 
his conversation with Mirza-Saadet-Ally, and of some very 
curious particulates of the then temper of the citizens of Benares, 
as well as of the "neighbouring Zemindars. 

On quittingf my drunken Mogful, I went to a large stone 
Caravan-Sera, where I took up my quarters, waiting for my 
baggage, when in comes my old toothless broker — *^Talvar 
Khoob Cke/aw/' said the man for all salute, and with aS 
emphatical a gesture and tone of voice, as if the massacre had 
happened but the day before. The Sabre has worked well,'* 
said again the worthless blockhead, without minding the 
reprimand I gave him, for his making such a mighty matter of a 
couple of hundred men cut down by multitudes, whilst they 
were either preparing their meat or taking their afternoon napi, 
without any one of them having so much as a ball to his musquet. 
“ And suppose they should have had " broke out the wretch in 
fury, “ Ten Thousands would have been pouring upon them, 
‘‘ instead of Ten Hundreds ; and the whole city would have 
‘‘risen upon the Frenghees and their adherents.'' 

I could fill a volume of such and the like stories, either 
from ny own knowledge or from hearsay. But this is not all : the 
man (I mean the Mogul,) had been so imprudent in his cups, 
as to banter Saadet upon his faintness of heart, and the latter 
having attempted to see the other's wife, they parted upon bad 
terms together ; so that the man lost his horses as well as 
his appointment. He came to Lucknow, took service with 
Assef-ed-doiilah, the prince of the country, fell into a course of 
drinking and gaming, and in one unlucky day, gamed away both 
his wife and horse, and that too, to a man he was jealous of ; 
insomuch that, rather than submit to the latter for a suni of four 
hundred rupees, he applied to me ; and I took his bond, his 
horse, and his wife, which remained with me a couple of months. 
The latter had been a famous singer and an elegant dancer at 
Benares ; and so esteemed by her troop, that but for Saadet- 
Ally's interest and support he would have never been able to have 
carried her away. She was a woman of an agreeable person 
and much sense ; and she not only confirmed to me the above 
story, but mentioned some other matters, which shew that the 
disaffection to the English had risen at once to a height all over 
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cpuntry, and amongst the principal men that frequented 
Saadet-AIly’s court. Two months after^ the man came to me 
woundedi and brought me three hundred anij twenty rupees, 
and I returned him his bond, horse, and wife. • 

The inference to be drawn from these sentiments of the 
people at large, is now known in Europe ; and some persons of 
Bengal, to the number of eight or ten, may have at that time 
suspected the disaffection of tUe natives ; but I had opportunities 
of knowing it several years before ; when about the year 1778, 
I made application to Mr. B. for his interest, as I intended to 
obtain the office of Provincial Fodjdar of Moorshoodabad. In 
enumerating some of the qualifications necessary for a man in 
that station, 1 chanced to mention an open table ; and I added, 
that as the emoluments of such an office could not afford the 
expense, I would endeavour to find it in my own private purse, 
as a political engine of great use. I was going on with my 
harangue, whilst we were walking towards the tea-table, through 
a dark hall, when at the word political engine, I observed the 
gentleman turn his head to the right, and endeavour, but in 
vain, to stifle a burst of laughter ; the Ladies in the room pre- 
vented my descanting "any more upon that new political engine. 
Surely a man of so much genius and knowledge, was not to be 
informed, that in a populous capital, the ambassador, who, being 
abstemious himself, can give entertainments oftencst, is always 
the best informed. By the same rule, an open table for a dozen 
of persons, and an exhibition of fine dancers once a week, ought 
to be two important parts of the politics of a Fod)dar of such a 
city in time of war : these will attract successively all the 
company good or bad in the city ; men naturally unbend 
their minds and fall off their guard in such assemblies of 
pleasure ; and if he be an intelligent man himself, and by 
all means an abstemious one, and also heartily mixes in 
conversation, he will learn more in one week's time with an open 
table, than fifty harcaras or spies could tell him in six months. 
Mr. B. seated at the top of a towering lofty tree, could descry 
from afar the elephants and rhinoceroses that came to tear off 
some branches of the tree, and the tigers and bears that wanted 
to climb up to it : In the humble station in which I moved, close 
to the trunk, I was too low to discover any thing of those 
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elephants and tigers^ but veiy properly seated^ however ^ Ur 
discover those myriads of white ants that were approaching 
the trunk in their covered gaieties'; and although I pretended 
to no knowledge either in politics or in physics, I knew for 
certain, that if ever they devoured the bark, there was an end 
of the tree. 

The reader accustomed to read the accounts of India these 
twenty or thirty years past, will possibly wonder at my warning 
him against the disaffection of a nation, which, by all accounts, 
seems to be the tamest, and most pusillanimous set of men, on 
the face of the earth, and the most incapable of any manly exer- 
tion. I acknowledge the charge ; but even after having admitted 
it in a very extensive sense, we shall still find that it cannot be 
an indiscriminate one : we shall find here and there exertions 
that would do honour to any European nation. We shall find 
a Hadji-Yoosuf-Khan, defending Madura, with an activity and 
perseverance, that cost the English more blood and trouble in 
a few months time, than had done the whole French war in 
India in as many years : We shall find a Morai-Ra5, breaking 
with fifteen Troopers through a whole regiment of European 
English, ranged square upon four in depth, and after the square 
had closed up and shut him within, we shall find him breaking 
out on the opposite side, himself the sixth, and escaping safe : 
We shall find in the A8d province a small, pitiful, mud-enclosure, 
defended only by twelve Radjpoots, who, refusing to surrender, 
wound and kill two English and fifty Sipahees, (that is twenty 
limes more ih proportion, than had cost the great and decisive 
battle of Plassy and Baesar,} support assaults and . reduced to six, 
are taken wounded and fighting. 

Nor are these, so solitary facts, as we are apt to imagine : 
to my wonder and amazement I find that they are only some 
loose links of a chain that seemed once to bind the whole nation 
at large. The perusal of the present history has necessarily 
altered my private ideas of the Indians ; a foreign yoke and a 
long peace may have enervated, and emasculated them ; and 
the equal and steady, though light pressure, of the English grasp, 
may keep their necks bowed to the ground : but this history 
evinces, that they have been very lately quite another set of 
men from what they appear to be now. What shall we say of a 
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man tells his Mend, ^‘get upon my Horse, and fly ;- 1 ; will 
Tatand alpne at the dpor of your tent and fight myself out 
'^against these armed men thdt are coming for you : I will ‘ be 
-'^cut down at last undoubtedly ; but you shall gaki half an hour’s 
'^distance ; and this will save you, farewell ’’...thp man does as 
he says, and is cut down ; but his friend distances his pursuers 
and escapes unhurt. What shall we say of a woman, a delicate 
Princess of the imperial blood, who possibly had never heard 
the report of a musquet ? her quarters, somewhat asunder from 
the main army, are attacked by a superior force : the troops 
placed for her guard are going to be overpowered : in that 
critical, tiying moment, this delicate Princess turns out an 
heroine at once ; she flings away her mask and veil, gets upon 
a war-elephant, pushes on to the enemies, kills and wounds 
people to the right and left with her arrows, and repeatedly 
cries aloud : If you behave like women, I declare to you that 

women shall behave like men.” 

Look yonder at that inactive, incapable, effeminate Coran^ 
Writer ; he is at this moment mightily taken up with admiring 
flights of pigeons ; and he has been admiring them these twenty 
years past some thousands of times. Would you suspect him 
to-day to be the self-identical man, who contrived and executed 
that heroical retreat of his, through the middle of ten thousand 
men that had broken into his house, and were actually firing at 
him from the top of the walls ? he contrives and executes that 
retreat through a whole army, himself the sixteenth : he executes 
it, like a rough determined Grenadier, killing S.nd wounding 
five or six men to the right and left : fifty times turning about 
upon his pursuers, and fifty times pushing forward only to gain 
some respite, in order to turn about again fifty times more : his 
numbers at last are reduced to six men ; spent with the exertions 
of the retreat and the fatigue of the way, he is going to be 
overpowered : ” Prince, cries a young man of twenty-two, your 

life is destined to procure a subsistence to thousands and ten 
” thousands ; but mine is only that of an individual : Run for- 
wards and gain a couple of hundred yards : I undertake mean- 
** while to bring our pursuers to a stand.” .. .This young man 
does as he says, and is overpowered and cut down ; but mean- 
while the Prince distances his pursuers, and escapes himself the 
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fifth. This Prince is no other than Shah«Alum himselC, the 
reigning Emperor of Hindostan. 

But all this, however, seems to be greatly inferior to Aly- 
Verdy-Khan's retreat from Midnapore to Catwa, for the space 
of seven days,, through a miry country, under incessant showers 
of rain, with no bed for any man in the army but the bare ground, 
no covering but the Canopy of heaven, and no food but field- 
grass and tree-leaves. History records but two retreats to my 
remembrance : that of the ten thousand, which implies contradic- 
tions and improbabilities without number, and bears evident 
marks of being a romance, like the life of Cyrus ; and the other, 
that of Marechal de Bellisle from Prague. Both the one and 
the other were conducted over a mountainous tract of Land ; 
and both armies were never overtaken, but partially. Bellisle 
in particular had stolen a march on the enemy, and was never 
attacked, but by his light Cavalry. But Aly-Verdi-Khan’$ retreat 
was over a flat ground, and over boundless plains, under a 
perpetual series of engagements, and under all the disadvantages 
which we have just mentioned, and which may be seen at length 
in our author. 

The Indians then have been a more dangerous nation than 
they seem to be now : They may be in a slumber ; but they 
may awake, and they deserve a more watchful eye than the 
English Government seems to think ; our author says, a more 
winning deportment, and a more caressing hand, than seems to 
be the genius and turn of mind of their conquerors. 

After hiving taken so much liberty with the public, as to 
differ from it on the opinion that ought to be entertained of the 
Indians ; and presumed so far upon the patience of my readers, 
as to have talked so much of myself, it may be expected I should 
say something of my author ; his matter is certainly novel, 
there being no other history extant on that subject in any 
language ; and as such, it cannot fail to please, at a time when 
all Britain is intent upon the transactions in the East : he will, 
however, be found to speak for himself abundantly : he speaks 
of himself, of his family, of his connections, of his own private 
concerns, in so many places of his history, that he has, without 
designing it, delineated the features of his own mind ; he 
appears almost everywhere, a sensible, well informed, grave. 
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mail; his style is free enough from those blemishes 
which would give offence in Europe^ and which characterise 
all Eastern productions : I m&an metaphors and, allegories -with- 
out end, and antitheses without number, with a* greater attend 
tion to the jingling of a cadenced prose, than^to the clearness 
of the sense, or the accuracy of the diction. He performs exact- 
ly enough the promise made in his preface, of his intending to 
recount in a plain unornamented style ; and he appears, in 
general to be an honest man, and a zealous patriot ; but should 
any rigorous reader take offence at some defects which are 
to be seen in his history, and which ought to be attributed 
rather to the writer’s education, country, and age, his severity 
would be infallibly disarmed on perusing the following passage, 
which I shall transcribe whole. 

After having recounted the unjust death of two illustrious 
brothers, Inhumanly hacked to pieces by Seradj-ed-dowlah’s 
orders, and in his presence, he goes on in these words : The 

innocent blood spilled on that occasion, proved to be as fertile 
as that of Si^vosh of old : It produced a series of events 
that proved fatal to that power and dominion, which Aly-Verdi- 
Khan had been rearing with so much toil : It lighted up a 
'' blind fire, which commenced emitting smoke soon after these 
two murders had been perpetrated ; and, which breaking out 
“ in flames at last, destroyed, in its progress, all that numerous 
** family ; and extending its ravages far and wide, consumed 
“ every thing in those once happy regions of Bengal, and 
prostrated and overwhelmed totally those rifch provinces, 

“ which it has reduced to heap of ashes and yet smoaking coals : 

** It verified that tremendous sentence, once revealed to the 
** Prince of Messengers : So shalt thou have done, and so 
** shalt thou receive.'* 

After that unhappy transaction, Aly-Verdi-Khan returned 
to his capital, and his son-in-law, Sayd-ahmed-qhan, took the 
road of Poorniah ; but the latter was uneasy in his mind, and 
thoughtful, at what he had seen and heard lately ; and as this 
** had put an end to all the confidence which he had hitherto 
reposed in his uncle and his nephew,, he resolved, henceforward^ 
to spare nothing that might secure himself in his post ; and it is 
from that very time, that an avenging providence commenced 
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providing materials for its future exertions. But, as4t is the 
faithful historian’s duty to bring ,to light whatever he ' knows 
“ with certitude, I shall take the tiberty to assemble such events 
“ as are come to my knowledge, and to speak of them precisely 
“ as they have . happened, without being biased by either envy 
“ or love, and without flattering either side or party. I repose 
so much confidence in the candor and equity of my generous 
** readers, as to flatter myself, that without suffering their minds 
'' to be darkened by the dust of discontent, they shall abate in 
** behalf of the poor man (me), something of the punctilious 
** delicacy of their taste ; and that they shall overlook all the 
** blemishes of this history, in favour of its sincerity and exacti- 
tude : I flatter myself, I say, that they shall cover the writer 
** with the cloak of forbearance, should they judge the writing 
itself unworthy of their praise.” 

After an harangue so affecting, it is difficult to judge the 
author with any severity : If then, I have been obliged to speak 
of some blemishes of his history, it is because I felt that they 
might disgust European readers, little accustomed to put a 
difference between the defects of the composition itself, and 
those which are incident to the writer’s education, language and 
country ; and likewise because I have been obliged to account 
for some slight alterations and additions into which I have been 
occasionally drawn, in order to adopt my narrative to the 
prejudices and particular taste of my readers ; and it is in that 
view, that I shall touch upon certain observations, which seem 
particularly to^'be of the translator’s province, how faulty and 
inadequate soever his translation may prove. 

All the Eastern Authors, at least those I have seen, know 
nothing of transitions, that is, of that art, which by the means 
of one or two phrases that look either way, connects two 
separate subjects, and serves as a bridge of communication 
to cross over from one to the other. They seem to be strangers 
to that art ; so that the reader at every new subject, is stopped 
short, to be ferried over by a boat. Our author, like every 
one of them, passes from one subject to another, with 
an oo, that is, the particle and : From the Afghan War, to 
the affairs of Bengal. But here I. have some small resource 
against so sudden, and so abrupt a change of hands : I can 
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isijr$^ 'stnd I have said : Matters were not so protperous -in 
'Bengal: — Let us now resun^e the affairs of Bengal :-^Trhe^ 
course of our history requires that we should^ revert to the. 
affairs of the capital: — It is to be wished we could speak 
'with as much precision of the affairs of the Decan ; — and these 
little additions will answer some purpose, and shall be forgiven 
me, I h<Tpe, by the public / but how to manage with a man, who 
often interrupts the narrative of public affairs, to talk of himself, 
of his brother, Naky-aly^khan, of his Djaghir or Landed 
JEstate, of hts glorious Mother, whose shadow may long, re^ 
main stretched over her son, the poor man, — &rc. Grc, Who, 
after having mentioned with wonder, how Governor Hastings 
conceived and executed the project of sending two English 
armies across the whole continent of India, and was very nearly 
doing with Poonah, what some others had done with Moor- 
shoodabad and Lucknow, gives a spring at once, jumps over my 
head, and then turns about, to tell me abruptly, and the poor 
man went to Calcutta, had some interviews with the JVavvab 
Djeladet-^djung, the valiant Governor Hushtin, and spoke to 
him of hts Djaghir. I have no resource against such an un- 
expected leap ; I am obliged to have resource to some awkward 
addition of my own, and to bring the new subject about by 
some such words as these : It was in those days of trouble 
and anxiety that I was obliged to repair to Calcutta ; and to 
address the Governor upon my Djaghir. Me said, he said, 
and he satd, are the only words the Eastern Writers make use 
of, to repeat a dialogue, even a most animated one ; nor were 
the Greeks and Latins much behind them in that particular, 
the Poets especially, although to make us some amends probably, 
they never fail to inform us that their hero spoke with his 
mouth.* No European reader now will bear such a repitition 
of the words ; he said, and I am obliged to enliven the dialogue 
by intermixing it with the following expressions, so common 
in ail European conversation : Me answered — his antagonist 
rejoined. No, said he, with a surprise : you ought, replied the 
other with a smile. 

Mahmed-yar, an officer of determined courage, w’as sent 
with two thousand men to intercept a convoy of treasure : He 
* Ore fatus : Ore effata. 


3 
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marches over a tract of seventy-two cosses; in six and thirty 
hours, overtakes the convoy with only seventy men^ and had 
defeated the escort, and seized the money, by the time his 
troops are joining him by scores. Our author adds, with one 
and the same bteath, the Navvab was displeased with hipty 
and he quitted the service. Here the narrative seems to be 
interrupted by some chasm ; and I am obliged to fill it up by 
adding : “ Such an important service, instead of maki^jgr his 
fortune, ruined him in the Prince's mind : He took umbrage 
at so daring a character ; A coolness ensued ; and the man 
disgusted, quitted the service." 

Such and the like indispensible liberties, although taken 
with ever so sparing a hand, shall possibly surprise those 
gentlemen employed at the public offices of Calcutta, in trans* 
lating Persian Letters. I acknowledge with them, that Letters 
connected with twenty matters actually passing in review, may 
bear, nay often require, such a dry, scrupulous translation, 
where even the turn of the phrase is obligatory ; but in a narra- 
tion of any length, in an history of the times, I am convinced 
that it could not answer ; and I hope that they shall upon due 
consideration, indulge me with their connivance, if not favour 
me with their approbation. 

I had at first translated about a hundred pages of my 
author, (the last part of his first volume) in that scrupulous 
manner ; and the translation went pretty easily down with me 
on my perusing it by a couple of pages at a time, just as I 
translated it— but when I came to read the whole, I acknowledge 
I found myself tired, sick, of my performance, jaded to death, 
and unable to drag my attention to the twentieth page ; and if 
this has been the case with myself, how could 1 pretend to 
engage the attention of my readers ? I have been obliged 
therefore to set up a method of my own : I read a few pages 
of the original in the evening, thought the whole of them in 
English a couple of hours after ; and the next morning chewed 
the cud over, by reading and translating phrase after phrase ; 
sometimes connecting by one or two words what seemed dis- 
jointed, and then parting what I thought confused ; and not 
seldom pruning what appeared too European in my translation, 
or else paring what seemed to step aside from the text. I 
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acknowledge, ttideedi that I might have read a whole page, and 
after hdviiig thought it in English, might have couched it down 
in diie and the same breath ;*but this would have proved tp 
be my own styles of which the public cares little^ and not the 
style oi SSyd-Gh 81 am-hussein-khan. Upon the whole then, I can 
assume the public that this translation, awkward, and inadequate 
as it shall probably come out to be, is in general a faithful and 
a litetal one. 

And here it becomes proper to inforni the reader, of some 
other deviations from the letter of my author, to which, I have 
thought myself obliged. The author, for instance, speaks first of 
Mahmed-amtn, then of Saader-khan, a few pages after of 
Burhan-el-inulk, lastly of Burhan-el-mulk-saadet-khan ; and yet 
it is One and the same man. At the seige of Bedjapoor by 
Aoreng-zib, his eldest son, Soltan-miiazzem, is called within the 
short period of six pages, Shah-aalum, then Soltan-mahommed- 
mhazzem, then Mahommed-miiazzem, then Bahadyr-shah, then 
Soltan-mahommed*bahadyr-shah, although this prince was not 
complimented with the title of Bahadyr-shah, but several years 
after, when he ascended the throne. Such a succession of 
names on the same man occasions in the reader’s idea, still 
more confusion than those titles of Earl and Duke of such and 
such country, cause in the English history, where you see the same 
title, onr if you will, the same name, borne successively by noble- 
men that had not a foot of land in those countries, and were 
of different, and sometimes of inimical families. But yet, in 
the English history, the same man carries the %ame title or 
name, throughout a whole reign, or even farther, whereas, 
here the self-same man passing and repassing before you, 
round and tound^ with a number of new personages, and at 
each time with a new mask^ and in different dress ; you come 
at last to mistake and confound the indentity of his person.'^ 
To remedy that confusion, which has so much puzzled me 

* This s^min£^ defect arises from that custom in Hindostan of managing 
the conversation in such a manner with a great man, as that all his titles should 
successively, and yet undesignedly, find a place in it: this attention is of the bon 
ton» and Us never dissented with amongst the natives. The English always sup- 
ported by a number of brass speakers, and sure of being heard with attention, 
if not with applause, do not mind such niceties ; and they content themselves 
with translating an English thought on so many liindostany words. 
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at timesi I have made it a point to sticic invariably to tfte JrsFt 
name under which I see a man, and to carry him under that 
name throughout his whole history* But even this rule, general 
as I have made.it, has suffered some devi^ipns, which I haV^ 
thought to be unavoidable : for instance, there is no mentioning 
a Mirza-djeladdeen-haider, still less a Mirza-mehmedor or 'a 
Mirza-shah-cooly-khan : for the English know nothing, but of 
Sudjah-ed-doulah, and nothing but of Seradj-^edr ddulah. 
Nevertheless such is my hard case, that although I have men* 
tioned this, as an exception to my rule, I have been obliged 
to except upon the exception itself : I have been obliged 
amongst the several successive names of one and the same 
person, to attend to that which the English were most accus-- 
tomed to ; for instance, in my original, Nassyr-ed-d5ulah, Viceroy 
of Decan, is the name generally used : it is that known in the 
Decan and in Hindostan ; but the English are accustomed to 
Nassyr-djung ; Mehabet-djung is the name generally used in 
Bengal. — But the English never heard but of Aly-verdy-khan.—- 
By the same rule Alemghir is constantly Aoreng-zib with me, 
Burham-el-mulk is constantly Saadet-khan ; nor do I ever part 
with Sultan-miiazzem, but when himself, on ascending his 
throne, parts with that name to adopt that of Bahadyr-shah. 

Long, veiy long as is this address, I am obliged to add 
two remarks more : were an enlightened foreigner to read a 
translation of some of those excellent books published in such 
numbers by the English, or of the debates in Parliament, or 
of the protests of the House of Lords, he would be apt to 
believe, that the language spoken by such a nation of thinkers- 
born, must needs be the most regular language that ever was 
spoken by the mouth of man ; and yet on learning it himself, 
he would find that this language of theirs, beautiful, nervous, 
energetic, abundant, versatile and commodious, as it is, " is 
nevertheless inconsequent : the grammar of such a ■ nation is’ 
inconsequent ; and their alphabet is still more inconsequent.; 
and although the alphabet of all the nations which have adopt- 
ed the Roman letters, is more or less liable to the same impu- 
tation, yet I cannot help believing that the English .-alphabet 
is nearly intractable. I have been therefore obliged to write 
all the Oriental names of this history in the Italian alphabet, 
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or If you wili' thi^ Scotish alphabet^ as the ]^oun<l of its lettei^ 
is less variable, and it requires the fewer letters for one word. 

My second observation ii on those numerous poetical quota- 
tions^ with which our^author abounds, as well as all the Oriental 
writers. When I compare those .inimitable tcanslations of the 
^neid, and of the Iliad, made by the English, with those prose 
tknslations ' published by the French ; and I consider what a 
figure the latter never fail to cut when set against the former, 
I become convinced aft once, that nothing but poetry ought to 
translate poetry ; and that our author’s Persian verses ought 
to have been translated by English verses at least, if not by 
English poetry. — But here I found myself out of my depth at 
once : and although, sometimes an English verse or two, would 
drop from my pen, when I least thought of it ; I found by 
a woeful experience, that the muses would not come near me, 
when I was most inclined to court their company. — Over-ruled 
by the sense, and brow-beaten by the quantity, as well as 
endlessly bullied by the rhyme, I became sick of my task : I be- 
came tired of cudgelling refractory word into its place, and of 
dragging a rhyme by the hair ; and I have therefore translated in 
prose all the verses of my author : the more so, as I was afraid of 
affording a handle against the genuineness of the translation, by 
applying for assistance to a better versificator than myself ; 
nor was this apprehension groundless ; for an ingenious friend 
having chanced to observe, that I could hardly say in two lines 
what the author had said in one ; surmised moreover, that I 
must have been assisted or corrected by some English hand.— 
Such a remark having given much offence to my sincerity, or 
if you will, to my vanity ; and being myself on the other hand, 
so very proud of my acquisitions in the English language, I beg 
leave to declare, that the awkward and uncouth gown, in 
which I take the liberty to come forward, and to make my 
respectful bow to the public, is entirely of my own cutting and 
sticking. Nor am I afraid, that those, to whom I have the 
honor to be known these many years, both in London and in 
Bengal, shall ever refuse their full assent to the veracity of my 
assertion. 

Calcutta, and November, iy86. 
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In the Name of the Most Bountiful, Most Forgiving God, 

^ Thanks without measure, and praises founded on eter- 
nity, ought to be sprinkled over the magnificent and exalted 
Court of the Just One without equal, since the multifarious system 
of worlds, with a tongue both ideal and audible, warbles 
melodiously a confession of his unity in endless duration, and from 
primeval origin ; and the many-coloured variety of ages, in all the 
vicissitudes of places and limits, and the interchange of night and 
day, indicates and pronounces on the broad diploma of his great- 
ness, the stupendous diversity of events and revolutions. Saluta- 
tions also from eternal time without beginning to eternal time 
without end, are justly due to that splendid present from heaven, 
vie., the Chief of Prophets, and to the family and companions t 
of that noble being, the final cause of existence, and the means of 
connecting the sustenance in this world, and a provision for the 
other : To him and to them be grace and peace to the day of 
judgment and consternation ! 

It is agreed and confessed amongst those that look on the 
register of time, and the vicissitudes of days and nights, that 

This ele^^nt and poetical translation, from the word Thanks to the word 
Consternation, is of the learned and ingrenious Sir Williatn yones^YrYio, by. correcting^ 
three words in the'orignal Manuscript, put it in the translator’s power to understand 
the text ; and were we to conceal such an anecdote, the theft would be pointed 
out by the extreme difference betwixt that florid expressive lang^uagfe, and the 
diyness of the rest. 

f The Reader accustomed to know Mahomet but only throug^h the writings 
of Christian Divines, all equally ignorant of Eastern Literatnre, and equally 
rancorous, would be surprised to hear who were those companions, of whom the 
author speaks. These consisted in thirty-nine men of Mecca, who, having believed 
in his mission, followed him in his retreat from that city, and were therefore called 
Mohadjerin, or the Seceders ; and in sixty others, men and women, all Christfians 
from Medina, then called Yatreb, who, having believed in him, on his fame and 
reputation, were called Anfars, or the Succourers : two appellations which came 
to distingpiish, in the sequel, all the companions of the Prophet, that is, all who at 
any time had fought under him, or followed his party : These, at his death, 
amounted to one hundred and thirty-four thousand men. 
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books of history, and a review of the different stations 
various successions of men are oi manifold conveniency, attd 
produce an infinity of advantages, as if the^ Jlnspectron of the 
historical page 'afforded an insight into the phenomena of the 
Almighty Artist’s full powers, and'a glimpse into the most glorious 
part of the Creator’s performance. It affords information like- 
wise about the several races of mankind, and an insight into the 
institutions and good qualities of their principal leaders, as well 
as in the actions of their followers, and in the imitative motions 
of those that have copied those actors of so exalted a stage. 
On the other hand, men, by such an inspection of the meanness of 
insolence, and of the turpitude of oppression, are often put upon 
their g^ard, and often reclaimed from their shameful conduct : 
All truths so well known to the intelligent and virtuous, and so 
universally admitted amongst those endowed with experience 
and penetration, that it would be needless to insist upon them. 
It is, therefore, in that view, that this most defective of mankind, 
and this humblest individual in the creation, namely, GhSlam- 
hossein, son to Hedaiet-aly-khan, grandson to S^id-aalim-ollah, 
and great-grandson to SSyd-faYz-ollali, the Tebatebaite, of the 
race of Hassen,* (on all whom may God’s mercy rest for ever, 
through the merits of his Prophet, and of his Saint, t 
has thought proper, in the victorious month of Sufur, of 
the year 1194 of the retreat of the Prophet, (on whom, 


* All over the East, it is customaiy to design one’s self always by the third 
person, and by some of those words that signify the fakir, the poor, the petitioner, 
the feeble, &c., &c. But none but people of the highest rank dare call themselves 
the /ast of men in their letters. The Author’s name was Mir-Gh81am-hossein- 
khan, and he suppresses, through modesty, the first and last words, these being his 
titles ; and they signify, the first fMirJ Commander, a word, which, as well as that 
of Seid, which signifies of Lord, is become the title of all those that are of the race 
of Mahomet : These two words are Arabic. The other title is that of Khan, which 
is Turkish, or Tartar ; and it signifies only a Lord in India, although originally it 
signified what it signifies still in Turkistan or Tartary, that is. King or Lord of a 
Tribe. 

t This Saint of God is Ally, Cousin of Mahomet, who had by Fatema, the 
latter’s daughter, two sons, via., Hassen, who was poisoned at Medina, by his 
own wife ; and Husein who was killed in the battle of Kerbela near Baghdad 
It is from these two brothers that descend those numerous Seids that swarm in the 
Mahomedan world, but especially in India, being divided in two races, the Hasseinites 
and the Husseinites. 
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be salutation and grace . for c^^ 
tovundertake Uhie work> his intention being to furnish to soine 
intelligent man the .means of ^giving the publioat j^me distent . 
time hereafter, an idea of the preceding reigns ; ^d to prevent 
hia being stopped short, as by a chasm, on discovering that links 
are. wanting from the chain of past events : for it is certain, that 
to. this day no one has thought of filling up the chasm, by writing 
the history of India since Aoreng-zib’s demise. It is then, to 
put such a clue in his power, that I have imposed on myself this 
task : trusting therefore to my personal knowledge, and to what 
I have been gathering from persons of eminent rank and credit, 

I have strung the whole together in a plain unornamented style, 
where my errors shall be the more excusable, as I cite perpetually 
rtiy authorities ; and by God’s blessing,. I have entitled it Seir 
Muiaqherin (View of Modern Times), as containing the whole 
series of events, from the year iii8, to the year 1195, since the 
venerable flight of the last and chief of messengers, down to 
the present days. 




SBIR MUTAQHEKIN 

OR 

VIEW OP MODERN TIMES - 

BEING AN 

HISTORY OF INDIA 

FROM THE YEAR ni8, TO THE YEAR 1194* OF THE HEDJRAH. 


The Emperor Aoreng-2ib-Aalemgir,(i) after having 
spent so great a part of his life in conquering and bringing 
under control the region of Decan, without being able to 
satisfy himself on that head, abandoned at last his expedition^ 
and turned towards Shah-djehan-abad,( 2 } which was the 
capital of the Empire of the house of Babr,(3) and the glory of 
the cities of Hindostan : but he had no time to execute his 
design. He was overtaken by fate at the city of Ahmed-nagor, 
where, in the ninety-fourth year of his life, and the fifty-second 
of his reign, his venerable person was at once assaulted by a departs this 
variety of ( seases, that reduced him so low, that he despaired 
of his life. — He had then in his camp, two of the Princes, his sive dominions 

(1) The author has Mahmed-Aoreng-zib for Aoreng-zib-aalemgir ; for all Maho- 
metans are supposed to have the word Mahmed for their prenomen ; and the word 
is alwa)rs understood so, if not expressed ; excepted however, when a man bears tho 
name of Mustepha, which being the Prophet’s title (it signifies select), he cannot 
bear the usual prenomen also. Aoreng-zih is pure Persian, and signifies the Orna^ 

^ent €f the Throne, Aalemgir, is partly Persian and partly Arabic, and signifies 
the Conqueror ; it was the Emperor’s title. 

(2) Shah-djehan, father to Aoreng-zib, having added a new city to the very 
ancient city of Dehli, called the whole Shah-djehan-abad, or Shah-djehan’s colony, 
and nnde it the principal capital of the empire : for Labor, and still more so, 

Acbar-abad {alias Agra), are capitals of the-empire likewise. 

(3) Although Timur {alias Tamerlan or Tamer-lang, that is, Timur the lame,) 
is the root of the imperial house of Jiindostan ; however, as his posterity resided 
only in Turkestan or Euzbeg-Tartary, and none of them ever thought of making 
their home of Hindostan, but Saltan Babr, his great-grand-son, hence the imperial 
house is called the house of Babr, as well as the Timurian family. 
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sons, Cambaqhsh,(4) the youngest, And most beloveB^ SMid 
Aazem-shah, who bore the charaetefr of a man of valor abH 
abilities, and ^as fond of military glory. He sent immediatilfly 
for the young Prince, gave him the viceroyaflty of the king^Mi 
of Bidjapoor, and bid him set out directly, with all the poitip 
and all the retinue of a king, recommending to hfm at the same 
time to pursue his journey by long stages, and to push forwards^ 
without stopping. The order bore that he should set out on a 
Tuesday, the seventeenth of Zilcaad, four hours before day- 
break. (5) The intent of such precise instructions was to put 
early the young Priitce out of the reach and pursuit of his elder 
brother, Aazem-shah. Seven days after having taken that pre- 
caution, he ordered that same Aazem-shah, his second son, to set 
out for his government of Malva, four hours after sun-rise, with 
injunctions to make short stages of about five cosses a day, (6) 
and to stop two days at each stage, so as to march only every 
.third day. — In giving such an order, the Emperor made him 
understand, that it was to put it in his power, to prevent the 
disorders that might happen in that country, in case of a 
vacancy of the throne, and meanwhile, to be at hand, to avail 
himself of his father’s demise, for taking possession of his in- 
heritance. But the Emperor’s real view was, to keep so enter- 
prising a Prince, at some distance from him, and to prevent his 
availing himself so far of his enfeebled state of body, as to 
seize and confine his person, that is, to prevent his using him 
just as himself had used his own father, Shah-djehan.(7) But 
hardly had the Prince proceeded a few stages, when the Em- 
peror fell into a state of extreme feebleness, and haying lent an 

(4) Should one take away the Greek termination es, and recoUeet that^tke 
Greeks always rendered the sound Sh by a simple s or by an x, he would easily find 
Cambyses in Cambaqhsh. 

(5) This minute precision about days, hours, and half hours of the day or 
night, is owing to the author’s belief in Astrology, and also to the genera) belief 
which that kind of knowledge has obtained all over Persia and Hindostan. In 
general, such scrupulous reckoning of time are cut short in this translation* 

( 6 ) There are several kinds of cosses in India : the shortest is of .abou^ two 
thousand two hundred geometrical paces. 

(7) He had confined him in the fortress of GSaliar, where he died of veaEation 
and a broken heart .after a confinement of eight years. 




. MU,t'AQI|^RI-N. 

i-. ' ' . 

Jeairto bis mi^i^s Jnyitationi he answered it by the words :(8) 
i?:Mam.r<^yi Q Jord/^ w4 departed for eternity. li was oii a 
tj^iiday, fhe tweatieth of ..theVapnAi one Pahr, i^n4 three garries 
4dter day-break| whiph answers to five astrononiical hours after 
::^un-rise. .. ... 

This intelligence reached Aazem-shah in a few hours : 
hastened back to, the Imperial tent -which he entered on ^ 
.Sundayi the twenty-ninth of the same month, about one quarter 
oi.an. hour before it was dark ; and the next day, two hours 
before sun-'risei be lifted up the imperial Coffin, and carried 
it a few paces on his shoulders ,*(9) after which he sent it to 
Aqreng-abad. On the morning of the eighth of the next month» 
be ordered the imperial music to strike up;(io) and on the 
following Wednesday, which was also the day of Sacrifice, (ii) 
be ascended the throne of his ancestors, and bent his thoughts 
■on gaining the hearts of the Nobility, and on endearing his 
reign to his people. The next day, he took possession of the 
Imperial Treasures, invited to his Court the Nobility of the 
Province, and the absent Grandees of the Empire, and gave a 

(8) These words are Arabic, Lebeic, allahoma, lebeic, — ready, my lord, ready ; 
or command, my lord, command, — These words must be repeated several times 
aloud by every Mahometan before he loses his senses, and after he has made aloud 
his profession of faith ; or they are repeated for him by the by-standers. They are 
also the words which the Pilgrims pronounce by thousands at a time at the foot of 
Mount Arefat, near Mecca, where they have been already naked these two or three 
days, enveloped with a winding sheet, like men dead. 

(9) The Coffin of the deceased is always lifted up by his nearest relations, and 
by his friends, who relieve each other by the way, where they gre also relieved by 
those that pass by, who all make it a point to be assisting in so meritorious a work. 
In advancing towards the burying-ground, they ciy incessantly their profession of 
faith which is this : There is no God but God, and Mohammed is His messenger. Look 
at ike note 12th, section isth, 

(10) This music, which consists of a variety of Drums, haut>boys, and trumpets, 
has been a mark of sovereignty ; and although it is to>day usurped by all the 
Nawabs or Viceroys, it is still deemed a mark of sovereignty, and always of 
command. It plays four times by day, and once by night, and serves also to 
announce some good news to the public. 

(11) This day which is deemed lucky, always falls on the tenth of the month 
*Zilhidj. This sacrifice Is repeated every year by every house-keeper, not in 
commemoration of the Sacrifice of Isaac, which the Arabians look down as a 
spurious pretension of the Jews, but in Commemoration of Ibrahim’s having 
attempted to sacrifice his eldest son, Ismail, who is the Patriarch of* the Arabic 

- nation. 
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public audience, (12) his intention .being to oblige evea^. 
According to . his rank or station* With that view, he confinp* 
ed Assed-khan jn the high office** of Vezir, and Zolficar-kl^Df 
the son of that minister, in ^at of Generalissimo of the forces. 
In a word, no one felt any difference from the clmnge of Prince 
and every one was left in the place which he held^ or was 
advanced to that for which he was fit. 

Meanwhile, the news of the Emperor’s illness having spread 
all over the Empire, every one made haste to secure himself 
in his post, by every means in his power. In this confusion 
of the times, Sultan Muazzem, eldest son to the deceased, was 
then at CabSl, a city and fortress upon the frontiers of Iran, (13) 
where he resided as Viceroy. He is the Prince who did in fact 
succeed his father, under the title of Bahadyr-shah. He 
had with him his two younger sons, Quhodjistah-ahtar, and 
Resi-al-cadr ; whilst his elder son, Muazzedin, resided in MSltan, 
of which he was the Governor ; and his second son, Azim-ush- 
shan, the ablest of the four, and the object of his grand-father’s 
favour, resided in Bengal, of which he was the Viceroy. It 
appears, that the deceased Emperor intended to leave the Em« 
pire of Hindostan to his eldest son, Sultan Muazzem ; the 
dominions of the Decan(i4) to his second son, Aazem-shah, 
and the kingdom of Bidjapoor to his beloved Cambaqhsh, in 
full hopes, that those three Princes would remain satisfied with 
their lot, and would promote, each on his side, the welfare 
of the people of God ; but who is the man who has not felt 
the torments * of ambition ? — and how could so experienced a 
Prince flatter himself, that his sons would be free from it ? 

Cambaqhsh, who governed Bidjapoor in full sovereignty. 


(t2) These Public Audiences are called Bar -am. The Emperor appears 
there at a window, raised about three feet from the ground, whereon stand his 
Ministers and Generals in two rows, throug^h which the meanest petitioner .can, go 
up to the Emperor. The Emperors of Hindostan used to give two such Andiences 
to their subjects in the week, and each was of two full hours ; and this pracUco 
was imitated by all his Viceroys and Governors, down to Mir-cassim-kfian. 

(13) There is no other word for Persia, all over the East, but that dt (ran. 
Pars or Persia is only one of its provinces. 

(14) All the countries to the South of the Nerbeda down to Cape Comorin 
are called Decan, or South ; nor are they deemesd to be in Hindostan no more 
than Bang or Bengala, which signifies South-East ; nor is GSdjrat itself in Hindostan. 
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seeded, satidfied wiidi Jita lot| the iiK>f« sOj 
please his inetheri bad addbd pother Prpvinc^ tq bis, 
arid given him leave to coin moneys arid tq have the Qho^ 
pronounced in bis own name ;( 15) But matters were , not S0 
easy towards Hindostan : For Sultan Mu&zzeiri| on hearing o| 
his father’s illness, had set out from CabSI, as did his second 
son, Azim-ush-shan, from Bengal ; and both those PijnceSf 
taking what Troops and Artillery were at hand, had marched, 
each on his side, towards Ecber-abad, a great city, on thet 
Ugh road that leads to Decan. Sultan Muaj^zem was on hia 
march, when he received the news of his father’s demise. 
Immediately he assumed the Imperial name, and ascended the 
throne. It was on the first Wednesday of the month of Mu-^ 
harem, in the year 1119, precisely at midnight, it being the' 
critical hour pointed out by the astrologers in the sign of Leo ; 
and after that inauguration, he wrote to his brother, Aazem-shah,; 

That if, satisfied with his lot of the Decan, which was a very 
** extensive dominion, and that which their father had set apart 
for his portion, he did not meddle with the Empire of Hindostani 
such a conduct would not fail to produce numberiess benefits^ 
*^and endless blessings,” This insinuation made no impression 
upon Aazem«shah, who trusted to his own personal merit and 
prowess, and made no account of his brother, to whom he 
answered by the well-known adage, ** That is was impossible for 
two kings to live together upon the same throne;” and be 
commenced to make preparations for supporting his pretension ; 
but which ended in nothing but what was of his own seeking. 

(15) The Qhotba, or Speech, although always pronounced ip the open fields, 
on the day of the Sacrifice^ is pronounced in Mosques every Friday, and on some 
other parttqular occasions. At the end of noon-ds^ prayers, the officiant with a 
sword in the scabbard, if the place had been taken by assault, and with a stall 
only in his hand if otherwise, turns his face towards the people, and after having 
read or pronounced some jdirases and salutations in behalf of Mahomet, and his 
.four first sucoessQES, as. well as for his companions, he recommends to the congver 
gation to say the Fateha, for, such and such a one, the reigning Priiuw, fo whom 
may God grant a long life, fee., fisc. This Faieha, which is the first Chapter of the 
Koran, and answers to the dominical prayer of the Christians,, is then repeafed 
Jn a low voice by the people, whilst the official has turned asaio towards the alfer ; 

. and the ceremony is ended by every one stroking his face and beard, apd saying 
aloud, Alhih Seber : «.v., God is Great This ghotba amounts to. an oath of 
allegiance. 


Sultan MuAz>* 
zem, eldest 
sonof Aoreng- 
zib, ascends 
the throne as 
his right. 
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Sultan Muazzem was already at Labor, where, in ; a few^ 
days, he was joined by Mu^zzeddiyi, his son, who, on his fatheifa 
orders, had set out from MSltan with what Troops and Aftillei^ 
he could bring together on so short a warning. There he was* 
admitted to the "honour of kissing his father’s feet, after which- 
he pronounced a speech in his praise, prayed for prosperity and 
length of days to his reign, and then followed him to Ecber-abad. 
Fortune seemed to favour this inauguration : For Azim-ush-i^^ 
shan, who had set out from Bengal with a numerous and welU 
appointed army, and was then on his march to Ecber-abad,: 
hearing of a convoy of a coror of tupees,(i6) (being the tri- . 
bute of Bengal) which the Divan or Intendant of that country 
was sending to the capital, he seized the whole of it, but kept 
it untouched, for his father’s disposal. He. also laid hold of 
Moqhtar-qhan, the Governor of the Province of Ecber->abad/ 
a nobleman of importance, who had given his daughter in mar^. 
riage to the Prince Bidar-baqht, and was a hearty well-wisher 
to the cause of Aazem-shah ;(i 7 ) he confined that nobleman; 
and having seized at the same time the vast treasure, and that 
infinity of royal furniture, which had been deposited these many 
ages in the Imperial palace of that city, he bent his thoughts 
on increasing the strength of his party, on conciliating the 
minds of the inferior governors and commanders, and on gain- 
ing the hearts of the nobility and people. In this he succeeded 
so well, that his army as well as his party, were gaining daily 

(16) A Coror is ten times a lac, or ten times a hundred thousand. Were 

we to form an idea of the progress the ancient Indians had made in other sciences, 
by the perfection to which they had carried their Arithmetic, we should conceive 
the highest opinion of their keenness and penetration : For the decimal way of 
counting, which the Europeans learned from the Arabs in the eleventh centuiy, ' 
these last acknowledge to hold from the Indians ; nor have th^ any other name, 
for designing that way of cyphering but that of RaccamMndi : i, s., Indian 
writing, or cyphering. On the other hand, the words, Arrib, NU, Paddam, &e., 
convey a much more precise idea to the mind, than the words Billion and . 
Trillion^ &c. ' 

(17) Aamem-shak signifies the King of glory. Mudmoom signifies the glorious. 
Amimush-shan, of iftimense pomp ; Muemoeddin, the honour or the honoured of the 
law. Qhodjistah-ahtar, of lucky stars, or of a lucky fortune. Refi^nl^Cadr, of a 
sublime dignity ; Vala~DJa, eminently stationiMl. Alydebar, of a noble disposition* 
Bidar-baqht, of a fortune always awake. Cam^baghsh, the bestower or granter of 
what is wished for ; the object of one's wish. 
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SK^esfiiions. Bat he could not prevail on the Govefnor of the 
cit^el of Ecber-abad, who i^solutely answered, That at a 
time when the Imperial throne was disputed with slaughter and 
« enmity, between three princes of the Imperial blood, he could 
'•not, with any propriety, deliver the fortress *to any of them 
unless that one should have established his government ; in 
** which case, he knew too well what became him, both as subject 
*^and a servant, to mistake his duty/' With this answer he kept 
his fortress shut up. and prepared to support a siege. The 
Prince thinking it inconvenient to lose any time in an affair of 
so much length, went on with other affairs of importance, until 
his father Sultan Mu^zzem being arrived, he effected a junction 
with him ; after which he made him a profound bow, prayed 
length of days and prosperity to his reign, and presented the 
precious effects and money he had had the good luck to bring 
together. No succour could be more welcome : for the troops 
which had already become clamorous for want of pay, were 
suffering such great hardships, that they had become dispirited ; 
and such a timely assistance being taken for a good omen, 
Sultan MuSzzem, from that moment, conceived the fondest 
hopes on the success of his undertaking : he returned thanks 
to God, distributed his treasure according to the necessities 
of his people, and changed their past distresses into present 
comfort. At this very time Aazem-shah, who had only tarried 
a few days in the Imperial camp, to take possession of the 
numerous well-appointed army which he had found ready 
under his hand, was setting out for Ecber-abad, resolved to 
dispute the crown with his elder brother, whom he looked 
upon to be his main rival. The natural ardour of his temper 
being inflamed by such thoughts, he marched with so much 
rapidity, that he left behind most of his troops, and almost 
the whole of his artillery. After continual marches, he arrived 
at the foot of the fortress of GSaliar, where he established his 
head-quarters. It was on a Monday, the eleventh of the first 
Rebi, in the year 1119. Seven days after he advanced towards 
his enemy, whom he found encamped op he plains of DjadjS, 
close to Ecber-abad. It happened that some troops of his 
having advanced nearer to the enemy, had set on fire some 
part of Sultan Muazzem’s head^quarters, and dispersed some 

5 
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cavalry. Aazym-ush-shan was himself encamped there, and the 
combat having grown warmer, he found himself overpoweredi 
and he stopped short to see what Sultan MuHzzem’s fortune 
would operate in his behalf. This Prince, who was then on a 
hunting party, no sooner heard of the enemy’s being so near, 
Battle of than he flew to his son’s assistance, bringing with him his eldest 
^\^^hTo- Muezzeddin, and his best generals with their troops ; the 

thers. combat was growing warm, when an event happened, which 

by turning the fortune of the day, was taken for a token of 
approbation from providence on his enterprise. At once 
there arose such a violent wind, as seemed to give the com* 
batants an idea of the dreadful Ser-Ser that buried the whole 
tribe of Aad under the sands of Arabia ;(i 8) it blew on the 
back of Sultan-Muazzem, and full in the face of Aazem-shah’s 
army. This last Prince having given the command of his left 
wing to his eldest son, Bidar-baqht, and that of his left, to his 
second son, Vala-dja, was marching to the enemy, having his 
youngest son, Aly-tebar, then a child, upon his elephant. But 
he had left Assed-khan, his Vezir, at the camp of GSaliar with 
a body of troops. As he was pushing forwards with ardour, 
Zulficar-khan, his generalissimo, who had also been generalissimo 
under Aoreng-zib, represented to him : ‘‘ That as the day was 
so much spent; and such a violent tempest blew right in his 
face ; and on the other hand, great part of his troops and 
“ artillery were still at a distance behind, it would not be advisa- 
‘ ble to risk a battle for a throne on such disadvantageous 
** terms : that he thought it expedient to remain satisfied with 
the advantage gained over the enemy, by having burned one 
“ of his quarters, and defeated part of his cavalry; and that 
“ to-morrow, when the remainder of the troops with the artillery 
‘‘ should have come up, it would be time then, to take in hand 
“ the bridle of prosperity, and to put the foot in the stirrup of 
success and fortune, in order to fall with one joint effort on 
an enemy already intimidated.” This speech made a strange 
effect. The Prince who had a high opinion of his own military 
character, and that of his troops, and made little account of 

(i8) This tribe, with that of Semod or Thamod, was buried in the sands of 

Arabia, by a violent tempest of sand which the Arabians called Mahomet 

i^peaks of this event in the Coran. 
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his brother and his party, having answered by some expressions 
that betrayed his anger and resentment, the generalissfmo, who 
was known for a man of nflich valor and much discernment, 
replied that since his majesty would not listen to an advice 
dictated by zeal and prudence, and he chose to run head-long 
into his own ruin, he hoped he would not find fault with him, 
if he took his leave of a cause that looked so ominous : The 
Prince, full of indignation, having rejoined by a few broken 
words, of bitterness and anguish, turned his face from that 
officer, just as fortune had now turned hers from himself ; and 
Zulficar-khan, without further explanation, spurred his horse, 
and went to join his father who had been left in the camp of 
GSaliar. 

Aazem-shah, without minding his retreat, fell on the enemy 
with the utmost fury ; and the valorous on both sides being as 
eager as himself to shew their p rowess, a mighty slaughter was 
taking place on both sides. But the wind blowing with more 
violence than ever, raised such clouds of dust and sand, that 
the field of battle was entirely darkened, the troops were 
blinded ; and it became impossible to distinguish the friend 
from the foe. It has been assured by several persons of charac- 
ter who had fought in that battle, that the sand was so hot 
and so big, and it choked so effectually the mouths and eyes* 
of the combatants, that no one could stand such a tempest, but 
by turning his head about ; no arrow fallen from a bow could 
be distinguished at more than a only a few paces distance ; and 
beyond a few paces it could be taken up no more.* Notwithstand- 
ing all these disadvantages against themselves, the troops 
of Aazem-shah were gaining ground ; the enemy's army was 
in danger ; and the fury both of officers and men was so great, 
that to this day this battle of Ecber-abad is renowned all over 
Hindostan for obstinacy and slaughter. 

There was then in Aazem-shah's army an Afghan officer^ 
of great strength of body, and much prowess, called Munevver- 
khan : he was followed by five thousand men of his nation ; and 
as he used to say that a day of battle was a wedding day for 
the brave, he had dressed himself in cloth of gold, and had 
given a similar turban to every one of his men, every one of 
whom was ready to shed his blood with that of the enemy. 
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This, officer having found a favourable moment, drew 
Asgsem-shah, and requested leave to get on horseback, in order 
to rush on the eqemyj and shew to* all the world how zealous 
he was for hia master’s cause, and how prodigal of his blood 
in so noble a service. The Prince answered his request, by 
desiring him to remain upon the elephant he had been allotted 
from the imperial stables ;( 1 9) and the officer mortified at the 
refusal, pushed at the head of his troops as far as the centre, 
where commanded Azim-ush-shan himself. He was opposed 
by Hussein-acily-khan, and some other officers of character, vrhQ 
were sons to the illustrious Seyd-abdollah-khan of Adjmir, better 
known under the appellation of Mia-khan. But the enemy 
pushed on with so much violence, that most of those officers 
were slain together with their men ; and Hussein-akly-khan 
himself, having received several hideous wounds, fell senseless 
on the ground. The enemy had lost full as many men ; but 
Muncvver-khan having exhorted the few that remained to him, 
pushed as far as Azim-ush-shan’s elehpant, and having then in 
his hands one of those spears called Belem by the Indians, he 
ran it with so much violence against the boards of tbe Prince's 
haodah, that it came out at the board on the opposite side ; 
and the Prince had infallibly been killed, had he not shunned 
« the blow, by inclining his body quite to the left. That brave 
man after performing such feats of prowess, fell at last among 
the few intrepid men that had refused to survive their heroical 
commander. 

This bloody action cost the lives of an infinity of illustrious 
persons. The Prince Bidar-baqht, who commanded the left 
wing, fell dead, as did Valadja, his brother, a young prince who 
had never seen an action, and then drank' up to the dregs the 
bitter potion presented him that day by the grim cup-bearer, 

(19) This refusal did not arise from either peevishness or impolicy ; for 
in India every commander of consequence, and eveiy general-in-chief, being seated 
on a throne mounted on an elephant, and preceded immediately by^sottie^l^ge 
standards fixed on elephants, nothing was more common for a wlwda army than 
to turn its back the moment they perceived the general’s seat . empty- But 
the Europeans' having these forty years past gained many a battie by only pointing 
a four-pounder at the main elephant, the Indian Generals have abandoned that' 
custom, and they now appear on horseback : Nay, they have learned to disclpliire 
their troops, and to have an artillery well served. ' ' * ; 




MUTAQHERIN. H 

death. It became necessary to announce these two I<Mtes*to 

Aazmn>shah, their father; and this unfortunate Prince, who 

# 

tenderly loved his children, hnd had a partictdar affection for 
the eldest, fetched a deep sigh, and said \ that victory and Itfe 
were henceforward of no use to him. With ^hese words he 
ordered his driver to carry him into the middle of the enemy’s 
ranks, where his haddah was so thick stuck with arrows, that 
one would have imagined there had rained arrows that day* 
He was followed by a chosen body, personally attached to hinu 
not one of whom would leave their master. The Prince, careless 
of his own safety, but anxious about the royal child, Aaly-tebar, 
had covered him with his bucler, after having made him squat in 
the haddah ; and he himself now remained uncovered : still he 
was pushing on, filling his bow incessantly : But vain were 
all those efforts : the day was already far spent ; fortune had 
declared herself; and his best officers were slain, such as 
Terb3ret-khan| Aman-ollah-khan, and Metleb-khan, with the two 
brothers, .Munewer-khan and Khan-aalem, together with the 
Gentoo Princes, Radja Ram-sing and Radja Dilpet, with an 
infinity of their troops : in one word, his two hopeful sons were 
no more. Aazem-shah himself wounded by several musquet<- 
bails, had fallen senseless in his haodah, when a wretched officer 
of the name of Rostem-dil-khan, having got upon that hero’s 
elephant, was not ashamed to cut off his head. He then took 
the Royal child Aaly-tebar by the hand, and carried the one 
and the other to Sultan Mu^zzem, his master. This sight made 
, a deep impression on the Emperor : the sight ofhis brother’s 
bloody ^ head was more than his sensibility could bear ; he 
fetched many a deep sob, and wept bitterly. As to the royal 
orphan, he pressed him to his bosom, did everything to pacify 
him ; and in the sequel, he conceived so much affection for him^ 
that he never put any difference between him and his own 
children. The latter took umbrage at so much tenderness, and 
once they represented, and complained. But they were silenced 
with this answer from the Emperor’s mouth ; If your inquietude 
^ be about his being inimical to my fortune and crown,* I inform 
** you, that you are much likelier to be so yourselves than he ; 

and that this child, in case of need, shall prove more anxious 
“ for my preservation than any of you.” 


Valor and 
death of Aazein- 
shah, the second 
brother. 
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Fortune having put an end to Aazem-shah’s reign and 
party^ his ministers and generals joined Assed^khan, the Vezir, 
and Zulficar-khan^ the generalissimo ; and went in a body to 
pay their homage to Sultan Muazzem^ now styled Bahadyr-shah, 
or the Valiant King. The Vezir and the generalissimo had 
got their own hands bound with a handkerchief ; and it was 
in that condition they presented themselves, and made a pro- 
found bow : this sight affected the Emperor's sensibility ; he 
was seen to move from his place, and with his own hands, to 
set the Vezir’s hands at liberty : turning at the same time to his 
son, Muezzeddin, he bid him go, and loosen the generalissimo's 
hands. Not content with so much condescension, he made it a 
point to speak with the utmost kindness to both the father and 
son, especially to the former ; and sending for one of his imperial 
suits of clothes, he ordered him to put it on directly, an honor, 
very seldom conferred on a subject, and which raised the old 
minister as high as the celestial mansions. When he saw him 
dressed, he did him the honor of an embrace, made him sit 
down in his presence, gave him the command and pay of 7,000 
horses, with the grade attached to one of nine, added to all 
this a present of two corrors of Dams, (20) and directed, that his 
Paleky should be admitted within the Imperial enclosure, as 
far as the gate of the Gh 8 ss 81 -qhana or' Bathing-place, (21) (an 
honor granted only to Imperial Princes) ; and that his music 
might play within the Imperial precincts : As a last token of his 
favour, he gave him the title of Djelil-al-cadr, with the office of 
Vekil-M8tlac or Lieutenant-General, and absolute all over the 
Empire. Munaam-khan received at the same time the title of 
Djumlet-el-mulk,(22) with the office of Supreme Vezir, and the 
Government of the Province of Ecber-abad, which became an 

<20) One would hardly believe, that a Prince, whose revenues amount to 
about forty million sterling*, in a country where grain is five or six times cheaper 
than in England, should have his income reckoned only by Dams, which Is a 
real coin of copper, from forty to forty-eight to a rupee. In the Chamber of 
Accounts forty Dams always go for a rupee, or a half-crown. 

(21) The Bathing-place is a palace betwixt the Harem-sera or sanctuaiy, 
that is the women’s apartment, and the Divan-khana or Public apartments ; but 
distinct from both ; and it may be called the Private apartments. 

(22) of Glorious Power. DjumUt-eUmulk signifies the Greatest of the 
State. 
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annex to that office. His station in the Cachury or Office^hall, 
was fixed at the right hand of Assed-khan^ with power to set his 
own * seal upon all Public Papers below that of the Prime 
Minister’s. 

After all these arrangements, the new Emperor turned his 
attention towards the conduct of some Gentoo Princes, and 
chiefly towards that of Djehi-sing, Radja of Amber, who had 
sided with Aazem-shah ; and as his own brother, Bedji-sing, 
had sided with the Emperor, to whom he proved very useful, he 
was placed in his brother's stead, and the latter received orders 
to attend at Court. Adjet-sing, son of Djesvent-sing-rhator, 
Zemindar of Djoodeipoor, had likewise sided with Aazem- 
shah, and, moreover, had proved refractory and rebellious. 
Such a conduct deserved immediate attention ; and the Emperor 
having marched into those countries, took those two fortresses 
out of the hands of the hereditary Princes, and put them under 
the management of the Imperial Officers, after having ordered 
the dispossessed Zemindars to attend the Imperial Stirrup, and 
to live henceforward at Court. At the same time, Assed-khan 
was ordered to repair to the capital of the Empire, which, with 
its Province, was henceforward to be under his special care. 
And in this manner every part of the Empire was coming into 
order ; and every heart being gained by the Emperor’s goodness, 
served to strengthen the throne. Unluckily, there arose a civil 
war between the two remaining sons of Aoreng-zib. 

Prince Cambaqhsh no sooner heard of his brother’s death, 
than he prepared to oppose the victorious party, being of too 
haughty a disposition to brook submission, or even tranquillity. 
In vain did the new Emperor send him soothing messages, and 
advised him, in a mild manner, to be quiet and to live in peace. 
This mild pacific disposition served only to encourage Cam- 
baqhsh ; and he sent answers that breathed nothing but anger 
and defiance. Even these the Emperor would have over looked ; 
but finding himself urged and reproached by his own sons, he 
resolved to oppose Cambaqhsh. With tliat view, he set out at 
half an hour before midnight, being on Monday, the seven- 
teenth of Shaaban, in the year 1119, and marched towards 
Bidjapoor, by the way of Fateh-poor and Adjmir. The third of 
Zilcad of the ensuing year, being a Wedhesday, the two armies 
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fought in the environs of Haiderabad, of which city Cambaqhsh 
had made himself master. After/ repeated attacks, and much 
slaughter, Bahadyr-shah’s army drove the enemy out of the 
field of battle/ and remained victorious. This* happened at 
midnight, and 'by this time, most of those that were personally 
attached to Cambaqhsh being slain, the rest betook themselves 
to flight, leaving a complete victory to the enemy. The Prince 
himself, after exhibiting several feats of royal prowess, and 
receiving several mortal wounds, had fallen senseless on the 
ground, with hardly any other sign of life, than a faint respira- 
tion. It was in that condition that the victorious found him. 
He was immediately raised, placed upon an elephant with his 
children, and sent to the Emperor. On notice of this, the 
Emperor sent his eldest son, Muezzeddin, with orders to shew 
him every mark of honor and respect ; and on the wounded 
Prince being arrived, he directed he should be lodged in a 
retired tent, within the Imperial enclosure ; and he went on 
foot to pay him a visit. On discovering his body, he fetched 
a deep sob, and said, ** / have never wished to see you in 
that condition, ** The Prince raising with pain his dying eyes, 
answered, did I ever wish to see you in that condition, 

neither, and expired. The Emperor exceedingly affected by 
such a sight, retired to his own apartment, taking with him the 
young orphans, his nephews. He ordered them to be educated 
in the same manner, ds he had done Aaly-tebar; and he made 
it a point always to lend a deaf ear to the repeated remon- 
strances and bitter reproaches of his own children. 

This battle having rendered Bahadyr-shah master of all 
the Decan, as well as put an end to all competition with respect 
to Hindostan ; and his authority being now firmly established^ 
he conceived that this was the time to introduce some changes 
which he had in his mind. One day he represented, in ft mild. 

Remarkable tone of voice, both to Assed-khan and to his son, Zulficar-khan, 
the ^^mperor generalissimo, “ that Munaam-khan was an ancient servant 

^out his own « of his, and a zealous friend, extremely attached to his persfon. 

“ Whilst I was yet only the Imperial Prince, added he, I promised 
^'that I would make him my Vezir, whenever the crown should 
•‘devolve to me ; and now he reminds me of my own promise 
“ but as I intend not to disoblige you on one hand ; and on 
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other, to break my word would look like a proceeding unworthy 
of the Majesty of an Empespr ; I wish you would advise me in 
^*such a delicate emergency, and point out some expedient 
** that may give satisfaction to both sides, without wounding my 
** delicacy and sense of honor.” • 

Assed-khan on observing the Emperor’s inclination, an- 
” swered ; ” That a fidelity to their word was always incumbent 

** upon Emperors ; but that he hoped likewise that the honor 
** of two faithful servants that had zealously served the imperial 
” family for such a number of years, would be guarded from an 
affront.” This answer having eased the Emperor’s mind, he 
directed that Assed-khan should be immediately appointed to 
the high office of Vekil-M8tlac, or Agent-General and absolute 
of the Emperor’s ; and he ordered that he should be invested 
with a rich Qhylaat or dress of honor. (23) Manaam-khan, at the 
same time, who had often acted as Agent-General to the Imperial 
Princes, and as Divan or Superintendent of his Revenue-office, 
was invested with the Qhylaat of Vezir ; and the Imperial Casket 
and Seal were put in his hands. The rank of these two illustri- 
ous men was also settled by the Emperor himself, who directed 
that after Assed-khan should take his seat on the carpet of Agent- 
General, and under the canopy of the Vezir-ship, Munaam-khan 
should walk up to him in a respectful manner, and should pre- 
sent to him the papers that might require his signature. 

This regulation having satisfied both these illustrious per- 
sonages, they joined their efforts in dispatching tjie affairs of 
state, and in promoting the welfare of the Empire, which con- 
duct after all was their immediate duty, and ought to be the 
intent and scope of employment and service. 

Zulficar-khan, the Generalissimo, was decorated with the title 


(33) A Qhylaat is composed of a Destar or Chira, ue., a turbant, a Patca, or 
girdle, and a piece of stuff, sometimes ready made up, for a ^own or a Djama, 
And hence a, Qhylaat, dressing the whole body from head to foot, is very properly 
called a Ser^pa, or a head and foot. To persons of importance, they add a double 
piece for a gown, and lastly a DJubba, or a short gown with short sleeves ; and then 
such a Qhylaat is a called a Ser~pa of five or six pieces. One piece of light brocade 
is also added for long drawers, but this word is never mentioned. All these 
pieces are of mulmul, embroidered in gold, silver, and silk, upon the most elegant 
patterns. 
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and office of Emir-uI-omrah,( 24 ) and appointed to the govewfi 
ment general of the Decan, comprehending all the provinces 
conquered already, or to be conquered hereafter — a charge qf 
importance, which he richly deserved : for no other man at thit 
time would have been able to bring under control, countries so 
newly conquered and so refractory. The new Viceroy after hav- 
ing settled to his mind, the military and finances of his govern- 
ment, returned to Court, after having left for his Lieutenant, a 
famous Afghan Nobleman of those parts, called DS.8d-khan- 
peni,( 25 ) a man extremely powerful in those countries, where 
his riches, his bodily strength, and his personal prowess, had ren- 
dered him so famous and of so much importance, that there were 
no noblemen in Decan, that could be compared to him. He 
not only was made the hinge of all public affairs, with power to 
bind or loosen as he should think proper, but he had also the 
finance department put in the palm of his hand, with full liberty 
to undertake any military expedition which he should think ad- 
visable. 

Zulficar-khan, after having eased his mind of so great a bur- 
then, went to Court, where he applied himself sedulously in spread- 
ing order and arrangement through every part of the Empire ; 
and as the provinces of Bengala, Orissa, Aazimabad, and Ilah- 
abad, had hitherto been governed by Azim-ush-shan, the Emperor’s 
second son, it was thought proper to continue those countries 
under the same administration. This put it in the Prince’s power, 
to reward ncbly two illustrious lords, that had rendered him many 
important services, and had distinguished themselves so valiantly 
in the great battle of Ecber-abad. These were Abdollah-khan, 
and Seid-aaly-khan, both sons of the famous S^id-abdollah-khan, 
so much revered in Adjmir under the name of Mia-khan. On 
the elder, Abdollah-khan, he conferred the Government of Ilah- 

(24) This office, which is designed by the words Prince of Princes, has some- 

times been by one degree inferior to that of Vezir, and sometimes superior to it, 
so as to be coveted by Vezirs themselves. • 

(25) The word Peni, as well as those of L68di, Tirin, Qhlidji, Bangash, 
design particular races or tribes of Afghan mountaineers, inhabitants of CabSl and 
Candahar, from whence they have more than once spread under the namb of 
Patans, all over India, where they did cut so eminent a figure, that th^ werb mastbra 
of the throne of Hindostan ; and it Is against the family of L68di, in particular, 
that Timur’s successors, especially HSmaiSn, fought such bloody battles. 
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abad ; and he gave that of Aazimabad to the younger> SSid-aaiy- 
Jthan. Djaafer-khan was entrusted with the provinces of Bengala 
.and Orissa, in which he acted already as Qivan. After all 
these arrangements, the prince took his residence in his fathet^s 
court, where he bore a great sway in every thin^. For the Em- 
peror, who was exceedingly good natured, and mild even to a de- 
fect, having remembered a vow which he had once made to the 
.Creator of Spirits and men, that if ever he should ascend the 
throne, he would never deny any man’s request, now wanted to 
act up to that oath of his ; and therefore, dignities, titles, and 
.employments were lavished away with so undistinguishing a pro- 
fusion, that they lost much of their value, and ceased to be marks 
of honor and distinction, although no less a man than Munaam- 
khan had been appointed to examine the several requests, and 
to adjust the respective claims. Nevertheless, as men of low 
rank, whether Hindoos or Musulmen, obtained every day grades 
of six or seven thousand horse ; and the titles of Djung, and 
]Vfulk,(26) as well as those of Rai and RJtdja, were given to 
all comers ; dignities came at last to lose their weight and titles 
to forfeit all credit. 

Meanwhile, the army which pushed forward towards Hindo- 
stan, had been overtaken by the rainy season ; and it was at such 


{ 26 ) The first title of honor given by the Emperors of Hindostan, is always 
that of Khan ; but as all the Afghans, Patans, and Rohillas, never fail to add it 
to their names as a national distinction, it became necessary, in order to distinguish 
it as a title of honor, to add to a name the word Aaly, which signifies high, as 
well as that of Khan. A Mir-djaafer, for instance, on being cfecorated with the 
title of Khan, would find his name run thus : Mir-djafer-aaly-khan. In process 
of time, the court adds some title, which has some reference to a man’s character, 
in a kingdom or province ; thus, Mir-djafer-aaly-khan, Hessam-el-mulk : the high 
lord Mir-djaafer, the sword of the state. This title is in a little time increased by 
two more that relate to a man’s character in war and to his station in the Empire. 
For instance, Mir-djaafer-aaly-khan, Hessam>el-mulk, R8k8n-ed-dd81ah, Mehabet- 
djung : the noble lord Mir-djaafer-khan, the Sword of his Province, and one of the 
Colonels of the Empire, the formidable in war. Look at the note 14 th, section 
lath. The titles of Rdy and Radja, the first of which signifies a Genius or a 
Counsellor, and the second a King, although hereditary in some families of Hindoo 
Prince, are, however, very often bestowed as a reward on Hindoo Intendants 
end Ministers by their Musulmen Masters. Once, for ever, it must be observed, 
that a hundred years ago those titles, which were infinitely less common than 
to-day, bore a real reference to a man’s character, as a soldier, a general, or a 
minister ; whereas now they arc become things of course. 
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a time as this^ that the Minister thought proper to bestow tlie 
Government of GSdjrat on Ghazi-eddin-khan, who enjoyed al- 
ready that of Barar, to which he h&d been appointed by Aoreng- 
zib ; but such <was the feebleness of the Ministry, and such the 
contempt into y/hich their administration had fallen, that the 
new Governor set out without leave, and even without waiting 
on the Emperor. This insolence of his having been passed over, 
encouraged the two dispossessed Gentoo Princes, who lived at 
Court, to take the same liberties. These were Radja D^ehi- 
sing-ketchoa, and Adjet-sing-rhator .‘(27) they both quitted the 
Court without leave, and having crossed the Nerbedda, they- 
returned to their own country, where having ejected with a 
great deal of fighting and slaughter, the Imperial Officers estab- 
lished themselves in their fortresses ; they retook possession of 
them, and reinstated themselves in their own dominions* 

So much presumption had at last roused the Emperor. He 
crossed the Nerbedda with intention to chastise the Gentoo 
Princes, who had so far availed themselves of their distance from 
court, and the inattention of the times, that they had given battle 
to the three Seid brothers, Ahmed-khan, Hossein-khan and 
Qhairet-khan, who had been all three slain, and all three had on 
the same day received the palm of martyrdom. This particular 
had added to the Emperor’s indignation, as well as to the appre- 
hensions of those Radj-poots ;(2S) when an intelligence arrived 
at court, which made it expedient to temporise with them, and to 
accept of the submission of those two Princes who paid their 
homage as tHe Emperor was passing on his elephant. He was 
then indisposed ; but the intelligence engaged him to postpone 
every consideration, in order to smother the lire which G8r8-go- 
vind, at the head of his Sycks, had raised in ^ the mountains. (29) 
That incendiary had got himself followed by the Radja and in- 

(27) KetchSa and Rhator are names of family ; the rest is a proper name. 

(28) Radj.poots signify issue of Radja or King. Th^ are the militaiy tribes 
of India : tall, lean, robust, courageous men, who, yery different in that from the 
Brahmanical race, make no difficulty to eat meat, although living in' general upon 
vegetables. 

(29) This G8r8-govind, or Bishop Govind, was then at the head of tfat Syck% 

men who, after having been mendicants about three hundred years ago, became 
soldiers in the sequel, and form now a powerful commonwealth, that has sent more 
than once sixty thousand horse in the field. « 
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habitants of that snoivy-country ; and he had slain in baUle^ 
Vezir-khan» the Fodjar of Ser-hend. The Emperor, shocked^ 
their ravages, ordered Assed-khan and Zulficar-hhan to ascend 
th<^e mountains; and to blockade, on all sides^ the stronghold 
in which the G8r8 had shut himself up; but in. the night, the 
Radja, who was acquainted with a particular path, found means 
to elude the enemy’s vigilance and to escape with all his follow- 
ers, of whom only a few were intercepted : a neglect that: very 
much affected Assed-khan’s character. The Emperor finding 
that no glory was to be acquired in that country, left Rostemn 
dil-khan in it, with a body of troops, and turned towards Labor ; 
and it was in that city that Assed-khan departed this fragile 
world; His office of Lieutenant-General to the Emperor was 
given to Hedaiet-aaly-khan, son to Enaiet-eddin-khan ; and he 
was installed in it with a rich dress of honor. Ghazi-ed-din- 
khan, likewise, departed his life in his government of G8djrat. 
The Emperor was then encamped on the banks of the Ravi, the 
river that flows at Labor ; and it was there that Rostem-dil-khan 
had the assurance to shew his face at court, after having had the 
meanness to quit his post, and that too without leave. His 
impudence met with what it deserved. He was deprived of his 
grade, command, Djaghir, and confined in the citadel of Labor ; 
and Mahmed-amin-khan was sent in his stead. 

Some strange events happened during the Emperor’s re- 
sidence in that city. As he was fond of the company of the 
learned and ingenious, and he passed himself for an acute profi- 
cient in the subtilities of sciences, and especially* in whatever 
concerns law and divinity, (qualities in which he surpassed 
by far all the Princes of the House of Timur) so he loved to be 
surrounded with people skilled in those matters, and he discoursed 
vrith pleasure on those subjects ; but as he had discovered, by 
the strength of his own genius, that the sect of the Imamites (30) 

(30) The Mahometan world is divided into two principal Sects, one of which 
is called the Sunnies, or Traditionists, because they admit traditions ; and the other 
is called Shijahs or Separatists, and Schismatists, but who style themselves the Ima- 
mites, or Pontificals. The former acknowled^re, for rightful successors of Mo- 
hammed, the QhaHfs, or the Emperors, Ab8-becr, Omar and Osman, all relations of 
•the Prophet, and also Aaly, his cousin and son-in-law ; nor have they any other 
jprcdession of faith than that revealed in the Koran, which runs thus : ** There is no 
God bui Godf and Mohammed is his Messenger, * The Shijahs, on the contrary. 



20 


THE SEIR 


was the only rightful one, and he had set his heart on it, he on hia 
arrival at Lahor, assembled the learned of that city, most of them 
staunch Sunnies, and argued wit£ them about the justice of the 
right of his Majesty, the King of Holiness, the Commander of the 
Faithful, Saint^ Aaly, son to Ab8-taaleb (on whom be grace and 
peace!). These men were all confuted; and the confusion in 
which he saw them, made him conceive the design of adding to 
the usual profession of faith, as uttered in the public prayers, and 
in the Qhotba, the words, ** And Aaly is the Saint of God, 
and the Heir of the Messenger of God,'* An affair of so much 
importance required a power absolute, and a great firmness of 
mind, qualities, which were never eminent in the characters of 
the Princes of the House of Timur, especially in those of the 
latter times ; and, as on the other hand, the Emperor’s eldest 
sons, Azim-ush-shan, and Qhodjistah-aqhter, both men of court- 
age and merit, were extremely zealous for the Sunni tenets, 
this innovation proved very unwelcome, and could take no root. 
The Emperor himself became apprehensive of a vigorous oppo- 
sition on that head ; so that his will remained withput effect. 
Still unwilling to abandon his design without making some trial 
of its practicability, he one day sent a Shijah reader to the main 
Mosque, after having put him under the safeguard of Azim-ush- 


rejecting the three former Princes, as so many usurpers, admit no other lawful 
successor but Aaly, as havin^^ espoused Fatema, daughter to Mohammed ; and they 
hold him therefore the only rightful Pontiff. Moreover, to the profession revested 
in the Koran, which is called the fine words by excellence, they have added the 
words: ** And Adly is the Saint of God and the St&ccessifr if the Messenger if God/* 
It is strange that this Sect, which once partaged the Mohammedan world, at a time 
when it was governed by Princes inimical to Aaly and his pretensions, should nowbe 
restricted to only the greatest part of Persia and some parts of India, for in8tanoe,Bengal 
where, by the bye, the people call themselves Sunnies, or Char- Varies, or admitters 
of the Four Friends ; but where, in fact, they know nothing of Religion, and think 
that the whole of it consists in being circumcised, abstaining from any victuals 
touched by Europeans, and in observing religiously the theatrical idolatrous rites 
used 1^ the Shijahs in the first ten days of Muharrem. The Sunnies may bo dk^tded 
into seventy sects, all Orthodoxes ; but which are all resolved into ^our,^ tuis., tlye 
Hanefies, or those that follow the doctrines of AbS-hanifa ; and such are Turks^ 
the Tarters, some Persians and almost all the Indians. They are the most rational 
and least superstitious of all. The Barbarescs and Mairoquines follooK those ciSi 
Malecs, and so do the Arabs. The doctrines of Ab8-hanbal, or .Hannibal are 
followed by another part of Arabs. The Eastern parts of tbe^ .T^urklsb Empire 
follow Shafey \ and the Persians themselves pretend to be within that- division. > 
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company. The Prince, who was in his heart averse to 
si^fi an innovation, took the ntan with him, out of respect to his 
father’s pleasure ; but proved entirely passive when the congre- 
gation, which was mostly composed of Hanefies, having got 
information of the scheme, fell upon that inno*bent man, and 
hacked him to pieces, before he had time to utter the offensive 
words. 

This commotion was followed by another. The men learned 
in the law, and some principal inhabitants, all men of the Sunni 
principles, having forthwith assembled in the Cathedral, sent a 
message, by which they invited the Emperor over to the right 
party, and required every inhabitant, Musselman or Gentoo, good 
or bad, to be assisting with their persons and fortunes ; but the 
Emperor, without minding the invitation, continued during the 
remainder of his life, to promote the tenets of the ShTjahs, and 
to pass a great deal of his time in arguing with the Doctors of 
the opposite party ; although to no purpose at all. And, indeed, 
if the promulgation of new principles depended entirely on argu- 
ment and reason, why should the Prince of Prophets and Chief 
of Messengers, (on whom, as well as on his posterity, be saluta- 
tion and peace to the end of time f ) have received orders to fight 
from the Lord of the Creation — ^he who was confessedly the 
most eloquent man of his time, whether in Arabia or in Iran ? 

Five years had already elapsed since the Emperor’s acces- 
sion to the throne, and it was the third year since he was en- 
camped on the Ravi, close to the city of Labor, whep some altera- 
tion was perceived in his mind. It was about the middle of 
Muharrem, in the year 1124 of the Hedjra. One day, he took 
into his head to give orders for killing all the dogs in camp, as 
well as all those in the city of Labor. As such an order, from so 
sensible a Prince, could not appear but very strange, people 
were willing to. account for it by supporting that some witch- 
craft, or enchantment had been practised upon his person. Such 
a state of things was the more disagreeable, as the Sycks were 
becoming equally numerous and troublesome. Forbidden from 
coming into the city of Labor, not one of them was to be seen 
in the day-time ; but as soon as it was dark, they never failed 
to. return to the houses of those that used to feed and cherish 
them ; and this manege lasted during the whole night : for at 
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day^break they would throw themselves in the Ravi, (31) and 
after having swam on the other side, they lurked in the neigh-^ 
bouring fields. 

These manoeuvres of the Sycks, as well as the tumult in the 
Cathedral, 1 hatre mentioned upon, the faith of a letter which 
Amin-ed*do81a, of Sambal, had written to his children, and which 
I have found at length in the papers of his secretary. The 
latter says, that the Emperor incensed against the Doctors that 
had excited the tumult which had cost the reader’s life, had 
ordered some of them to be thrown into a prison, and some others 
to be sent to the fortress of GSaliar. Sometimes after, the Em- 
peror having felt a slight indisposition of which no one suspect- 
ed any ill, he at once fell into a swoon, in which he suddenly de- 
parted from this w ^rld, to hasten to a comer of the mansions of 
eternal mercy. It wa^ ihe 19th of Muharrem, about two hours 
before night. 

The Prince Azim-ush-shan, who happened to be present 
when the Emperor fell into a swoon, finding himself unable to 
stand such a specta. le, had quitted that spot, and retired to his 
own camp, after having recommended to Amin-ed-do81a to tarry 
a few hours more, in order to bring him a sure intelligence about 
so mournful an event. So that as soon as the Emperor expired, 
that nobleman had repaired to the Prince, and had informed him 
that his father was no more, and that all was over. The Prince 
wept bitterly ; but Amin-ed-do81a h;i» dried his tears with a 
handkerchief,^ bid him stand up, a-M dkc ni. party instantly, as 
not a moment was to be lost. “ Ascend the throne, ” said he, “ at 
once, and order the Imperial kettle-dru.ns(32) and music to 
strike up immediately ; ” and this being complied with, the few 
courtiers that chanced to be at hand, made haste to present their 
Nazers according to custom, and wished the Prince a long, 
happy reign. At this very time Amin-ed-do81a with Naamet- 
ollah-khan, and some others, represented that Zulficar-khan, the 
Generalissimo, as well as Hami d-ed-din-khan, who, were both 

(31) This circumstance of whole multitudes throwing themselvez into a large 
river, and swimming over, must not surprise the reader. There are so many rivers, 
lakes, ponds, and waters in India, that every man knows how to swim ; and in Bengal 
all swim, from the oldest women, to the children of four years old. 

(32) Those Drums are made of iron hoops, and twice as big as those used in 
Europe for the cavalry. 
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inimical to him, were actually busy in fitting up the imperial body, 
and would be taken up with that ceremony as far as the grave, 
and of course could afford a precious delay, in which they both 
might be seized and secured. The Prince seemingly unmoved by 
so important an advice, answered, that the Imperial honor would 
** suffer from such a hasty indecent proceeding ; and that for his 
own part he trusted solely to his own right, and to God AI- 
** mighty's assistance ; the more so, as after all, Zulficar-khan 
Could do but little.'* This answer struck his advisers and well- 
wishers dumb; and they said in a low voice: “ May God turn 
this into some good ! " In fact, the Prince was guilty of an en- 
ormous oversight, and that too,at the very threshold of his throne. 
Nevertheless, Naamet-ollah-khan, of his own motion, went away 
directly, and putting himself at the head of a •’i:: . rous brigade of 
his own, he marched straight to the imperial paling; where having 
found the generalissimo already gone to his camp, and in the 
middle of his troops, he returned to the Prince, after having 
missed his blow. 

It must be observed that Azim-ush-shan had always borne a 
great sway in his father's life-time, under whom he had acted as 
his Lieutenant-General, whether in signing papers, or in dis- 
patching business ; and as the whole household, to which he 
commanded, as grand-master, was devoted to him, he had found 
no difficulty in taking possession of his father's treasures, and 
ascenci.iig the throne ; a steT) which had afforded some assur- 
ance and some satislacLier to i e troops in camp. But this was 
lO^ the case of all. Numbers that looked more narrowly into 
the matter, were appreh ave of troubles and much bloodshed ; 
so that whoever could provide himself with a carriage or a beast 
of burthen, made haste to send his family with his best effects 
into Lahor, during the whole night, whilst others went within the 
the Imperial paling and took their abode there. (33) 

(33) Imperial enclosure of tents (and the Hindostany Emperors heretofore 

were encamped for six months together in the year) may be of a mile and-quarter 
in circuit. lt*contains one hundred and twenty tents, some of them big enough for 
several hundreds of men, and the largest might admit two or three thousands. All 
this is surrounded by a conatt, or waif of cloth, six feet high, without which is a 
fading that surrounds the whole ; and it is betwixt these two enclosures that reside 
the guards. Further off. there Ss another paling ; and here too, in the intermediate 
space, reside the guards, and some other people attached to the Imperial household, 
such as chair-men, water-men, taper-bearers, &c., &,c. 
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Whilst all this was going forward, the Physicians, SadyC:^ 
khan and Hekin-el-mulk,(34) together with Mehabet-khan and- 
all the Ministeis of State, as well as all the Crown officers, went; 
in a body to pay their homages to Azim-ush-shan. They were- 
led by Shah-nevaz-khan and Hamid-eddin-khan. On the pther 
hand, Rostem-dil-khan and some others acknowledged Qhodjis- 
tah-aqhter. But Zuliicar-khan, the Generalissimo, who did not^ 
like this Prince, and was upon bad terms with Azim-ush-shan, re- 
paired to the eldest son, MuSzzeddin, and asked him whether he- 
had any commands to lay upon him ? ** None at all,^’ answered- 

the Prince, “ at least at present, for I have neither money nor- 
troops, having added to the Imperial army whatever I could 
bring together, when I came to join my father. But I intend 
“ to retire into my Government of MSltan, where I expect to coir 
“ lect forces as well as the means of appearing again upon the 
** stage of the world, at which time I shall act as fortune shall 
point out.’’ The Generalissimo disapproved of such a dilatory 
party, offered money, troops, and artillery out of his own private 
stores, and proposed to join immediately both Qhodjistah-aqhter 
and Refi-al-cadr, by which junction they would disperse Azim- 
ush-shan’s party, after which it might be time for the three bro- 
thers to consult together about further measures. This proposal 
was not relished by Muezzeddin, who trusting but little to the 
Generalissimo’s promises or power, desired him first of all to go 
and find his two brothers. Zulficar-khan returned directly to 
his own camp, where having assembled what money and effects- 
he thought necessary, he sent the whole to Muezzeddin, repair- 
ing at the same time to the quarters of the two other Princes, 
whose hearts he gained at the first interview, after having made 
them agree to an equal division of the treasures and effects of 
the late Emperor. 

All this while Azim-ush-shan, surrounded by Crown office^v 
and by the courtiers and generals attached to his party, .^as ^sit- 
ting on the throne in full possession of the Imperial l^>nots, blit 
resolved to fall on whoever should venture to attack him. He 
surrounded his camp with a ditch, planted his cannon rpun.^* .a,nd 

^ r; 9 

(34) One may judge from thence how much Physicians are respected in India* 
There are in most cities charity-lands set apart on purpose for them, that they may 
p ractise witHout fees. 
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tHr k few days waited the event, in hopes that the Other pretend- 
ers, having no money, their troops would disperse of themselves; 
dt come over to his camp. But as fortune was ndt on his side; 
it happened that the veiy reverse of all that came to take place ; 
for Zulficar-khan, after having performed a service that heemed 
above all reward, invited the Princes to join together ; and this 
being agreed to unanimously, they repaired with him to Mudz- 
zeddin’s camp, where they formed him a court worthy of the Im- 
perial splendour. This happened in the 1124 year of the Hedjrab. 
The next day, they marched to attack Azim-ush-shan, and a royal 
battle was fought ; but as destiny was against him, in a little time 
his troops were defeated, and they fled on all sides ; but what is 
singfular, is that Azim-ush-shan’s body could not be found, not- 
withstanding all the search made for that purpose. This event 
was related in the following manner : — 

The first day, there was a slight attack from the enemy ; but 
as if they had changed their minds, they contented themselves, for 
seven days together, with firing showers of cannon-ball into Azim- 
ush-shan's camp, from which they were answered in the same 
style. On the seventh day, Naamet-ollah-khan and Aziz-khan, 
with Radja Mohcum-sing the Cahtri, and Radja Radj-sing the 
Djatt, came in a body with Shah-nevaz-khan at their head ; and 
they represented to that Prince, that as his enemies were not yet 
grown so numerous as had been apprehended, it was possible to 
attack them, and to disperse their troops, by sallying upon them 
at once, and coming to hand-blows. For all answer, the Prince 
desired them to wait a little, and with this order they were 
obliged to comply. The Prince hoped that as the Djatt Chura- 
mon, and the Bandjarras,(35) had so beset the roads, that no 


(35) The Djats are a sort of Rad j pools that formed, twenty years ago, a 
powerjhi! state, that extended from Adjmir to Mahtra and Acber-abad. It has been 
ruined by Nedjef^khan. The Bandjarras are a set of armed men that travel all 
over India, by thousands at a time, with their oxen loaded with bulky goods, such as, 
a^t, wheat, line rice, &c., with, now and then, spices, and tin and copper. They 
encamp every evening in a regular square, the dispositions of which would be 
'admired Iii Europe. They are in the centre with their wives and children ; their 
f»xen being made fast, three or four deep, to iron pins fixed on the ground. A 
strong guard at each corner flank this fortification ; and their numerous dogs scour 
all the avenues. Neither tigers nor banditties dare approach them ; and a traveller, 
of whom they have taken charge, is safe to all intents and purposes. ^ " 
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provisions could reach the enemy’s camp, tho latter would soon^^ 
be obliged to disperse for want of 4aily food. Whilst he was so 
much inclined tb dilatory measures, he topk none to gain the < 
hearts of bis trdops. Extremely sparing of ^ those treasures he 
had found ready under his hand, he looked like one anxious to 
carry them to the other world with him. With such a scheme in 
his head, no wonder that whenever any bolder advice was pro- 
posed, he was sure to mar it, by answering those very words of 
his — wait a little more^ On the eighth dayj Zulficar-khan, hav-* 
ing fetched from the city of Lahor# several large pieces of can- 
non i got them planted. on a raised advantageous ground, from 
which they were incessantly pouring showers of large balls into 
Azim-ush-shan’s camp ; and as in order to bring up the cannon, 
the enemy had set open the road to Labor, the troops of Azim- 
ush-shan, already exceedingly disgusted, availed themselves of 
that opportunity to put themselves out of the reach of a heavy 
fire, by retiring from the rear of his camp. This state of inaction 
having highly disgusted the two Gentoo Radjas, they . repaired 
to the Prince at the head of their troops, and represented to him 
that as there were no means left to tarry in his camp, and they 
would put up no more with the eternal taunts of the enemy, 
they were resolved to fall upon them with their own men, whe- 
‘Hher they should be supported or npt, being determined on 
taking their chance.” To this animated remonstrance the 
Prince made no other answer than this — wait a little more. The 
two brave Gentoos shocked at such a reception, vented their in- 
dignation in expressions of reproach, and with one and the same 
breath, they sallied forth, and fell sword in hand upon the enemy. 
As these did not expect such a sudden attack, they were 
prized and gave way ; and the two Princes, after performing 
wonders, and passing through the enemy's ranks, penetrated as 
far as the battery in question, of which they took possession. 
This was the time to support those brave men ; but so far was 
the Prince from any such exertion, that he sent bis Aid^de-camps 
abroad to reprimand and bring back some commanders that had 
sallied forth of their own accord. This moment of suspense 
having been observed by the Generalissimo and Rostem-dil-khan, 
they made a brisk attack upon the Gentoo Princes, who received 
them with great bravery, and a sharp engagement took place ; 
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but the two GentooSi overpowered by numbers, having fallen 
mortally wounded, their lost courage, and fled towards 

Labor» at the veiy time that a brave Afghan, called Sul6iman- 
khan«p^ni. was coming to their assistance with a thousand horse 
of his nation. He came just in time enough to IcTSe his own life 
by a musquet«ball, and his body was sent to the city by the 
victors. 

Of about sixty or seventy thousand horse that had been 
in Azim-ush-shan’s army, there remained now about his elephant, 
no more than about ten or twelve thousand ; and these; as soon 
as the Prince was returned to his quarters in the evening, retired 
to Labor by shoals-*^so that the next morning . he found himself 
with no more than two or three thousand men ; and with this 
handful, he wanted to march up to the enemy ; but as they had 
brought him his accustomed elephant, and he was going to 
mount, the animal refused to kneel, whatever his driver could do 
to oblige him ; and the Prince was obliged to send for another. 
By this time, even the few that remained with him had disap- 
peared, and on putting his elephant in motion, hi found about 
his person, only Naamet-ollah-khan, with ten troopers, Amin-ed- 
doflla-khan, with twenty, and Radja Djehi-sing, with a little 
more than a thousand ; — ^all his people, of all sorts, not amouht- 
ing to two thousand men ; still he was advancing to the field of 
battle ; but hardly was the action commenced, when there arose 
such a. violent wind as put in motion all the sands of the Ravi ; 
and it raised such clouds of dust, as left no ether pa^ty than that 
of shutting one’s eyes, and turning the head away from the 
violence of the hurricane ; nor was it possible to open an eye 
but to see the flash, or to unstop an ear but to hear the report 
of the enemy’s cannon. Some troops of cavalry having come 
upon their rear at this moment, let fly a shower of arrows ; but 
as there was no see in Azim-ush-shan’s person, they pushed for- 
wards to plunder his treasures. A moment after, a cannon-ball 
striking the.Micdember, or throne, on which he was sitting, set on 
fire the pillows, and occasioned much smoke. The Prince^ to 
save his life, threw all the furniture down ; and Amin-ed-do81a 
having asked whether he was not hurt, was answered, JVot at 
all — -go on — 'go on/* At these words, the General having fetched 
several deep sobs, and dropped some tears, was reprimanded by 
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the Prince, who, with a mag^nanimity remarked by att, refiroach^ 
him for his want of firmness. Etrmness ! ” answered the Gfen- 
eral| what purpose can it answer to* us now ? The vessel of Our 
** hopes is going to be dashed against rocks ; and nothing re- 
** mains to me but to strike my head against a stoni^, or a stone 
** against my head. In vain have all your faithful servants, been 
entreating you to let them sally forth, and march to a general 
attack ; in vain did they repeat their ^instances for so salutary 
a measure : your answer was always these words, of bad omen,— *- 
Wait a little more ; ” but after all, how could your Majesty do 
otherwise, since it was in the Almighty’s decree, that we should 
be undone ? Still there remains one party ; it is yet time to take 
‘‘ it ; but a moment hence, it will be too late. Leave your ele- 
phant, mount a horse, and fly with us towards Bengal. There 
you have your family, you have friends and succourers ; and at 
any rate, Da8d-khan-peni, who commands throughout all the 
“ Decan, is your servant. Let us retire to Bengal, which is a 
place of safety ; and there, after having dried your feathers, 
** and trimmed your wings, you may take your party, and come 
again, and act as occasion shall direct.” ** All that is very 
replied the Prince ; but what has Dara-Shecoh done after his 
'"‘defeat ? And did all that avail to Shudjah ?(36) If I am yet 
" destined to reign, the scriptural sentence — Many a time did a 
small number prevail over a multitude — shall be verified in 
“ my person \ nor is victory and success so far distant from us 
yet.” To all this Amin-ed-do 81 a rejoined, that he had tto more 
than twenty troopers with him, and that every one else was gone 
away. " Very well,” said the Prince, coolly, " let me have one- 
f' half of these twenty, that I may with them rush on that Mu^z- 
" zeddin ; and with the other ten, do you rush on that Wretched 
"of Qhodjistah-aqhtar.”(37) The general was near losing h& 
wits on hearing these words, and the Prince was yet Speak-^ 
ing, when Qhoadja-hassen (since QhandoSran) was heard^ to Ory 

■■ ■■ ■ - ■■■_ I , 

(36) Two brothers of Aoren^r.zib^ who could never recover Ifioiti.adefeat, 

and perished miserably. - / « 7 

(37) The word Qhodjishtah-aqhtar signifies of a lucky destiny ; bat Azim- 
ush-shan having proposed a na or negation to the word QhodjistrA, made them 
signify the very reverse. The text has it : ** And with the other ten, fall upon that 
Na-qhodjUtah~aqhtar.** 
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fyqm be|iin 4 : General, I am going to Bengaji. Believe , me, let 
** us go together.” “ Never,” answered the General ; “ and m 
“ long as thore is breath in Azint^ush-shan, I will not part with 
**him*' , He had hardly said this, when a large cannon-l;iall 
having struck the elephant full on the root of the proboscis, 
made him run mad. The animal turned about and made to the 
water side, with the fury of a whirlwind, and the rapidity of light- 
ening. His conductor lost his seat, and fell on the ground. 
Djelil-khan-loSdy, who sat behind, (38) laid hold of the ropes, 
came to the ground, and fled for his life. Several people at- 
tempted to intercept the elephant, and Amin-ed-doSla was of 
the; number; but there was no overtaking him. In a moment, 
he saw the animal jump down a cliffy part of the bank, and plunge 
into an eddy— he plunged and disappeared. Coming close, 
he perceived, an extraordinary motion in the waters, with a great 
deal of mud flying up ; he heard the roaring of the waves, but fedrcwn 
saw no elephant ; and he concluded that both the animal and ed. 

Prince had sunk, never to come up again. Immediately he took 
to flight, but was soon overtaken and seized ; and he was sent 
close prisoner to the Citadel of Shah-djehan-abad, where he 
remained . until he was set at liberty by an express order which 
Feroh-syur, after his victory over Muezzedein, addressed to the 
Governor Yar-khan for that purpose ; and in the sequel he rose 
to the highest dignities of the state. 

This important victory, which had cost so little that it 
seemed a gratuitous present from heaven, raised the ideas of 
MuSzzeddin, a Prince who wanted neither courage nor merit ; 
and he conceived now the design of setting aside the partition 
treaty, and of assuming to himself the crown of all Hindostan. 

. With that view, he displayed the standard of contention and 
superiority,, and in such a manner that th^ union of the three 
lirotbers ended in disunion and bloodshed. It is certain that 
theso dissensions arose about the division of the Imperial treasures. 

" ' (a^) He was of the family of LdSdy which once had held the sceptre of Hindo- 

stall f and In fact, none but people of the highest rank can sit in the back part of the 
haddah, or throne, placed on an elephant ; and that place in a province in particular 
belongs to the pivan or Civil Governor of it, who holds the Moorchull as a mark 
of his ^dignlty, This Moorchull or fly-driver, is an elegant implement made of 
• PeacQck-’s feathers, beautifully arranged, and stuck into a rich handle, in general, 
of agathe studded with jewels. 
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Bloody deci- 
sions between 
the three bro- 
thers. 


This consisted in eighty cart-loads of the E8hrefllies,(3$) Und 
in a hundred more laden with nii>ees. Qhodjistah-aqhtar want- 
ed to divide alt this money in three equal parts ; but Zulficaf- 
khan made use of so much chicanery, and he brought so many 
pretences forwards, that three-fifths of that immense sum became 
Muezzeddin’s share, and the two other two-fifths only fell to the 
share of the two other brothers. Such a proceeding could not 
but exasperate them ; and Qhodjistah-aqhtar resolved to assume 
the crown^ and took the title of Djehan-shah :(4o) so that the 
two parties were ripe for coming to blows. This Prince, having 
been joined at the same time by several commanders of great 
distinction, such as Mahmed-khan, and Rostem-dil-khan, men 
who breathed nothing but slaughter and blood, the two armies 
looked at each other with a jealous eye ; and although they did 
not come to a battle, they passed whole days and even whole 
nights under arms. For as soon as the King of Astres had 
retired behind the western tracts of the world, the two* armies 
would light an infinity of tapers and other fires, and Seemed to 
wait but for an opportunity of coming to blows. Djehan-shah^ 
who had a very cosiderable party, soon found himself at the head 
of a great army and a numerous artillery ; nor was Muezzeddin 
behind him in those two respects ; and he now took the title of 
Djehandar-shah, or. Possessor of the Whole, or of the World# 
The two armies partook of the enmity Of the two brothers ; and 
for three days together, nothing was thought of but skirmishing 
by day, and^, watching under arms by night. On the fourth day 
the fortune of Djehan-shah’s having declined from its meridian, 
he said to his generals that he wanted to examine his encampment 
from without, and that meanwhile they should be careful to 
keep their troops mounted and ready, as he intended a review. 
At the same time he recommended to his spies to be upon the 
watch, and to give him immediate notice, the moment they should 
perceive that the enemy's cavalry had alighted, and were 


(39) An Eshreffy is d piece gold worth from thirteen to sixteen ilipeeZ.r 

(40) The word Djehan-shah signifies King of the World, and also Kiik|^ of 
the Whole ; and it was to shew him the difference which he put between himself 
and his rival, that Muezzeddin took the title of Djehaffdar-skah, which words 
signify the /Cing possessor of the World. 
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preparing to dress grain for their horses. (41) Tliat moment* 
being come, Djehan-sbah, who>Jtiad his troops mounted and ready, 
rushed towards the enemy’s camp, where aftqr a^ slight combat, 
the confusion became general. The enemy's tfoopfs confounded 
by such* an unexpected attack, made but a faipt ^resistance, lost 
ground, and at last dispersed. The flight and dismay became 
at once so universal, that a famous courtesan, called Lal-coar,{42) 
Who was the favourite mistress of Djehandar-shah’s and followed 
him everywhere, mounted upon a veiled elephant, was obliged 
to fly with the crowd, and that too on foot without a veil. She 
fell in the hands of Rostem-dil-khan ; and that officer was 
actually busy in loosening the string of pearl that hung at the 
cordon of her drawers, when she was rescued from his hands. (43) 
In a confusion so sudden, Djehandar-shah himself having 
missed his accustomed elephant, got upon the first that came to 
hand and had no canopy, wrapped himself up with a large sheet, 
and bid the driver carry him across the enemy’s troops, and 
under colour of his carrying a woman, (44) to find his way to 


(41) Horses in several parts of India are fed upon a kind of bean, boiled ; 
but horses of distinction are fed with sheep’s heads boild to rags. 

(42) This title of Coar alone would prove that she was a dancing-woman or 
a public dancer, and a courtesan. The same profession is designed by tbe words, 
Bal, P8ri, Sec., which those women always add to their proper names. There are 
several sorts of thrones or sedans placed upon an elephant. The most ordinary 
one is a hAodah, which is made of boards strengthened with iron, the whole having 
the appearance of an octagon platform, surrounded by boards eighteen inches high, 
which in war time become two feet high, and these too covered with iron or 
brass plates. Such an hAodah, being divided in two unequal parts, the forepart 
of it, that is the three-quarter of it, may easily contain a man with his pillows 
and cushions, and upon a stretch two men ; the hind part can contain only one 
man, and him, too, very narrowly. Such an ha 5 dah covered with a canopy, is 
called an Amhari, and is not used in the field. Lal-coAr was upon such an Amhari, 
veiled, or surrounded with curtains. 

(43} This cordon is made of net-work like an officer’s sash, but so very fine, 
that the heaviest of them does not weigh more than one ounce of silk ; a kind of 
girdle which corpulent women could never wear without hurting themselyes, but 
which the delicate shapes of India, wear with a deal of ease. The forepart of 
this net-work ends in some ornaments of gold and silver thread, and with Ladies of 
distinction, in several strings of pearls, emeralds, and oftener of rubles mixed, the 
whole elegantly made. This cordon is five feet long, and eight inches in breadth, 
when stretched, otherwise it is no bigger than a small finger. ' 

(44) A veiled carriage, that is, a woman’s i^arriage, or chair, is sacred all 
over India, as well as her apartment. No constable would dare to touch It, and 
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*Zulficar-khan. The man did as he was bid ; and no oppositioti 
being made to a woman’s voiturcji e Djehandar-shah got safe to 
his general, just as cries of victory were filling the air in the 
enemy’s troops. Zulficar-^khan amazed to see Djehandar-shah 
in such a condition, became anxious about the fate of the day ; 
he called aloud to a body of choice musqueteers attached this 
long while to his person, and throwing gold by handfuls amongst 
them, he told them that the day was come to render him an 
important service ; that it was the only one he asked of them ; 
and that one once performed, they would see what his gratitude 
was capable of, and what their good fortune had prepared for 
them. “ You see,” added he, ** that Djehan-shah is now sur- 
rounded by multitude of officers and soldiers, who are present- 
•‘ing him their Nazurs (45) in compliment to his victory. Let 


we have seen the English themselves pay a respectful regard to that custom. In 
178a, Bidj&igur, a strong fortress, belonging to a Gentoo Prince, revolted, having 
been besieged by the English, and the Radja’s women having requested leave to 
depart the place, the English commander received Governor Hasting’s consent 
thereon, with injunctions, to respect the Indian ideas. So that several scores 
of covered chairs, laden with women, and to all appearance with gold and jewels, 
also passed, unvisited, through the whole English army. 

( 45 ) The Nastur being a custom peculiar to India, needs a description here. 
This word signifies sight in Arabick, and by implication, cffering. In fac^ ib is 
an offering which a visitor makes to one very superior, on a first interview, or on 
some holy days or solemnities. It is a present in money from one to five rupees, 
or of five rupees with mohur, or of one mohur as far as eleven. And these are 
presented in t^^is manner: The visitor advances without salute close to the 
superior and presents his Nazur, which he has placed on a small white handker- 
chief folded quadruple, on the palm of the right hand, actually leaning on the palm 
of the left. When the Nazur has been taken up or even touched, (and there are 
many niceties in taking up or in touching it, which last amounts to an acceptance) 
then the presenter retreats two or three paces, makes his bow, and remains stand- 
ing or sits down as he is bid or his rank requires. Persons of nearly equal are 
admitted to an embrace, some before, some after, the Nazur has been presented. 
Officers, in general, present their Nazur upon the sleeve of their malmal coats, which 
they draw down upon the palm of the hand for that purpose. Superior officers 
present' only their sabres couched upon both palms; and this is tduched with the 
right hand, which is then carried to the forehead in token of acceptance. A com- 
mon trooper meeting by chance a Prince passing on his elephant, wehld present 
his sabre in that manner in token of respect, and the Prince,' although at so 
great a distance, would submit to the ceremony of seeming to touch It, and carry- 
ing his finger to his head in token of acceptance ; for in India' a troOfier is deemed 
a gentleman, and is received as such in the best companies. There arc Nazurs of 
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** some hundreds of you mix with that crowd under the same 
pretence, and then let them iire at once all altogether u^pon 
him. This is easy, and all that I want of you.” * As soon as he 
had done speaking, three or four hundreds of diem,(46| with 
their officers at their head, mixed with the crowd ; and' whilst 
Djehan-shah was talking to the people about him, and receiving' 
Nazurs, and looking at the troops who pillaged Mu^zzeddin’s 
camp, they fired altogether at him, laid him sprawling in bis 
blood, and gave an unexpected victory to their master. This 
prince, so unexpectedly victorious, no sooner saw the enepiy 
retreat, than he retired with his mistress to his quarters, where 
he spent the night in drinking wine, (47) and in looking at his 
dancing-women, whilst the troops fatigued by such a journey, 
were taking some repose on the field of battle, every one where 
he found himself. 

The next morning at day-break the Prince Refi-al-cadr sent 
the principal eunuch of his seraglio to compliment him on his vic- 
tory ; but the victor who had passed the whole night in drinking 
delicious liquors, was now fast asleep, and there was no awakening 
him ; but his eunuchs hearing of the message, which the Prince's 
man was bringing, fell a laughing, and told him ” that he was a 
” great fool indeed to bring such a message ; the more so as his 
** master having but just seen what had been Azim-ush-shan's 
” and Djehan-shah's fate, had no occasion for any further warn- 
ing.” This answer having convinced the messenger of his 


eleven, twenty-five, fifty-one, one hundred and one, and a thousand and one mohurs ; 
but these except the two first, are presented in a bag, which the visitor places at 
the foot of the Mensed. There are niceties without number in presenting, receiving, 
taking up, touching, refusing, taking, touching with one hand, with two, declining, 
ficc., and also in advancing to present a Nazur. Governor Hastings in general, 
never took up a Nazur, but only touched it, and he attended to all the niceties in 
which a long residence in the country had initiated him. He never took up Nazurs 
but from five persons in Bengal, and in fact from Lucknow to Calcutta there are 
but eight persons of a rank high enough to embrace a Governor-General, and to 
render an acceptance, indispensable. 

(46) This manoeuvre was the more easy as troops wear no uniforms in India. 

(47) Although grapes are uncommon in India, and in general do not ripen 
kindly in that climate, the Indians extract, instead of wine, several kinds of in- 
toxicating liquors from the sugar-cane, the cocoa, and the taal (or Toddy) tree, 
smd also front riee and from mow, a kind of sweet fruit. These are oftefi mixed 
and compounded. 
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master’s mistake^ he made haste to retunii and to give notice . 
of what had happened. This intelligence afforded at once an . 
immense deal of information to RfeG-af-cadr ; like a man wak-. 
ing from a dreamj he ordered the Nagara or great kettle-drum ' 
to be beati and^listening only to his own despair, he mounted 
and went forward, his troops and friends following as fast as 
they could. These motions having put Zulficar^khan upon his 
guard, he ranged his army in battle array, and sent a trusty 
eunuch ^ith orders to drag Djehandar-shah out of the women’s 
apartment, and to get him mounted by any means whatever 
upon an Imperial elephant. But Djehandar-shah was. now in 
the height of intoxication, bare-headed, with his clothes in the 
utmost disorder, (48) and with hardly any knowledge of what 
was about him ; and it is in that condition he was put upon his 
elephant and brought to the field of battle, where the Generalis- 
simo was already marching to Refi-al-cadr. This Prince ad- 
vanced on a full gallop, and charged the troops of his rival with 
an heroical valor that deserved a better fate. He penetrated 
through the thickest of the enemy, and fell covered with wounds, 
after having shown throughout this bloody action a great deal 
of presence of mind. The few troops he had about his person 
being mostly slain, or wounded, and himself being left nearly 
alone, he took up his sabre and buckler, jumped down from his 
elephant, and after having performed prodigies of valor, he 
drank undauntedly the bitter draught presented him by death. 

This victory having put Djehandar-shah in an undisputed 
possession df the Empire, he sent notice of his accession 
throughout all the provinces. Moving at the same time from 
Labor, he marched to Shah-djehan-abad, where he made his 
entry with all the pomp of an hereditary monarch, and all the 
pride of a victor. It was on a Monday, the fourteenth of the 
first Djemady, of the year 1124, about three hours before sun- 
set. On his passage through Badely, he was received by 
Mahmed-yar-khan, Governor of the province, who went so, far 


(48) Bare-headed, that token of European respect, would he deemed an atro- 
cious indecence in India, amongst the better sort, where none appear bare-headed 
but Bankrupts, and they sit then before a Lamp burning in broad day light. How* 
ever Peasants, especially in Bengal, go bare*headed j and somo rigid Brahmans 
make it a rule to go only so. 
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on purpose to pay his homage to the Emperor^ as he was passing 
on his elephant. Four days after, at about , noonday, the. sun 
being then in the meridian, die Emperor made his entiy in the 
citadel, and took possession of the Imperial palace. (49) 

And now the new Sovereign being sea&i 4 throne, 

confirmed Assed-khan in the high dignity of Vekil-mootlac, or 
bis Lieutenant-General, all over the Empire, and Zulficar-khan, 
his son, in that of Vezir. But here he commenced embruing his 
hands in blood. Sultan Kerimeddin, eldest son of Azim-usfa- 
shan,. was seized at Lahore through the management of Hedai^t- 
kesh-khan, and brought to the Emperor’s presence, where he 
was instantly put to death. Nor were the other princes, of the 
blood, all sons of Aazem-shah or of prince Cambuqhsh, treated 
much more favourably. Those unfortunate youths, who lived 
quietly, without suspecting any thing of their impending fate, 
were all seized at once and rigorously confined. History, melted 
by the misfortunes of so much innocence, has conserved their 
names. It was Aaly-tebar, son to Aazem-shah, and Muhi-et-tessa,, 
and Firozmend, the two sons of Cambuqhsh. There was a third 
son, whose name is not certainly known. 

All these precautions being over, the Emperor thought 
only of raising his relations to dignities and honors, and of 
rewarding his friends to the utmost of his power. His milk- 
brother, Cocal-tash-khan, was promoted to the highest offices, and 
his. name was changed into that of Qhan-djehan-bahadyr.(5o) 
His beloved mistress, Lal-coar, was decorated with the title, of Im- 
tiazmahal*begum, or the Exalted Princess of the Sanctuary or 


(49) This Citadel which has more than four miles in circuit, and contains the 
ImpeHal Palace, is built of an excellent stone, of a pale pink colour, and presents 
an admirable aspect. All the buildings (and these although not in the Grecian 
architecture, exhibit a noble appearance) are built of red stone or of marble. All 
is pi stone there, as well as throughout the city, to the very roofs, which are made 
of' beams, joisters, and boards, all of stone, and terraced in stone. 

(50) been observed that the rich* French Banker of the last centuty, Samuel 
Bernard, who possessed money enough to buy live hundred Counties, never as- 
aumed the title of a count which Louis the fourteenth gave him, being sensible 
that no man would call him by that title. But in India, as well as in England, a 
title ' becomes a rule for all the world ; and a man would become ridiculous by 
deviating' from it» • The words, Kkan^djekan-bdiadyr, might be translated by these 
of YtUmnt l^d of all tho World. 
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could not but give general offence, and excite in particular tho 
indignation of the nobility, and o^ the grandees of the state. 
There was then in the capital, a lord of importance, an ancient 
general, son to a great nobleman, known in the world under the 
titles of Gha^-eddin-khan-firoz-djung-tevary. His name was 
Chin-kylydj-khan,(54) and as he had been generalissimo under 
Aoreng-zib, had promoted an infinity of officers, and had enjoyed 
the highest confidence of that discerning monarch. He made 
hardly any account of Zulficar-khan himself, whom he had never 
visited. This general, after his master’s decease, had abstained 
from coming to courts finding that the times did not agree with 
him ; he lived retired, was seldom seen abroad, and then it was 
to pay a visit to some man renowned for his piety or his learn- 
ing. Unluckily, one day as he was passing by, his very numer- 
ous retinue was met by that woman’s cortege, which was full 
as numerous, but much more overbearing ; the general out of 
regard to the complexion of the times, made a sig^ to his people 

Singular aside, and leave the street free, so that she might not be 

^quarrel of a ® 

^nerai with a Stopped. But her people flushed with having got the upper 

of^thcTEm^r^ hand, let fly a number of sarcasms at the general’s people, whom 
<Mr*s mistress, their master was at the pains of keeping under control ; and all 
seemed to go well, when Zohra coming up with her elephant, 
asked whose retinue' it was, and what was their master’s name ? 
And being answered, she put her head out of the curtain, and 
called out : '' TAou Chin-kylydj-khan, surely thou must be the 

** son of some, blind father,’* These words unhinged the gen- 
eral’s temper ; shocked at the deliberateness of her delivery, 
as well as the indignity of her expression, he made a sign to his 
people, which they interpreted in an order to . chastise that 
immodest woman’s people. Hardly was the sign made, when 
those old soldiers fell upon her people, and after having handled 
them severely, they fell upon Zohra lierself, pulled her from her 
elephant, dragged her on the ground, and gave her a full mea- 
sure of cuffs, slaps, and kicks. This beating was' over in ah 
instant But this instant was erfough to make the General 
* recollect in how much danger he had involved himself, and how 

(54) These words which are Tartar or Turkish, signify th^ SabriO^drawiag-lord- I 
It is the same man who shall cut so great a figure then<;eforward under the iiaine > 
or Assef-dja, better known to Europeans under the title of Nizam-el-mulk. 
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’ ci^tical were the times in which he lived- Struck with this 
thought, he turned to the right, ^ and for the first time went to : 
pay a visit to Zulficar-khan^ The Vezir expressed^ his surprise, 
and wished to know what were his commands, and to. what he 
owed the honor of so unexpected a visit. The general made him 
a faithful narrative of what had happened. The Vezir not only 
condoled with him on such an accident, but applauded his be^ . 
haviouf, and dismissed him satisfied. As soon he was gone, 
the minister took pen, and wrote this short note to the Emperor : 

The honor of any one of the nobility, your faithful servants, 
belongs to them all^ and your devoted slave joins issue with 
y Chin^kylydj-khany It was high time that such a note should 
arrive. For by this time Zohra was got within the precincts of 
the sanctuary, but without advancing farther than the gate, where 
she was laying ashes upon her head, and rolling herself in the 
dust ; and Lal-coar, who thought herself involved in this affair, 
was working the Emperor’s mind towards some act of severity ; 
and God knows what was going to come out of his mouth, when 
the note was put in his hand, and to all appearance intercepted 
some flagitious order. 

This affair happened at the very time when Lal-coar’s worthy 
brother, unable to contain himself in his sudden elevation, was 
boiling over, and committing excesses of all sorts. This up- 
start having chanced to get a peep at a beautiful woman, married oftiw^Vezir** 
to a gentleman, who lived in the Vezir’s neighbourhood, fell 
desperately in love with the charms he had seen ; and as en- 
treaties and presents proved of no avail, he attempted to satisfy 
himself by main force. The husband screamed, and ran to 
Zulficar-khan’s. This minister, who was naturally a great lover 
of justice and a man of vigour, was shocked at so atrocious an 
action. In the agitation of mind in which such a recital threw 
him, he was seen to move from his seat, and he immediately sent 
people with orders to bring the guilty Qhoshal-khan, dead or 
alivcv The prder being executed with as much severity as it had 
been, given, the man was dragged to the Vezir’s apartment, who 
so, soon as he saw him, ordered him to be put to the cudgel; 
and this was done with so much vigour, that the man was left 
for dead ; and as he heard at the same time that every one com- 
plained of that upstart’s violences, he sent him prisoner to the 

9 
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castle of Selimgur,(5'5) and ordered his whole property to be 
confiscated to the profit of the Exchequer. 

This firmness of the Vezir's, and the exertions it produced 
now and then, could not fail to displease the Emperor, in so 
much, that the union and cordiality between him and his minister 
had already been endangered more than once. But as he re^ 
membered that he owed his very life and crown to that minister’s 
abilities, and he was overawed by his undaunted firmness, he 
thought it expedient to bear with him ; the more so as the 
Eastern Provinces of the Empire were now engrossing his atten- 
tion. 

Bengal, the most Eastern province of the Empire^ and 
the only one which is entirely under the management of the 
Qhalissah or Exchequer-office, produces the greatest revenue 
to the Emperor ; and on that account, the Divanship or 
Superintendence of the Revenue of that province is reput- 
ed the most important of the Empire. This office was 
actually enjoyed by Djaafer-khan, who had been appointed 
in the reign of Aoreng-zib ; but it was under the administration 
of the elder Prince of the blood called Azim-ush-shan, who was 
Governor of the province, Commander-in-chief of the forces, and 
fully invested with the power of making war or peace with any 
refractory Prince of those Eastern extremities of the Empire. 
The Prince enjoyed, besides, an absolute command over the 
limitrophe or neighbouring provinces of Oressa, Bahar, and Ilah- 
abad, as we have already said. To lighten the burthen of so 
cumbersome an administration, and also to reward two nobleman- 
brothers that had rendered him services of importance, he bestowed 
the government of Bahar or Azimabad on Hossein-ali-khan, and 
that of llah-abad on his elder, Abdollah-khan ; at the same time 
he entrusted Djaafer-khan with the military government of Bengal 
and Oressa, where he was already Divan or superintendent of 
the finances. Now it must be observed that on the demise of 
Aoreng-zib, the Prince was obliged to march to tjie assistance 

(55) Selimgar may be reputed the dun^^eon of the Citadel of Dehli ; pr if we 
take this citadel to be, as It really is, a large populous city, Selimgar is its castle or 
citadel. This castle is fortified with towers, and contains apartments for Princes 
Pf the blood prisoners. The commandant is independent of the Governor of the 
citadel^ as is this last from that of the city and province. 
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of his father, Babadyr-shah, and had left his son, Feroh-ayar, with 
some of the Ladies of his seraglio at Acber-nagar, vulgarly called 
Radjmahal, a place of note upon the Ganga, *where Sultan‘ 

ShuM^ah, brother to Aoreng-zib, had built a noble palace* He left 
likewise, under the care of some persons of distinetion personal-' 
ly attached to him, his treasures and some of his effect, 
which he did not think proper to send for, no more than the 
young Prince his son, even during the whole reign of his father, 
Bahadyr^-shah, under which he bore so great a sway. Matters 
remained in that state, until fortune having put an end to Azim- 
ush-shan’s influence and life in the manner we have mentioned, 
and that ill-fated prince having by so strange an accident hasten-!' 
ed into eternity, Mu^zzeddin, now Djchandar-shah, ascended 
the throne ; and one of his first cares was to dispatch an order 
to Djaafer-khan, Viceroy of Bengal, for sending the prince 
Feroh-syur, prisoner to court. This order embarrassed the 
Khan, who thought himself under very great obligations to the 
Prince's father ; and he sent him a trusty person, who advised 
him to provide for his safety by flying the country in time ; or 
perhaps, the Prince himself having got some advice of the orders 
received by the Khan, thought it unsafe for him to remain longer in 
^the country. Be it as it may, this much is certain, that the prince 
who reckoned on the gratitude of Hossein-aaly-khan, a noble- 
man of illustrious race, who joined to much military merit a 
character renowned for goodness of heart and munificence, set 
out of Radjmahal with his family, seraglio, and effects, and 
arrived at Azimabad in great dejection of mind, and very un- 
certain of his fate. Instead of entering the city, he took up his 
abode in a caravansera, near a spot close to the water side, 
called Djaafer-khan's garden, and which touches the eastern 
extremities of the walls ; from thence he sent an humble message 
to Hossein-aaly-khan, the Governor, in which he expressed himself 
like a man in the utmost distress, friendless and hopeless. The 
■Governor, Y^ho did not think himself strong enough to espouse 
Feroh-syur's cause, in opposition to the whole empire, which, as A Competitor 
well as Zulficar-khan, the Vezir, had submitted to Djehander- 
shah, declined, at the very first, to have any concern with him* J 
He ev^n. answered, » That the orders he had received from Court, fyu??® 
"enjoined him a very different conduct; that out of respect for 
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*^the memory of the Prince’s fiitfaeri he could not bekf tbe' 
thought of seizing his person^ as he was commanded to do ; 
** but that, by all means, it was advisable for him to rdtife out of 
** the province,^ that his flight should afford him (the Governor ) 
“some excuse with which he might cover himself against the 
“ injuries of a jealous Court, and the suspicions of isn Empero if 
“ little accustomed to scruples.” 

All this is related in a differe nt manner in a memoir that 
appeared after Feroh-syur had mounted the throne, and of 
which we shall make use in the sequel. According, then, to this 
author, Ahmed-beg, a/tas Ghazi-eddin-khan the Cossa, or Goat’s 
Beard, a man who cut a great figure in that province, having taken 
a great part in this whole affair, had prevailed upon the Governor, 
to pay, at least, one visit to the fugitive prince. The Prince 
received him in so singular a manner, as had never been practised 
by any Prince to a subject, or by any Lord to a servant. He was 
all humility and submission ; he stood up for him and made him 
sit in his presence. After such a preamble, he represented how 
friendless, hopeless, and distressed was his condition, and how 
fearful he was lest he should meet at Court with a fate similar to 
that of his brother, Sultan Kerim m-ed-din. He added, that 
unless he found some protection and assistance, he had nothing to 
hope for his safety, or for his life. He had hardly done speaking, 
when the Ladies of his family, whom he had stationed on purpose 
behind a veil or curtain, fell a weeping and sobbing, and the 
Prince’s youngest daughter, Maleka-zemani,(56) came out of the 
veiled-room, and seating herself on the Governor’s lap, she 
repeated to admiration the part she had been taught. In a 
soothing tone of voice, and a moving cast of features, she entreat- 
ed him to take pity on a forlorn family, and to grant his assist- 
ance and safeguard to her father. At the same time she paid 
him some compliments, and added these very words, that have 
been conserved by the author of the memoir : “ It is true you 

** are of the race of God’s Messenger, (57) and you .dete^nd in 

(56) These words signify the Queen of the Times, or the Rdg^nir^ Quees, 
and what is singular, she became the Reigning Queen in the sequel, when she was 
espoused by Mahmed-shah. 

(57) Mahomet, according to all Mussulmen, is God’s Messenger ; and Aaly, 
according to the Sijahs, is God’s Saint. 
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direct lin^ frbtit his Saint; moreovnirl jSea enjc^ all the 
M advantages which power apd a high character can 
. but yet it cannot be denied, that it is to l\2im*iisb-shaii^s 
favour and countenance that you stand indebted for your pre- 
*'sent welUbeing. If, then, you make use of all these powers 
<^to come to my father’s assistance, and to render him all those 
* services which may be expected from your illustrious birth, 

' *^and your high character for valor and prowess, you shall 
have deserved all that my grand-father has done for you ; else, 
if you choose to act otherwise, then, whatever is to be our des« 
** tiny, shall certainly come to pass ; but do you take care of 
what the world shall say of you.” The Princess had hardly 
done speaking, when both the women that had come out, and 
those that had still remained behind the curtain, joined their 
entreaties to her’s ; and from sobs and tears they proceeded 
to screams and lamentations. At this very moment, Ferock-^ 
83mr, who, on the Governor’s making his bow, had got him dress* 
ed in one of his own suits of clothes, (58) and had made him sit 
down, now rose from his seat, and advanced to fasten his own 
sabre on the Governor’s side. The latter overcome by such an 
unexpected scene, forgot his former repugnance and apprehen- 
sions, and descending now to the humble tone of a subject, 
he said, that ** what his humble servant had done hitherto, was 
” nothing more than what became him as a servant, however 
** unworthy it might prove of his Master and Lord’s acceptance. 

M l have nothing but my head, ” added he, “ and this I dedicate 
to your service. And nour that I . have put on this sabre, I 
” have said farewell to my head and life, having devoted the one 
and the other, as well as my fortune, to your service. Com- 
*^mand me, then, that I may do as I am bid. Now is the time 
to raise troops, and to prepare everything for pushing on the 

(58) The custom is, that the man designed for that honor, passes into a 
neighboulring clbset, where a person prepared for that office, rolls over the man's 
tiitban that which is to be bestowed upon him. He also assists in his putting Cn 
the new clotfies, that is, the gown and sash, over his own gown ; and, in that con. 
ditjon, he proceeds to the presence, preceded by principal mace-bearer, or 
chopdar, who proclaims his name and titles aloud, with the reason of his receiving 
that honor. This ceremony over, the man goes home, where he gets new clothes 
fitted to his body, and he wears them for three days ; or, at least, he wears the tur- 
*ban, add the piece of jewel given along with it. 
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** wair: Ascend tiie throne at once, and, without allowing 
enemy time to look about hiit) himself, let us follow as des* 
f* tiny shall lead. 

Let us see what the mover of the events of this world, 

Shall have intended to bring forth for us.’’ 

Ferock-syur’s concerted management having had a full ef- 
fect, Hossdn-aali-khan published, that every one should pay his 
homage to the Prince, and make a render of his person and 
fortune. Such a proclamation having produced a great con- 
course of people of all sorts, afforded to astrologers, fortune*^ 
tellers, and to men of learning, a full opportunity to approach 
the Prince ; and as the latter, exceedingly credulous and ignorant 
himself, was perpetually consulting their science about what 
might be the fate of his expedition, he put it in their power to 
feed him with favourable predictions, and with hopes suitable to 
the occasion ; in which some were in earnest, and some meant 
no more than to provide for themselves, as in fact several of them 
proved to have done, as soon as Ferock-syur had ascended the 
throne, and had it in his power to bestow pensions and emolu* 
ments upon them. 

Whilst the Prince was listening to predictions, Hosseinw 
aaly-khan.was taking every measure that could promote his 
undertaking ; and with that view he wrote to Abdollah-khan, his 
elder brother. Viceroy of Ilah-abad, both to give him notice of 
what had happened, and to entreat his concurrence. Abdollah*^ 
khan, amazed at the intelligence, answered his brother in a strain 
that reflected severely on the precipitancy of his conduct, as 
** well as on the extreme danger it was pregnant with. He ad- 
" verted at the same time to the impropriety of a step, which 
besides all the perils of its high nature, involved in its conse- 
quences their consorts, children, families and seraglioes, which 
** being actually at Shah-djehan-abad, could not fail to exper- 
ience all the resentment of a Prince, little susceptible of scruple j 
^'and who saw his throne attempted.” To this reprimand, 
Hosseln-aaly-khan answered. That for his own part, be had 
Fcroh s ur’s ** P^^y, happen what it would, and could not retro- 

party is^ es- grade ; that he would never form any objections to his remain- 
pow^a^bi^ “ eider brother^ with the elder party, that isj that of 

Mu6zzeddin.” In the sequel, Abdollah-khan himself carried away 



MUTAQBERIN. 


by, hid brother's entreaties and examples, altered his tesblutionv 
and wrote to his younger broker : That since what f had happen- 
ed could not be fecal]ed« it became them l^th tb make the best 
**of it. Now that you are embarked in the undfulaking/' added 
he, *^make haste to join me, as my proximity *10 the capital 
renders me the more liable to become an object of resentment 
** to the Imperial army. Let us then join together, and have but 
one cause.*' 

This is what I find in the memoir in question. But there is 
another account, and this is as follows » 

The Emperor Bahadyr-shah having appointed Yzed^ 
ddSlah, a nobleman of high rank, to the Government of Bengal, 
commanded Feroh-syur*s attendance at court, who being appre- 
hensive of a fate similar to that which his tyro brothers, Sultan 
Kerim-eddin and Prince HomaiSn, had experienced, did not 
choose to trust himself near the Emperor, and had protracted the 
time by contriving a variety of delays. Being arrived at Azim- 
abad,, and u nwilling to proceed farther, he under pretence of his 
consort’s being near her time, found means to prolong his stay'; 
and he wrote to Court accordingly. During his sojourn there, 
some astrologers, fortune-tellers and other shrewd men, who 
wanted only to provide for themselves, prevailed on Hekim- 
refyh, his Physician, to instil in his mind notions of ascending 
the throne, and thereby providing for his own safety. Whilst 
these people were working on that weak mind, there appeared 
at once at Azimabad, an officer called Mahmed-reza, but better 
known under the name of Raiet-khan, who being one of thole 
that had fled from Bahadyr-shah’s resentment, was contriving to 
repair his lost fortune, by producing a forged order for his taking 
possession of Rhotas, a strong fortress, south of Azimabad ; 
and really he found means to effect his purpose, so that he was 
actually busy in laying in a stock of provisions and necessaries, 
having made his account with < keeping possession* He had 
even the^ audacity to write to the Emperor, and to give him 
advice that his soldier had through the sloth and incapacity of 
the Governor found means to get such a good post ; and this 
intelligence was likewise confirmed by the gazetteers of those 
parts and by the Crown-intelligencers. On this piece of advice, 
there came an order from the Emperor ; and it was backed by 
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a particular letter of Azim-ush-shan, enjoining Prince Ferolf** 
syur to chastise the impostor. BujL as it was not an easy matter 
to get admittance in« the fortress^ and the Prince was mention- 
ing it to his friendsi one of them, called Dilachin-beg, a Calmuc 
by nation, and*- a stout man of resolute determined temper, but 
who had so far displeased the Prince as to be forbidden the 
Court, found means to send him a secret message by one of the 
principal Courtiers. I propose, ” said he, ** that the Prince shall 
publish that he has received orders to confirm the impostor in 
his post, and that I shall be the person who is to carry to hhn 
the robe of investiture. Let the Prince therefore reinstate me 
** in his Princely favour, and let him try my abilities and his own 
destiny in this undertaking, which I hope shall recommend me 
to the Imperial notice. But I may perish in the attempt ; 
** and then, if it be after having performed the service expected 
from me, I hope it will entitle my family and children to a 
subsistence for their lives.” (59) 

This scheme of his having been approved, the officers of 
Government published a false account of the Imperial order they 
had received ; and the Prince having sent for the Calmuc, put in 
his hand the Qhylaat, standard, and patent of investiture, and 
dismissed him with honor and distinction. The man thus pro^ 
vided, put himself at the head of a numerous retinue, with 
which cortege he arrived at the foot of the mountain, on which 
Rhotas is seated ; and from thence he sent the impostor notice 
of his errand. But the latter who was constantly upon his 
guard, and extremely suspicious, would not admit all that 
cortege, and sent only a permit for the Envoy and two more 
persons. The Calmuc went up with only one, and whilst the 
Governor, into whose hands the standard had been delivered, 
was intent on reading the patent, he gave him a stab with his 
poniard, and repeated the strokes until the Governor fell down 
dead, the Calmuc himself with his companion having been wound- 
ed in the scuffle. On sight of this, the officers of the garrison fell 
upon the impostor’s followers, killed some, wounded othersi^ Con- 
fined the rest ; and putting the dead man’s head into the Calmtic’s 

(59) This account is very confused and inaccurate, and there are two gross 
anachronisms in it, which the translator has been obliged to admit, of course* 
although not without seme slight emendations. 
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Itands, they sent him back to Feroh-syur, who loaded him with 
favours* This happened just the time when intelligence had 
come of Bahadyr«-Bhah’s demisci and when Hossein-aaly*khan 
was gone on an expedition where he intended to bring to order, 
and to quiet, some distant parts of his government: 

This time of suspense was seized by Feroh-S3rur ; and before 
any intelligence might arrive of any of the deceased Emperor's 
children having ascended the throne, he ordered the public 
prayers at the mosques to be read in Azim-ush-shan, his father's 
name, published that he had ascended the throne and taken 
possession, and he wished him a prosperous reign. Having 
reflected in the sequel on the high nature of his proceeding, and 
dreading the consequences of his hastiness, he sent a submissive 
message to Hossein-aaly-khan, the Governor of the Province, by 
which he excused what had passed, and at the same time desired 
his attendance, as he had sentiments of the highest esteem for 
his person. Some days after the Governor returned to Azimabad ; 
but as he did not seem inclined to enter into any connections 
with Peroh-syur, he was visited by the Prince's mother, who 
soothed his mind, promised him the disposal of all the affairs of 
the Empire, and taking to witness her own Coran, which she 
had brought for the purpose, she protested by God Almighty's 
Messenger, that he would never repent of such an union of con* 
cerns. This interview had calmed the Governor’s apprehensions, 
and entirely gained his heart, when news came of Azim-ush* 
shan's death, and of Djehandar-shah's ascension to «the throne* ^ 
But by this time the Governor had advanced himself so far with 
Feroh-sjrur, that there was no receding with any safety ; and he 
thought it better boldly to push on. He, therefore, ordered public 
pnlyers to be said in the mosques for Feroh-syur, coined money 
in his name, and displayed to the full the standard of contention 
and o^en war with Djehandar*shah. Feroh«syur, in return, made 
it a point to cement daily his union with him, and to add every- 
day to his influence and authority. 

The Governor being now in earnest, assembled the bankers 
and principal men of the city; and having borrowed from them 
large sums of money, proportionable to their circumstances, for 
which he gave bonds signed by the Prince, and payable on his 
having subdued his enemies, he soon assembled a good army, 

lO 
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^nii oil auspicious day, he set out oif his expedition, carryingf 
the Prince at the head of his troops. At the same time he 
appointed Seyd-ghairet-khan, his sister's son, for his Lieutenant- 
General in the province ; and knowing that a convoy carrying 
the tribute of Bengal, was on its way to Ilah-abad, ht5 wrote to 
Abdollah-khan, his brother, to entreat his seizing so fair a prize, 
which, however, he was to reserve entirely for the Priiice's use; 
unless he might want some small part of it for his own necessities. 
This convoy was under the charge of Shudjah^khan, son^ 
in-law to Djaafer-khan, Viceroy of Bengal. AbdolI^h-khan 
no sooner received the* Prince's order thereon, than he stopped 
it, converted part of it to the use of his troops, but kept the 
remainder for his brother's occasions. He also reviewed the 
artillery of the citadel and province, and pitched upon a number 
of pieces that were to compose his train. Whilst he was push- 
ing his preparatives with vigour, Djehandar-shah, informed of 
his rebellion, had given his government to Radji-mahmed-khan, 
whose lieutenant, SSyd-abdol-ghaffar-khan, a man of character, 
had orders to expell Abdollah-khan ; and he had been furnished 
for that purpose with twelve thousand horse, and a quantity 
of artillery. Abdolla-khan, who had been all this while expect- 
ing his brother with the Prince, confounded at their non-appear- 
ance, and not thinking his small force a match for the Imperial 
troops, had shut himself up within his citadel, after having sent 
one-half of his people to harass the Imperialists. These troc^ 
of his which hardly amounted to seven thousand men, cavalry 
and infantry, were commanded by his three younger brothers, 
Noor-eddin-aaly-khan, Nedjm-eddin-aaly-khan, and Seif-eddin- 
aaly-khan, to whom he added his own Major-General- and Pay+ 
master, the Baqhshy Abdol-mohsen-khan, a man of resolution, 
born at Bidjapoor in Decan, but originally of Nedjef-esh^ 
refF.(6o) Seyd-abdol-ghaflFar, who had as good an opinion of 
Iiimself as he had a small one of those three 'young men, turned 
their rear, and pushing to the citadel, he besieg<^d it-hi form^ 

■ ■ ■ — ■ ■■ — - .. ■ . t ^ ft ■ 

(6o) Nedjef signifies, in Arabic, a spot high enough to be above the innunda- 
tion, and so is that in which Aaly, cousin and son>in<law to . is buried^ 

near CSfah, a ruinous town near a lake in the territory of Basrah,, but which has 
been once the capital of the Arabian Empire, and the place where Aaly was killed, 
Eshreff si^^nijies the ennobled / ike holy, ■ - 
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having sent word the Governor, that he had left his 
nf<[phews behind, because he^ had no inclination to play with 
children. > This sarcasm which was faithfully repdrted to those 
young men, , put them upon recommending themselves to that 
Genial’s good opinion^ .With this view, they fell aipon his rear,, 
as was on full iparch ; but. their troops, which besides being 
alt ^ new levies, were greatly inferior in number, fell into con- 
fusion on the first on a set, and were losing ground every mo- 
ment. This was no sooner perceived by the three young men, 
than resolved not to survive a defeat, they joined some of 
those. that yet stood their ground to a body of Sei’ds of Bar, per- 
sonally attached to them ; and stretching the feet of boldness 
and despair through the field of battle, they fell on the enemy 
like SQ many famished tigers of the wilderness, and were per- 
forming exploits worthy of being recorded in history. Fortune 
seemed to take side with , the young heroes ; one of those violent 
winds, common in that season, arose at that very time, and blew 
such clouds of dust and sand into the very faces of the enemies, 
as blinded them entirely. Unable to resist its violence, and still 
less to distinguish the friend from the foe, they fell into con- 
fusion, and became incapable of listening to command, or of 
keeping their ranks. This being perceived by the young heroes, 
they redoubled their efforts, killed Abdol-ghaffaris brother, and 
were pushing with fury forwards, when a rumour having arisen 
in the enemy’s troops that their General hkd been slain, it made 
such a discouraging effect, that even those that stood bravely 
their ground, fell off and retreated. From that moment the con- 
fusion and flight became general, and the proud Imperialist 
General received a shameful defeat ; for Djehandar-shah’s for- 
tune was now upon the decline. This victory could not fail of 
raising the spirits of Feroh-syur's party, but it affected Abdollah- 
khan in a very different manner ; his younger brother, Noor- 
eddm-a^.ly-khan, a young man of the greatest hopes, lost his life 
in it, ^Mid i^ his first campaign, drank of the cup of the martyr- 
dom, and went to join the choruses of his brave and pious ances-< 
tors* Abdollah-khan, obliged to order the military music to 
strike up, waa at a loss how to conceal his grief and tears upon 
the loss of such a hero whose eulogium he pronounced 

^ The Cup of gladness in his hand, with his brother’s corpse, on his shoulder.” 
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The loss of this battle having giveiuthe Emperor some stis^ 
picions about the event of the war^^he thought it proper to try 
what policy c6uld perform ; with that view» he sent a dress of 
honor to Abdollah^khani applauded what he had done, and added 
a confirmation of his government. But it proved in vain ; for 
Feroh-syur was already at Ilah-abad with a numerous army, in 
which they reckoned a number of Generals of character, for in- 
stance, Saf-shiken-khan, Ahmed-khan-coca, Muezzeddin the Gos- 
sa, aitas Ghazi-eddin-khan, since Ghalub-djung, and Qhoadja^ 
hassen, since QhandoSran. The two brothers, who were the soul 
of all that multitude, having made choice of a favourable moment, 
invoked the souls of their pious and brave ancestors, and set out 
full of spirits, on an expedition that already promised so much. 
This intelligence having been soon conveyed to the Emperor, 
he resolved to send his son, Yezzeddin, at the head of a powerful 
army to oppose Feroh-syur on his march. But in fact this young 
Prince himself was under the care of Qhadja-ahfen-khan, brother 
to Cocal tash-khan. This nobleman who enjoyed the grade of 
five thousand horse, was then raised to that of seven with the 
effectual command of so many ; and the whole management of 
the expedition, as well as the safety of the Prince’s person, was 
recommended to his care. After his departure, the Emperor 
dispatched Chin-kylydj-khan with orders to reinforce the army 
with his body of troops. The Prince, after many marches, hav- 
ing advanced as far as Kedjwa near the Ganga, heard that the 
two brothers were in full march to fight him. This piece of in- 
telligence stopped him short ; and although he was so vastly su- 
perior to them both in numbers, (for he had above fifty thousand 
horse) and in artillery, he did not think himself a match for the 
enemy, but chose to entrench himself. His perturbation already 
great, became still more glaring, when he heard that the enemy 
was drawing near by continual marches. On this intelligence 
he betrayed, as well as his General, eveiy nnark of trepidation 
and pusillanimity. But when Abdollah-khan drew pearer and 
fell acannonading his camp, which he did for a whole day, he 
could contain himself no longer ; and his General being as much 
out of his senses as himself, they sallied together at the back 
part of the camp, after having loaded themselves with as much 
gold and jewels as they could, and at the beginning of the 
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night they took fl^t together^ leaving their .army, campi artiU 
lery, baggage, jewels, and military chest to be disposed of by the 
enemy, who as yet knew nothing of the matter. "But the army 
was soon informed of there being neither Prince nor General** 
in-^chtef ; nor could any party be taken in such a singular evene*^ 
ment ; for the officers and grandees in the camp disagreed with 
each other, and could come to no final resolution amongst them- 
selves, but passed the whole day in disputes. On the evening, 
the enemy got intelligence of the state of things, and rushing 
without order into the Imperial camp, they plundered it so lei- 
surely, and found in it so much booty, that vast numbers of peo- 
ple that had never had an assured subsistence, now enriched 
themselves for the remainder of their lives. Notwithstanding 
all that plunder, there remained still a vast deal of wealth, which 
together with the artillery, was seized for Feroh-syur’s use. This 
prince tarried a few days to give some rest to his army, whilst 
Yezzeddin in his flight towards Ecber-abad, fell in with the corps 
commanded by Chin-kylydj-khan. This General shocked at so 
flagitious a conduct, made use of force and violence to stop the 
Prince, who wanted absolutely to fly farther ; and he obliged 
him to wait in his camp until the Emperor should send orders. 

Such a shameful defeat very nearly blasted all the hopes 
conceived by that Prince. Trusting now to no one, that mon- 
arch resolved to march in person against a rival so successful ; 
and on the Tuesday of the twelfth Zilcaad, in the year 1124, he 
set out of his capital with an immense pomp, and an army of 
seventy thousand horse, besides a numerous infantry and a train 
of large’ cannon capable to shake the foundations of the globe, 
k was Zulficar-khan who commanded this mighty host ; he had 
under him the famous Cocal-tash-khan, with several Generals 
and officers of character, all renowned for their achievements, 
all fond of battle, and ail thirsting after an engagement, like so 
many famished tigers howling in the wilderness. Such were 
Aazem-khan, and Djani-khan, and Mahmed-amin-khan, and a 
itiultitude of TSranian and Iranian Lords (61). On his march 

(4$t) The word TSran signifies all over the East, that immense tract of ground 
which stretches to the North of Iran or Persia, and of Qhatai or China ; and Iran 
is the only name for designing that Empire which stretches from the Didjla or 
Tyger to the Atuc or Indus. There are in India infinite multitudes of TSranian 
fsnd Iranian adventureri, and they are both called Moghuls. 


Yexzed- 
din’s shame- 
ful flight from 
his own cam pb 


The Emperor, 
undismayed, 
marches in per 
son against',his 
competitor. 



5 ^ 


THE SEIR 


he was joined by Ser-bolend-khan, Fodjdar of Corrah, who tak- 
ing possession of the money he had been receiving there on 
Feroh-syur, his* master’s account^ deserted to Djehandar-shah^ to 
whom that small merit rendered him so dear, that he gave hint 
the Government of GSdjrat, and sent him to Ahmed-abad, its 
capital, after having passed many encomiums on his conduct. 
As a counterpart to this, Chebilram, the new Fodjdar of Corrah, 
and Aaly-ashgar-khan, son to Car-talab-khan, Fodjdar of Atava, 
went over to Feroh-syur. But by this time the Emperor being 
arrived at Semogur, a town in the neighbourhood of Ecber-abad, 
found himself over against the enemy, who was parted from him 
only by the river Djumha. What looks singular is, that the sight 
of the enemy occasioned transports of joy amongst the two Seids 
and in Feroh-syur’s Court ; whereas it occasioned much trepida- 
tion in the Emperor’s camp. The reason is plain. Unanimity 
reigned in the enemy’s camp ; whereas Djehandar-shah’s flagi- 
tious behaviour had alienated the hearts of most of the grandees 
of his court. The TSranians in particular, had promised by 
letters and messages, that they would join Feroh-syur; Abdol- 
semed-khan alone abstained from such promises. Nevertheless 
there was so visible a superiority of force on the Emperor’s side, 
that it was generally believed that his rival would have no chance 
against him. Unluckily there reigned such a difference of tem- 
pers and sentiments between his principal Generals, Zulficar- 
khan and Cocal-tash-khan, and this difference had given rise to 
so much enmity, and to so inveterate an aversion, that nothing 
went forwards in the Emperor’s camp. Cocal-tash-khan, in par- 
ticular, who enjoyed the Emperor’s confidence, was a man equal- 
ly incapable of giving or of receiving a good advice. In conse- 
quence of so much animosity no one concerned himself about 
any thing ; and every thing went to wreck. There is more. No 
specific order had been issued to cross the Djumna for attacking 
the enemy ; and the two favourites agreeing in nothing but in an 
eternal variance from each other, and in giving opposite adviced, 
it happened that the Emperor himself was actually incapable of 
taking a party for himself. Desperately in love with, Lal-iCoar, 
he had of late fallen into a delirious kind of ^melancholy, that 
rendered him incapable of business. 

Such a state of things could not be concealed from an 
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^ftemy Wlio had so many well-ivishers ; and, in fact, Abdollah-khan 
having received information of a ford which was four cosset 
aboVe the enemy’s camp, crossed over in the pight time, and 
iharched on without stopping as far as KSzbehari, a village 
beyond Ecber-abad, on the high road to Dehli. * There he took 
post ; and some time after he was followed by Feroh-s)mr himself, 
who crossed over likewise and joined his General. To impose 
on the enemy, and to perplex his ideas, Hossein-aaly^khan with 
the rear or corps de reserve, remained where he was over against 
the enem/s camp, and did not cross over, but when his motions 
could be effectually concealed by the darkness of the night. He 
had with him Chebilram-nagur, an Hindoo of character. What 
is veiy singular, and marks the finger of Providence in this affair, 
is that this fording over in the dark, seemed to give a turn to 
the whole war ; for as Feroh-syur’s army made its appearance 
at day.break on the enemy’s rear, it became necessary in the 
latter’s camp to change the whole order of battle, to marshal the 
troops anew, and to bring the artillery from the van, all which 
could not be done without an infinite deal of confusion. This theDjumnaln 

presence of 

happened on the fourteenth of Zilhaj, of the same year ; and the Imperial 
the two armies, the one in good order, and the other, that is the 
Emperor’s, in much disorder and confusion, advanced against 
each other. This Prince took his post in the centre, surrounded 
by a brilliant cortege, and by several corps of choice troops, that 
had a train of large artillery in their front. Zulficar-khan, by 
whom he seemed to be governed in whatever related to matters 
of war and politics, but who in reality had not his confidence, as 
his extreme firmness displeased the Emperor, came to place him- 
self before that Prince with a body of old troops and a quantity 
of artillery, together with the Imperial Music of trumpets, haut 
boys, and kettle-drums. Cocal-tash-khan, and Djani-kan, with 
Aazem-khan, and other Lords of his party, took post at the right 
l;ring ; and the Turanian Lords, such as Mahmed-amin-khan, 
Abdot-sented-khan, and Chin-kylydj-khan,took post at the right. 
Radji-mahmed-khan, with Hafiz-ollah-khan, and some other 
Generals, with their Corps, were posted as light troops. Reza- 
cooly-khan^ the 'Grand-Master of the Artillery, was ordered to 
attend diligently to his business ; and the rest of the troops were 
placed as the ground would permit. 
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On the opposite side, Feroh-syar,-in compliance with' 'the- 
Imperial custom, placed lumself the centre of his trQ(^>a, 
seated upon a lofty elephant, having Abdollah-khan before him, 
who with many other Commanders, took post oyer against 
Zulficar-khan ; <and Khan<>zeman and Aaly-asghar, with ChebiU 
ram«nagar, were opposed to CocaUtash-khan. The engage- 
ment was commenced by Abdollah-khan, who, with his troops 
in good order, advanced first against the TSraniaa Lords of, 
the enemy, and then inclining towards the Imperial artillery, 
he, with an apparent incertitude in his motions, found means 
to push beyond it, and to come near the enemy’s centre, where 
Djhehandar-shah appeared. On the other hand, Hoss^n-aaly- 
khan, supported by Fateh-aaly-khan, Commander of Feroh- 
syur’s artillery, and by Zin-eddin-ahmed-khan, son to Bahadyr- 
qhan the Rohilla, as well as by the two illustrious brothers, 
Mir Eshref and Mir Mushref, directed his attack against Zulficar- 
khan ; and being vigorously received, his troops presently fell 
into confusion, and were slain in heaps ; and his bravest 
oflScers, as well as his oldest soldiers, those men on whom he 
trusted so much, being mowed down in his presence, gamed 
away the capital of their lives, and covered the field of battle 
with their bodies. Hossein-aaly-khan, seeing how his best troops 
had been used, closed at once with the custom of valiant men 
in Hindostan ; and jumping down from his elephant, he engaged, 
hand to hand, and with a number of brave that foHowed him , 
everywhere, he performed heroical actions ; when, having re- 
ceived several wounds from sabre, musquet, and arrow, he fell 
speechless on the ground, and was trampled under foot. His 
brother, Abdollah-khan, had no luck. On his attacking the T8- 
ranians, he was received by clouds of arrows, which threw his 
troops into confusion, and made them divide into several bodies, 
each of which was opposite, and contending with a body of ene- 
mies ; and as he was exerting himself in the hottest part of the 
engagement, he was carried away by the crowd, without know- 
ing where he was, until he found himself amongst a- body of 
about three hundred troopers, parted from the standard^bearing 
elephant, and at a distance from his several corps. It was at 
this very mon^ent he saw himself singled out by a General, 
enemy, who proved to be the same Scyd-abdol-ghaffar, who had 
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Kse<seived so sbaiftefttl a defeat at Ilidi^abad. He cried out who he 
was» and shot an arrow at Ahdollah-khan ; the latter was as 
quick as he, and lodged an arrow in his breast ; and the General 
finding himself dangerously wounded, quitted the field, and re^ 
tired at a distance*. But Abdollah-khan was not the better for 
this action ; he was again carried away by the crowds, without 
knowing where he was, and without having it in his power to 
guess what might be the consequence of so much confusion. 
Luckily for him* he was at so critical a moment joined by a 
body of his troops, with whom he gained an eminence, from 
whence, he no sooner descried Djehandar-shah in the middle 
of his troops, than he marched up to him, opening his way with 
showers of arrows ; and he availed himself so well of the dis- 
order into which the enemy was thrown, that he penetrated as 
far as the female elephants of the Seraglio. The Emperor, car- 
ried away by an elephant that became unruly, and, unable to 
range his troops in order, found himself in the middle of a num- 
ber of war elephants, which becoming furious, were engaging 
each other, and exhibiting a scene as dreadful as that of the 
last judgment. Laal CoHr’s female elephant taking fright, had 
turned about and fled, followed by multitudes that sought to 
get out of the reach of the enemy’s arrows ; and that dismayed 
multitude of men and elephants, falling upon two bodies of 
tro<^s that yet stood their ground, confounded their ranks, and 
then bore them down. The Emperor, incapable to make a stand 
upon an elephant become ungovernable, was closely pursued by 
Abdollah-khan, whose troops were joining him by whole bodies ; 
and this General, without giving the enemy time to re- 
collect -.himself , was carrying every thing before him, in so 
mttch> that the Imperial troops, amongst which the music had 
already commenced to play, were now flying on all sides. Cocal- 
tash-^fchan, whb with his corps made an effort to cover Djehander- 
shah, was encountered by Qhan-zeman, and Chebilram, who 
came out of a post they had chosen at the beginning of the 
actio 0,1 drove GocaI*tash-khan’s troops, and wounded him in 
severarplaces. And here was slain Reza-cooly-khan, Commander 
of the. Imperial Arrillery, as had already been Djani-khan and 
Moqhtar-kfaan. Meanwhile, Aazem-khan, brother to Cocal-tash- 
khan^ being wounded, came up to the Emperor’s elephant ; and 
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this Prince, finding that matters werle now past ienf4if|^v#^ 
oHsd^'^* down to Laal CoHr, and taking bor wHh him, he on 
hfa*life,'whnn evening, turned about towards Ecber-abad.' Sud^'^iWki'.ttp 
hisVezir^Zul- state of things with the Emperof; but with ZuIficar^kh^i'^^flM^ 
bravely stands hore a very different aspect. This General without ' 
bis ground. mayed by the general discomfiturh, had kept Ms footing witlimt 

losing any ground, and he even intended to reOew the Wclion, 
as soon as he could bring, either the Empefor, tioit| 

Yezzeddin, to shew themselves at the head of his, troops'. 
his endeavours to find them out proved abortive ; andii^tv^ial 
intelligent persons, who were prevailed by dint of mottey>i|id 
promises to go on that errand, came back without even getting Shy 
intelligence about them. All his efforts failed ; and the musiG of 
gladness and victory was already filling the air of foe enettiJ^S 
army, whilst the officers of all ranks were runnihg up IO^Feroh<b 
syur with their congratulations and their Nuzurs. All fob 
however, did not remove the uneasiness he felt, on ohsemng 
that Zulficar-khan, surrounded by a strong body of veterans, and 
by much artillery, did not move from the field of battle. Such a 
resolute countenance had something very imposing. He expressed 
his surprise in strong terms at what that General could mean by 
staying so late at night ; and at last he sent him this message 
** He that pretended to the empire, has relinquished foe throng 
** and is fled — ^pray, have you any pretensions to it 
that you tarry so long after him ? If you have, foia b Sttollldr 
** matter ; but if you have not, and you are only ior an EnipMiv 
“ of the House of Aoreng-zib, what objections can youbave^ to^Hiy 
being that Prince, instead of Muezzeddin ? Stfch a messaga, 
and such a tone of voice, informed at once Zutficar-khah 
be wanted to know; and finding that things were past’ ceniedyf 
he marched off at the head of his troops in good order ^ abd iie 
had so respectable a countenance, that no one ’ tijbkigh£.^?i^ db*' 
puting the ground with him. The Emperor, meanuddle^ 
ed the night at Ecber-abad, where he shaved hb 'beard Itklb a 
changed his apparel for an bumble ^ae,^^aiid"l^fog 
confined by Laal CoS.r with him, he, in the latter part of foe ntghK "Sad ^fo- 
^ wards the capital, having about his person a 

of all sorts personally attached to him. But iil^fodd i[ding^fo 
the citadel, he landed in the palace of the old^Ytbb; Aes^^k^ 
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k ’ , ><y>40U^hJcl3k^ seeing Ihe field clear of enemiesj ojcder^ 
etl^ r'l^su'O^iee ? to he made for his brother ; 'and ihp latter 
Vl^p^t, laat dupeo^ei^d ^tretched on the ground, speechless, 
se.QSieJesa^ . 7 ^ discovery was made by two . of tliat 

vaiiflUi^t vfioblmo one of whom remained by him, 

vAiUe^theothor ^ent to pve notice ; and this piece of intelligence 
^ 9^ 4 i»y^joyed AbdoUah-khan, that he took away all the jewels he 

fj^tlHdly'.WOre, and piesented them to the man. There is another 
acoomit# which s^ys, tiiat on the servants discovering their master^ 
they found him watched by two officers, at the head of a body 
laif .'ttoops. . These were Leshker-aaly-khan and Muhi-yar-khan, 
IW^ men attached personally to Hossein-aaly-khan. Still there 
ia a thtid account, and this is in the memoirs of Hashem-aaly- 
kban-kham, a nobleman of great distinction, who has wrote the 
Hiatoty of the Timurian Emperors. He positively says, that 
Hasa^in*«aaly«fchan having received several dangerous wounds, 
had fallen senseless on the ground, where he had been stripped 
stark nafced^ and it was in that condition that his servants had 
found after a very laborious search. On receiv- 
ings s^me. assistance, he recovered his senses, so far as to hear 
pleasure- of . the victory of his party. Nevertheless, it was 
^ith some difficulty he was put in a Paleki, and conveyed to his 
.bjm^fier, whOrOn seeing him so unexpectedly, prostrated himself 
cm the groundf and returned thanks to Providence for so signal 
<a favour. 

..wZidfioar^iK^iani on landing at his father’s palace, disapproved 
of seiaiire erf th^ Emperor’s person. He wanted to bring him 
a^> 9 epGmd time in the field, and to try a second time the fortune 
fM as he had been so instrumental in raising Djehan- 
dilllHdiabj, and in undoing Azim-ush-shan, father to Feroh-syur, 
^^^Pfitilfafipnded that nothing but wjhat was inimical could be 
J[foii|(tbe, ,soUi and at any rate he wanted to retire into 
. where he was absolute, and where be 

fit^Ofigbt^ bnnc^lf ^&Uy ,oble to resist the new Emperor. But the 
Opposing; h^ paternal authority to both these resolutions, 
and prayers to all its weight, prevailed on 
of opposition, and to. submit 
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quietly to the new Prince: u fatal acqUieisceacei which 
dent a man would have never thou^t ol| had he not hem, 
ally under the' pressure of a destiny that had decreed these yery 
days for the last moments of Assed-khan’s prosperky^-aa wett as 
for the epoch of the extinction of his family and the^ desthictkm 
of his beloved son. The old Vezirj without atiy certitude of 
being well received, and even with a moral certitude of ^his' risk* 
ing his life as well as that of his son, took him by thi^ band ; 
and trusting to the merits he had acquired in Aoreng-ddb'a^lam 3 y» 
and to the high regard constantly shewn him by both that' F^rincC 
and his successors, he went without any retinue to pay his ^res* 
pects to Feroh-syur, and to intercede in behalf of his son* 

This Prince was yet on the field of battle. Thinking tbiS a 
favourable day, and finding no opposition before him, he reSolved 
to assume the crown ; and on a Thursday, being the fifteendi 
Zelhidj, in the year 1 124, he ascended the throne at day-break, 
and gave a public audience to the people. Immediately after 
this inauguration, Abdollah-khan introduced Chin-kylydj-khan^ 
Abdol-semed-khan, and Mahmed-amin-khan vrith all the T8ra- 
nian Lords of their party. These Generals paid their homages 
to the new Emperor, wished him length of days with a prosper- 
ous reign, and were received with distinction, as well as forgiven 
the errors of their past conduct. At the same time AbdoHaliN 
khan, with Lootf-ollah-khan-sadyc and some other persons of 
distinction, received orders to set out immediately for the capital, 
in order to q^uiet the minds of the people there, and to establish 
order and tranquillity throughout the whole country* • He had 
likewise commission to take care of the Imperial palace and 
citadel, and chiefly of the Princes of the blood confined there* 
Feroh-syur himself followed a week after; and on the fourteenth 
of Muharrem, he encamped close to the capital at Bara-pallah, 
where having sent for Abdollah-khan, he gave him the grade 
and command of seven thousand horse, bestowed ^ upon him the 
title of Cootoob-el-mulk, or Pole of the State, and rtj^sed^him to 
the high office of Vezir-Aazem or Supreme Minister; His brother, 
HossSin-aaly-khan, was decorated with the' title 0^ fOitMtln 
mulk, or Performer of the State, with the grade and command of 
seven thousand horse, and with the glorious, dignity of Emir- 
ul-omerah, or Prince of Princes, as well as with the ofiSce of 



Mabm0d<tunini-Ickaii'wai^i(iaiie 
- a^^MdTB^iDaMMter/ ^villi kn ad^fett'of ai thousand horse! to 'Mil 
aieCual 'gthde-'-eiui command, to all which was adttcd the tkleoC 
Umiid*edidf>^ah,<w -Prop of the Ehipire. GhiR*kylydj>kh«i, who 
enjo3Nd;ahready‘ the-command and grade of five thousand kors^ 
whs coined. to that. seven, and moreover decorated with' the 

titIe:)ofrMitam«elomulfc, or the Composer of the State, as well-ds 
inicestoidnwith ton<Vioeroyalty of Decan, in lieu of DaSd^khan* 
pidU^ who acted- as Deputy-Lieutenant of Zulficar-khan's'; and 
thatt’ oOiffieer, from the government of Boorhanpoor, which he 
possessed in chief, was transferred to that of GSdjrat. Qhoadjar 
hassen was honored with the title of Semsam-ed-do 81 a, and the 
sunnMne of Qhan-i-d58ran,(62) together with the grade of seven, 
and the eOnunand -of six thousand horse. Ahmed-beg-Coca- 
llf udsxeddin, who had signalised himself by much activity, and 
had rendered important services, was decorated with the titles 
of Valiant Champion of the Law, Ever Victorious in War, (63) 
promoted to the ^ade of six thousand horse, with the command 
of five, and entrusted with the office of third Paymaster-General. 
But a man who rose suddenly to the highest dignities, and whose 
elevation shall have hereafter so much influence over the politics 
of Feroh-syur’s reign, was the Cazy Abdollah, then Judge Su- 
preme -of Djehangir-nagar-Daca. This man who was already 
known for having executed with success, several commissions of 
consequence, and namely, that of going secretly to the capital, 
and- gaining the Lords of the TSranian denomination, (and he 
tms a fTfiranian himself) now appeared with splendour at court, 
where ha was decorated with the high title of Qhan-i-q)ianan- 
emirdjumlah,(64) promoted to the command as well as gpnade 
of seven thousand horse, and honored with the utmost confi- 
denee^ of. -toe? pew monarch, -who already seemed to have no ear 
but lerdfai% amd. who entrusted him with his private signet, al- 
ihoug^ heiseetaed to have yet no other office than that of Daca. 
-The inoone|ay,:Qr secretary, Mahmed-Djaafer, who enjoyed already 
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^ ^ f6^^iQhd^-i^«|haiuin' Bmir-Djumleh, Lord of lords. Commander of all, or 
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sevev^ offices, now received 4he titJo irf Taclain:^vldi»i^:i^^ 
his present offices was added Hint, of High. ^ Steward, a 
equally important and lucrative. Sdif*fchan, a reUtioa.pf Ah* 
doHah^khan, was made grand Equerry; and ofBcea, and -fayowrsi 
and governments were bestowed on. that ministei^# twO younger 
brothers, as well as on all those that had feceived : Alt 

thesse promotions being over Abdollah-khan, now Volar^ sdiligent«r 
ly applied himself to the duties of his office, one^ of ^'iwfciafa ^cpn^ 
sisted in curbing that air of independence assumed by graa^ 

dees of the Empire during the confusion inevitable In civil WWP ; 
and happy had it been for the Emperor, had he had hhl ^mind 
employed in that laudable manner, instead, of paving thO'^-Way 
for his own ruin, by demolishing almost all the ancient fa^(jytiiiM» 
and especially that of the venerable As8e<iUkhaii| that aiacieiit 
Vesir, so much respected all over that Empire. > . - 

We have left him in full march with his son to the Ita]perild 
camp of Barapalla, where he was no sooner landed, tfian hotk 
expressed a desire of paying their respects to the new Emperor* 
This was precisely the circumstance the new favourite, Emilv 
djemlah, waited, for, that man who had grown jealous of / aH the 
ancient families, and had formed the scheme of puUing down 
every one of them, in order to make room for a number of fidanda 
which he wanted to raise on their ruins ; that man, who ; had 
already conceived an antipathy against the blunt, resolute 
acter of the Generalissimo’s, and wanted to make an end of bloat} 
did not fail to add fuel to that indisposition of mfind uditoh Ferob* 
eyur had conceived against that General. But Emir*d|uai^h’a 
ill wilLr and machinations would have produced, but . iiHrle, 
jCulficm'-khan been fortunate enough to glisten to 
-of the Prince of Princes, Hoss€iil-aaIy-khan, who .had 
offered his mediation, and had solenmly assured him, Ibat^iftbe 
chose to be introduced through his channel, not bmp'' 'Mn 
^ead would be touched. Such an offer could twaloilg^ re|m4ia A 
secret; and Emir-djemlah who felt all the consequeofea wbiicjb it 
would infallibly produce, exerted himseK in wardmg.pff l^/blow. 
'He, for that purpose, dispatched the new high stewm^^ Tltokurrub- 
khan, in hopes, that his being a Moghulr &c.» ae/W^U. as Zuffican* 
Jkhaii, would give, him the more influence oa 
T his nobleman having found a heartier welcome witfa the 
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at» two 'S«yd bratiiei^, to reokem opon tuok-A 
to ttfoke'' hii peace with tile - EmpofOr' thtot^g^ 
^tiltif^ ■ldiWidl!dStiioti/''*Wbut^ be as oiu<^ as to leaii agaia^'-«i 
** rottei^treo th^'WOitid produce nothing but repentance and 
** dliaf^loitttmbnt.’ But where is the necessity of recurring to 
**othMW,^ addnd i^, ** and what need is there of any mediation 7 
** Soi'SbOh an ^Ott shall have paid your respects, and tranquillized 
t*yoat -Own ’ mind, you shall become yourself a person to be re- 
^cinred to by all the courtiers and all the grandees of the Env* 
*! pfte, as yoart dignities and influence are to be augmented 
^fiididittabty';' for the Emperor, who has the highest opinion of 
**‘yonr' talents, mtends to make use of them, and expects tiie 
^ most eminent services horn your attachment/’ This speecdi 
of ‘Tnekumtb-khah’s having been closed by the most solemn 
asseverations, and oaths having been exchanged upon the giori- 
ouS 'WOrd of God, both father and son seemed to giifc their con- 
fktencre to the messenger. The old man was in earnest ; but 
the son could not rid his mind of some doubts that remained 
idiboiit |fae Emperor’s sincerity^ and especially about that of his 
mitilstef^ To dispel, therefore, those clouds that hung still about 
his mind, EmirMljemlah himself went to the Generalissimo, and 
after having renewed his oaths and insinuations, he bound his 
teilds together with a shaul, and introduced him to the Emperor, 
if ' in that condition he paid his obeisance^ to the new 
muiitarcllr, whilst the venerable Assed-khan having said a few 
^^ords' tii ektenUation of his son’s misconceived past conduct, 
aup^^flii^tedfhe Imperial forgiveness in his behalf. The Em«> 
petet*- vrtHi Wie greatest appearance of kindness imaginable, 
dbiimfahdedfl^iS hands to be set at liberty, and a dress of honor 
of die higheBt distinction to be brought in with a set of suitable 
He ^ dien dismissed the father on account of his great 
him to let his son remain in an outer tent for 
a 'moments,' mi he had some questions of consequence to 
put to' objects of moment on which he ivished 
ito ^have his Stdeice;' This Unexpected turn tendered tMS i^td 
%obIeiMm' uiteusy*, and he went away in a great pettUrbStion 
of mind. As to the son, who now doubted of his safety, hc;>ras 
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too far advanced to recedcj and he did as he was bid. He was ^ 
hardly seated, when the tent wa^ surroun4ed by a number of 
men forwarded from the Imperial presence ; and the Emperor at 
the same time sent him some taunting messages, in which with^ 
bitter expressions of resentment he qharged him with his father. 
Prince Azim-ush shan’s death. The General, who, to all his innate 
loftiness of mind and to his generous feelings, added an undaunted 
courage and a rough temper, having answered with reproaches 
and with haughtiness, the Calmuc Dilachin-beg (now become 
Bahadyr-dil-khan) (65) who stood behind, seized a favourable 
opportunity to throw ^ a leathern thong round his neck ; and 
whilst he was striving hard with the general, a number of men 
rushed in, who soon dispatched him with their poniards. That 
same day a number of men were dispatched to' the Citadel of 
Shah-djehan-abad, who having passed a leathern thong about 
Djehandar-shah’s neck, sent him on his travels in the regions of 
annihilation. 

It wa# after such horried executions that the Emperor 
thought of making a triumphal entry in the Citadel and in the 
Imperial palace, and people believed that such frightful scenes 
would be over ; but as soon as he was settled in the palace, 
(and this was on a Tuesday, the seventeenth Muharrem, in the 
1 125 of the Hedjrah) he directed that Djehandar-shah's head 
should be fixd on a spear, and his body thrown across upon an 
elephant, to whose tail Zulficar-khan’s body should be made 
** fast ; that both bodies should be carried throughout the most 
frequented parts of the city, and then thrown before the main 
gate of the Citadel, there to rot.” Not satisfied with all this, he 
ordered that Assed-khan himself, the venerable Assed^khani 
should be seized, and put in a Paleki with only what clpthes he 
** should have actually on his back ; and that in that condition, 
be should follow the elephant in question, attended hy all the 
** ladies of his family in veiled carriages, after which be was to 
««be confined for life in Qhan*djehan’s palaice, and hia whole 
property as well as that of his son, to be confiscated/V Whilst ^ 
that mournful procession was going round the principsU^ streets^ 
the Emperor recollected that a Gentoo of distinction,' called 
IFladja Soba-chund, had been too free of speech ; and he ordei^d . 


- <6s) The Lord of the Intrepid Heart. 
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his iKHigue to be cut oS, and his property to be confiscated. The 
man underwent the operation ip all its rigour, and what is singu* 
lar, he continued to speak as freely as ever. At* least so is the 
general report;, 

Never lore eight that the day of retribution is to come/’ • 

/* Nor ever forget that wheat arises from wheat, and that barley produces 
barl^/* 

It was by such bloody beginnings that Feroh-syur marked 
the first days of his reign ; nor was Zulficar-khan the only vic- 
tim he sacrificed to his resentment or to his fears. Most of the 
grandees of the old court underwent the same treatment, and 
finished their days by the leathern thong. The Princes of the 
blood themselves were as mercilessly used. Yezzeddin, son to 
the late Djehander-shah ; Aaly-tebar, son to the late Aazem-shah, 
and even the young HomaiSn-baqht, younger brother to Feroh- 
syur himself, were deprived of the benefit of light by a large 
red-hot needle which was drawn across their eyes. So many 
cruelties at the very beginning of a reign, and so many unjust 
murders unnecessarily perpetrated, excited so much terror in the 
minds of every one, from the highest to the lowest, that people 
having continually the image of instant death before their eyes^ 
did not think themselves sure of their existence, for one single 
day. So that such persons as were, by their stations, or by the 
duties of their offices, obliged to attend every day at Court, 
neVer failed, on returning home alive, about the evening, to 
receive the congratulations of their equals, and the Nuzurs of 
their inferiors ; and nothing was so common, on coming home 
safe, as to distribute, late at night, money to the needy, and 
thanksgiving- victuals to the hungry, just as it is customary for 
people to do, when they have escaped from some imminent 
peril. (66) 

(66) In India when a man returns from a long’ voyage, or has escaped some 
great danger, it is customary that his friends send him small presents in stuffs, 
and that his inferiors should congratulate him with their Nuzurs. But the women 
of the family (and never the men) send him a tray covered with that mellow pulse 
called Calal, in the middle of which is sunk a sneaker full of oil. It is always 
an old woman that addresses the master, and it is in these terms . — A sacrifiemfmr 
y^r safety. The master stoops to see his face in the oil, throws a few lentils in 
it, fetches a sob, and adds : be it acceptable. All this, together with several trays 
more, covered with piles of bread and cakes, is distributed to the poor, but never 
touched by the family ; and possibly it is to those frequent distributioipi of victuals. 
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It is in the middle of such merciless beginnings, that people' 
perceived a coolness, and then v^ry bitter discontents, between 
the Emperor and the two Seids, those two potent Lords, that 
had saved his life at the risk of their own, and then raised him 
to the throne." These discontents gp*ew to a great height— to 
such a height, indeed, — that in their consequences they have pro- 
duced the ruin of the Imperial family, and the desolation of 
the whole Empire. The first spark of that fire, that has since 
blazed out, and caused such a conflagration all over Hindostan, 
was perceived on the following occasion ; — Abdollah-khan, who, 
immediately after the gain of the battle of Agra, had been dis- 
patched to the capital, with orders to quiet the minds of the 
people there, and to bring back the affairs of state into their ac- 
customed channel, had, amongst many other promotions, bestow- 
ed the office of Divan of the Qhalissah-office, or of First Lord of 
the Treasury, then vacant, on L8tf-oIlah-khan-sadyc, the very 
person associated to him in that Commission ; and he had also 
confirmed Seid-amdjed-khan in the office of Supreme sadr, or 
great almoner, of which that nobleman had remained invested so 
early as Bahadyr-shah’s reign. Unfortunately, whilst he was 
bestowing these offices in virtue of his Commission as well as in 
virtue of his Vezirial powers, the Emperor was disposing of them 
in the plains of Ecber-abad, where he gave the superintendence 
of the Treasury to Chebilram-nagur, and the supreme Sadr^hip 
to Afzol-khan, who had once been tutor to his children. Some 
days after, t.he Emperor arrived at the capital ; and on his taking 
cognisance of some offices of state, and of some promotions, and 
in particular of those two important ones, there ensued a long 
dialogue between the Prince and the minister. The latter ob- 
served that, “ if in the very beginning of his administration, 
** a wound should be given to his authority, he could no more 
pretend to execute so important an office with credit to him- 
** self, or advantage to the public ; and on the other hand, Emir- 
djemlah inculcated to the Emperor that, ** be the powers ever so 
full and so illimited which Sovereigns found it sometimes expe- 
** dient to delegate to any of their servants for a time, still it 

as well as to -the heat and extreme fertility of the climate, that we must look for 
the innumerable multitudes of beggars that swarm in every town, every city and 
every village of India. 
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" would neVer follow, that a servant should therefore foi^et him* 

* ' self so far as to dispose of puch important offices at his own 
“ pleasure, and without having previously applietl for his lord’s 
“ consent' He ad^ed these two verses from the poet 

'* Lit master be ever so profuse in delegating unlimited aathority, 

** Still is the servant never to lose sight of his own distance." 

It was at last agreed that the Qhalissah should remain with 
L8tf-ollah-khan*sadyc, and the High-sadrship, with Afzol-khan ; 
but this agreement, which seemed to have quashed much acri- 
mony and discontent, did not fail to leave deep impressions on 
both sides. Nevertheless, the original cause of these commo- 
tions in the Empire, and of the insubordination in the grandees, 
(commotions which redounded to the ill renown of the Seids, and 
which at last overwhelmed their own house and family)— the 
original cause of the commotions in the Empire, I say, — may be peroh-syur's 
traced in the Emperor's incapacity and in the particular cast of incapacity and 
his genius. Feroh-syur had neither the extent of genius, nor ter. 
the firmness of temper, nor the keenness of penetration, requisite 
in an Emperor. He was low-spirited, and homely-minded, as 
well as sordidly inclined ; or if at any time he chanced to shew 
any liberality in his disposition, it was w^hen he enjoyed the com- 
pany of some low vile people, equally destitute of morals and 
capacity; and then he would thoughtlessly bestow on them, 
presents which they did not know what to do with, and offices 
which they were unable to manage. Such a disposition of mind 
bordered upon prodigality undoubtedly, but yet produced some 
present advantages, which being laid hold of by sycophants and 
other people of that stamp, never failed to be received with the 
highest applause; but such applause, however, as will never 
reach posterity. No wonder after that, if Freroh-syur was fond 
of keeping company with common street-sharpers ; and hence 
the reason of his being so wedded to an Yticad-khan, and to a 
aet of people upon a par with his Yticad-khan. The truth is, 
that being totally incapable of holding the reins of an Empire, 
and indeed incapable of any command atxall, he was at a loss 
how to spend his time ; and what is still more unfortunate for 
him, that Emir-djemlah, his confident, the opinionated man, of so 
much ambition, such high pretensions, and so much obstinacy and 
opposition, was himself unfit for any higher office, and yet wanted 



to overtop all the grandees of the Empire ; an4 this unwortiiy 
favourite, who had made nothing pf pulling down and destroying 
the families of ‘‘an Assed-khan and a Zulficar-khan, two< men 
whose houses were these one hundred ai|d fifty years past in 
possession of immense wealth, as well as of the highest dignities 
and offices of the state, now thdught of no less than demolish- 
ing two such noblemen as the Seids — two men who had confer- 
red the highest obligations on his master, and who now figured 
in the world, as the two principal men of the Empire. But this 
was precisely what wounded his jealous mind, and what set. dag- 
gers in his rancorous heart. 

However, the disease that had fastened on the vitals of the 
state, would have never risen to such a head, had not the 
administration of the most important affairs been strangely neg- 
lected by the very persons at the head of the Empire. The Vezir, 
Abdollah-khan, was a man of abilities, indeed ; but so passionately 
fond of fine women, so addicted to feasting, music, and dancing, 
as well as to all kinds of pleasures, and, of course, so desirous of 
ease, that he was leaving the whole management of both his 
immense household and his high office to his Divan, Ratan-chand, a 
man w'ho had been once a shop-keeper, but who by all means was 
too enthusiastic in his false religion to discharge decently all the 
duties of that important charge ; and too narrow-minded likewise^ 
to feel his own consequence and to act with a temper suitable to 
it. And yet it was such a man who, under his master's name, 
carried everji^ thing with a high hand, and enjoyed an uncontrolled 
influence all over the Empire of Hindostan. In consequence of 
so much incapacity on one side, and so much sloth and supineness 
on the other, enmities gained daily ground, and daily fuel was 
added to attentive rancour ; and these enmities in their conse- 
quences rose to such an amazing height, as to overtop the sub- 
lime columns of the Timurian throne, which they crushed down 
at last under their weight, involving in its downfall the families 
of the two Seids, which they demolished entirely, and ultimately 
altering the very constitution of the Empire. 

At last Emir-djemlah, and the Emperor with some others 
who expected great things from him, contrived, or at least 
thought they had contrived, a scheme for parting the two brothers, 
whose union and presence had become formidable. It was 
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pTopdsed' to Hoss€in-aaly^khaD| the youngest, to undertake an 
expedition against Radja Adj[et-sing-rhator, a powerful Hindoo 
Prince, who since the demise of the Emperor Abreng-zib, had 
assumed great airs qf independence, and had been guilty of some 
unwarrantable actions, such as, demolishing Mosques, in order 
to raise idol-temples on their ruins ; and all that in the very 
middle of Oodeipoor, his capital. Such excesses had necessarily 
passed unnoticed during the whole reign of Bahadyr-shah, who 
being eternally involved in civil wars, or busy in destroying the 
Syks, had no attention to spare for so inferior an object ; for the 
Syks, from a fraternity of mendicants, had in his time become a 
whole army of banditties, which ruined and desolated the whole 
province of Labor. Hossein-aaly-khan, who was fond of glory 
and military achievements, soon closed with the proposal, and 
he set out at the head of a numerous well appointed army, 
followed by a train of artillery, well served. (67) Being arrived 
in the Radja’s country, he found him gone into a difficult moun-> 
tainous tract, where he had concealed his family, treasures, and 
even troops, having never thought himself a match for so power- 
ful an army ; but what is singular, and strongly characterises the 
genius of the Court, the Hindoo prince was actually receiving 
letters from the capital, in which the Emperor exhorted him to 
stand upon his defence, and to crush his invader by every means 
in his power. The Hindoo Prince, unmoved by these impotent 
exhortations, thought it much more expedient to come to terms, 
and to obtain a pardon ; nor would he have obtained it easily, if 
at all, had not Hossein-aaly-khan, at this very time, received 
intelligence, that the jealous and envious of his family had laid 
hold of the opportunity afforded by his absence to spread a snare 
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(67) The expression of an artillery well served, is found more than once in 
our author; but it ought not to mislead an European reader. For, although 
artillery has in India, no less than five thousand years of historical antiquity, well 
attested, (fire-arms being expressly forbidden by one of their Saints and Legislators, 
who wrote two thousand years before Christ) and guns, made of iron-hoops, but of 
great antiquity, have been found in various places in India ; yet it is certain, thrt 
artillery had fallen into disuse long before the arrival of Europeans in India, and 
that it is from them that the Indians have learned to correct the awkward cumber- 
someness of their carriages, as well as their ignorance in the service of cannon. 
Their scruples are worn away, and several Princes in India have novg an artillery, 
well mounted' and served. 
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for entrapping and seizing his elder brothefi Abdollah-khan. 
The latter, who had no certain intelligence, but who suspected 
mischief, sent letter after letter to request his brother’s immediate 
attendance. These letters having rendered Hoss^in-aaly-khan 
exceedingly anxious, he thought it better to listen to the Radjah’s 
supplications, and to grant him some terms. And these were, 
that he should send his son to humble himself, in his father's 
name, before the Imperial General, and also forward his daughter 
to the Imperial Seraglio, with a large sum of money, and a suit- 
able set of presents. 

An end put Hossein-aaly-khan having put an end to this expedition, re- 
to the ezpedi- turned to the capital, where his presence could not fail of raising 
a fresh ferment. For as the two brothers, in consequence of 
their enjoying the two highest offices of the Empire, possessed 
an unbounded influence in every affair, civil, and military ; and 
Emir-djemlah, on his side, who wanted to render them odious, 
and to conciliate the favour of the public, was making it a point 
to use quickness and dispatch in whatever application was made 
to him. For (besides his being Keeper of the Emperor’s Private 
Signet) (68) he had so far engrossed his master’s affection, that 
the latter had declared more than once, in full Durbar, or, in full 
Court, that, Emir-djemlah' s Tongue and Manual Sign, were 
Feroh-syur's Tongue and Manual Sign." A Emir-djemlah, I 
say, found so much his account in forwarding the people’s busi- 
ness, he was therefore an eye-sore to the Vezir, Abdollah-khan, 
or, rather, to his minister, Rotan-chund, who, so soon as he 
could discover Emir-djemlah’s finger in any thing, or his signet 
in any patent, was sure of setting it aside without ever letting it 
pass the seals ; whereas, whoever made a suitable present to 
himself, and another to his master, was certain of carrying his 
point, and that too with dispatch. Such a conduct could not 
fail to set daggers in the Emperor’s heart; and it must be 

(68) The Emperor^ besides his Broad Seal, has several lesser ones, which arp 
in the custody of a proper officer, always a man of importance ; and,one of thetm is 
likewise entrusted to a lady of the Seraglio. The last of these is carried by the 
Emperor himself, and it is one of bis rings, containing his name and thet of his 
father, upon a stone or piece of metal of one-quarter of an inch square. The Broad 
Seal, and these are two, one round and one square, are full two inches or two inches 
andoa-half in diameter, and contain in beautiful characters, the Emperor's name 
and titles, with the name of his father. 
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ftcknowledfifed, that this man had conceived such high notions of 

both on account of hia^immense wealth, and the unbound- {^g between 
ed influence of hid master’s, that he had become of an insolence 
intolerable, which rendered him a general topic for obloquy and his two min- 
resentment ; the more so, as by representing Emii^djemlah’s dis- 
patch and accessibleness, as full of design and craft, he had ren- 
dered it odious to both brothers. 

Emir-djemlah on his side, was perpetually dropping in the 
Emperor’s presence, words and expressions, all which had a 
tendency to depreciate the two brothers, whom he thought his 
duty to represent as overbearing, and of such a conduct and 
deportment, as seemed highly undutiful, and strongly favoured 
of independence. Moreover, he reflected, now and then, upon 
their abilities, as wholly inadequate to the high posts they pre- 
tended to All. It was upon such and the like insinuations, that 
the* Emperor had become so suspicious and fearful, that he had 
formed the plan of seizing Abdollah-khan’s person ; and it was 
on that account that he had put himself on the footing of coming 
often out of the citadel, sometimes under pretence of a hunting, 
and sometimes under that of taking an airing in those delightful 
seats that adorn the suburbs, and especially in Mohsen-khan’s 
garden. (69) But although he had the cunning to vary his pre- 
tences and schemes, he was too undecided and two faint hearted 
to bring any one to bear ; nor did all his contrivances produce any 
other effect than that of heaping aversion upon aversion, and ran- 
cour upon rancour. But what is singular, and yet is universally 
reported, the Empress-mother herself, out of regard to the oath 

( 69 ) The gardens and seats in the environs of the capital, as well as those all 
over India, without exception, are free and open to all the world ; and any one may 
give entertainments there, or pass several days in any of them with his family. A 
garden or seat with k^s and locks, and there are some that are magnificent, is 
what an Indian has no conception of. What mean these Frengis with their seats 
and gardens always shut up, use to say the Hindostanies, when they chanced to go 
to Calcutta. This freedom of gardens and seats, (which by the bye are all ready- 
furnished and«attended by a number of servants) is so imprinted in the Indian minds 
that, Mubarec-ed-dd81a, the nominal Navvab or King of Bengal, happening to land 
unexpectedly by water at his seat of Sadyc-bagh, struck at once to the left, on 
hearing that a gentleman was amusing himself and 'friends wjth a natch, that is, 
with the performance of a number of dance-women. The gentleman having got 
up and preparing to get away, received his compliments with a request to go on 
with hb entertainment, as there was plenty of room for two, and for many more. 
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she had taken upon the Coran at Azimabad, and out of scruples < 
of conscience, had more than once, given the two brothers secret ^ 
advice of what* was actually planning against them. 

It was in such circumstances that Hoss6in-aaIy-khan sup- 
plicated from the Emperor the Vicerpyalty of Decan. Not that 
he intended to repair himself thither — nothing was further from 
his thoughts — he expected only that the immense em<d|imeiits 
of so rich a government would enable him to keep his footing 
at court ; for his intention was only to send thither^ as his 
Lieutenant, the famous Da8d-khan-peni, who was to return him 
the same contribution, which he used to pay to [his 4ate^ lord, 
Zulfica.r-khan. This was the very reverse of what the Emperor 
and his favourite intended ; for they reckoned that he would 
repair to those rich, but very distant countries, and leave his 
brother alone. This could not suit Hossein-ally-khan, who 
thought it very improper to leave his brother alone exposed* to 
all the resentment of the Emperor, and to all the machinations 
of his ministers. Such a difference in opinion having given 
vent to a number of peevish expressions, full fraught with 
haughtiness and reproach, matters at once shoot up to such a 
height, that the two brothers henceforward abstained from going 
to court, and also commenced fortifying their quarters, which 
they filled with troops. The Emperor, on hearing of this, sent 
for Emir-djemlah, Mahmed-amin-khan, and QhanddSran, and 
some others, with whom he was holding councils every day and 
every night, without coming to any determination ; for he was 
so irresolute and so faint-hearted, that he could put nothing 
in execution. Meanwhile, the report of these dissensions being 
spread far and near, occasioned such a dearth of all kinds of 
eatables in the capital that, inhabitants as well as travellers 
found it difficult to support life, although letters and messages 
were continually passing and repassing on that subject between 
the Emperor and the two brothers ; and God knows, how far the 
distresses of the poor had been carried, had not the Empress- 
mother been so affected by what she heard of their miseries, that 
she came out of the palace, and went to pay a visit to Abdollah- 
khan, on whose mind she gained enough to engage him to be 
reconciled to the Emperor, on condition, that the two brothers, 
on going to pay him their respects, should have full permission 
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to take, for their own safety, such precautions as they should 
deem sufficient, after which th^ should attend at court as here- 
tofore. The treaty having had its full execution, *the two bro- 
thers appeared before the Emperor, implored his forgiveness for 
the errors of their past conduct, and bitterly complained of cer- 
tain suggestions and insinuations that filled his Imperial breast 
with suspicions, and estranged his Princely mind from them, his 
zealous and faithful servants. Grown warm with the occasion, 
they both loosened their sabres from their sides, placed them 
both at the Emperor’s feet ; and the eldest went on with this 
address : “ If we be guilty, here are our two heads, and there 
** are two swords ; or if a remembrance of our past services should 
render our execution unwelcome, please to divest us of our 
** offices, and to dismiss us altogether from your service, that we 
" may be at leisure to take a journey to the house of God, in 
“ order to heap honours upon our heads by visiting the tomb of 
“ the Prince of men (our glorious Ancestor, on whom be peace 
“ for ever !) or if your Majesty chooses to draw some further ser- 
vices from us, and to keep us near your sacred person, vouch- 
safe, great sire, to dismiss your suspicions, and cease to listen 
to the suggestions of a set of covetous, envious, designing tale- 
** tellers, that are perpetually aiming at the lives of such faithful 
servants as we, without once minding how much blood we have 
** spent in the Imperial cause. Be reconciled, great sire, to these 
** your two approved servants, and cease to harbour sentiments 
** equally repugnant to that sense of gratitude, ^o natural to 
** generous minds, and to the stability of an agreement consecrat- 
ed by the most tremendous oaths.” 

This seen seemed to have affected the Emperor, and it pro- 
-duced a momentary reconciliation. After many conferences it 
was agreed, that the only way to put an end to suggestions and 
dissensions, w^s to part the two adversaries. Emir-djemlah was 
ordered to quit the court, and to repair to Azimabad, the govern- 
ment of which was given him for an honourable exile ; and 
Hoss^in-aaly-khan agreed to set out for his Viceroyalty of Decan, 
where nothing but his presence could curb the refractory of those 
countries, and quiet those that had submitted. This agreement, 
which satisfied both parties, was not much relished by Emir- 
djemlah, who thought himself sacrificed to the resentment of the 
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two brothers ; whereas, in redlityj the Whole intent of li oil 
part of the Etpperor, was to increase his favourite's ihOaiis 6t 
power, and also to exasperate his mind- Hossem-^aly-khiii^s 
patent at the same time was drawing up ; and orders were issued 
to the Governors of provinces and fortresses in all those parts, 
to all commanders, and to all crown-officers throughout the six 
and-a-half Soobadarics or provinces of Decan, in whatever sta- 
tion they might be, to submit to the new Viceroy, and to be 
henceforth obedient to his commands. TWo letters of recali 
were likewise dispatched; one to Chin-kylydj-khan-nizam-el-tnuIIc, 
Viceroy of Decan, with orders to quit his office, and to repair to 
the presence, and the other to Da8d-khari-pdni, Governor of 
GSdjrat, requiring him to repair to Boorhanpoor, there to wait 
the new Viceroy's arrival, w^hose commands he was to obey. But 
this was only the ostensible letter ; a secret but a strong one 
was at the same time conveyed to him, enjoining him to lay in 

The Emper- wait with a strong army at Boorhanpoor, where he was to spare 

or’s insincer- _ __ . ,,, , 

ity. no means to destroy Hossein-aaly-khan and his trodps, as in that 

case, he would himself be appointed Viceroy in his stead, and 
become a proper object for further favours and distinctions. It 
was after dispatching these secret instructions, that the Emperor 
thought of celebrating his nuptials with Adjet-singf's daughter, 
as we shall soon relate ; but as Da8d-khan-peni is going to cut 
so great a figure in our history, it will not be out of its place to 
insert here an idea of his person and character, by giving soihe 
account of the disturbances and troubles to which his impudence 
and partiality had given occasion between the Mussutmen and 
Hindoos of Ahmed-abad, his capital. 

In the second year of that officer's administration, which was 
likewise the first of the Emperor's, it happened that in the night, 

in which the Gentoos have it in custom to burn their H8Iy,(7o) 

— - - - — -- - -- - ■ - ^ 

( 70 ) As it is impossible to draw any lights from either the common Hindoos, 
who kno\(r nothing but the bark of their religion, and froth the higher cTasM or 
tribes, which are of a shyness unconquerable on that subject, we ^hall OOfittfAt 
ourselves With saying something of the H81y of thA Gentoos, without diving into 
what it was intended to be. It is properly the Carnival of India, where the popu- 
lace, extreiAely modest and reserved at all times, become licentious in those three 
days, and do and. say what they please. At the third day,. at about noon, they roll 
themselves in the dust, naked, and thrbw handfuls of it at ekeh other. At t 
two o'clock in the morning, they make a bOnfire of what^ef combustible^ they cair 
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QM of them ^as going to perform jtbi^t rite in bis own house-yard, 
^ p^rt of \yhich appertained to some Mussulmen’s bouses, 
whe^ these la^ objected to it. The Hindoo, haviifg pleaded that 
every ina>o master in his own house, paid no regard to the ob- 
jection, and burned hjs H 8 Iy. The very next day, tjie Mussulmen, 
taking advantage of the Hindoo’s plea against himself, brought a 
CQW within that very yard, and killed her with intention of eating 
in cpmnion, and distributing some victuals to the poor, as it was 
the day of the demise of the Crown of created things. ( 71 } This 
action brought upon them all the Gentoos of that quarter, who hav- 
ing overpowered the Mussulmen, put them to flight, and obliged 
(hem for their lives to conceal themselves in their houses. The 
Gentoos transported by a .religious fury, sought out the butcher 
who had slaughtered the cow, and on not finding him, they drag- 
ged bi^ son, an innocent youth of fourteen, into that very yard, 
and slaughtered him in atonement for what they deemed a sacri- 
lege. The Mussulmen shocked at such a sight, set up a general 
hue £und cry throughout the city, and drew after them, not only mul- 
titudes of the Mussulmen inhabitants, but likewise some thousands 
pf Dd3d-khan-p6ni’s Afghan soldiers ; and all these repaired to the 
Cazy or Supreme Judge’s lodgings. The Judge, who did not choose 

lay hold of, and this is called Burning the H 8 ly, The ceremony of throwing 
handfuls of dust is so sacred with the Gentoos, that even an Englishman, that 
divinity on earth, would not be exempted from it. One of them who was freshly 
landed Europe, and knew nothing of this ceremony, was approached with 

many b^ws and many excuses, by two whole scores of those naked men, and two 
handfuls of dust were not thrown but put in a corner of his Paledkin. The Eng- 
lishman confounded at what he saw, was asking what they meant ? Don’t be angry, 
my lord, said two of them, it is our custom ; we grow mad these three days. But 
his dog» who comprehended as little as his master at what he was seeing, having 
grumbloda and barked angrily, one of the two speakers made him a saiam, and 
jtold him in a respectful soothing tone of voice : Do not be angry, my lord, it is our 
custom ( we mean harm. 

(71) vras an enormous malice in this action of the Mussulmen. For 

besides that only a small part of the yard belonged to them, they certainly could 
kill an ox as y^ell as a cow, but by^the-bye, the latter Is not customary; and an 
JdlUvpf 9 0o\v jn a Crentop's house, renders it uninhabitable for him ever after, 

expo^ Hun, os well as all the by-standers, to the pains of hell, unless they be 
redeemed by jS whgle life in pilgrimages, and a whole fortune in alms, the whole 
family becomes polluted, and ipso facto interdicted aqua et igni, among all the 
Oentoos. In one word, it was for ever excluded from society, and the whole 
quarter partook of the pollittion. The Crown of created substances is Mahomnied. 
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to meddle in an affair where he knew that the Governor bad take0 
side with the Hindoos, shut hisdoprin their faces. This could tiot^ 
but incense the Mussulmen who, carried away by their own preju^ 
dices, or possibly directed underhand by the Cazy himselfi de- 
molished and burned his gate, and having taken the magistrate’a 
person amongst themselves, as if to authorise their actions^ they 
proceeded to set fire to the shops in the market-place, and to as 
many Hindoo houses as they met in their way ; and they would 
have gone on burning and destroying, had they not been oppos- 
ed by one Cop8r-chund, an eminent jewel -merchant, much in 
favour with the Governor, but a most violent zealot against the 
Mussulmen. This man seeing his own quarter in danger, armed 
himself and friends, shut the gate of his quarter, and put himself 
upon his defence. He placed musqueteers on the g^te, opened 
port-holes, and a fray ensued between the two parties, in which 
numbers of lives were lost. The tumult continued for some days ; 
the shops were shut throughout that great city, and business was 
at a stand. When the tumult had subsided, the Mussulmen who 
thought themselves the aggrieved party, deputed three men of 
note to carry their complaints to court, and these were the very 
men that had been pitched upon before, to manage an accommo- 
dation between the Mussulmen on one side, and the Governor, 
and Gentoos, on the other ; to wit, Sheh-abdol-vahed, Sheh- 
mahmed-aaly, an eminent preacher, and Abdol-aaziz. Da8d-khan 
himself, who found his person compromised in this affair, deput*^ 
ed Cop8r-chund, after having put in his hand a S8rut-hal, or 
narrative of the whole disturbance signed by the governor, by the 
Cazy, by the Commander-in-Chief, and by all the Crown-officers, 
which certified that the Gentoos were not in the wrong, and th^t 
the Mussulmen were the aggressors. But as soon as the three 
deputies were arrived at the capital, they were all three cast in 
prison by Ratan-chund’s management, a man zealous in his sect, 
who found means to stifie their complaints. And God only knows 
how long these innocent persons had remained in, prison, had 
not Qhoadja-mahmed-djaafer, the dervish or religious, chanced to 
hear of them, and concerned himself in their unhappy case. This 
personage was no less a man than a brother to Qhand58ran, one 
of the principal lords of the court ; a pious man, who devoted to 
the love of God, had renounced the world and lived retired. It 
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wait tn his retreat that he heard of Ratan-cfaund's cruel partiality ; 
and from thence that he requested his brother to get those un- 
fortdnate persons released. So great a favour* made such an 
impression upon one of them, namely, on Sheh-mahmed-aaly^ the 
V5ez or preacher, that from that mon\ent he attached himself to 
his benefactor ; and as it was customary for a number of public 
singers and coim^ians to assemble in his retreat, and in the 
effusions of their ardent zeal, to sing verses in honour of the Crown 
of created things, and of his twelve descendants, to the unspeak- 
able delight of the illustrious holy man ; the preacher who now 
was become a frequenter of that retreat, made it a practice, after 
he had done preaching, to say a few sentences in honour of the 
Messenger, and then to launch out in the praises of the twelve 
Imams or Pontiffs, his pious descendants : a novelty which was 
likely to excite commotions in the capital, but which, however, 
excited none, as we shall shortly mention ; our business at present 
being to say a few words about the Emperor’s nuptials with his 
intended bride, the daughter of the Hindoo Prince, Radja-adjet- 
sing.(72) Her father, in dismissing her, had put in her hands a 
number of important papers which she was to deliver to the Em- 
peror, namely, the letters and order he had received for opposing 
and destroying Hossein-aaly-khan by any means in his power. 
Whether during that nobleman’s journey to court, or during the 
Ranie’s or Gentoo Princess’s residence in his palace, it is certain 
that Hossein-aaly-khan found means to get at these papers, and 
also to quiet the inquietude which the Ranie felt on finding that 
they had been in his hands. These papers, of course, were pro- 
duced by the two brothers to the Emperor, who made an apology 
for them, when his mother managed an agreement between her 
son and them. This explanation having put an end to the dis- 
sensions and disputes, and peace having been further confirmed 
by Emir-djelnlah’s being exiled from court, the Emperor thought 
of celebrating his nuptials with the Ranie, as it had been agreed 
• 

(7a) The Emperors of Hindostan have it in custom to take to their bed two 
orthreeGentooPrincesses, daughters of the four most, potent Radjahs of Hindo- 
stan, namely, of those particular families that have in ancient times possessed the 
throne. The ceremony of their reception amounts only to this, that they are made 
to pronounce the Mahomedan profession of faith on their entrance into the seraglio, 
and receive Mahomedan names. 
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that, after tiiat ceremony should be over, iii>ssgia'9aly*khi|l> w«i|id 
set out for his Viceroyalty of DeciU}. ^ 

The Emi^eror, therefore, laid his tCOippian^S 9R his luu^r 
hold officers for making the necessary prefnasations for th/^ 
solemnity, and they in a ^ short time performed their bu^inesf; 
But this not satisfying HossSin-aaly>khan who thought his<hpP9Vt' 
concerned, as the Princess had been brought to court by his 
means, had been all this while lodged in his palace,, and he 
deemed his adoptive daughter, he made it a point to gpye that 
solemnity all the magnificence and all that splendour for in^ch 
Hindostan is famous ; and he made such preparatieps .botii for 
the bride and the bride-groom as exceeded all that bad ovep 
been heard in the capital, as well as all that had been done lor 
the greatest Radjabs and Kings of Decan, or for even the mag* 
of the Emi^. nificeot Emperors of Hindostan. The furniture, jewels, and illu* 
rainations surpassed by much any thing that had been dpne by 
Pruicess. Emperor himself. As soon as ni^t came on, au infinity fit 

fires and imitative stars threw out at once such a bla^ ap seemed 
to dispute of pre-eminence with the starry host of the firmament, 
and to reproach it with its inferior twinkling. Whilst the. arti> 
fictal parterres, by the variety of their colours, and the differeut 
shades of their hues, gave the beholder an idea of the oelebrfited 
gardens of Irem.( 73 ) Pleasures and shews of all sotts, as w/dl 
as splendid entertainments, followed each other with so ttidutOF- 
rupted a profusion, that the lowest man in the city could ppitake 
of them, as well as the highest ; and surprise, delight, and hilar- 
ity would run after every one of the spectators, like so many 
beings put in motion by some animal instinct- Such wove the 
throngs and the crowds of attendance, and such the. concourse 
of spectators, that the streets and markets of such an imnmtse 
city seemed to have become narrower, and eac;h of them more 
uneasy than the heart of a lover in despair ; an4, -oa tho otbov 
hand, pleasure and joy were enlivening evmy fuco -wi^ suoh ^ 
bloom of florid freshness, that -the flowers of the gardens were 

<73) Gardens onoe existing in a southern part of Yaiuan oir.ArSiiis 
whidi were destroyed a thousand years bafota Mahomet, by ^ 
dent for an Arabia Land, to wit, an inundation. The dyhe .that .CQoMMd a lipM 
'natural reservdr, formed by thwe .mosntsise^ giving pay at W*pt /fiKtf 
very soil of the gardens. 
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idtimigr with die Mrvy, d»id foseff felt theiMehred eeeted 

on tte thorns of jeatousy. At^aeti s^r several days of sO' stni^ 
mated a ^sdendty, the Emperor attended by bis vlliole Court> re* 
paired'^tb a h<d>te hall of Mossein-aaly-khail’s palace^ niitere an 
illustrious assembly was waiting for him ; and the* reading of the 
marriage ritual having closed the ceremony, the Emperor took his 
bride in his own cortege, and in the middle of a music, whose 
delightful sounds filled the air with gladness, he hastened to his 
Imperial habitation. It was on a Thursday, the 22nd of Zilhidj, 
in the year of 1127 of the Hedjra. 

Who Would have thought that such a scene of pleasure and 
delight would have been followed at once by religious distur- 
bances ? Sheh-abdollah, a divine of note, from MSItan, having 
cdfUe to the capital on some particular business, took his abode 
liear the cathedral, where he often preached to crowded audiences, 
with whom he soon acquired so much celebrity, that the very 
passages to that tUosque were always thronged. Once he went 
to pay a visit to Qhoadja-djaafer, that religious nobleman, of * 
whom We havb already spoken ; and on observing that sOme of 
the latter’s followers and disciples always saluted him with a 
prosternation, in which they kissed the ground, and also that the 
comedians and singers, who frequented that holy retreat, made 
it a practice to sing verses in honour of the Messenger’s Imma- 
culate Spirit, and that of his sacred offspring, he was scandalis- 
ed ; and he remarked : That prosternation was appropriated 

** to God Almighty alone, and, of course, unlawful and indecent 
fOf* any other. That to listen to songs and verses in matters of 
religion, was reprobated and forbidden. And that to content 
oneself with a few praises in honour of the Crown of created 
^ things, in order to launch out in the praises of his descend- 
“ ants, without saying a word of his venerable four successors, 
repugnant to the principles of Mussulmanism.” Qhoadja- 
djafef answered that, as religious persons as well as their fcl^ 
towers acknowledge the omnipresence of no being existing^ but 
that cf God Almighty, it was impossible that they should pay 
a prosteYndtioh to any other being, and, of courso, impossible 
that their Directors should connive at such a practice. But that, 
at any rate, men, who, transported by the extacies of their 
deal, fancied everywhere present the object of their adoration 
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and love, and therefore prostrated themselves on that ground, 
and kissed it devoutly, mould not be likely to give over their 
practice upon dny one’s representations ; and if that mere the 
case, horn could he prevent it, and mhere mas his fault in not 
putting a stop. to it. He ended by these verses 

•• The traveller, the friend at your side, and your neighbour, are atl Mis ; 

“ Whether in the bei^gar's rags, or under the gold-cloth of kings, they are all His ; 

** Whether divided by distance, or assembled under one roof, 

** They are all His ; indeed they are all His.** 

As to the singing of the comedians, and the verses of pub- 
lic singers, these people sing nothing but what they have learned 
from their masters ; nor do I choose to interfere in their sing- 
ing, it being no business of mine. As to your own part, if you 
know of any verses in praise of the four Lords, (•f 4) do impart 
them to these people, that they may sing them ; and that it may 
become a practice for them at all times, and in all places. 

This answer could not satisfy Sheh-abdollah, who strongly 
suspecting that it could not have come out but from a man in- 
clined to the Shyah sect, went away discontented ; and on his 
next sermon day^ he reflected on Qhoadja-djafer’s words, as 
favouring of Shyism, and condemned them openly. He added 
some invidious assertions ; For instance, that Aaly-morteza, 
son of AabS-taalub, was not within the cloak. (75) That it Was, 
improper to call him a Seid ; and that the expression of five 


(74) This MTas an injurious request, worthy of a designing Syah. For, were 
as the Syahs have an infinity of verses in praise of Aaly, and his two sons, Sec., 
the Sunnies reprobate all verses on that subject, and content themselves with only 
mentioning, in some of their prayers, the names of the four Lords, (every one of 
whom had either protected Mahomet or saved his life) with only the additim of 
greeting and peace be unto them. 

(75) A^ly is called the MSrteza or Agreeable, because, besides Mahomet, he 
is the only man living mentioned in the Coran. As to that obscure expression 
of the cloaks ft refers to this fact. It is reported that the Christians of Medina 
(who, however, were the first proselytes of Mahomet’s principles) haviAg challenged' 
the Messenger to perform some prodigy ; and their chief having on his side offered 
to perform one, enveloped himself in his cloak, in the open field. The Mess^gdf 
did the same on his part ; but it was remarked, that he took within it only his 
daughter, Fatemah, and her two sons, Hassen and Hossein, to the exclusion of 
Aaly, their father. He then commenced an invocation of the naihe dt God, upon 
which the Christian desisted from his challenge. 
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tsoA^ to the principles of Sunnism ; for# 

•‘whoever should admit the sas^e would thereby give an implied 
“ exclttsiosk' to the three other Lords, as not being Equally pure.V 
He added several words and expressions, all tending to depreci<* 
ate the Imamite sect ; and he seemed to aim at casting reflections 
and strictures upon its tenets and practices. Qhoadja-d|aferi on 
hearing of that sermon, sent him word, that to drop such expres- 
sions from the pulpit was dissefHant from the current belief and 
repugnant to the custom and usages of the Sunni sect, and might 
pbsslhly giife offence, and excite dissensions. That should he 
choose to come to his humble cottage, or to any other place, where 
a Humber of learned persons might be assembled^ he flattered 
himself that the trouble he would be put to would not be without 
its advantage, as he might thereby find an opportunity of having 
Ids doubts tried by the rules of reasoning, and the authority of 
tradition. For, in that case, they would be referred to the most 
approved writings of the Sunni sect, and to the six holy collections. 

Thia> message was received with expressions of peevishness 
and resentment ; and a few days after, a multitude of young 
thoughtless men, of an Iranian extraction, (7 7) having assembled 
at the- cathedrsd in sermon time, placed themselves full in the 
preacher's face, with their beads and amulets of Kerbella clay 
before them,( 78 ) using at the same time some threatening 

(76) The expression of the>fw pure bodies, is a translate of that oath. It Is 
an invocation, common in India, and runs in these words ; Pandj-aten-pac, which 
hraeomi^tion of Pandj-ten^pac. 

(77) Although there are two or three provinces in Iran or Ipersia, siich as, 
ghlrvaki, tlm Daghistan, and the Derghasin, '&c., that follow the Sunni principles, 
nevartheleM, the bulk of the Iranians or Persians are of the Shyah sect, which 
th^ stjrle Imaml, as th^ admit only of Aaly for Imam, Pontiff or successor to 
hMiStifer, ' to the exclusion of Ab8>becr, Omar and Osman, who in fact have 
been the immediate aodc^sors, and of course, Pontiffs. 

• - (9B) Thia clay of Kerbella (the place where Hossein, the idol of the Persians, 
has been slain, and is now buried) Is naturally white, but being dyed green, and 
baked^ k assumes a pale^green colour ; and the Persians make use of no other 
beads than those of that clay. Moroever, in their prajrers and In their maliy proster^ 
naUoi^ they lay their foreheads upon a piece of clay made for that purpose. It Id 
tuco. or three inches in dimeter, and of a circular form, with the Shjrah precession 
of faith staiUped Oil one side, surrounded' by the names of the twelve Tmains, dr 
PbatUb. back psrt is stamped with the Pand|«ten-pack, or the name Of tMt 

pure bodies, which are, Mahomihed*; his son-in-law and cousin, Aaty; bhi 
daughter, Fatemah ; and her two sons, Hassan and Hossdin. 


*4 
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expressions and gestures. This was resented by two pr , ^ree 
thousands of his followersi all of the Sunni sect, who.suspectipg 
this scene to have been concerted by Qhoadja-djafer, and the 
whole intended against their preacher^s safety, took fire at once, 
and falling upon the young men with reproaches of impiety and 
blasphemy, they drove them out of the mosque. And this affair 
was likely to end there. But an ill-fated Hindoo, who was a 
military man of some character, and had come to bear ., the ser- 
mon, having chanced to go out immediately after them, (79) was 
remarked by some people, and in particular by one of .the ser- 
vants of the mosque, who taking him to be one of those that had 
just given so much offence, ran after him with an intention . to 
stop or kill him ; but the man having turned round and killed his 
pursuer, he was soon overtaken by some others, who hacked him 
to pieces ; nor would the multitude for three days together suffer 
his body to be taken up, being in expectation to get some further 
lights from such as might come to do him that office. After this 
unhappy affair, some of the most zealous of the preacher’s fol- 
lowers having found access to some principal courtiers, and by 
them to the throne, went in a body to the Emperor, and com- 
plained that Qhoadja-djafer wanted to excite a schism in the 
Sunni sect, similar to that which had excited commotions Jn the 
reign of Bahadyr-shah, when that Prince attempted to introduce 
the words Aaly is Heir to God* s Elect into the Mussulman pro- 
fession of faith. And they added that as something still more 
serious seemed to be in agitation, it was better that the Ojffender 
should be commanded to quit the capital. 

One would hardly believe that so small a commotion should 
have excited such heats in that immense city. For whereas it was 
heretofore common enough to see professed singers and others 
go singing about the streets the praises of the pure and holy off- 
spring ; and numbers of even learned men used often to stop 

(79) Those that are eternally accusing^ the Mahometan religion of having 
propagated its tenets by the sword (and the very reverse is tm,th) ought ^Pine 
to India and see those shoals of Gentoos that embrace it eve^day; and we 
may remember that on the Portuguese landing in India for the first time at Caleco, 
where the Arabs were only merchants, they found that the retgniifg ISmperor's 
father, (Peromul name) sovereign of the whole Malabar, Itod embraced, tl^ 
Mahometism, and quitted his Crown to perform the pilgrimage of . Mecca, where 
he died. 
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kxid ^to ikke' k ples^ui^e in hearing their verses and music; hoW 
hiattef^ became so nittch altered, that such singers were sure df 
being hooted, and accused of impiety and blasphemy. The Em- 
peror on hearing of this new disturbance, consulted the Cazy 
Sheriat-ollah-khan, on the subject, as the most eminent divine 
that attended the Court. The theologian answered that what 
Sheh-abdollah had said would not stand the test of a confronta- 
*'tion with the best treatises on the Sunni tenets, and that 
therefore, it would prove difficult to convict Qhoadja-djafer of 
heterodoxy. But as on the other hand, it would be proper to 
''put an end to this ferment, he gave it as his private opinion, 
" that the Qhoadja should be requested to change his abode, by 
'• retiring to the suburb, the more so, as there would be neither 
" harm nor trouble in that. This decision was no sooner ru- 
moured about, than QhandoSran, one of the principal Lords of 
the Court, and a Minister of state, having sent for the preacher, 
inquired of him what might be the subject of his wishes in com- 
ing so far to the capital,^ and whether he had any commands for 
him ; and the preacher having answered accordingly, QhandoSran 
dispatched his business in a few days, and wished him a pros- 
perous journey to MSltan, his native country. At the same time 
he paid a respectful visit to His Holiness, Qhoadja-djafer, and 
in the course of a conversation on that subject, he supplicated 
in humble terms the Holy man’s condescension, giving it as his 
private opinion, that if he would change his abode for a time, 
so far as to take his residence at the monument of Saint Nizam- 
med-din, in the suburbs, such a concession would effectually shut 
iip the mouths of his opponents. In this manner the commotion, 
which bore a threatening aspect, subsided at once. It was high 
time ; for very serious troubles were rising in the northern parts 
of the Empire. 

In the year one thousand one hundred and twenty-eight of the 
Hedjra, that is, in the fifth year of Feroh-syur’s, a bloody action 
happened' in the plains of the Pendjab, between the Sycs and 
the Imperialists, in which the latter commanded by Abdol-semed- 
khan, a famous Viceroy of that province, gave those inhuman 
freebooters a great defeat in which their General, Benda, fell into 
the victor’s hands. TTiis barbarian, whom nature had formed 
for a butcher, trusting to the numbers and repeated successes 
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of those other butchers he commaiidedi had exercised 
people of God cruelties that exceeded all belief| laying waste 
whole province of Lahon Flushed with victones^ he had evea 
their actual* aspired to a crown ; and we shall say something of hia history and 
NanTO^shah,^^ per^n. He.was a Syc by profession, that is».one of those men at* 
their patriarch tached to the tenets of G8r8-govind,(8o] and whoiromr thoir bkl 3 | 
or from the moment of their admission, never cot or ^lave either 
their beard or whiskers, or any hair whatever of tiieir body^vTbey 
form a particular society as well as sect, which dsstingliidies 
itself by wearing almost always blue clothes, (8 1) and geiiy ann^ 
ed at all times. These, when once admitted into that frater* 
nity, never make any difficulty of mixing or communioating with 
one another, of whatever tribe or clan or race they may have 
been hitherto ; nor do they ever betray any thing of those scru* 
pies, precautions, and antipathies and customs, (82) so deeply 
rooted in the Gentoo mind, whatever diversity or opposition there 
may have hitherto been in their tenets, principles! or common 
way of life. This sect or fraternity, which spread itself far and 
near about the latter part of Aoreng-zib’s reign, reckons Tor its in- 
stitutor, a G8r8-govind, one of the successors of Nanec-shah, the 
patriarch of the sect ; and here is what we know of this Nanec^ 
shah. He was son to a grain-merchant of the Catri tribe ; and 
in his youth he had been as remarkable for a good conduct and 
a laudable character, as well as for the beauty pf his face! nnd 

(80) The words G8r8-govind may be rightly translated by those of BMlSU 
Govind. The Gentoos without coming to any particulars, make howtver' a Ided 
of confession on visiting their G8r8, and this alwaya is done by prostratinf the 
whole body at full length on the ground, with the hands joined and stretched beyond 
the head. 

(81) It is true that they wear only a short blue jacket, and bine tongdraws; 

but they use likewise the yellow and the white in their turbants, as irdi as tbs 
blue, although by-the-bye the latter is the general colour. ^ 

(82) These scruples and antipathies are so rooted, that even those thai^ become 
Christians at Pondichery and elsewhere, are not to be reasoned vith oathat 
head. A Gentoo will abstain not only from any thing prepared or even touched 
by an European, but even from his water-pot, his knife, kis cfetben^ and Hketriae 
from any thing prepared or touched by any person of a different trfbeb^W evea by 
a peMB th^ are not familiar with, be he of their csrn tribe.^ ' The firabieiBii aloiin 
or the Levitical tribe are out of this rule. They eat nothing but what WW hevp 
themselves prepared, but every other tribe deems It an hOnedr and bleiring to 
receive it at their hands ; and hence the reason why Brahnian cooks are In' such 
high repute. 
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tlbe^ - ^ hys f«)jMurtees.{%) Ncn- wa«. Jib destitute iif 

-.yi^iiey*^ i^Tliexe wyw ^en iti. ^ose;pafta a fakir or rekgkma^ of 
’ note^ ■ cslied SSidhhassen, a man of eloquence as drcU aq weadtks 
who tevidg’no childrea of his own} and being smitten . with the 
besady of- yoiing -Nance, upon whom he chanced to^cast hiceyes*. 
OooKxived.'aa affection for him, and charged himself with his edu- 
cation. 'As the young man was early introduced to the know- 
iedj^Of the most esteemed writings of the Mussulman, and eatfy 
initiated in tiie -principles of their most approved 8ophies(84) 
and ccmtemplatives, he improved so much in learning, and bcr 
came so fond of his books, that he made it a practice in his lei- 
sure hours, to trmislate literally or virtually, as his mind prompt- 
ed him, such of those maxims, as made the deepest impression 
upon his heart. This was in the idiom of Pendjab,(85} hia 
maternal language. Little by little he strung together these loose 
sentences, reduced them into some order, and put them in verses, 
and this time he had so far shaken off those prejudices of 
Gentilism which he had imbibed with his milk, that he was be- 
come quite another man. His collection becoming numerous, it 

' r." T p , ■ ■ ■ ■■■ - 'I.'. .11-1.- ' . 

(i$3> The MUMultnen, and prc^bly it Is the descendants of those so inhutnanly 
iiMd hf th^ Syce, tell strange things of this surprising beauty of young Nanec’ea 
and of the affection It kindled in his tutor’s breast ; and these things although 
ap very, incredible in England, would have nothing surprising in India. The Syes 
are silent on that head, and bring Nanec at once from the age of twelve to that of 
ihirtiy/ at vdiich time he had followers. There is another religion, of very great 
preleilsiQiia in this nrorld,^ and of still greater ones in the other, which very prudently 
leaps from the. irst year of its patriarch to his twelfth, and then again, takes 
another mighty jump up to his fiftieth year, where his history is closed; so 
important it is that the particulars of the spring, and summer, and even of the 
autumn of a legislator’s life should be concealed by a venerable cloud of impenetra- 
ble obsearttye Qf all the patriarchs, none has ever had his whole life written with 
any^detsll but Confu-tse or Confucius, and Mahomet ; this last, in the most 
cdrcumstantial detail that has ever existed. 

• (843^. The word Sopki from which the Greeks have made has, at all 

timmb s^foiSed a wise man, contemplative and virtuous ; but as these people made 
it a point to wear nothing but woollen stuffs or camhlets, called sofs, all over Turkgr 
pad Pttrslak^ is Mt imposslhle but the garment should have communicated its 
fiantovto ithp . mem. Hence there are in English such words as black-frjars and 
wMtodriarAfi^^ This nuidk is certain, that one cf the first, bravest, and most, virtuous 
.Qmpesom o|.,the Turks was called or sumamed sqfi, because he wore nothing 
butngT* It^was Sultan-morad, the first. 

Peudiabi- js a dialect of the Hmdostopy, but like all the hugueges 
of Hindostan, sonorous, soft and melpdious. 
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took the form of a book, which was entitled Great, And bbcathi 
so famous in the times of Sultan JBabr, as to give celebrity to it A 
author, who from that day was followed by multitudes of sj^cta- 
tors oir well-wishers. This book is to this day held in so much 
veneration and esteem amongst the Sycs, that they never touch 
or read it, without putting on a respectful air and posture. And 
in reality, as it is a compound of what he had found most valu- 
able in those books which he had been perusing, and it is written 
with warmth and eloquence, it has necessarily all the merits and 
attractions peculiar to truth and sound sense. 

In times of yore, the religious persons of that fraternity could 
not be distinguished, either in their garb or their usages, from the 
Mussulmen fakirs ; nor is the difference easily perceptible even 
to this day. They live in communities both in villages and towns, 
and their habitations are called Sangats,(86) where we always 
see some one that presides over all the rest. Nanec, their 
patriarch, left only two children. One of whom when grown up, 
used to amuse himself with hunting and all the other pleasures of 
high life ; and in this he has been imitated by his descendants 
to this day, all of whom are reputed heirs and partakers of his 
authority. The other son, having addicted himself to a reli- 
gious life, and taken up the garb of it, his followers have done the 
same, and look to all intents and purposes like so many Mussul- 
men fakirs. But what is strange, Nanec-shah had not for his 
immediate successor, either the one or the other of his children, 
but only a, servant of his, called Angad, who sat on the patri- 
arch’s carpet with full authority. (87) The ninth in succession 

(86) The word Sangat signifies together, and also fraternity. It comes from 
sofw which signifies with, as well as sat. 

(87) This right of sitting upon another’s carpet implies the right of sncoeeAn^ 

to his rights and authority ; and this ceremony and expression ie spread all over the 
East, from whence it has been brought to the confines of Europe, where we see 
the Crim-tartars using the same ceremony. As the Khans of the Crim4artars, 
as well as all the Tartarian Princes, deduce their pedigree from the famous con- 
queiOr, Djenghis-khan, we see that when they intend to acknowledge a nhw iChan, 
or King, they make him sit upon a sntall carpet which has saved to that aiibestdr 
of theirs, and four men raising the carpet and the new King as high as thi^ can, 
shoutout in the -middle of the C8r81t&y or assembly : lofig ; a 

about that is echoed by Uie rest. But as a carpet four hundoM fhtM did would not 
stand such a test, it is always placed upon h pew one. ' 
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tjliift. Apgil 4 waa one Tygh-bahadyri(88). who was of anch^m 
extraordinary char^teri as drew multitudes after himi all whicb 
as well as their leader went always armed. This* man finding 
bimself at the head of so many thousands of people^ became as<- 
piring; and he united his concerns with one Hafyz-aademi a Mus- 
sulman fakir, and one of those that styled themselves of Sbeh- 
ahmed-serbindi’s fraternity. These two men no sooner saw 
themselves followed by multitudes, implicitly addicted to their 
Ohief s will, than forsaking every honest calling, they fell a sub- 
sisting by plunder and rapine, laying waste the whole pro- 
vince of Pendjab ; for whilst Tygh-bahadyr was levyiny contri- 
butions upon the Hindoos, Hafyz-aadem was doing the same 
upon the Mussulmen. Such excesses having soon attracted the 
notice of the Grown-oificers, gazetteers, and intelligencers, they 
wrote to the Emperor Aoreng-zib, that these two men made it a 
practice to live by plunder and sack. In answer to such an ad- 
vice, the Emperor commanded the Viceroy of Pendjab, residing 
at Labor, to seize these two miscreants, and to send the Mussul- 
liian to the country of Afghans, quite up to the last limits of 
Hindostan, beyond the Atec,(89) with defense to him to cross it 
again under pain of death. Tygh-bahadyr, the other freebooter, 
be was to send prisoner to the castle of GSaliar. The Governor 
executed his orders punctually. Some days after there came an 
order to the Governor of GSaliar, to put Tygh-bahadyr to death, 
to cut his body into four quarters, and to hang them at the four 
gates of the fortress, a sentence which was literally executed. 
But this execution was followed by mournful consequences. 
Hitherto the Sycs had always worn the religious garb without 
any kind of arm or weapon at all ; but GSrS-govind having suc- 
ceeded to his father, distributed his numerous followers by troops, 
which he put under the command of his best friends, to whom 
he gave orders to provide themselves with arms and horses. As 
soon as he saw them accoutred and mounted, he commenced 

(88) Tjyghjmhadyr signifies a valiant blade. 

(89) This river^ the Indus of the ancient, is the same as the Sind which passes 
at Bacar, and Tatta, and empties itself by two mouths into the sea, one of which 
is that of Divel. It bears the name of Atec only in those parts where it serves 
as boundary to the Bmpire of Hindosthan ; for to^Iay as well as two thousand 
years neoe could be ferried over without a pass from the Governor of a fort. 
Hence called At0c, from the verb Atecmr^ riop or to be stopped. 


The Sycs, 
from mendi- 
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plunderifi|r the country, and caisingr contr^bHitidns. ' Bvt hnf dfdr 
not go long unpunished The Fo^jdars of the province joii^hlg 
together, fell upon those freebooters, «nd soon .dispersed them'; 
but G8r8>gov!nd’s two sons having fallen afiye in tAeir hafufa, 
were put to death. The father's situation was ttotr* bc»coAe- ^It 
as dangerous. Hunted down everywhere like a «41d beast^ he 
retired to a stronghold which secured his person for present^ 
but at the same time, precluded his escaping to his coahtiy and 
family beyond Serhend, the country betwiat being fuS of . troops 
and garrisons. The man prompted by his Critical situaCioa, ap» 
plied to the Afghan mountaineers that live behind Serheadr and 
he promised them a large sum of money, if they' could contarve 
to carry him to a place of safety. A number of these acceptedthe 
bargain, and oming down from their mountains, they engag- 
ed him to let grow his beard, whiskers, and every other hsdr tii 
his body ; and when they saw it of a proper length, they put upon 
hhn a short blue garb like that used amongst those h^hlanders, 
Inought him out of his stronghold amongst themselves, and made 
him traverse the whole country, not only with perfect safety, but' 
also with honour. For whenever anyone put any question about 
this man which they paid so much respect to, they would ^SwOr, 
that he was a Pir-zada or Holy man of theirs, theFir-zadaof 8tch. 
G8r8>govind having been so lucky as to extricate himsetf out Of 
so great a danger, conserved the Afghan garb in memory' of ifoaf 
event ; and he even made it henceforward the distinctive garb 
of his followers, no one of which could be admitted iitto- iti -urifess 
his hair and beard proved of the proper length, and Ids garb of 
the proper pattern. But the loss of his children had made so 
deep an impression on his heart, that he lost his ndnd, fell in 
demencey, and shortly after died of g^tief and sorrow. He' wax 
succeeded by Benda, that butcher-like man, of whom wO bavO 
spoken above. This infernal man having assembfed muItiCtadea 
of desperate fellows, all as enthusiasts and alias titfrsty’of revefagO 
as himself, commenced ravaging the couittry W^.su<b a bar- 
barity as had never had an example in hidls. 'spatbd' ho 

Mussulman, whether man, or woman, or Child. PtrOgdaiif 'trOmen 
had their bellies ripped open, and their cl|iUdtttn dawnd,'' 
thmr faces, or against the walls. The Empesovite*d ik was the 
mild Bahadyr-diaw)' sbaddetedon hearing of Suchatrociousdeedsi 
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.of‘ tliie pmj^mctig bid: eMire armie^ anjii thesei/toi^r cpn^ 
laadOtjdi^ ,b}r G^lierals* of importaace, such as, tho^Lcfrdi of 
Mdooa^ftrqbani. at. the head, of thirty thousandrhorae enclosed^^ 

tihsti scelerat io tibe fort of LShgar, where he: besieged hiia. The 
liajmf^ afiter^^havli^.defended himself for some time,, contrive to 
ginre.bmr tliO slip hy an expedient: in which he shewed as* much 
aagacRjr and wiadiom as animal: courage and prowess. Neverthe^ 
hsm beie^ stil! puacatied, he was, encircled again by three Generals 
th^ hsA jjaiaed their troops together. It was M ahmed'^amint- 
Ag^yr-qhaO'i^ aq^ Rostem-dil-qhan. But his genius,, fertile 
in eapedientSf. extricated him again. Not that he made any stand 
befoxe- the Imperial tro(^>s ; he hardly gave them, an opportunity 
toj see him.. Perpetually on* the wing, he kept out of their way, 
when having given them the slip, he suddenly sallied forth at an 
opposite side, like some savage escaped from the hunter’s nets, 
and then he. put, every thing to fire and sword, massacring every 
Mussulman, and destro 3 H[ng every temple and every sepulchre.of 
theirs, which he could find, in so much, that his ravages and bar* 
barities seemed torga on increasing ; and such was the state 
of things,, when Bahadyr-shah departed this life. His children, 
OQCupied in disputes about the throne, had no attention to. spare 
for Benda,, so that, his power became formidable at last. On 
Fendh«i(yur^s accession to the throne, Eslem-khan, Viceroy of 
Labor,, received, orders to. destroy those freebooters ; but those 
fraesebooters' defeated him totally in. a pitched battle, and that 
Viceroy after losing the greatest part of his men, retired within 
Lahori< with his. full measure of shame. Benda elated by so un- 
expected,^ success,, riecommenced his barbarities with more fury 
t^an ever.. It was some time after this battle that Bayezid-khan, 
Fodjdar. of .Serbend,. hearing of Benda’s approach, thought it 
better; .jto meet. him half way;, and he was encamped without the 
wallsr when in the evening he retired, to a. private- tent, where with 
a-' squdl- congregation he was performing the afternoon prayers 
wliena Syc, a^^dbsperate doubtless as any of Hassan-saba's de- 
voted yopiig'^inen,(9oJ' having crept under the wall of the tent, 


is the man known in theCrusades under the nrame 
of the old than- which is a bungling tranislate of the words 

of the hilly^cou ntry^ and as his devoted young men' were tidied 
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gave him a mortal stab, as he was prostrating himself, and 
confusion and surprise which ^nsued, he retired to his^bfetliren 
without receiving any hurt. This piece of intelligence having 
soon reached the capital, the Emperor commanded Abdol-seltned- 
khan, a TSranian Viceroy of Cashmir, who entertained several 
thousands of his countrymen, to march against those sceleratS, 
and to encourage him in that expedition, the Emperor sent him 
the patent of the government of Labor for his son, Zecariafa khan. 
This General, who since became so famous, had with him several 
thousand troopers of his nation, with several commanders, of the 
highest distinction, such as, Kamer-eddiiirkhan, whom we shall 
see Vezir-aazem in the sequel, Mahmed-amin-khan, and Aghyr- 
khan. They were at the head of their own troops, to which the 
Emperor added several bodies of his own guards, such as, the 
Vala-shahies, and the Ahedians.(9i) 

With such reinforcements Abdol-semed-khan, who Waited 
only for a train of artillery, set out for Labor, after having ap- 
pointed for his Lieutenant, at Cashmir, his own slave Aref-khan, 
and taking with him the troops he found encamped at that city, 
he marched in quest of the barbarians. As he had a good army 
in which were several thousands of his own countrymen, ' these 
troops fell with such fury upon those wild beasts, and they re- 
peated their attacks with so uninterrupted a perseverance, that 
they crushed them to atoms ; nor did the General pVe over the 
pursuit, until he had made an end of them. That miscreant of 
Benda stopd his ground to the amazement of all, and in the first 
engagement he fought so heroically, that he was very near giv- 
ing a complete defeat to the Imperial General ; for although 
beaten and vigorously pursued, he retired from post to post, like 
a savage of the wilderness from thicket to thicket, lo^ng end- 
lessly his men, and occasioning losses to his pursuers. At last 
worn down by such an incessant pursuit, he retired to Gckirdas- 

in Arabic Hassanin, cir the Hassansans, this word has ifivaii birth to the "word^Has- 
sasin or Assassin, that si^^ifies a murderer, in six or seven languagoa of JS^fOpe. 

(91) The Emperor’s household amounts to forty thousand cavalry, 

but serving on foot in the citadel and in the palacre. It consists of several cos^, 
such as, the Sorqh-poshes or Red-wearers ; the Soltanies, or Rcyals ; the Vala- 
shahies, or high Imperials ; the CamuUpushes or Cuirass-woarers ; the Ahedlans, 
or Serving single, because these last have the Emperor for their immediate Colonel. 
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poofi the native cduntry of most of iJiose barbariatiiSf and where 
their chief had long>ago built a^strong castle^ in which they kept 
their iviycs and families with the booty they usccT to make in. 
their courses. . The Imperial General blockaded it immediately ; 
nor was the place unfurnished with provisions. But the multi- 
tudes that had successively retired thither were so considerable, 
and the besiegers kept so watchful a guard, that not a blade of 
grass, nor a gfrain of corn, could find its way to the fort ; and the 
magazines within being at last emptied of their contents as the 
blockade drew to a length, a famine commenced its ravage 
amongst the besiegers, who fell a eating any thing that came in 
their way. Asses, horses, and even oxen became food, and what 
is incredible, cows were devoured. Nevertheless such was the 
animosity of those wild beasts, and such their consciousness of 
what they had deserved, that not one of them would talk of a 
surrender. But every thing within, even to the most venerable, 
as well as to the most loathsome, having already been turned 
into food and devoured, and this having produced a bloody flux 
that swept them by shoals, the survivors asked for quarter, and 
offered to open their gates. The Imperial General ordered them 
to repair to an eminence, where they would see a pair of colours 
planted, and where they were to depose their arms and clothes, 
after which they might repair to his camp. The famished 
wretches obliged to comply with an order which foreboded nothing 
good, obeyed punctually like beasts reduced to their last shift, 
and having been made fast hand and foot, they were made over 
to his Moghuls or Tartars, who had orders to carry them close to 
the river that ran under their walls, and there to throw the 
bodies after having beheaded them all. The officers and principal 
men were put in irons, and ordered to march in a body, mount- 
ed upon lame, worn down, mangy asses and camels, with each 
of -them a paper-cap upon his head; and it was with such. a 
cortege that the General entered the city of Labor, which he 
reached in few days. It happened that Bayezid-khan’s mother, 
an old TSranian woman, lived in that city, and hearing what had 
happened, and that her son’s murderer was amongst the pri- 
soners, she requested her attendants to point him to her. For, 
the man having acquired a character amongst his brethren 
by such a daring action, had been nick-named Baz-sing by 


The Sycs, 
after a multi- 
tude of bloody 
actions, are 
destroyed. 
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diem^(92) and had been promoted to a icotisiderable ofiSo^ 
old womm liavin^^ got upon ai terrace ^ that overlooked the 
Kfted up a ^arge stone which she had provided, and being chiiecti 
ed by the sounds (for she was bKnd) she let it fair so iQcfeilyr<^diat. 
she killed him outright ^ and the qkl lady, after dusr actkm^ isasd^^ 
that ^e would now die satisfied^ and revenged. ' 'JBut this acttoO; 
having, as a signal, roused the people of diatcity, and the 
General conceiving that he might lose all his prisoners through 
the fury of the mob, ordered them to be conveyed to a place of 
safety amongst the baggage, where they Were covered with tap** 
pings of elephants, and every thing that could conceal thctm frazil 
the people’s eyes. The next day, he set out of the city at chiyw 
break, and with the same precaution, his intention bemg^to 
present them alive to the Emperor. For further precaution, they 
were put under the care of Camer-eddin-khan, and his oWn son, 
Zacaiiah-khan, and forwarded to the capital under a strong 
escort. As soon as they had arrived in the outskirts of the city, 
the Emperor sent out Mahmed-amin-khan, with orders to bring 
them in, mounted as they were, but preceded by a number of 
heads fixed upon pikes, amongst which should be seen Benda, 
with his face besmeared with black, and a wooden-cap on his 
head. That wretched himself, having been brought before the 
Emperor, was ordered to the castle, where he was to be shut up, 
with his son, and two or three of his chief Commanders. The 
others were carried by a hundred at a time every day, to the 
Cotval's tribunal, where they were beheaded, until the whole 
number of them was completed. But what is singular, these 
people, not only behaved quietly during the execution, but they 
would dispute and wrangle with each other, who should be 
executed first, and they made interest with the executioner for 
that very purpose. In this manner the whole number of these 
(92) The Falcon-lion, or Lion with the rapidity S' F^cun. Tllsas titles 
are common all over India, amongst the Gentoos; but espec^^ m C^ean, . whefe 
any one that has -killed a Tiger, without shooting him, is banoeforwmdt eumamed 
Mat9a, In Hindostan, he that had killed a Lion with a sahre, pike^ pir ^niaM, 
assumed the title of Sing, or Lyon ; and it is this institution ffce liika&Om'etdiis 

had In a view when, on their making conquests in tftlHa, they ' p d fe A>i^ai" hd tnany 
Generals with the title of Sing» This iastitotloft they copied/ hy ghi&ig to their 
bravest chiefs, the title of Pjung, which implies some remarkable cbsracilter in VSr 
and battle. For those of and have been ob^ied from tbe ^ 0 haflfat, or a- 

Arabian monarchy. 
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,i«retdMdb«togs told-ovef) aad etviyianistrf 

ivlMtti jw tel dwems^ Bend^Umself ^»a» ^mdnsed i ted 

tetea tens bis lap, the father was prdhnd to cuthi* g^an.«tei»> 

tteNkk, ediich he. did without uttering one word. Being dme 

brought -neuier to the Magistrate’s tribunal, theJattet telM^ 

his’desb to be torn off 'wirii red-hot pincers, and it was in.tbnae 

torments that he expired, his black soul taking its flight by MC 

of tiioae holes towards the regions for which it seemed so well 

fitted. ’.It is. retorted, that Mahmed-amin-khan, ha^ng had the 

cariosity to come close, and to look at the man, was surprised at 

toe nobleness of his features. Struck with such an appear^ 

ance, he could not help speaking to the wretch. “ It is sur>. 

"prising," Said he, "that one that shews so much acuteness in 
** his features and so much nobilities in his conduct, should have 

accumulated upon hia head a multitude of horrid crimes that 
" would ruin < him infallibly in this world as well as the others 
*f crimes that had brought him at last to so excruciating an end." 

The man, with the greatest composure, answered in these terms 
" I will tell you, my Lord. Whenever men become so Corrupt 
" and wicked, as to relinquish the path of equity and to abandon 
" themselves to all kinds of excesses, then it happens, in all coun'> 

" tries and in all religions, that Providence never fails to suscite 
. f such a murderer Jas me, whose only office is to chastise i 
" race become totally criminal. But when the measure Of punish* 

" ment has been filled, then the butcher’s office ceases, and his 
" mission is over, and then, that some Providence never fails to 
" sttsdte such a mighty man as you, whose mission fs to lay hold 
."of the barbarian, and to conmgn him to condign punishment. " 

. ".Wlqr should this Oppressor’s haughtiness and vtolenos last so long? 

** Is H faeehuse God Almighty’s scourge strikes without a sound t ” 

After having been carried thus far by a digression which we 
toocgM we owed our readers upon the Sycs, it is but natural that 
we should reVert to the thread of our history, especially as the 
di^nsioos at Court carried a most threatening aspect, and 
twined to presage infinite ills to the whole Empire. We have 
already ...xebi;^ .bow it' had been agreed between the. two rival 
conte^ng parties that, on Emir-djemlah’a quitting the Goutt, 
Hosaefo>aaly*kkan should repsdr to his post in Decan, and how 
his departure had been delayed on some particular accounts. At 



92 


THE SEIR 


Threat of 
one of the bro- 
thers to the 
Emperor him- 
self. 


D&8d-khan- 
peni, a famous 
warrior of De- 
can» prepares 
to oppose 
Hossein-ally- 
khan. 


last, after having accomplished all . Wsviewsi . that Viceroy 
but not without repairing first to Courti and telling the Emperor 
and his confiUantSi plainly, '' that if, in his absence, any thing 
should be attempted against his brother, the Vezir . Abdollah* 
khan. His Majesty might rest assured that he would quit every-* 
thing, in order to be again in the Capital within^ twenty days, 
** at most/' This open threat having only shewn to the Emperor, 
how powerful the Viceroy thought himself, he was no, sooner gone, 
than the Ministers dispatched letter after letter to Da8d*>khan- 
peni, Governor of GSdjrat, an Afghan of an illustrious pedigree, 
who had acquired such a high character in those southern coun-. 
tries by his great bodily strength and his heroical prowess, that 
he was revered in all that tract, and held in the highest esteem 
with the rulers and generals of the Marhatta Empire. Those 
letters brought him the patent of the government of BSrhanpSr 
added to his own, with orders to repair thither at the head of his 
army, it being on the high road to Decan, and to demolish Hos- 
sSin-aaly-khan and his troops, by any means in his power, after 
which he would of course succeed him in that Viceroyalty, then 
become vacant. On the receipt of these instructions DaSd-kban, 
who made but little account of his enemy, repaired to BSrhanpSr, 
where he without hesitation assumed all the state of a Viceroy of 
Decan. This intelligence having been soon conveyed to Hos- 
sSin-aaly-khan, the latter wrote to the Afghan that, as he (Hos- 
s€in-aaly-khan) was actually invested with that Viceroyalty, 
it was but proper that he, DaSd-khan-peni, should come to pay 
‘‘ his respects to his superior, and shew himself ready to execute 
'' his commands, this being so very conformable to the rules of 
service ; else, he had better repair to the Emperor's Court at 
'' once, without giving so unjustifiable an example to those re- 
fractoiy countries, and rendering himself guilty of proceedings 
that could end in nothing but in disturbances and dissensions." 
This letter having not made the least impression upon Da8d- 
khan, he came out of BSrhanpoor, and encamped in tho plain fully 
resolved on a vigorous opposition. He at the same time invited 
over a number of Marhatta Generals, who had become Crown- 
servants, having been decorated with grades and commands 
of honour and emoluments, such as, of five, and seven, thousand 
horse, so early as the reig^ of Bahadyr*shah. The most 
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4 ddnsider^^ i&ese was Bimte«^siinEdfsA| WHb tlie 

Wlioletehitery bf Aorengaba<!|h lieu of his paty- All thfes^-battie 
and Remained encamped with t)a8d-khan until tfie twehty-fiftli 
of Raihasan, at which time Hossain-aaly-khan appealed at the 
head of twenty-six thousand horse, the only ones that were 
able to keep pace with him, but all veteran troops, accustomed to 
be led to soccesa and victory under his command. This hap- 
pbhed hi the fourth year of Feroh-s)rur^s reign. The Viceroy 
being arrived Within sight of the enemy, endeavoured to reclaim 
that haughty imprudent Afghan, by sending him several very 
inviting messages, but finding him deaf to all remonstrances, he 
thought only how to reduce him by force. He, therefore, ranged 
his army in battle array, mounted his elephant, and marched 
down upon the enemy. The latter did the same on his side, after 
having placed on his frOnt a body of Afghans, all his country- 
men, every one of whom thought himself equal to a Rostem.(93) 
The battle proved obstinate and bloody. The valorous on both 
sides, pressing upon each other, as in the Day of Judgment 
were rushing forward, regardless of every thing but how to 
*^ugage amongst the foremost. In a moment it commenced rain- 
ing heads, which dropped like hail from the clouds raised by the 
inflamed sabres, (94) and streams of blood pouring down from 

(93) Rostenif RSstam, and also Rostan is the Hercules of the East. Like him, 
he was of a prodigious strength of body; like him he founded a potent family, and 
a principality ; like him he purged his country of monsters, serpents, dragons, and 
lions , as well as of tyrannical kings ; like him he wore a lion’s hide ; but the dif- 
ference is entirely in favour of the Persian hero. The latter was just, temperate, and 
an amiable Prince ; he also had blue eyes and a red beard, whereas the Greek had them 
both black. Lastly, the Grecian wore his hide just as he had got it from the animal 
flayed, whereas the Persian had it made into a close dress, not unlike that of a 
Hussar, and In such a manner as that the head and mouth c:ame so low as his fore- 
head, and formed a head-cap, which last circumstance proves his having lived in a 
more civilised country than the Grecian. 

(94) The Persianand Indian sabres being made of a particular steel, particularly 
tempered, look, when polished and prepared with some mineral acid, as if a plentiful 
Stream of w;«ter or of fire lyas actually pouring down upon the whole surface, from 
the hilt to the fioint ; and hence those metaphorical ^expressions so common in 
our author, as well as in all the Orientals, of a devouring sabre — a sabre vomiting 
fire and fiwmee^^ef an enen^ drinking plentifully of ike stream running down from 
ike sabre of his victor. These sabres are made in India, in Labor, and Oehli. In 
Persia, th^ are made in Com, Ispahan, and especially at Lar. In Turk^ they are 
made at Damascus and in Mesror Cairo. Look at the Remark Section 2nd, 
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tk? haads of 90 mmy hi^oos io fury iKpeve dreBi^ldiig. 
thirsty e^rth. How many hodt^Si hi&«rto ^c^ustomed t 6 /^ 4 tl 
tho ooaveoienoes; a^id delicacies of a lu^noHSr tife^ f jt^i^adk 
The bloody day their bed on tho Woody hard grounds and feaw maay^ heida 
hanp^. streaming with blood, did colour itbe poin|> ef*^^ears, liko $0 
many full hlowii roses> fixed on their stalks I Tbo 
earth etenial^ shaken by the incessant roaring of caononi'# seem^ 
ed to have assumed a motion like the heaven, whilsk heaven} itself 
confounded at the appearance of so many blletod^lraok Wac«» 
riojrs,, stopped short, and stood moti'onle^,, Uko aJumpish elod of 
earth- (95) DaSd-khah had given orders to hia coududor tK^ 
cari^ his elephant close to. that of HossSm-aaiy-khan’s a^ soon 
as he cQutd descry him- But meanwhile Hiramion, a valsmus 
OentQO,. who commanded the Afghan's van,, had pushed a% far aa 
the enemy’s artillery, where he was' making a giieat skLUghter,. 
whan he was himself given for food tp the fandshod sabres of a 
body of Scids of Bar, who threw themselves in Ws way^ and 
killed or wounded every one of those thajb hpd followed, hhntv 
But, this loss did not divert EfaSd-khan from bis design i he; was 
eagerly pushing forward amongst a body of officers, mounted 
like himself, amongst whom he towered out as tenibfo as the 
man on. the. elephant mentioned in tbe> Coiaa*(-9fik ffo was 
seeking Ws^ rival eveiywhere, being preceded by three hundred 
stout Afghans, who armed with battle-axes,, were, hewing down 
every thing in their way. This formidable bodystemck. 9 i paiuc m . 
the enent/s ranks. It' was there that fell the* bravest, of the Vice^ 
ro3^s army — Mahamed-ySssfif, Commander of his artillery, as welt 

(95) Those that shall read this animated description, shall^ probably Snd this 
Eastern style superior to all those pieces of Europe, where no "Ifoet qafk speak of 
battle without introducing those imaginary beings of Mars and Bellona^ 

( 96 ) There is made mention in the Coran of an iSthiopian)Generaf,,iyh 6 , after 

having conquered Yaman, or Arabia Fcsltx, came to attack the Hedjas; anS 
itscapilat at the head' of an army of'fifty thousand men. He v ya mpyated uftiofi. sa ^ 
elephant; andr this, happened about thirteen hundredyearsi^av,.aiid*Sfty-yefvsbeftW 
Mahomet. This piece of history giyes an insight into whab mustr hitve happened 
in some otber>coun(ries of world, where aits nndriritnrrri miidt and' 

disappeared at certain peiiods. It shews that; twelve oentuifen ago, tlM» 

were a civilised^ people, that understood' the art of ' taming eiephtuite, and that o& 
buildmg ships, which last, implies sdl the arts, whereas^ tordi^, all thek shipping 
conaista in hollowed li^s of wood; and all their art- in bewildering and then kiHIng 
elephants for food. ' '' 
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as Rostem 4 >eg arid Bessalet<«>khan, both at the tead of their^ troc^a 
i^hich were mowed down shoals, and now returned their 
acknowledgments to their masters by torrents ot their blood. 
Aalem-aaly’«khani with Qhan-zeman-qhan, and a nunber of per- 
sons of -distinction, were wounded there grievously. The AU 
ghans making.tfaeir way with such a slaughter, Da8d-khan at last 
found himself against Mir*mushreff, an ancient General person- 
ally attached to HossSin-aaly-khan. He was armed Cap-a-pi£, 
and' looked like one cased in iron. Da8d>khan, mistaking him 
for die Viceroy, cried out who he was himself, and said, What for 
you keep concealed behind your mujffler, like a woman ? Up 
with your viso^, man, that I may see who you are. Da8d-khan 
said this out of contempt, because that Afghan never wore but 
a djama of muslin on the day of battle. He said, and putting 
an arrow to his bow, he with an unerring aim, lodged it in Mir- 
muShreff’s neck. That officer fainting with anguish and loss of 
blood fell down from his haodah, to which he just held by one 
of his hands. In *this situation Da8d-khan’s driver, making a 
stout use of his iron-crook, (97) gave him on the back two or 
three blows, so well conditioned, that the nobleman remembered 
them for the remainder of his days ; and several years after, on 
recounting all this detail, he could not help carrying his hand to 
his back, and saying that they were severe blows, indeed, and 
that he felt them still. Whilst this terrible execution was taking 
place, Mir-mushrefFs elephant-driver seized this opportunity to 
part the two beasts, and as he hung still by the hand, a report 
spread throughout the whole army that he was slain ; and this 
report only increased the panic. And now the Afghan drawing 
near Rossein-aaly-khan’s elephant, people thought that all was 
over, and numbers fell off their ranks, whilst others fled in earn- 
est* A signal discomfiture was going to ensue, few choosing to 
stand by their General but a body of men of note, who resolved 
to "perish rath^^rthan to forsake him. Matters grew critical, and 
the corifuaign as dreadful as that of the Day of Judgment, when a 
mi^s<yet-baH, as if by^^ express order, struck Da8d -khan in the 
’ .car) 'This irott' Instrument is called anki^sh, and may wei^^h twelve pounds* 
It is one Inch in dknneter, and three feet lon^r, ending in a sharp point. At eight 
in^ea below that point, there shoots out another which bends downwards like a 
hook, and it is chiefly with this last that the animal is directed and chastised, 
although the straight point, and its round bottom, serve occasionally. 
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forehead, killed him outright, and changed the morning of bia 
life and glory into an everlasting evening. The driver seeing 
killed in the his master without any sign of life, turned his elephant about, 
victory **** those that sought to avoid the edge of the pursuing 

sabre. At sight of this, Hossein-a^ly-khan ordered his military; 
music to strike up in token of victory and rejoicing, and sending 
his people after the Afghan’s elephant, which was soon overtaken, 
he ordered his corpse to be fastened to that animal’s foot, and 
dragged throughout the whole city of B8rhanp8r. 

It may be asked what has become of Bimba-dji and his 
Marhatta Cavalry, of which we have said not a word. And the 
answer will be short. The man, like a true Marhatta, contented 
himself with scampering about at the beginning of the action, 
and then remained motionless like any common spectator ; so 
that when he saw that victory had turned towards Hossein-aaly- 
khan, he galloped over, and presented him his Nuzur as did all 
his officers. And all this while his Marhattas having broke in 
the enemy’s camp, were plundering every thing they could lay 
their hands upon. Nevertheless, there still remained much booty 
for the victorious army ; and the whole of Da8d-khan*s equipage, 
money, horses and elephants were seized for the Viceroy’s use, a 
small part of which only he vouchsafed to send to the Emperor, 
and that, too, after a length of time. 

Da8d-khan had left at Ahmed-abad a consort, by whom he 
was tenderly loved. She was the daughter of a Hindoo Zemindar, 
or great Landlord of that kingdom, where it was a standing rule, 
that some of those Gentoo Princes should give their daughters to 
the Viceroy in being. This lady who had been initiated in the 
Mussulman religion, on her entrance into the seraglio, was now 
pregnant, and seven months gone with child ; and she had en- 
treated for the liberty of following her husband, of whom at his 
dotc*<rf^DaM- departure, she had obtained his poignard, as a token of hjs love.^ 

khan*s Radj- The news of his death in the middle of a victory having now reach^- 
poot consort. , ✓ ^ 

ed Ahmed-abad, she took the poignard, and opening her own belly 

with a precaution and dexterity that amazed every one, she care- 
fully drew out the child, and tenderly recommended it to the by- 
standers, after which few words, she expired. (98) 


(98) It must be recollected that this la^y had been bred in the Radjpoot notions, 
which inculcate that a woman who burns herself for her decea^d husband; resus-. 
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* The report of thie victory soon reached the capital, and it 
remarked that the Emperqf could not conceal his concern 
and regret. He even said in the Vezir Abdollah-khan's presence, 
** That it was a pity that sp heroical a man as D&8d-khan should 
have been slain/’and he added, “that he had been unworthily used.” 
This expression was taken up by the Vezir, who answered, “That 
** had his brother been slain by that savage of an Afghan, his death, 
he supposed, would have appeared very proper, and at any rate 
** would have been more welcome to His Majesty.” 

When dialogues between the Emperor and the Minister 
could be tainted with so much acrimony, it was not difficult to 
conjecture how far matters might proceed, and this was soon 
put to the test by two events that happened immediately after 
this conversation : These were the sudden dismission of a body 
of choice men which the Emperor had ordered to be raised 
with a high pay, from forty to nine hundred rupees per month, 
a pay which was to be assigned on Crown-lands, or Djaghires, 
and in expectation of which they had been promised one with 
another fifty rupees in ready money ; but twelve months had 
already elapsed since that creation, and they had as yet touched 
nothing, when at once the body was broke and dismissed, and 
its Paymasters were told, that at present there was no money 
in the treasury. The second event is the sudden arrival of Emir- 
djemlah from Azim-abad, where over and above the standing 
troops of his Government, he had raised a large body of Moghuls, 
and other foreigners ; and as the revenues of the country, very 
ill-managed by him, could not afford to maintain those additional 
troops, they subsisted by pillaging the flat country, and exercising 
violences even in the middle of its capital, where they put under 
contribution the poor people, as well as the nobility. Such enor- 
mous disorders could not but render Emir-djemlah’s administra- 
tion an object of universal detestation ; but as he had also most 
extravagantly squandered away the public money, and no resource 
remained for him against the insolencies of those people who 

dtfttes presently to live happy twelve hundred thousand years — tenets which engage 
Radjpoot women to burn themselves by scores ; and this lady being debarred in the 
seraglio from such a liberty, and unwilling tb survive her husband, took this method 
of folIoMring him without hurting her child. For, pregnant women arc not allowed 
to burn themselves. 


Severe answer 
of the Vesirto 
the Emperor, 
on the latter 
expressing a 
concern for 
Da8d*khan’s 
death. 
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The dissen- 
sions between 
the Emperor 
and the Vezir 
rise higher 
than ever.and 
the latter for- 
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quarter, and 
raises new 
troops. 


threatened his personi here is the expedient, he imagined, would 
extricate himself. He got into one of those veiled-chairs that are 
used to convey women, and without imparting even a hint to 
his most intimate friends, or even to lus menial servants, he fled 
towards Dehli, where, terror adding wings to bis flight, , he arrived 
in fifteen days ; and where, in the very middle of a dark night, 
he suddenly made his appearance at the castle-gate, like a ghost 
from his grave. This was at a time when terrible reports were 
spreading everywhere throughout the city, as if schemes were 
actually in agitation about seizing the Veziris person. And, in- 
deed, as the Emperor had now conceived a rooted aversion 
against the two brothers, a rumour ran, that Emir-djemlah had been 
sent for underhand. This much is certain that, when that Gover- 
nor made his appearance at Court, he was ill-received ; and that 
this reception having only added to the bad opinion which the 
world had conceived of his character, he turned himself towards 
Abdollah-khan, to whom he commenced paying an assiduous court- 
ship, as he was, said he, resolved, henceforward to devote him- 
self solely to his family. But all these protestations were attribut- 
ed to artifice by the public, and even to a concerted scheme 
of seizing the Vezir^s person. It was even suspected, that the 
unexpected dismission of the eight thousand troopers, together 
with the vast crowds of Moghuls, and other disbanded soldiers, who 
arrived daily in shoals from Azimabad, and went everywhere 
armed and mounted about the streets, and especially to the palaces 
of Mahmed-amin-khan, the Paymaster-General, and of Emir- 
djemlah, and of QhandoSran, were nothing more than so many 
contrivances to circumvent the Vezir ; and they raised supicions 
in every one^s breast, as if all these manoeuvres meant no more 
than to fell unexpectedly upon his palace. That Minister, at last, 
came to think so himself ; and now giving way to his apprehen- ^ 
sions, he ordered his quarter and his habitation to be put in a 
state of defence, and a number of troops to be raised; It happened 
that his nephew, Ghairat-khan, who had been appointed Fodjar 
of NamoSl, and had gone out of the city with a strong body, to 
take possession, came soon to hear of these disturbances ; and he 
turned about, and took his quarters round his palace, not only' 
with what troops he actually had with him, but al^o with some 
new levies which he made by the way, and chiefly with a large 
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body/of SCids of Bari who had flocked into the cityi on hearing 
that the Veziri ^hbm they looked upon not only as their countiy^ 
matt, but also as their kinsman, was in danger from his enemies. 

Sttbh terrors were spread eVeiywhere, and such apprehensions 
ccmceived, that Abdollah-khan’s friends, who had fortified them- 
sehres in his quarter, or in its neighbourhood, were now sitting 
upon their elephants the whole day, and standing to their arms 
the whole nighty the more so as shoals of disbanded soldiers were 
now seen armed and mounted in almost every large street. But 
what looks very singular is, that it was such a time of mistrust and 
confusion, that Emir-djemlah, at a loss what to do with his own 
person, chose to refuge himself in Mahmed-amin-khan’s house,after 
having rendered himself not only odious, but even contemptible 
and ridiculous by his thougtless behaviour. It was with such a 
pusillanimous conduct, and in such an abject state of body and 
mind, that he still harboured thoughts of not only contending with 
such mighty men, as the victorious Hossein-aaly-khan, and the 
Vezir Abdollah-khan, the pole of the Empire, as well as with the 
late Zulficar-khan, the Prince of Princes, but also of overtopping 
them in the state. Amidst all these movements and troubles, the 
Emperor who felt his own inability as well as his favourite's in- 
capacity, and who through his innate levity of mind had already 
grown sick of these commotions and preparations, undertook to 
put an end to the whole by discarding Emir-djemlah. He was 
dismissed to his native country of MSltan, and Ser-b81end-khan 
appointed to his Government of Azimabad-patna. ^ But all this 
repentance, and all these changes produced no conviction in any 
mind amongst discerning men j and the Emperor’s insincerity was 
now so publicly known, and suspicions had taken so deep a root 
on that head, that whenever the Emperor went out a hunting, or 
the least motion was observed in his household, the report was 
presently spread that the Vezir had been seized. No wonder after 
that, if that Minister continued to raise troops, and to prepare 
evety thing ior his defence. 

This year, which was marked by so many troubles and dis- admirable*"^ 
sensions, became also memorable by the demise of Assed-khan~ the ”id 
the venerable Assed-khan — ^that wise As3ef{gg) of the State, who Assed-khan. ' 

(^) This Assrf was Prime Minister to Suleiman, or Solomon, and his name 
has ever after been used as an encomium on a wise Prime Minister. 
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had been so long Prime Minister to Aoreng^zib; He d^arted^ 
to the mansions of eternal mercy^ after '^having completed th^ 
ninety-fifth year of a virtuous life, full of merits*- It was the siatH* 
of Feroh-syur's reigfn, and the seven hundred and twenty-ninth' 
of the Hedjrab. He may be said to have been the seal and last* 
member of that ancient nobility of Hindostan, that had done 
much honour to the Empire. He had every qualification that can' 
constitute a character equally eminent in public, and amlablO in" 
private ; of a placability of temper, and of a benignity of disposi- 
tion so endearing, that to this very day, his name is affectionate- 
ly remembered by every one. Without of the having ever stoop-’ 
ed to any Lords of the recent Courts, he lived with dignity and 
splendour to the very last, conserving uninterruptedly his bound- 
less influence over every part of the Empire, where, to his immortal 
honour, as well as to the emolument of all contemporaries, he 
never ceased to employ his credit, as well as purse, in obliging 
any one that presented himself, whether a friend or stranger.- 

Merits or demerits, that is the whole of what we can carry to the grave : 

Happy he who shall go thither perfum’d by his merits.**(loo) 

May God Almighty be merciful unto his Soul — ^Amenl 

It is well known that the proper name of that venerable Lord 
was Ibrahim, (lo I } and Ismael, that of his son. This was no other 
than that same Zulficar-khan, so unjustly, so inhumanly murder- 
ed by Feroh-syur's order, in the very beginning of his reign ; and 
people remembered, that the son being unwilling to submit to the 
new Emperor, and fully able to assert his own independence, was 
soothed by the father's entreaties, and totally subdued by the 
weight of paternal authority, which engaged him to lay aside all 
thoughts of opposition, and to repair with him to Feroh-syur*s 
quarters. Upon which, there were then handed about two very ' 
affecting lines, that deserve to be preserved. They are as follows 

“ The evening echo with tears of blood, streaming from its ^es, 

Repeats, lo I Hibrahim, is leading his Ismail to the stone of sacrifiee.*’ 

■■ - ■ ■■ 1^1 I I 

(100) This alludes to the rite of not only shaving, washii^ with soap^ and per- 
fuming all dead bodies, but especially to the custom of putting dry rose-leaves^ and 
other odoriferous drugs under their armpits. See. 

(101) The - Arabs know nothing of Abraham carrying his second son, Isaac, to 
the stone of sacrifice. They only know of Hibrahim, carrying his eldest son, Ismail, 
thither, which Ismail is also their Patriarch. 
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. , , , vLopg before this venerable man’s demiscithe Emperor, whose 
mfMn vice of administration was to have never discerned real merit, 
and who now repented of his precipitation, had rendered all his 
esteem and good will to that forlorn family. He was himself 
wpi^ring at his precipitation, the more so, as he npw felt deeply 
the fatal consequences of it. On hearing that Assed-khan was 
upon his death bed, he sent him a man of distinction, who after 
having humbled himself in his name, had orders to pay him a visit 
of condolence on his part, and to address him in these terms :~ 
" It is a pity that we(i02) should have not been at first sensible 
of all the merits of your illustrious family, and that such a fatal 
** ignorance should have brought about a mournful event that 
” ought never to have happened. Now we repent, and regret, and 
sob ; but all^hP^c come too late, and prove of no avail. Never* 
“ theless, suphiSt the high opinion we have conceived of your High* 
“ ness's eminent character, especially for benevolence, and such 
“ are the emergencies of our situation, that we flatter ourselves,, 
" that you shall not deny us some piece of advice on what we 
“ are to do with the SSids. Such a favour, after all, would not 
prove a novelty in a character so renowned for sensibility and 
“ benevolence.” 

The venerable old man, after having attentively listened to the 
message, answered in a mild tone of voice : — You have committed 
” a very great error ; but such doubtless was our destiny, — ^and 
” you was yourself under the actual impulse of fate ; — ^but now 
the day of retribution, I am afraid, seems at hand ; you are full 
” in its way and I much fear, lest under the appearance of these 
dissensions, ruin and desolation should have crept under the 
” columns of the Timurian throne. Now that you have so unfor- 
” tunately given up your authority and Empire into the hands of 
the S€ids, it is too late to retrogade ; on the contrary, spare 
” nothing to keep them easy and satisfied, lest these dissensions, 
” by being protracted to a length, should give birth to matters, 
^^•of a high nature, and reduce you to the necessity of suffering 
'-the reins of your liberty to slip absolutely out of your hands.” 


The Emper* 
or’s humble 
message to 
him just be- 
fore his death. 


The dying 
man’s remark- 
able answer. 


(loa) The Emperors of Hindostan never speak of, or design themselves, but in 
the plural number, whether in letters or in conversation. 
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the two brothers, and by dint of Generalship, gains three 
battles against their relations and partiaan^^Noble action 
of a Governor of Do8let--abad^A conspiracy is formed at Court 
against the brothers-^-^The younger brother is assassinated-^The 
elder is defeated in a battle which lasted thirty hours , and is 
taken prisoner^Mahmed-shah enters in possession of the throne. 
Nothing could be wiser than the dying nobleman's advice ; 
but it made but a momentary impression, and the Emperor con- 
tiAued as thoughtless as ever. Eternally obseded by courtiers 
equalljl^' im^prudent and ambitious, he used to bestow, on their 
recommendations, all the subordinate offices and employments of 
Z>i6can ; and so soon as any one was requested, so soon was the 
patent of it drawn up and bestowed, to the great discontent of 
HossSinraaly-qhan, the actual Viceroy, who looked upon all those 
promotions, as derogatory to his authority, and as even dangerous 
to his safety. His constant practice was to set aside the promoted 
with fair words, and sometimes with raillery, and to advance his 
own creatures to all posts of trust — a conduct that could not fail 
to Occasion endless heart-burnings at Court. Nor was Abdollah- 
qhkn, the other brother, more scrupulous. His Divan, Ratan- 
chund, proud of his maker's unbounded influence, meddled at 
pleasure with the Imperial registers, without minding the Mutu- 
suddies or Crown-officers and servants, whose province it was to 
keep dlc^ bpoks. Even the Divan of the Qhalissah-oflice, who 
is/ property speaking, the Minister of the Finances, or at least the 
Accomptant-General, was become a mere cypher^ or a body 
without a soul ; and every matter of revenue and administration 
passed through the hands of that Gentoo, who in a few hours 
time Would transact business to the amount of several corors. 
He leased out aH the Crown-lands. A conduct, so overbearing 
and st> decisiv^e, could not but embarrass both Ettesam-qhan, who 
had been put at the head of the Qhalissah-office, on Qhand58ran's 
recommendation, and the Rairalan, or chief counsellor, who had 
the Diyadship or inspection general of all the musters ; the more 
sOi dd these two officers were differently affected — the former 
inclining to the' Emperor's side, and the latter to the Vezir's— an 
ambiguous conduct which exposed them to the displeasure of 
both sides, and which at last rendered it expedient for them to 
give both their resignations of one common accord. So that 
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Ynaiet-oIIah- 
qhan appoint- 
M to the office 
of Minister of 
the Finance 
department. 


those two offices were vacant^ when Ynaiet-ollah-qhan made his 
appearance at f ourt on a sudden. This nobleman who had fallen 
in disgrace in the first year of the Emperor's reign, had made 
the pilgrimage of Mecca, from whence he was now returned. As 
that nobleman had acquired a great character for acuteness and 
fidelity in the several offices of administration and finance, which 
he had held under Aoreng-zib's and under Bahadyr-shah's reign, 
and he passed for an able Minister and an excellent Accomptant, 
the Emperor could not but be pleased with the arrival of a main 
of whose talents he wanted to avail himself for the p#p OSes 
of remedying those disorders occasioned by Emir-djemlah’s in- 
capacity ; for he was now conscious to himself, how improvident 
he had been in demolishing the ancient nobility. He, therefore, 
cast his eyes upon him as the fittest person he could substitute to 
Ettesam-qhan in the two offices, which the latter had thrown up, 
tired of two employments, that exposed him perpetually to insur- 
mountable difficulties, and rendered it impossible to manage two 
such opposite parties as those of the Emperor and the Vezir's. 
The Emperor having received his resignation for those two 
offices, and given him the Government of Cashmir in exchange, 
immediately appointed Ynaiet-ollah-qhan. This nobleman shew- 
ed much backwardness in assuming two offices, which he con- 
ceived he never could discharge to his own or to his master's 
satisfaction, so long as Abdollah-qhan or his Minister should 
continue to carry every thing with a high hand ; nor was this last 
Minister himself pleased to see appointed a man, whose severity 
he had more than once experienced in Aoreng-zib's reign. 
Luckily that this disagreement was put an end to by Yqhlas-qhan, 
a Gentoo convert of Bahadyr-shah’s reign, a wise, learned, 
ingenious man, who although professionally attached to the two 
Sdids, was too much displeased with the complexion of the times, 
to accept himself any office. He lived a retired life solely occupi- 
ed by the Emperor's order in writing the history of his time, 
under the title of Feroh-syur-nameh, or History of* Feroh-syur. 
This nobleman having connections with either parties, and en- 
joying the esteem of both, proposed the following expedient • 
That Ynaiet-ollah-qhan should be appointed, under Condition 
that he would never propose any thing to the Emperor without 
having first consulted Abdollah-qhan. There were two more 
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Btipnlatioiis*.' The first, that Ratan-chund should not interfere in 
Ynalet^^llah-qhan’s province ; the second, that Abdollah-qhan 
himself should be more assiduous in the discharge *of his office of 
Vezir, as the only means to put an end to the clamours of an 
infinity of men, whose business was at stand, for want of his seal 
or of his signature. It was agreed that Abdollah-qhan should 
repair twice a week at least to the castle, where he should sit in 
state under the Vezirial canopy, ready to hear petitions, and to 
determine differences. And with this agreement, the Vezir com- 
plied for some time ; but he was so averse to the Emperor's pre- 
sence, and on the other hand, he was so addicted to women, and, in- 
deed, to every species of pleasure, that he soon relapsed into his for* 
mer sloth and neglect, having no time to spare for public business. 

Whilst this Minister's effeminate conduct left every thing to 
take its own course, Ynaiet-ollah-qhan was increasing the con'- 
fusion by an exactness and a severity, of which his discernment 
ought to have pointed out the inexpediency and danger at present. 
Without sufficiently attending to the actual complexion of the 
times, or to Ratan-chund’ s boundless influence, he proposed to the 
Emperor to enforce certain laws relative to the capitation levied 
on Gentoos ; and the Emperor approved of the proposal. On the 
other hand, as the Court and palace were full of eunuchs, Gentoos, 
and Cashmirians, who had availed themselves of the inattention 
of the Vezir’s administration to get at exorbitant salaries, to 
engross the best Djaghirs, and to disappoint or to render very 
precarious the pretensions of those who aspired to such emoluments 
on better titles, the Minister of the Finance proposed that part of 
those exorbitant grants and salaries should be suppressed, and 
part reduced within proper bounds, or that they should be granted 
on such terms as were pointed out by the Imperial registers. 
These two proposals having proved highly disagreeable to Ratan- 
chund, and to all the pillagers and defaulters, they complained to 
Abdollah-qhan, to whom likewise they proved unwelcome ; and 
all the guil^ joining together in a general combination against 


the proposer, gave rise to a coolness, which brought on a neglect 

of the several articles agreed to between the Vezir and the Minister putes b^ween 

of Finances. Daily bickerings gave rise to daily disgusts, and a the Finan!^ 


breach ensued openly on the following occasion ; — 

A Gentoo who managed some Crown-lands, was found 


andtheVezir's* 

dependants. 
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indebted to the treasury in a large balance, for which he 'whe ^ut 
under confinement, notwithstanding the repeated applicethlfi^ 
which Ratan-dhund had the front to make on ao glaring 
sioir ; so that the man who was conscious of his guilt, connii^ted his 
gruards, and made his escape to Ratan-chund's house, where' he 
was protected. Y naiet-ollah-qhan having represented the matter to 
the Emperor, he engaged him to send a detachment of tiie palace** 
slaves to fetch the delinquent ; but Ratan-chund's . people having 
put themselves upon their defence, matters, from high WCiais and 
an altercation, were proceeding to an affray, when the E^petor 
shocked at so much daringness, commanded the Vezir to dtapaias 
his Divan, which the other promised without having ever thought 
of complying really with the order. But the main subject of dis«* 
sension, which brought all heart-burnings to a head, and proved 
that the Emperor had lost all power, was Churamon the Djatt’s 
affair. 

This w'as a powerful Zemindar or Gentoo Prince in the neighs 
bourhood of Ecber-abad, who was of a family which at all times 
had proved so troublesome, that several Emperors had not dis-» 
dained to march against his ancestors in person, and to bring them 
under control. He had himself been once chastised for his, 
refractory, turbulent disposition, ever ripe for commotions. This 
man becoming troublesome again, the Emperor, at the beghwiiig 
of Shevval in the year 1129, appointed the Radja Djehi-sing-r 
sevai, surnamed Radja Dehiradj, to bring him to order. The 
Emperor on appointing him to command that expedition, raised 
his military "grade, and presented him with an elephant^: a suite 
of jewels, and some lacs of rupees. After his departure, he 
dispatched to his assistance a large body of troops undes:. the 
command of Seid-qhan-djehan, brother to Abdollah-qhan. By this 
time the Gentoo Prince was arrived before the Djatt’s fortress, 
where he had pushed his trenches close to the place^ after a great 
loss of time and blood. It was at this conjuncture that ths new 
General arrived. The latter being young and fieiQ?, diempproved 
of the slowness of these approaches, and gave severai 
which proved so unsuccessful, that the camp wasfiuit^ 
men. But yet the place being already invested tibis. vdiole yeasf^, 
and suffering distress from the want of every thjUig# could resist, 
no longer. So that Churamon wrote to his Vekil or Agent at Coiirt]^ 
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to Qtjppljic to the Vezir AbdoU^^qhati^ oflEering^ to sobfait^ to seoda 
Peidbcush.; or ^present in moneys and to attend at Courts sbosM 
the Emperor be pleasied to forgnre the errors oC.hts past oonductr 
but all thatofi]^ tmder the express condition, that the negotiadpon 
would not he communicated to Radja Djehi*sing, nor that Prince# 
his enemy, admitted to any share in the treaty. All that was no 
sooner agreed to by the Vezir, than the Gentoo received advice 
ol it, and was shocked at his exclusion. He quitted the araiy, re^ 
paired to Court, and infused his resentment in the mind of the 
E m peror, who found himself compromised in this affair and humbl«* 
ed. As an addition to all this^ Churamon himself arrived a few 
days alter at the capital, and took up his quarters close to the 
Vezir's palace. After all those provocations, he had the assur* 
ance to present himself to the Emperor, who detesting his 
person, would see him no more ; and he seemed greatly affected 
by the turn which this affair has taken, at a time especially when 
nothing but disagreeable news were daily arriving from Decan,^ 
where troubles had arisen that involved the Emperor and the 
Empire in their consequences. 

We have left Hossein-aaJy-khan at the head of an army be-^ 
come victonous against all appearances to the contrary. After 
so important a victory, he returned to Aorengabad, his capital^ 
where he spent his time in introducing order and subordination 
everywhere! .when he heard from the province of Qhandess, that 
Cand84>ehaiy, one of the principal Marhatta Generals in the 
Radja SahS’s service, was committing enormous excesses in that 
province where he enjoyed an extensive command. If is observa- 
ble that, although that country was within the Viceroyalty of 
Decan,^ and of course of Hossein-aaly-khan’s jurisdiction, yet it 
had, as well as the other provinces of that extensive country, a 
Maihatta Commander, upon a par with the Imperial Governor 
himself, and whose business was to manage, on his. master’s part» 
the choSt or quarter, that is, that part of the gross revenue allot- 
ted him by treaties. This strange custom had found its way all 
ave^ the Decan, ten or twelve years after the demise of the £m^ 
peter Aoreng-zib, at a time of troubles and civil wars, and when, 
tb«^ Plinces of ^ the Imperial blood, fully occupied by their owni 
intestine broils, had no thoughts to spare on those distant parts. 
This Marhatta General, having lined the road from BSjrhanp^ up 
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to Surat, the principal port of India, with a number of mud-forto 
which he had garrisoned, made nothing of Upping mOfl^atnts 
and whole catavans, and exacting one>quarter of their goods ; 
_ . to (Which exaction if they submitted, all was well : else, he used 

and successes to get the goods plundered by the way^ and the merchants ran- 
hatta, CandS- somed at so much a head. Such arbitrary practices haying raised 
behary. ^ general clamour against him, the Viceroy dispatched his own 
Paymaster, (103) Zulhcar-beg, at the head of a detachment of 
eight thousand men, cavalry and infantry, to put order to those 
rapines. Zulficar-beg having got with some difficulty over the 
difficult passes that are beyond Aorengabad, was marching in 
that tract of hilly ground which borders on the Qhandess as well 
as on the territory of Surat, when he discovered CandSTbehari 
at the head of eight or nine thousand veterans, all cavalry, and 
all effective men, but which had been swelled by fame as far as 
fifteen or sixteen thousands. It was at about seventy cosses west- 
ward of Aorengabad, on the confines of the Buglana. Zulficar- 
beg immediately prepared to attack, but the Marhatta, who was 
accustomed to fight only on his own terms, declined the combat ; 
and he went on retreating until he had drawn bis enemy into a 
a difficult country full of underwood and uneven ground. In vain* 
Zulficar-beg’s harcaras and scouts informed their master that this 
was not a proper spot for engaging such a set of expert free- 
booters as the Marhattas. He made no account of the advice ; 
but proud of his own prowess, and full as thoughtless as a number 
of Seids of Barr that followed him, he fell upon them directly, 
and killed a number of those uncircumcised, whom he sent to the 
bottom of hell. The Marhattas faithful to their own custom, gave 
way on all sides immediately, their General seeming to fly like- 
wise with no more than five hundred men, although this manoeu- 
vre was calculated to draw the Mussulmen farther and farther 
into that dangerous country, which obliged them at each turn 
to split into several distinct bodies, parted from each other by 
ravines and brush-wood. This was precisely what C^ndS-behary 
had intended. As soon as he saw his enemies entangled within 
such a net, he secured the few passes by which they might join 
again, and having fallen at once upon them on all sides, he slew 

(103) It must be observed once for ever that in India the office of Paymaster 
Is both civil and military, and answers to that of Major-General in Europe. ' 
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their tteneral at the first oxtset, and killed or wounded every one 
that mr in his way. The massacre lasted for some time, When 
those thdt survived it, having exchanged their late haughtiness 
for present humility, obtained that their lives should be spared, 
on condition of parting with their horses, arms, and clothes, and 
of remaining prisoners. 

So disgraceful a defeat having shocked the Viceroy, he ap- 
pointed Radjah Mohcum-sing, his first Minister, with a good 
army of veteran troops, to avenge the honour of his arms ; and not 
satisfied with that, he got him followed by another body of troops, 
of which he gave the command to his own younger brother, SeXf- 
eddin-aaly-qhan, whom he appointed to the Government of 
BSrhanpSr. The two Generals, who had orders to act in concert, 
were resolved to put an end to the Marhattas ; but CandS-behary, 
who had no inclination to fight on such disadvantageous terms, 
retreated southward with all his people, whom he placed in 
several strongholds of the Sah8 Radjah’s dominions. As to his 
mud-forts, as soon as one of them was besieged by a detachment, 
it was directly evacuated ; but no sooner had the troops marched 
farther, than the garrison returned. And although Mohcum-sing 
defeated and dispersed another body of freebooters that advanc- 
ed from Ahmed-nagor in quest of booty and plunder, and he 
pursued them incessantly to the very gates of Satara, neverthe- 
less, Zulficar-beg^S defeat and death remained unrevenged. 

Such a disgrace could not but affect the Viceroy's credit, as 
well as the honour of his Government — the more so ^as the people 
of those parts, at all times unruly, were now become sensible 
of the intestine dissensions between their Viceroy and the Em- 
peror, and had grown refractory and rebellious ; a disposition 
which was not a little encouraged by letters from Court, where 
not only the Radja Sah8, but also all the Crown-servants and 
subordinate Governors of Decan were directed to deny HossSin- 
aaly-khan’s authority, and, moreover, to do every thing in their 
power, to ruin and destroy him and his army. Such secret orders 
could not but excite troubles and resistance. And although at 
this very time, Mubariz-qhan, a nobleman famous in those parts, 
ahd Governor of the kingdom of Haiderabad, submitted to the 
Viceroy, who received him with great honours, and confirmed him 
in his post, yet neither that kingdom, nor that of BidjapSr, nor 
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that of Carnatek, could be brought under complete ordefr^teid 
control;, and the Viceroy sensible from whence the win|^b!i!iW| 
and convinced that all these manoeuvres were calculated 'hoi un- 
dermine him silently, refused, on his side, to admit those Divatis, 
or Superintendents of Finances, that were sent him daily from 
Court, and he either tired them with endless delays, or cut them 
short with a flat denial. ^ 

Such a subterraneous warfare between the Viceroy tod the 
Court, could not but undermine the foundations of that little 
tranquillity and order, which the warlike and victorious “ Abreng*^ 
zib had been at so much pains to establish in countries, where he 
had spent so great a part of his life, and dispersed all the trea- 
sures amassed by that second Lord of the Conjunction, the Em- 
peror Shah-djehan, his father.(i04) With infinite labour and 
personal toil he had, in a campaign which lasted full five-and- 
twenty years, wrested thirty or forty strongholds from the hands 
of the Marhattas, driven that restless nation from its own home, 
and reduced it to take shelter in skulking holes and in fastnesses. 
But some years after his death, intestine wars and troubles hav- 
ing distracted the attention of the pretenders to his Empire, and 
Bahadyr-shah, who at last mounted the throne, having chosen for 
his residence the city of Labor, a place remote from the centre 
of the Empire, and still farther from those troublesome frontiers 
now become the scene of so much action, the^arhattas availed 
themselves of this oversight as well as of the general inattention, 
to rush out of their fastnesses, and to spread themselves over all 
the neighbouring provinces, where step after step, they not only 
recovered several of their strongholds, with most of the con- 
quests made upon them, but committed such ravages in the 
Imperial territories, as obliged them to redeet^ themselves by 
submittingtopay them a yearly tribute of one full quarter of their 

(i04«) This Conjunction is that of Jupiter and Mars, whlclt is rsekoaed 

victorious ; and whoever was born under such a conjunction, was reputed a suc- 
cessful Prince. History reckons but three Princes distinguished by fhe appellation 
of Sal^ iCuran, or Lord of the Conjunction, to wit, Tluiur, who Is ^ledTunedane 
in Europe, from Tamar-lang, i,e,, Timur the Lame, although be dOcS nbt bear 
amongst his own countrymen any other name than that of Timur Aosac^ which has 
the same signification. The second is Shah-djehan, Emperor of India \ the third 
“Is Nadyr-shah, known in Europe under the appellation of Tamas, i. s., TahmrSsp- 
CSMdian. 
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rj^venwesrunder the appellation of Cha8t;(i05) whilst those Aat 
r^se^ ,to bend under so infamous a yoke, were consigned every 
year tO'all the atrocities of fire and sword. Not but that they niet 
with a vigorous resistance in some particular spots, from whence, 
after a blockade of some length, they retired with shame and 
loss^ but it was in order to return again. Such a state of eternal 
warfare had tired the Marhattas themselves ; and so early as 
the latter end of Aoreng-zib's reign, Rana-baT, the relict of 
Ram-radja, had supplicated that Prince to put an end to the 
miseries of mankind by granting her a Des-mucky,(io6) in lieu of 
all her pretensions, that is, a tenth of the revenue of the six pro- 
vinces that composed the Vicerojmlty of Decan. This proposal 
met with a flat refusal, whether out of avarice and parsimony, or 
from a principle of honour, and a delicacy upon the discredit that 
would fall on the Mussulman religion should he comply with such 
h disgraceful proposal. The Prince’s ambassadors, however, now 
joined to those of Sah8-radja, were more favourably received at 
the court of Bahadyr-shah. But this Prince, who wished for 
some rest, was disappointed in his wishes, by the dissensions 
which soon after took place between the Prince's relict and the 
reigning Prince ; and matters remained on that uncertain footing 
until the times of the famous Da8d>khan-p6ni, who governed all 
those countries as Lieutenant of the Vezir Zulficar-khan. This 
Lieutenant, for whose prowess and bodily strength the Marhattas 
entertained the highest respect, and who lived in a commerce of 
amity and brotherhood with them, found means to brjng them to 
this agreement : — “ That they would henceforward abstain from 
any demands on such tracts and territories as were held in appstn- 
age by the Princes of the Royal blood ; but that as to any others 
that should belong to the Grandees of the court, or any others', 
Whether as Djaghirs or under any other title, their Cho8t would 
** be levied by Hiramon himself, Lieutanant of Da8d-khan’s, with- 
“out their interfering in it in any manner whatsoever.'* 

This agreement which seemed to put an end to all broils and 
pretensions, gav^ birth to an infinity of bickerings and trdubles. 
Which always ended in some blood. Under the government of 
Nfzan^-el-mulk, which lasted no more than one year and some 

‘ {t 05) ' The n^ord Ch38t signifies quarter part. 

(106) The word Des^mueki signifies the tenth-haodful. 
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npontb 2 j(i 07 ) the ChdSt which had been bithciite levied hjr ivmtwl 

agreementi ended in battle and blood- He cha^$ed the Mfurhal^tas 

onee« and took from them a vast number of maresi and or 

three elephants^ which last he sent to the Emperpr under the care 

of Mirza-beg. But this Viceroy) who was a man of vigouti having 

been succeeded by HossSin-aaly-khan, whose attention was wholly 

engrossed by his misintelligence with the courti the tip^ea proved 

so unfavourable, that no agreement could take place for two^ years 

together, and no effectual opposition could be made to the Mar- 

hattas. His attention was perpetually diverted to the mucfalina^ 

tions of an insidious court, who by perpetually exciting the $ah8- 

radja to his ruin, and by enco^aging the Radjas and Goveiraprs 

of those distant parts in their refractory disposition, effectual^ 

marred every measure which he could devise. Unsupported by 

his master, whose designs he had every reason to dread^ and 

solicitous to strengthen himself against his persona^ enemies, he 

thought it best to turn his attention wholly to that side, by conung 

to an agreement with the Marhattas on the following condi* 

tions:— “That over and above what had been agreed to under 

“ DaSd-qhan-peni’s administration, as to their due, di^y should 

“ be entitled to their Des-mucki or tenth, upon all revenues 

** of the six and-a-half of the provinces of Decan ; and that the 

“ Marhatta Generals, Djesvent and Chimna-ba, should reside at 

“ Aorengabad, at the head of a good body of veteran troops, near 

“ the Viceroy’s person, as deputies from the Sah3-radja» in whose 

a ” might collect their Cho8t from the Pjaghir-holdoiSi 

double-headed « as w^ell as their Des-mucki or tenth-handful from the rayots or 
tribute all over 

Decan. common husbandmen. 

In consequence of this definitive treaty, an end wan put to 
the disputes, quarrels, pillages and massacres that hail thxa long 
while so far desolated so great part of Decan as to be reputed 
customary, and matters of course ; and the mindapf the inhahiiants 
commenced to enjoy the thoughts of traquillity. But hfnceft^r- 
ward, the talk of Collector of the Revenue or of requestor,, Gov- 
ernor or renter, became troublesome, complicat^, ami.pjM^ant 
with endless heart-burnings, all these men being>noW/S^iged to 

(107) The author means the first time NIzam-el-mulk wedtlalo DeMf fbsat 
the second Ume, he governed It as an ahsolate monarcb, ^ttripg HO Um 
eight years. 
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dhMl Witli three distfttct geverhiheiits^'-^e Coltector of tlUl life. 
|i«ieI''ReiNSttue, the Collectbrpf the Ch 58 t, artd the CoIle^lMef 
the DeS'ittttcki. _ Hossein-ealjr-khan after exchaeg^ttlf the radfietu 
tiofu ol^ this trea^, and admitting the MarhattAs in all the citSha 
ef hi* immehse government, sent notice of it to* the £iil|>erBr, 
with a ^etitieU ih which he supplicated His Majesty's approval, 
and hia letters of Jussion to command its execution to every eue. 
*11he Empeiter instigated by those nearest his person, disapproved 
the whole treaty, as highly derogatory to the honour of the Empire, 
as introductory of whole bands of freebooters within the Imperial 
territories, and as favouring strongly that spirit of independence 
with which its author was so much infected. At the same time 
he appointed Djan-nessar-khan to be the Viceroy’s Lieutenant in 
the province of Qhandess, an ancient nobleman, who bore a high 
character both for valour and prudence, and who derived a new 
kind of illustration from his having once exchanged turbants 
with tha Old Abdollah-khan alias Mia-khan, father to the two 
Saids. The Emperor on dismissing him presented him with a 
sumptuous dress of honour, an elephant, and a serpitch or a piece 
of jeweUwork for the forehead. This was in public. In a private 
audience, he charged him with some admonitions for Hossain- 
aaly-khatt, in hopes that as that ancient nobleman was reputed 
an ancle to that Viceroy, and in fact was held as such by him, and 
ttoated therefore with the utmost respect and condescendence, 
he al^ht by the weight of his authority prevail on his nephew to 
bebafVe with more submission to the Emperor. Th|s happened 
ilk the rixkh year of his reign, which answers to the 1130 of the 
Hedjrah. He at the same time appointed Mahmed-aamin>khan 
to the Viceroyalty of Malva, on the frontiers of which he was to 
receive his patent with letters of recall for Radja Djehi-sing>sevaf. 
But the general report was that he had set out upon a very different 
etMAd, and that there was at the bottom quite another scheme; and 
it i# this rumour which engaged Djan-nessar-khan to stop on the 
banders of the Nerbedda, the first boundary of Decan, With hardly 
SMiy riling morO than his usual retinue, being too prudent to risk* 
rendering his person suspicious or odious, by appearing with abody 
o l'' tre< y O os the frontiers of a province to which he had indeed 
baai|r’'i^pointed, but where it was doubtful whether he woidd 
find admittance. On the other hand, Mahmed-aamin-khan, after 
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having advanced to Serondj, the first great town of Mfilva> 
stopped short to take some rest ; and instantly a report spread^ 
throughout Decan, that he was marching to ^Aorengabad at the 
head . of fifty thousand horse, and that his van^ard of eight* 
thousand horse, and more, had pushed forwards under Djsm* 
nessar-khan. This piece of intelligence having been circulated 
in that great city by the novelists with which all capitalsvswarm,. 
at last impressed the Viceroy himself with apprehensions. All 
these doubts, however, vanished on letteis coming , from Djan- 
nessar-khan himself, where he requested a small number of. troops 
to escort him through certain narrow and difficult passages, where 
a freebooter of the name of Sinta was robbing and pillaging on 
his own private account, without any dependence on the Radja- 
sah8, his master. The escort was sent, and it brought Djan- 
nesser-khan, who immediately waited on the Viceroy. The latter 
who knew that the Qhandess was his northern frontier s^fainst 
an invasion from the side of the Court, did not choose to put such 
a country in the disposal of a man of the Emperor's recommenda- 
tion ; but as, on the other hand, he professed himself a high regard 
for his person, he made it a point to pay him every kind of honour, 
and to welcome his arrival with several very rich presents. Three 
other persons of importance arriving at this very time from court 
with letters-patent for two great offices in Decan, served only *to 
shew how the Viceroy mistrusted the Emperor’s designs, atid how 
little account he made of orders sent from the capital. These 
were Zya-eddin-khan, who was a Persian-born and a Sheriff 
of Qhorassan,(io8) who on the death of Dianet-khan, nephew to 
Emanet-khan, had been appointed to the office of Divan, or Con- 
troller of the Finances in Decan ; the two others were Djelal- 
eddin-khan, appointed Divan of B8rhanp8r, and FaSz«olIah-khaii, 
designed Paymaster of the forces in those parts. Zya-eddin- 
khan, who was furnished with a letter of recommendation .from 
the Vezir Abdollah-qhan, was admitted to take possession of that 
great charge, where he had the prudence always to act in 
formity with the Viceroy’s pleasure, . and to keep hon easy and 

' ' ■ ■ ' — ' — * ‘ ■ >; ■ ■ ‘ ■ • 

(108) A Sheriff is one that is born of a Seidaneeor Seid wopaa, be his fathw 
what he will ; whereas a Seid is he that is born of a Seid father, be liis mother 
what she will. Qhorassan, as its name Implies, is the Easiemmoit j^ovlnt^ of Ifttit' 
or Persia, and one of the six grand divisions of that Empire. . ■ / r 
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' Bjelal'^eddin^khati' received fora 'while tile superintend'^ 

^nce of the 'Bara^i instead of « that of Qbandess^t, to whidifthe 
V«:eroyi1had pbjectidns ; and as to the designed Paymaster of 
the forces, the A^eroy did not even vouchsafe to return him' the 
Salute. These pieces of intelligence having soon fotknd their Way 
to court, raised the Emperor^ s grief and resentment to a pitch, 
but without, however, occasioning any change in his manner of 
living, or engaging him to conceal from the public sight the 
infamous vices to which he was now found to be strongly addicted. 

It' was On- the following occasion : — One Mahmed-morad, a Cash- 
mirian, at all times reprobated for his vicious life, but now uni- Wrongly 
versally held in abomination for the unnatural practices to which he ^%ac- 

seemed so prone, was by a countryman of his presented to Sahabe- tices. 
nisvan,(i09) the Empress-mother, and by her to the Emperor, 
her son, who gave him a private audience. The man said that 
he had thought of a variety of expedients to seize Abdollah-khan’s 
person, and to demolish his brother, without it being necessary to 
recur to open force, or to any violent exertion. This advice was 
immediately embraced by the Emperor, who being too faint- 
hearted to betake himself to any vigorous measures, was glad 
to hear of any expedient to circumvent his enemies ; and he 
increased his affection for his adviser in proportion to the 
importance of his advice. He changed his name into that of 
Ytkad-khan or the trustworthy Lord ; and as he was himself so 
strongly addicted to unnatural practices, he was overjoyed to find 
so able a partner, who henceforward became his bpsom-friend, 
and to whom he consigned his mind as he had already consigned 
his body. 

Tlds man insinuating himself deeper and deeper in the Em- 
peror’s good graces, soon became the soul of all his motions, as 
well as the depositary of all his schemes against the Seids ; and 
now titles and dignities and honours commenced raining upon 
him. His name and titles were lengthened into those of Yticad- 
qhan-feroh-shahy-rocSn-ed-ddSlah, which signifies The prop of the 
Esnptrej as weil as the trustworthy of the Emperor Feroh^syur^ 

These titles were, followed by the military grade of seven thou- 
sand borae with the full pay and command of ten thousand ; and 
these were followed by daily presents of an immense value, and 

‘^(109) Sahahe^nisvan slgniBes the Lady of the sex. 
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by jewels of an exquisite beauty, tq were adde^ Ibb ^tiaut' 
curious and cqstly stuffs from the Emperor’s ivardrobe. . ^ ^esq 
were bestowed upon him with so unbound^iapiofasioiiy-that 
the man himself came to be sick of theip, f^d. was at a loss 
what to do wHh such a deluge of gifts. Meanwhile politico had 
become the topics of the whole court, especially is 4he Elftperor 
was every day holding councils with his new favourite, Jljfejie of 
which it was at last agreed that three persons of great importance 
should be sent for to court from their different stationO-^er* 
bSlend-qhan from his government of Azimabad, Hisam<^‘inulk 
from MSradabad, and Radja-adjet>sing from GSdjrat^-^dl men 
of talents and military character, whom it was intended to gain 
over by heaping honours upon them, and by promising them die 
highest offices of the Empire. But hardly was Nizam*eUmulk 
arrived, than his Fodjdary of MSradabad together with the rich 
Djaghir he enjoyed in that province, were both transferred, to 
Yticad-qhan, with these further circumstances, that the name of 
MSradabad was changed into that of RoeSn-abad, or Roc8n>ed* 
ddSlah’s colony ; and that the whole was bestowed upon him as 
Altimgha irrevocable. With all this thoughtlessness, the Em^' 
peror, who now and then reflected on the impolicy of ^scontent- 
ing powerful men so unworthily used, thought proper to mako 
amends to the Gentoo Prince, at least by the title of Maha*Radja 
or great Prince, and by pointing out to him all the graces and 
dignities to which he would be entitled, so soon as he should 
compass the, ruin and destruction of the two Sfiids. But < the 
Gentoo Prince, who was fully apprised of the Emperor’s leyt^ 
and pusillanimity, declined taking any concern in such an aEair ; 
and sensible of both the innocence and the gfreat power of the 
two brothers, he went over to their side, and became Abdol^h* 
qhan’s bosom>friend. As to Nizam<el>mulk and. Ser4iMeiHi* 
qhan, who had come from so far under the prondsca^ boii^* 
promoted to the high offices of Supreme Vedr dad of Paymaster>> 
General, they not only were disappoiitted in 
moreover lost even the posts and emoluments th^ 
enjoyed. Thmr surprise and discont^ had no* 
as they had-set their beasts on those offices, and ita dif^ widw 
men of valour suid execution, " they tO' 
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^*8ervant«^ then present^ if he wished to undermine AbdoUah- Resolute pro- 
‘ dvergrowrf power and ihfkience ; after which diai^ KJoofSom.^^ 
noblemha wd^ meet with what chastisement he deserv^il 
yf he continued to prove refractoi]^ and assuming ; and that 
they took his point upon themselves/’ To this resolute pro- 
posal the Emperor made this curious answer : — f kmw no man 
fitter for a Veair than Yticad^qhan. There were tiien at Court 
several great lords of both Iranian and TSranian extraction, all 
men of known characters, and all men of execution ; but so soon 
ae any of them would open his mouth, and propose to rid the 
Emperor of the two SSids under the condition of having the 
Vezirship as his reward, he w'as immediately saluted by these 
ridiculous words : I know no man fitter for a Vezir than Ytiead^ 
qhan^ Such a song repeated at each turn, could not but disgust 
every one ; and every one retired with indignation, no man 
choosing to expose his life for so childish a master, or to serve 
under so infamous a Ministen What made all those Lords so for- 
ward in offering their endeavours on that trying piece of service, 
was the favourable opportunity afforded by the approaching feast 
of the Corban or sacrifice, (i 10 } where the whole city would' pour 
out and advance beyond the suburbs to pray in the open fields ; 

it must be observed that the retinues and troops brought by 
those two Lords and by the Gentoo Princes added to those 
always attending the Emperor’s person, could not amount to less 
than seventy or eighty thousand effective horse, whilst it was 
well-known that the Vezir Abdollah-qhan had no more than four 
or five thousand troopers about his person ; nor could it be denied 
but that on that very day a general report had run all over the 
city l3iat Abdollah-qhan was going to be arrested or slam. And 
ytt with aU these favourable circumstances, and with so favour- 
able an opportunity, nothing was done, and not a man raised his 
voice. Nay, fSiis very report served only to put Abdollah-qhan 
more upoi!t*his guard ; and he that had hitherto admitted no man 
but those of Barr, whose soldiers being all S^ids like himseff, 
he was incltmtd: to trust above all others, now ordered twenty- 
five thousand' horse to be raised forthwith, without any dlstine- 
tiOiit bf country or nation. The report was of so pressitig a 

^ (110) That ds/the whole people march out of dte city in the open fields, where 

WyV^wara said in the open air. Look ai iko nef# ry, StcHcn.ist, 
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nature, that it had already reached the other brother, Viceroy 
Decan. Impressed with well grounded f^rs for the safety of hi^ 
brother, and also for that of his family and Wealth, which he hkd 
left in the capital, he resolved to postpone every other object, 
and to quit the Decan in order to n\arch to that city where he 
intended to rid himself of all apprehensions for the future, by 
crushing at once all the enemies of his family and power. 

This design having taken posesssion of his mind, he rWheihber- 
ed of Muezeddin, a neglected young man, now at theMSahSr 
radjah’s Court, where he passed fora son of Prince Ecber, young- 
est son of the Emperor Aoreng-zib. He sent an escort to bring 
him, and he made him enter the city of Aorengabad in the middle 
of a pompous retinue ; but in such a manner, however, that no 
one could distinguish the young man’s features. This event waa^ 
now made a paragraph in his dispatches to the Emperor, and. 
instructions were requested thereon. To this he added a private 
supplication of his own,*' where he intimated his being forced to 
quit his station, and to repair to the city in order to recover a 
** health impaired by the air and water of Decan, as well as broken 
** by the fatigues of so continual and so laborious a campaign.” 
These letters frightened the Emperor. His natural pusillanimity 
was deeply impressed ; and to get rid of his own uneasiness at 
a time when one of the brothers was coming to the city with a 
powerful army, whlist the other was enlisting men on all hands, 
he resolved to make an agreement with so powerful a family. 
He, therefore, sent the Gentoo Prince, Adjet-sing, to carry an 
apology to Abdolla-qhan ; and as the messenger was of a sincerity 
of character welcome to both parties, he soon found means to 
lessen the distance that divided the Emperor from his Vezir, as he 
had attached himself to the latter for life, and had obtained many 
favours on his recommendation, without forfeiting, for all that, 
the good opinion which the Emperor entertained of him. To 
put a seal to this reconciliation, which took pla^Wat the end pf 
Shewal, the Emperor set out of the citadel, adcohipanied by his 
favourite, Yticad-qhan, and his Minister, QhanddSran ; and with a 
deal of pomp and magnificence, he went in state td pay a visit to 
Abdollah-qhan, to whom he swore that hencefomatd he would' 
be his friend in full sincerity, and without any reserve, pr any 
remainder of rancour ; and these protestations having produced^ . 
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excuses for't>ast errori^, and of solemn prbmise of futiite 
attachmentj the Emperor retucned satisfied to his. palace. But 
such was the instability and fickleness of his temper, that he never 
continued in the same mind for any length of time, but shifted 
endlessly-^npw submitting quietly to his fate, and taking dissi- 
mulation and acquiescence for his part — ^and then resolving on 
coming to eXtir^hities with the Seids, and making them feel all 
the weight of Imperial resentment. And all this alternately just 
as his mind c|ianced to be influenced by the different opinions 
of his confidants and favourites, who being like himself narrow- 
minded and pusillanimous, discouraged the men of valour and 
resolution who were fully able to execute the most difficult orders. 
The latter, of course, refused to be dictated to by such a vile set 
of men as had the Emperor’s ear, or even to have any concern 
at all with them ; so that they retired one* after another to their 
lodgings, full of indignation at the enormous credit of those worth- 
less men that approached the Emperor’s person. And even the 
very men whom the Emperor had sent for from afar, in order to 
strengthen his own cause by their valour and advices, had, by this 
time, lost the employments they had hitherto enjoyed ; and they 
lay neglected and unthought of, as was the case with Ser-bSlend- 
qhan, and Nizam -el-mulk, who had come over upon his pressing 
invitations and his express commands, and who had his Imperial 
promises under his handwriting. Once these two Generals being 
joined by Mubaruz-el-mulk, and the Radjah Djehi-sing-sivai, 
went in a body to the Emperor, and proposed : '' That Abdollah- 
** qhan should be dismissed from his office forthwith, as the whole 
business depended upon dropping the veil, and acting openly, 
aftet which, himself, as well as his younger brother, might easily 
be crushed ; and, in that case, they undertook either to prevail 
on the two brothers, by dint of reasoning, to behave hence- 
forward like dutiful subjects, or to fight them as incorrigible 
** rebels, guilty of numberless insolencies and insults.” So bold 
a declaration did not rouse the Emperor. He continued to listen 
to hIS favourite, disappointed and disgusted ' the two Generals, 
as we have already said, and, as if he had not done enough yet, 
he took a rich Djaghir from Ser-b 81 and-qhan, and to this affront 
added the greater one of bestowing it upon Emir-djemlah, that 
vile dtsseriibler, who had already perpetrated the ruin of Assed- 

19 
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qhan’s famSy, and was working hard for demolishing^ the Empire^ 
likewise. ^ ^ ^ 

The Emperor, on; returning to his -palaoe, sent for Vqfil^s- 
<]^an, a nobleman whose intimate connectibhs with the two Seids 
were known, stnd he gave him the commission of quieting Abdollah- 
qhan’s mind, so as to reclaim him from exciting troubles, and 
to engage him to prevent his brother from. quitting the Decan. 
For the report ran strong that he was already in full march | and 
this much is certain that he had already sent his younger brother, 
Seif-eddin-aaly-qhan, to B8rhanp8r, at the head of^a body i>f lour 
or five thousand horse, with orders to prepare a camp<-equipage'and 
a train of artillery. He had been roused by the troubles that were 
rising in the capital ; and he intended to march, when he received 
intelligence that the Emperor had gone to visit Abdollah^qbaa in 
order to bury all the past in oblivion, and to swear an etetnal 
friendship to their family. This contrary intelligence could Hot 
but perplex his mind, but yet he stayed the preparatives he 
was making for his departure, and resolved to wait for further 
advices from the capital ; and he was in a suspense of mind, when, 
to his amazement, he was roused again by a pressing letter from 
Abdollah-qhan, who requested his assistance without a moment’s 
delay. At the same time the general report was at Aorengabad 
that his brother, the Vezir, was reduced to extremities at^he 
capital ; and that he had not a moment to lose/ if he wanted to 
save him from destruction. What added greatly to his inquietude, 
was an ans>ver returned to his supplication by the Emperor, 
which purported that It might be better for him to repair to 
Ahmed-abad, in GSdjrat, if he only wanted a change of air ; 

** else, he might come to the capital, where His Majesty would 
see him with pleasure.” This was accompanied by an order to 
send to court the pretended son of Prince Ecber. ' . . 

Whilst the Viceroy was preparing every thing for his marchi 
his brother, Abdollah-khan, was enlisting troops with aU liis might 
at the capital ; in which operation he was greatly seconded by 
the wtetched circumstances in which not only the train artQ^ 
lery at the capital, as well as all the troops ik and i^oilt that^ 
immense city laboured, but also by the distress which Oven the 
body-guards with the whole Imperial household 'suffered for Want 
of pay and subsistence. Full nine months in arrears were due 
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tp whether in consequence of Abdollah-qhan’e negl^t, 

or perhapst hrough his own contrivance. They had received 
notihiiig in that tong while, and their discontents had risen to 
a be%h&; but they had no one to direct it, or to lead them to 
action. So that AbdoIIah-qhan’s levies amounted by this time to 
full twenty thousand horse ; and he had besides the art of adding 
to his strength by a winning deportment. Here is an instance 
of it 

Ser-b81end-qhan was by this time reduced to an extreme 
necessity, not only because he had been at all times indigent, 
and his Djaghir had been taken from him of late, but especially 
because he had spent his all in supporting the troops he had 
brought with him, which were now persecuting him for their arrears 
and pay. Driven to despair by such large demands which he 
could not satisfy out of his own purse, without depriving him- 
self of every thing, he had now resolved to get rid of the cla- 
mours of his troops, and of the persecution of his other creditors, 
by abandoning to them his elephants, horses, equipage, furniture 
and jewels, as far as they would go • after which he intended to 
put on a religious garb and to turn Fakir. Nor was Nizam-el- 
mulk better circumstanced. That General who had been sent for 
to court with such pressing invitations and under a solemn 
promise of the casket of the Vezir, not only had been disappoint- 
ed, but he had besides lost a rich Djaghir which he possessed ; and 
he had the mortification to see it bestowed on Yticad-qhan, this 
new favourite, on whom the Emperor seemed so far to doat, that 
he seemed to have no eyes and no ears but for him. He now 
lived retired without ever going to court, and was pining away 
in discontent. The Vezir being informed of all these particulars, 
engaged the two Generals, by dint of entreaties, to come to his 
palace ; and when they were arrived, he sent for Ser-b81end- 
qhan’s military officers, and his others creditors, and after having 
adjusted all their demands, he paid them out of his own private 
treasury, and moreover recommended him to the Government of 
CabSI, then vacant. Turning then his attention towards Nizam* 
eUmulk, he made him hope that he would shortly be appointed 
to the Government of Malva. Two actions that gained him 
entirely the hearts of those two Lords. It was just at this time 
that Mahmed*aamin-»qhan arrived suddenly at court from Malva, 
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without any leave and without any letters^of. j;ec^)* Thi$ defied 
Governor had advanced as far as Serondjf where receiving no fur- 
ther instructions from courts and 'hearing also that HossSin-aaly- 
qhani Viceroy of Decan, was upon his mardh.for the capital^ be 
quitted his pqst, and repaired to court, where the J^peror would 
not see him ; and he, moreover, dismissed him from his. service. 
Abdollah-qhan no sooner heard of this, than he 8el^ fqr himt apd 
by dint of presents and favours gained him to his party ^^and he 
was so successful in this kind of warfare, that Qhand69rati him- 
self, who in society with Emir-djemlah had been so instrumepjtal 
in blowing the coals of dissensions, now went over .to the Vesit’s 
side, and was admitted to all his secrets. 

So many desertions could not but sour the Knperor’s inuid, 
and he was contriving expedients every day to chastise those 
deserters. One day the Emperor going out with a hunting party, 
had agreed with his courtiers, that at his return he would call at 
the Vezir’s ; and as Maharadja Adjet-singf s lodgings were upon 
the road, and close to that Minister’s palace, it was expected that 
the Gentoo Prince would stand out to make his bow, and present 
his Nazur, in which case he might be seized easily, without the 
Emperor’s appearing to be of the plot. Unluckily die -Gentoo 
Prince, who was fearful of what might come to happen, being 
conscious how much his attachment to the SSids had rendered 
him obnoxious, or who possibly had received timely intelligence of 
what was intended, thought proper to repair to the Vesir’s palace, 
where he tarried. This miscarriage could not but affect the 
Emperor’s spirits ; and although part of his retinue .was already 
rendered at the Vezir’s, and that Minister himself had come put 
and waited on the strand for the moment of paying his bow, the 
Emperor kept his eyes fixed on the opposite side, and having 
ordered his bargemen to steer by the middle of the stream, he 
soon arrved at the citadel. 

By this time Hossein-aaly-qhan had quitted Aofengabedf .and 
was on full march towards the capital. Although army was 
numerous, and his camp-followers still more sp, lus made 'them 
observe so exact a discipline, that no mfin washold enqucd^ to 
offer the least, injury to any one in the many vil^ges enclosed 
eveiy night within his encampxneot. One day^ a girl, daughter 
to a poor widow, that could hardly subsist, came put gf one jcA 
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p^ngs of bui^f,!«Ih^-!aV«iled 
.h^rsdf 'frf' flie diuiciiess of oiglit to stroll aboiit the tents in 
quest fof’IOtae food. A man was actually dresnng some adetuals; 
and ' 'having risfced her, whether she chose, to follow any - mm 
that- wovdditake' care of her, she consented, and fell' asleep dose 
to the man, who overcome by the fatigues of a long march, slept 
soundly the whole night, udthout ever thinking of the girl. At 
.dkydweek he ;got her mounted upon a camel that carried his 
^faigSi 'and 'sent her with the b^g^e. Meanwhile, the widow, 
who'had in' vain waited late at night for her daughter, could not 
obtain a moment of sleep ; but at day-break, she took her post 

v*o sivtcuiiflir 

upon a rising ground, close to which she knew that the \^ceroy story, 
would' pass. On descrying his elephant, she screamed out, " That 
a virgin daughter, the only property left to his afflicted servant, 

'^'having strayed last night about the camp in quest of some food, 
bad to all appearance been enticed away by some of his people.*' 

She added with a flood of tears, “ That she hoped that the Vice- 
** roy, out of a tender regard for afflicted widows and all injured 
“ people, would condescend to stop, until her daughter should be 
found out, as she could not bear to live without her only child.’* 

The Viceroy greatly affected by the woman’s tears, stopped 
sh(»t,<and after having sworn that he would taste neither food 
nor drink, until she was righted, he ordered strict search to be 
made throughout the whole army. On this order the Paymasters 
produced their tolls, and sending their officers everywhere, they 
enjmned to each Commander to send a number of trusty men 
amidst the ranks in order to set up an exact search ; and as there 
are Angels always ready to second the intentions irf virtuous men 
in high offices, this immense multitude, that equalled the crowds 
at the Day of the Judgment, and which moved like the waves of 
a sea, proved of no obstruction to the search ; for after a slight 
inquiry, the man and the girl were both found out, and both 
brought before the General. The latter turning towards the girl, 
asked hbr how she came to go astray, and whether her person 
had bden meddled vrith ? The girl answered that, tired with 
suffering every day the pangs of hunger, and the thoughts el 
faniine', she had’follbwed the man of her own free-will, in hopes 
of = putting an end to her sufferings ; and that as they had slept 
the whole night soundly, be had net touched her person. The 
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GeHeraly on this answor, returned thanks to God iliist 

her chastity had remained undefited in his campv asui that lie bad 
it in his power to gratify the disconsolate mother. At the sashe 
time he sent one of his guards with her, with/orders not to qidt 
her cottagei •-until the whole axtaf should be gone, and at a dts- 
tance.(iii) ? > ' 

It has been mentioned, that Hos86in*aaIy-qhast had. sent his 
younger brother to B8rhanp8r to prepare a camp-equipage . and a 
train of artillery. It was the fifteenth of Shewali ah. the yi^ 
1131 of the Hedjrah. But that city being upon the hig^ road 
to Shah-djehan-abad, he waited there for another letter froht 
the capital, resolved to take his final resolution upon it; but:oh 
receiving intelligence of his brother’s danger, he set out imme- 
diately, and having tarried only a few days in that territbiy to 
dispatch some business, he commenced his march. It was in the 
beginning of Muharrem, in the seventh year of the Emperor’s, 
which answers to the year 1132 of the Hedjrah. He was accom* 
panied by a vast number of persons of distinction, such as, a son 
of his own uncle, called the holy Navvab, but whose name was 
Assed-ollah-qhan. He had also all that nobleman’s children, to« 
gether with Djan-nessar-qhan ; Yqhlass-qhan, Deputy to the Gov- 
ernor of Berar ; Assed-aaly-qhan, the maimed, a relation to Aali- 
merdan-qhan, together with Dilir-qhan of Paniput, brother to 
Qhan-saadyc ; and Yqhtisas-qhan, nephew to Qhan-aalem ; as weth 
as Hadji-seif-ollah-qhan, and Zyaeddin-qhan, Divaii of the whole 
Decan, with Firoz-aaly-qhan, the Paymaster, one of the most 
renowned Seids of Barr. Several Gentoo Princes had likewise 
accompanied him of their own motion, such as, Radja Part^>eing 
the Bundlah, and Radja Mohcum-sing, one of the principal Lords 
of the Viceroys court. He was also attended by all the Crown- 
servants of Decan ; some of their own accord, and scmie much 
against their own will. His army as numerous as the billows of 
the sea, covered the whole plain. His cavalry aibn^ amongst* 
which were ten or twelve thousand Marhattas, amounted to {till 
thirty thousand horse. The infantry was* innumerabte,'^ as htuhi 
bers of Mansobdars, or Military officers, who hadsnever moved' 

(ill) It is a pity that this narrative, like so many others, dtoufd disappmW 
the reader's expectatioa. The author has ^d nothing atout the Viceroy's liatifig 
accompanied the girl> reateolion by ja handful of gold to the metbeTjr .. 
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noi^ bt<H& to the i^tlresMij^ semei' 

Ahmed^bttd, were garrisoned by himself^ and some bi^left^ to be" 
ga^soned by the Marhattas. ' 

All these arrangements being taken, and some days spent- 
in dispatching business about B8rhanp8r, he departed ; and pro- 
ceeding by continual marches, he crossed the river that flows by 
AcborpSr* On his arrival at Manddu, he was met by Yqhlass- 
khan, rile nobleman that had been sent by the Emperor to sooth 
HossSin^aaiy-qhan' s mind, and to prevail upon him to return to . 

Decan. This nobleman in a private audience recounted, How . 

'^ an accommodation had been two different times agreed to, and 
'Uwo different times broke ; how the seeds of discontent and 
dissension seemed to shoot up everywhere ; how the Grandees . 

'' of the Empire were flocking to the capital ; how both Nizam- 
^'ol-mulk and Mahmed-aamin-qhan continued sullen in their dis- 
content, and how the Emperor was more than ever addicted 
ta Yticad-qhan.’^ All these matters being represented in their 
proper colours, could not fail to render the Viceroy anxious about 
his brother's fate. He was advancing with ardour, and receiving 
on his way the homages and compliments of all the Governors and 
Cdnnnanders on his passage ; but he had the mortification to find 
himself slighted by Merhamet-qhan, an officer of character, , who 
commanded at Mand68, whither he had been sent from court for 
the purpose of bringing to order the refractory Zemindars of that 
country, a service which he had performed much to his honour. 

This officer having neglected to pay a visit to the Viceroy, could 
not fail of giving offence, and of becoming obnoxious, as he ex- 
perienced in the sequel. Whilst the army was on full march about 
Od}€in, news came that the Emperor, intimidated by the Viceroy's 
march towards flie capital, had paid a visit to the Vezir Abdollah- 
qhan, in which he had entered into a fresh treaty with him, and 
an > eiidhfaad been put to all dissensions. He had sworn to his 
promises upon the glorious word of God, had solemnly promised 
tobe htmceforward a friend to his family, and had ended his visit mo^tio^i^h 
by taking his own turbant from his head, and putting it upon that Vezir. 
Minist^s, as ai token of a brotherhood indissoluble. The Empetor, 
not CQtktmit with those protestations, had turned towards Ytkad- 
qhan and his other favourites, and had strongly recommended 
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to them to bury alt discontents ^in obliviohi to look upon tbiir diky 
as the last of the dissensions thftt had distracted his cmirt/ arid 
henceforward to live upon good terms with hiS Minister. Hifs 
recital having seemingly affected HossSin-aaly^qhan,' he said aloud 
in the middle of his court that, as the Emperor was sincerely 
** reconciled to them (the two brothers) he might rest assured 
** that they on their side would henceforward behave as dutiful 
** subjects, and I intend nothing more now ” added he, than to pay 
my respects to the Emperor, and then to return to Decan/^ The 
greatest part of the assembly being composed of Decaners, could 
not be but much pleased at these words, as every one of them 
expected soon to return to his own home. But the Viceroy'^s 
bosom-friends thought very differently ; especially since that Vice- 
roy being in private with them was heard to say ** That all that 
** visit of the Emperor^s was but a farce, and all those protestations 
of his but a tale to lull him asleep, (i 12) or at least to put a 
** stop to his march, and that there was not the least truth in the 
** monarch’s promise, whom he knew too well to repose any con- 
fidence in him ; and rest assured,” added he, ” that if the Eiii^ 
** peror finds an opportunity to get us within his clutches, he will' 
” not miss it on any account, nor will it be possible to save either 
” our honour or our lives ; but rest assured also that if he falls 
” within ours, we shall not use him better.” 

After having pronounced these words with much delibeiate- 
ness, he decamped and advanced into the territory of the Radja of 
Gohud, where some villages were plundered, and some havoc 
committed. But on the Gentoo Prince’s Vekil or Ambassador 
appearing with a perishcush or a sum of money, the country was 
spared, and suffered no further damage ; so strict were the orders 
given on that head. This was not the case with Radja Djehi-sing-^ 
sivaf’s dominions. The whole country was sacked and plundered, 
to punish its owner for his siding so warmly with the Emperor.- In 
vain did the Prince’s principal Agent humble himself before the 
Viceroy, to whom he presented a considerable sum Of money. The 
compliment was rejected ; and every thing in his countfy was 

(11s) Therb are in India menial servants, whose business is to lull msu asleep 
by repeating certain tales or stories which they have learned by heart. In Seraglioes 
this oIRce belongs to women, and these are held in much higher estimation then 
the^ men, being welcomed lir the best companies. 
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abandoned to the rapaciousness and fury of the soldiers^ Tffled 
fields mthoot number were ravaged, and young persons, of both 
sexes, carried; into captivity ; nor was any inquiry made about 
those disorders. In a little time the army arrived at about three 
or four days journey from the capital ; and the»roads became 
thronged with the retinues of people of the highest distinction, 
who flocked t6*pay their court to so poweful a Viceroy. Zaafer- 
qhan was of the number, as well Ratan-chund. All these 
together with a vast multitude of the wealthiest citizens behaved 
respectfully, and were received with regard ; but Zaafer-qhan, 
who had made a show of his numerous retinue, and on that 
account seemed somewhat assuming, had the mortification to see 
himself slighted, and even rendered ridiculous. This haughti- 
ness in the Viceroy as well as in his brother, the Vezir, was 
continually fed by numbers of tale-tellers, who desirous themselves 
of novelties on their own account, were poisoning their minds 
by reports true or false ; and who unawares of the fatal conse- 
quences that might ensue from such dissensions, were everyday 
contriving expedients to widen the breach which always subsisted 
between the two brothers and the Emperor. The principal of 
these was Ratan-chund, who impelled in general by his religious 
zeal s^gainst Mussulmen, and in particular by his enmity to the 
Emperor and to so many Grandees of the Empire, made such 
envenomed reports, and irritated the Viceroy’s mind to such a 
degree, that it became totally incurable. Incensed beyond 
measure, he had advanced close to the city, and encamped under 
Firoz*shah’s steeple. It was the first of Reby. On approaching 
his tent, the music played to him, which is never done but for the 
Emperors themselves ; and after having entered it with a retinue 
and a pomp truly Royal, he was heard to say : That as he did not 
think himself a subject, he did not care to pay so much deference 
to the etiquette* 

Even all this did not rouse the pusillanimous Emperor. Eternal- 
ly floating and undecided, he talked of the Imperial indignation, 
and of the chastisement which might be the consequence of it ; 
and a day after, he spoke only of forbearance and dissimulation, 
and even made advances towards a reconciliation and a renewal 
of promises and stipulations. So much feebleness discouraged 
even his most zealous servants. Radjah Djehi-sing, tired with 
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90 much uncertainty! once proposed to him to come resoSutefy 
out of the castle^ to put himself at the head of his household and 
troopSf and to fall suddenly upon those two rebellious brothers^ 
The ' moment/' said he, “ that your troops and friends, (and 
*Uhese, after all, cannot be reckoned at less than twice the num- 
Generous ad- '' ber of those that follow your enemies) the moment your friends 
sii^f-sivai^^re^ “ perceive that you are acting openly and with vigour, they 
jected. M y^iii flock to you from all parts, and will put it in your power to 

** punish your enemies. 1 am even inclined to believe, that at 
such a sight, numbers that seem to follow the standard of the 
two brothers, will quit it, to return to their lawful master, and 
will be assisting in crushing them to atoms. So that these, fall- 
“ ing at once from the height of their hopes, shall be obliged to 
" submit to your pleasure." 

This generous advice did not produce any effect. So that 
none of the Lords of the Court, who saw the Emperor's levity of 
temper and his infatuation for his unworthy favourites, thought 
it expedient to declare themselves, or to take the lead in an affair 
in which himself seemed quite passive. And what is singular, 
whilst Djehi-sing's advice lay unminded, no firm resolution was 
taken to come at least to some sincere accommodation. The sober 
advices of so many Grandees zealous for the honour of the Crown, 
were disregarded ; and the Emperor approving nothing but what 
was suggested by his own mind, or by his thoughtless favourites, 
spread the discouragement everywhere, and was ruining his own 
affairs. No wonder then if at last he saw what came to pass. 
For numbers of Grandees, equally wise and brave, on beholding 
such a deplorable state of things, were broiling on the fire of im- 
patience and indignation ; and they groaned at having their 
hands tied up, and at finding themselves condemned to inaction. 
Nay, some that had heretofore been put under the Veziris com- 
mand, now quitted his party of their own motion, on discovering 
to what lengths his ambition and arrogance might proceed ; and 
matters might have taken another turn, when the Vfzir, aware 
of his danger, and obliged to hasten a crisis, sent the following 
message to the Emperor : — “ Should your Majesty vouchsafe to 
artfufnl^ge ** Djehi-sing, that known enemy of our family, from your 

to thcEmper. court, and to send him back to his own country, and should you 
" condescend to add to that favour the two others of bestowing 
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on our fri<$nds the two offices of Grandmaster of the Artillery, 
and of Superintendent of the^two Halls of Audience,(i i j) with 
full leave to us to take our own precautions in the ImperiaL 
^^castloi we, the two brothers, your faithful servants, being hence-^ 
forward free from our apprehension, would attend your Majesty's 
person, as we did heretofore. " The Emperor, without 
betraying his real sentiments at such a message, answered 
calmly : “ That in fact, those two offices were in the Vezir's pos- 

session, or in that of his friends ; and that nothing had been 
^ withheld from them but the execution of the laborious part, 

** which, of course, devolved on Yticad-qhan, as Deputy to the 
** Vezir ; but that, at any rate, his Deputyship would cease of itself 
** on the New Year's Day. That as to Djehi-sing, that Prince 
“ had already received, so early as the 3rd of Reby, an order to 
repair forthwith to his own country, and had quitted the court 
“ accordingly." 

So moderate an answer served only to embolden the two 
brothers, the more so as it became glaring every day, that Feroh- 
syur had not a grain of courage in his constitution ; and although 
he detested the Seids, and wished their destruction, and he was 
eternally exhorted by the boldest of his servants to put himself 
at their head and to fall at once upon those rebels, nevertheless, 
such was his pusillanimity, that he did not dare to put himself upon 
his defence, and still less to sally forth and attack his enemies. 

Against his own conviction and inclination he sent the consent 

requested by the Vezir, and on the 5th of the and Rebi, that 

Minister repaired to the castle in the middle of a crowd of persons 

of distinction, devoted to his interest, amongst which Adjet-sing 

was the foremost. He dismissed the Emperor’s troops and officers 

from all their posts and offices, and placed his own in their stead ; 

so that of all that multitude of men of distinction, who attended 

daily on the Emperor’s person, there remained no one but Yticad- The Vesiriii 

khan, his favourite, Imtiaz-qhan, the Comptroller of the household, 

and Zaafei^^qhan, the introductor, with a few others of which the 

(ti3) There are two Halls oi Audience, the public and private; the latter is in 
the. GhSsl-qhana, or bathing place, that is, the private apartments. The Grand- 
mastership of the artillery is an important office, sometimes, but not always, design- 
ed by the expression of Mir-ateshi, or Lord of Fire. He has the right to post guards 
all round in the citadel of Dehli, in which is seated the Imperial Palace.. 



Vezir used to make no account at all, together with a few menial 
servants and eunuchs. A few hours after, the Viceroy surround- 
ed by a pomp truly Imperial, put himself at the head of his troops, 
marched through the city in battle array, and having taken pos- 
session of the gates and ramparts about which his troops spread 
so as to Hll several streets, he continued his march to the castle,' 
where having alighted he paid a very short visit to the Emperor. 
It was remarked that very few words were exchanged between 
them ; and although the Emperor presented him with a quantity 
of elephants, horses and jewels, he vouchsafed his acceptance 
only for a few, excused himself as to the rest, and, on his depar- 
ture, made so careless a bow that it gave general offence. Evert 
such a scene did not rouse Feroh-syur. He continued motion- 
less, and passively saw himself divested of his dignity and patri- 
mony in the middle of his palace. Two days after, the Vezir 
returned to the castle, dismissed the few persons that remained 
attached to the Emperor, placed his own creatures everywhere, 
and giving the charge of the gates to a trusty friend of his,»he 
sent for the keys of the private stairs, the dormitory, and of all 
the Courts of Justice. As soon as the Viceroy was informed 
that all was quiet within the citadel, he set out in as much state 
and pomp as before, and taking his march along several streets 
which had been filling these two whole days with his troops, 
he repaired to his own palace, called Shahistah-qhan’s Bara- 
dery,(ii4) which was close to the citadel. What is singular, 
he had with him the pretended son of Prince Ecber, but mount- 
ed upon an elephant in such a manner that his face could not 
be distinguished. The next morning the Vezir went to the castle, 
and after having again requested the offices he had once mention- 
ed, he w’ent on enumerating the many grievances which he, as 
well as his brother, had been suffering these many years. And 
history has conserved his very words. It was in these terms 
** In return for the important services we have rendered you in 
'' your times of impotence and distress ; in return fpr die blood 
we have shed in your service, as we had already done in that 
of your father and grandfather, such faithful servants as we 

(114) This palace took its name from a pavillion, oommoa ia India, being 
buUt upon twelve columns, or being open by twelve porticoes, as the words import, 
for the purpose of receiving afresh gale from wheresoever it might blow. 
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*^bave i^et w|^ , nothing but mistrusti suspicions^ an4 a vapety 
schemes against our Hires and honour. Fpr proof of which 
assertion we want no more thhn this letter whiclf you wrote to 
** that savage of DaSd^qhan-penjf to exhort him to arm himself for 
the destruction of so meritorious and so innocent a servant as my 
brother. Nor do we need any other vouchers than these repeat- 
^^ed and pressing orders which you were continually sending to 
‘‘ all the great men of Decan, for the purpose of exciting them 
** to our ruin and destruction. Now, there remains but one expe- 
dient capable of quieting the minds of us, your faithful set- 
yants ; and that is to put us in possession of the two offices 
which we have already requested, instead of leaving them still 
** in the hands of strangers, Who make it a point to mislead your 
'' mind. For unless we obtain those two favours, it will be un- 
safe for us to come as subjects to the castle ; and as servants, 
impossible to serve our master with any peace of mind.'^ 

To this speech the Emperor, as uncautious and as thought- 
less as ever, answered only by promising that shortly he would 
comply with all their requests, although he saw full enough that 
matters had come to such a crisis, that he had no other party left 
but that of acknowledging the Seids for his masters. The con- 
versation, meanwhile, being protracted to an unexpected length, 
degenerated into an altercation, in which high words and harsh 
expressions were exchanged. The Emperor, unable to contain 
himself, called both the Vezir and Yticad-qhan names, and made 
use of unbecoming language ; and the latter foolishly endeavouring 
to pacify them, the Vezir stopped him short, by giving him the 
most opprobrious abuse, and commanding his being taken put of 
•the castle immediately. Yticad-qhan, thunderstruck by so un- 
expected a command, lost all presence of mind, and hardly able to 
distinguish his feet from his head, he thought it high time to save 
his life. He retreated, and meeting his Mushreif or head-accomp- 
tant’s paleky, he got into it, and fled as fast as his chairmen could 
fly. That^very moment every part of the city was in an uproar; 
and this uproar which was occasioned by multitudes of people 
running to and fro through every street and every lane, gave the 
Emperor an insight into his real situation. He submitted to his 
fate, and retired into the sanctuary orivomen’s apartment, where 
he took up his abode/ unmindful all the while of the sentence of 
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thewordof God: Death shall find ye out, be ye shut u^^eivin. 
iron towers— a. dreadful sentence which then did not ooiur to 
his mind. ' ' . 

Amidst all this uproar and this sudden reverse of fortune, all 
The Emperor enlightening Sol, putting dust upon* his head, had descended like 
Foroh-syur’s star below the horizon, and frightful night in her sable 
veil sliding gradually down from the battlements of heaven, had 
covered every thing with darkness and horror. Shut were the 
gates of the citadel, those once doors of security and peace of 
mind ; shut were they, and barred for ever I The Vezir widi 
Adjet>sing slept that night within the castle, whilst the Emperor*^s 
zealous servants were obliged to take their abodes without. 

** Every one, confounded, remained motionless, anxious to se^ 

** What further scenes would bring^ forth the pregnant womb of time*'* 

In that night of screams and confusioni which tike that dark- 
ness which is to precede the Day of Judgment, covered with its 
sable veil the whole extent of the city, nothing was heard but 
confused noises ; nor did any one know what might actually be 
. doing within the castle. For the Vezir's troops having taken pos- 
session of every great street and market, as well as of every gate 
of the city, passed the whole night under arms, whilst the Mar- 
hatta officers with their whole cavalry remained on horseback, in 
expectation of being instantly called to action. But the moment 
the day commenced dawning, every one of the citizens rose in a 
state of incertitude, and with a mind that floated betwixt hope 
and fear ; and whilst Sol was shedding bis first rays on the golden 
standard of ‘the Vezir*s fortune, a report ran that be had been 
killed ; and nothing was heard in the streets and markets but 
Commotions screams. Just in that moment of suspense, some con- 

Sty siderable Lords, incensed at the reverse of fortune of which they 

heard only from common report, thought it incumbent upon them- 
selves to run to the Emperor’s assistance, and, as they thought, to 
support his defenders. These were Saadet-qhan, bis father-in-law ; 
Ghazi-eddin-qhan, the goat’s beard ; and the brave Aghyr-qhan, 
the Turk. These three mounted, and advanced towards the* castle, 
with what troops they could collect. But Nizam-el-mulk and 
QhanddSran thought it would be prudent to stay at home. On the 
other hand, Mahmed-aamin-qhan mounted likewise, but it was to 
go to the Vezir’s assistance. But as a body called the Cammul^ 
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pbAes or bIanket-wearerS|(ii 5 ) were going to join Qhand58rah| 
their Commander, Uiey fell in with a body of troops^ of Marhatta 
hordes, who forbade their passing farther ; and this threat having 
been received by the others with a shower of arrows, whilst 
Mahmed*aamin-qhap’s standards were making their appearance 
on the opposite side, the Marhattas who took them all for so many 
enemies, and did not relish their finding themselves cooped within 
a city’s walls, where they could not fight but in streets and lanes, 
took fright, and putting spur to their horses, they fled on all sides, 
without further inquiry, to the unspeakable satisfaction of those 
idlers and sharpers who thronged the streets, and especially to 
the great joy of the Moghuls and other disbanded soldiers of the 
Emperor’s, who already incensed at the haughtiness of those 
infidels, rushed amongst them pell-mell, and commenced killing 
and stripping the runaways. The Marhattas confounded to find 
nothing but foes in every street and at every door, dispersed, and 
fled farther, as far as the camp, but not without leaving fifteen 
hundred of theirs upon the spot, who as well as the whole corps 
of one Sinta, and of two or three officers more, were hacked to 
pieces. They had also numbers of wounded. The horses of all 
these slain were laid hold of by the victors and by the mob, who 
on breaking some saddles by accident, were surprised to find the 
stuffing full of pieces of gold. 

It was at this very time that Mahmed-aamin-qhan arrived 
with his troops in the Viceroy’s camp, where he was received 
with the highest applause for his readiness. Whilst all this was 
passing in the streets, Sadat-qhan, with his five sons, was arriving 
near the castle at the head of a body of troops, as did Ghazi-ed- 
din-qhan with another; and the opposite streets were filling 
by those brought by the favourite Yticad-qhan, and the late 
Grandmaster of artillery, S€yd-qhan, These were followed by 
three thousand Hindoos in the Emperor’s pay, under the command 
of Manhar, an officer of trust. All these were taking possession 
of posts in apd about Saad-ollah-qhan’s market, and preparing for 
an attack. These movements, being rumoured in the Viceroy’s 

(115) The word Cammui, which signifies a coarse woollen blanket, imports 
also a cuirass ; and there are, in India, cuirasses of quilted cotton as well as wool, 
that udll stand the stroke of a sabre. There are some ones stuffed with the refuse 
cff raw silk, and these resist not only the sabre and lance, but also the bullet 
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campi as well as the Vezir’s pretended deaths and the Marhattas 
confirming the account by their disorderly flight and their wounds, 
the whole of the Viceroy’s army was in an uproar ; and« one 
Several skir- i^^iour more, and it dispersed. Luckily for him that certain 
^ intelligence arrived at this critical moment of the Vezir’s being 
tween the two alive and safe. This having revived the Viceroy’s spirit, he dis- 
**^‘**’ patched a choice body of his best troops to drive those that had 
assembled in Saad-oIIah-qhan’s market. These troops pushing 
forwards with ardour, fell upon the enemy, and Commenced a 
sharp engagement. In the midst of a hot fire, Ghazy-eddin-qhan’s 
elephant being wounded in the trunk by a rocket, turned about, 
and ran away with his master, who was immediately followed by 
his whole corps. Sadat-qhan was wounded at the same time 
together with his five sons, and he quitted the field ; and Yticad- 
qhan, after having given himself some motions, without any 
inclination to come to blows, retired to his house, and entrenched 
his quarter. His person was but of small moment ; but here by 
his trepidation and flight it became a signal for falling upon 
several shops and streets about Saad»ollah qhan’s market, which 
were all plundered and sacked. And as if no effort made in favour 
of Feroh-syur w'as to meet with success, the brave Aghyr-qhan, 
who now appeared from the suburbs at the head of a body of 
Moghuls and other foreigners, found the Lahor-gate shot up, and 
Che walls lined with troops. Mortified at such a disappointment, 
he was obliged to return. Some firing and some fighting was 
still kept up in the streets and lanes, when proclamation was 
made by a number of public criers that Feroh-syur was confined,* 
and that the Prince Refi-ed-derdjat had ascended the throne. The 
Imperial music striking up at the same time, and quarter being 
The Prince proclaimed everywhere, with injunctions to every one to retire 
to his home, the vanquished recovered from their despair, the 
Imperor. citizens retired to their homes, and the tumult seemed to subside. 

We have left Feroh-syur within the apartment of the ladies ; 
and the Vezir with the Gentoo Prince was waiting in, expectation 
of his coming out to hear what further they had to say, and of his 
furnishing them with an opportunity to seize his person, as the 
tumults, that had apparently subsided, had commenced afresh, 
and pillage and slaughter were going on. But Feroh-syur did 
not come out ; and the Viceroy sensible of the consequence of a 
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moMienit’s deteyi wad sendiligr mi^ssage after message, represent- 
iitg to his brother, " That the tumults were increasing ; that the 
^ throngs of armed men were becoming more numerous ; that a 
** general revolt was going to take place, and would not fail to 
^ raise a great blaze ; and that, therefore, the business was to be 
put ait end to some way or other, as a moment of delay might 
« prove irrecoverable.'' Whilst the last message was delivering, 
a body of Afghan soldiers mixed with some of the Vezir's slaves, 
had found means, from the top of the house of Nedjm-eddin-aaly- 
qhan, younger brother to the Vezir, to descend within the yard 
of the Imperial women's apartment, which was close to it, and 
which proved guarded by a number of Habeshinian, Georgian, 
and Calmuc women. (i i6) These being driven away, the soldiers 
penetrated within the gate, and fell arummaging every apart- 
ment in search of Feroh-syur. At last some women, too delicate 
to bear the tortures to which they were exposed, pointed to the 
place of his confinement, and the soldiers ran to him. At this 
sight the Emperor's mother, with his consort and daughter, unable 
to endure such a spectacle, ran to his assistance with a number 
of Princesses, and ladies of the first rank, who having enclosed 
him within a circle which they formed round his person, fell to 
prayers and entreaties. But of what avail could be those tears 
with a troop of soldiers ? And in such a moment whose pity could 
they move ? At last, after a deal of struggle, he was disengaged 
from those women, dragged upon the ground, and confined in a 
dark small room on the top of the Tinp681iah,(ii7)^ and all this 
with such outrages and such indignities as had never been offer- 
ed to the Imperial person. 

(116) This guard amounted to some hundreds of women, mostly armed with 

the sabre and the taiget, but several were so likewise with the spear or the musquet. 
As to. the Geor^an women, whose charms make so much noise all over Turkey 
and, Persia, th^ are deemed in India too stout and too fleshy for beauties, small 
delicate women, with ab^inning plumpness, being the peculiar taste of the Indians, 
This guard was composed partly of Calmuck or Tartar women, and of Gordjenies, 
and partly of N^oe and Habeshinian women, who promiscuously bear in India the 
appellation of Habeshies. Seradj-ed-dd8Ia had in Bengal such a female guard fn 
hb Seraglip. y 

(117) This is a lofty building raised either in the middle of a market, or on the 
gafe of a fortress or a palace. It is called TinpoSliah, because always raised 
u^on five bodies of masonry, making three porticoes ; but the vulgar pronounc es 
TinpdSliah. That building looks exactly like a triumphal arch. 
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His reign, without reckoning the time elapsed from 
sedin-djehan^er-shah’s exaltation, lasted six years and four 
months. All the foregoing events have been collected from 
memoirs or memorandums written at that very time by persons 
of credit and' distinction, who wrote either as witnesses or as 
transactors ; and some of these being men of letters, and inge-^ 
nious, have found in this sentence of the Holy Writ, Take warning 
ye that have eyes^ the chronogram of this event. 

The Vezir having disposed of Feroh-syur in this manner 
thought that, as the whole city was yet in an uproar, it was incum- 
bent upon him to proclaim another Emperor; and he got him 
proclaimed, accordingly, under the names and titles of Shems- 
eddin-ab8-al-berecat-reli-ad-derdjat,(i 18) younger son to Refi-al- 
cadr, nephew to Bahadyr-shah, from a daughter of Prince Ecber, 
younger son of Aoreng-zib. It was on a Wednesday, about nine 
o'clock in the morning of the second Reby, in the year 1132 of 
the Hedjrah. The young Prince was then twenty years old ; and 
as the screams all over the city did not allow any time sufficient 
to send him to the bath, or even to make him shift his clothes, he 
was drawn in all haste from the place of his confinement, ahd in 
all haste placed upon the throne, with only a chaplet of large 
pearl which the Vezir had just time to throw over his apparel, such 
as it was. The Imperial music having struck up immediately 
to announce this event to the people, the screams and uproars 
ceased at once, and in a little time more the tumults subsided 
everywhere. 

The Vezir, after so critical and so perilous a day, thought 
proper to pass that night in the citadel, surrounded by a numerous 
body of his bravest and trustiest friends, having previously placed 
at the only gate left open, a guard on which he could depend. Not 
satisfied with all those precautions, when it became necessary to 
form a household to the young Emperor, he appointed the whole 
of it from his household and dependants, down to the eunuchs, 
chamberlains, menial servants, cooks, and water-carriers. As 
a further precaution, he placed his own guards evei^where, 
and filled.all the avenues of the palace, and even of the private 

(118) These words signify Refi-ed-derdjat, the son of religfioci and the father 
of blessings, and likewise the bringer of cheapness. Refi-ed-derdjat signifies of a 
sublime degree or dignity. 
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^partihentSi with his own dependants. The next day the new 

Emperor having according to the custom given a public general 

audience, Adjet-sing and Ratun-chund supplicated that the Hin- ' 

doos all over the Empire might be released from the opprobrium' 

of the capitation.(ii9) This favour was granted, and orders were 

at the same time dispatched everywhere for confirming all 

Governors, Commanders, Viceroys, and Crown-officers, in their 

respective commands. In the meantime, the famous Yticad-qhan 

was confined with a deal of contumely, his Djaghir resumed, and 

his palace, where he had amassed an immense treasure in gold 

* . 1 . The Psldce 

and Sliver, costly jewels, and exquisite stuiis, was taken possession of Yticad- 

of. But what is singular, on rummaging for treasure, there was 
discovered another secret hoard of his, which consisted only of 
gems and jewels of an amazing value, all presents from Feroh- 
syur, but which now served only to enhance his disgrace, and the 
many affronts put upon him. The whole was seized for the Vezir's 
use, without his taking the least notice of the outrages and con- 
tumelies, that had been offered to their late owner. At the same 
time were resumed all the Djaghirs and lands which Feroh-syur 
had bestowed on his sycophants, and none was spared but that 
which was enjoyed by the Rani, late consort of that dethroned 
Prince ; and this was rather out of regard to Adjet-sing, her 
father. The Mansobdars, and officers of the bodyguards, called 
Vala-shahies, who enjoyed lands and Djaghirs, until they might 
be paid in ready money, were stripped in the same manner ; and 
as to the common troopers they were given to understand that, if 
they wanted service, they must repair to the Viceroy's camp, 
where they would be enlisted at the rate of fifty rupees per month, Greatchanges 
ready money one with another. Mahmed-aamin-qhan, already 
second Paymaster, was confirmed in his office, and Zaafer-qhan 
was substituted to Seif-ollah-qhan, third Paymaster. Nizam-el- 
mulk was appointed to the Viceroyalty of Malva, although he 

(ir9) The Capitation which rises in France from twenty Sols to two thousand 
Livres, this being what the Dauphin himself is taxed at^ and which the clergy itself 
pays under the name of catnenHati^the Capitation, which cuts so great a figure in' 

Russia, and rises in Turkey from three half-crowns to eleven, is but a small object 
in India, where it is called Djeziat, and has never been of more than three half- 
crowns per head. * Itis now fallen in disuse all over India^ where Hindoos or Gentoos 
continue still to be distinguished only by their Djama or coat folding uipoh the 
breast from right to left, whereas that of the Mussulmen folds from left to right. ; " 
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was so far from liking the complexion of the times, that he bad 
repeatedly refused that office. Ser-b81end-qhan, who had been 
appointed Governor of CabSl sometime before the Revolution, 
and on that account had stopped at fifteen cosses from the capital 
to see what . would be the fate of the Empire, was sent for, and 
he received anew the patent and investiture of that Govern- 
ment ; after which ceremony he was dismissed with honour and 
distinction. The rich Fodjdary of MSradabad was given to S^if- 
eddin-qhan, one of the Vezir’s younger brothers. One Mahmed- 
reza, a new man, was appointed Supreme Judge and Casuist of 
the Court, and Emir-qhan-aalemghiry, who had enjoyed the Gov- 
ernment of Ecber-abad, was made Sadr-el-s8d8r.(i2o) Dianet- 
qhan was made Divan or Superintendent of the Revenue office, 
as was Radja Baqht-mul, of the Military Chest ; but all these, 
together with every one of the officers of Finance and Administra- 
tion, were held to be no more than so many Lieutenants of 
Ratan-chund’s. Himmet-qhan, one of the Vezir’s bosom-friends> 
was made Comptroller of the Privy Purse, and, moreover, tutor 
to the young Prince ; and over and above all that, several lucra- 
tive offices w'ere bestowed upon him. As to the offices and Gov- 
ernments, that proved at a distance from the capital, no change at 
all was attempted in them, for fear of losing all command over those 
distant parts. Only the Government of Mando8 was taken from 
Merhamet-qhan, that officer of merit, who had slighted the Viceroy, 
when he passed by his district, and it was given to Qhadjem-c81i- 
qhan, a TSranian or Tartar. But Radja Adjet-sing,(i2i) who to 
get rid of the eternal curses and hootings of the populace want- 
ed to be gone to his Government of GSdjrat, could not obtain 
leave, and was requested to remain in the city. 

As to the dethroned Emperor, his exit being related in two 
different manners by two different men of distinction and credit, 
then upon the scene of action, we shall insert them both, resting 
the truth or the falsehood of either narrative on the respective 

(120) The office of Sadr of Sedres answers to that of Grand-almoner In France, 
and more properly to that of the King’s Confeiaer, inasmnch aa ha haa the dlspoial 
of the ecclesiastical benefices and lands. The Sadr^l-sSdSr, in India, is the Super- 
intendent of the charity-lands, that is, lands set apart for decayed families ; and 
these lands cannot amount to less than several coTors a year all over the Empire. 

(121) He was father to the Ran! or Gentoo Princess,' consort of Feroh-^irnr, 
and the more odious on account of the part he had taken against his sondmlaw. ^ 
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merits of either author. For it has been reported to me by men 
of honour and veracity^ that the two brothers had never entertain- 
ed thoughts of attempting Feroh-syur’s life, (122) or had ever 
intended to offer him any ill usage, their only view being to make 
sure of his person, and for that purpose they had put him under 
th% care of a i^sty Afghan officer, who was to have him under 
his care night and day. Nevertheless it happened, that Feroh- 
syur availed himself so well of a moment of absence, that he stole 
away unperceived in the dusk of the evening, and going from 
terrace to terrace, he wanted to jump down, being already at a 
distance from the place of his confinement, when the Afghan 
returned. On not finding his prisoner, and knowing that his life 
was at stake, he looked narrowly everywhere, and spying at a dis- 
tance some one that was lurking under the shadow of a wall, he 
ran thither, and finding it was his prisoner, he threw himself upon 
him, and brought him back. That vile fellow had no sooner seen 
him in the place of confinement again, than making him sit on 
the floor, he, with that hardness of heart and that brutality which 
seem to make the basis of the character of an Afghan, fell a beat- 
ing and a cuffing him unmercifully. Feroh-syur, unable to bear 
such vile usage, ran to the wall with all his might, and dashed 
his head with so much violence against it, that his skull was broke 
to pieces, and that very moment he departed to the mansions 
of eternity. 

But Hashem-aaly-qhan-qhasi,(i23) the historian, son to 
Qhadja-mir, the historian, refers Feroh-syur's death to an express 
order from the two brothers, betraying at the same time through- 
out his history the utmost detestation and enmity against them as 
well as against their family. As, on the other hand, it is possi- 
ble that the poor man, should incur the imputation of some 
partiality for them, I have thought it best to refer his very text, 

(isa) This is what says a SSid for another Seid, and a Shyah for another 
Shyah. But we have just seen a few pages above, that Hossein-aaly-qhan, the 
younger brother, had said the very reverse of that assertion, and we have seen that 
he had acted constantly up to that notion of his; nor had they ordered Feroh-syur 
to be dragged and beaten so outrageously, and then confined so unworthily, had 
they intended no more than to secure his person. 

(123) That nobleman, who enjoyed the highest ofiices in Aoreng-zib’s court, 
and lived^wlth that Emperor on the footing of a friend, took the title of Qhasi^ or 
Umtd and circumspect, or concealed, to design the style of his history. 
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without taking any liberties with iit, save that of correcting sotttd 
false constructions which had crept in it, either through the writei^s 
inaccuracy or the copyist's ignorknce. Let, then, the credibility 
of the following narrative rest entirely with the author. It is as 
follows : — , >4 

‘‘ Two months had already elapsed since mkt unfortunate 
** Prince had been confined in that narrow dark place, where he 
'' experienced a variety of hardships, when a red-hot needle was 
passed over his eyes, a cruel operation, which, however, did not 
** deprive him entirely of the light of the day. Tired of such re- 
peated scenes of barbarity, that ill-fated Prince, in the simpli- 
** city of heart, natural to a man in distress, and in that love of 
command, so capable of putting a man off his g^rd, and of set- 
** ting at nought every other principle, betook himself to several- 
expedients for putting an end to his sufferings. At one time he 
would send to his enemies excuses for his former conduct, promis- 
** ing to let them dispose of the Empire, if they would but place 
him on the throne as before. At another, that unfortunate man 
buried alive, would turn towards the Afghan, Abdollah-khan, 
** (for such was his keeper’s name) and would tempt hint with an 
immense sum of money, if he could but carry him as far as the 
dominions of Radja Djehi-sing-sivai. All this did not fail ta 
** be exactly reported to the two brothers, who being endlessly 
instigated by their adulators, as well as prompted by their own 
fears, thought it high time to put an end to so dangerous a life. 
“ To effect their purpose, they got poison to be mixed at two dif- 
“ ferent times in his victuals, and this had no effect, or very little ; 
** but the third time, the dose operated, and as they went to see 
how the unfortunate man’s soul was wrung out of his body, he 
** lost all patience, and after having reproached them' in severe 
terms for their atrocious ingratitude, and that faithlessness of 
'' theirs that had so often taken the sacred word of God.to witness, 
and had so often pledged the Holy Writ for their fidelity, he 
apostropised that sacred volume itself, and wondered how it had 
not worked a miracle instantly, for the punishment of so much 
“ perfidy. He even vented reproaches against the Majesty of 
Divine justice, which had supinely suffered, as he said, sucH 
** faithless men to be still alive ; and as he continued to exhale 
** his feelings in that reproachful strain, the Vezir, impatieift, 
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<f<orderedti leatitem thong to be strained round his neck, 60 as to 
** put , an end to his talking. But the unfortunate I^rihce having 
“ laid hold of it vdth both haniSs, so as to keep it asunder from 
his neck, and having struggled hard with both hands and feet, 
“ the two baibarians tired with so much resistance, ^ordered his 
handd to be parted by dint of blows ; and the Prince having 
** suffered for a length of time all the agonies of a lingering death, 
at last departed this fragile world. 

** Beware of stretching so easily thine hands towards that table spread by time, 

** For every morsel upon it is tainted with deadly poison. 

** It is tnib that a report ran then, and it runs so to this very 
day, tl^Lt the dying Prince proving too tardy, the two brothers 
finished him with plunging their Qhandjars(i24) in his bowels,' 
but nevertheless this report is contradicted by the very man who 
superintended the execution, and who never could relate that 
mournful event, without shedding abundance of tears, and with- 
** out bitterly lamenting the necessities of his situation. He has 
been heard positively to say, that there had been no stabbing at 
all. Be it as it may, the body remained for six-and-thirty hours 
unattended to and unburied ; and it was only after such an 
interval of time, that it was thought of. Then only it was purified, 
according to the rites of religion, put upon a bier, and carried 
to the Emperor HSmaiSn’s sepulchre. On its being brought out, 
two or three thousand needy men and women, who used to find 
** a resource in his liberality, tore their clothes, covered their heads 
and faces with dust, and having surrounded the bier, they ac- 
companied it the whole way, shedding abundance o? tears, and 
^'pouring forth all kinds of curses and execrations upon his 
“ enemies, whom they loaded with opprobrious language. Two 
'' persons of distinction, fo wit, Dilaver-aaly-khan, and Seyd-aaly- 
•• khan, both Paymasters to the brothers, had been sent to attend 
thet body as chief mourners ; and they were followed by a mul- 
titude of the principal citizens, all melted in tears. But no sooner 
** had the procession quitted the suburbs, than the chief mourners 
** were hooted several times, and several times assaulted with 
^‘atones, brick-bats, and clods of earth. Nor would any one out 

(1S4) The Qhandjar Is a poignard with a bent blade,' peculiar to the Turks, 
who carry it upright and on the right side; but it is occasionally worne by both 
Persians and Indians, the latter on the left side and Inclined. 
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** of that multitude of needy people stoop to accept of the money 
*'they had brought for distribution, or partake of that quantity of 
^'victuals which they had prepared in conformity to the custom. 
But on the third day after, a vast number of poor people and 
beggars having assembled in an orderly manner at the place 
where Feroh-s3mr’s body had been washed and perfumed, made 
*'a collection amongst themselves, and prepared with it a large 
quantity of victuals which they distributed to others. They sent 
** likewise for several readers of the Coran, passed the whole night 
'' with them in prayers and lamentations, and departed in an 
''orderly manner.” ^ 

" Wonderful God ! how thy Divine justice did mani^st itself 
" in the several events of this Revolution I His enemies had so 
" many reasons for being expeditious with him, and so many 
" motives of hatred besides, that one would think it was incumbent 
" upon them to make him pass rapidly and at once from this little 
" fragile habitation into the other world. But no. Feroh-syur, in 
"his days of power, had strangled his brothers, yet in their tender 
" years, murdered numbers of innocent persons, and blinded some 
" others ; and he must, therefore, savour the flavour of all these 
" cruelties, before he is permitted tomake his exit. He must from 
" the hands of others experience all those agonies which others 
" had suffered at his hands. Nor did the two brothers escape the 
" day of retribution, or go themselves unpunished. In a little time 
“ they met with that same usage which they had offered to others.' ' 
Thus far Hashem-aaly-qhan-qhasi. 

To return to our own narrative. The twb brothers after hav-> 
ing disposed of Feroh-syur, took possession of the Imperial stores 
and treasure. Elephants, horses, rich furniture, ready money, 
exquisite jewels, in a word, whatever they shewed a mind tp, 
were carried away and mixed with their own storesi in what manner 
they thought proper, sharing the whole amongst themselves., It 
is even reported that Abdollah-qhan, who was exceedingly 
addicted to the sex, carried away some women of incomparable 
beauty from the Imperial Seraglio. But this God only knows. 

Soon after this fatal event, it was remarked that all cordiality 
had ceased 'between the two brothers, and although that coolness 
did not appear in public, it was soon perceived by those friends 
of theirs who knew their respective tempers ; and several matters 
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tending that way were successively, but silentlyi taken notice of 
'hiy ' the by-stenders. There was likewise some unequality in 
' merit between the two brothess; and, indeed, it Was universally 
acknowledged that Hossgin-aaly-khan, the younger brother, was 
far superior to his elder in discernment, bravery, and many other 
Valuable qualifications which a bountiful Heaven had implanted in 
his constitution. In power he seemed superior to all the Princes of 
his time, nay, to several that bore a character in history for having 
bestowed kingdoms and crowns, and conquered Empires. Un- 
fortunately neither his power nor his life lasted any length of time. 
If they had, it is highly probable, that the times which we have the 
mortification to behold, would not prove so humiliating and so 
deplorable, as they are ; nor had the honour of Hindostan been 
thrown to the winds ; nor had the Indian nobility and gentry been 
reduced' to that deplorable condition to which we see it reduced. 
But as the morals of the whole nation required the iron hand of 
correction, it is not surprising that the person and power of that 
hero should have been only shewn to the world. Let us, therefore, 
submit to our fate. For God ordains what He pleases, and acts 
as He pleases. 

Unfortunately for the two brothers, and for the dispositions 
they had made, the young Emperor, Refi-ed-derdjat, laboured 
under a consumption, and was subject to a spitting of blood, which 
soon put an end to his reign ; in so much that three months and 
some days after he had submitted to the odium of ascending the 
throne, he departed his life on a Saturday, being the twenty-first 
of Redjeb. His younger brother, Refi-ed-d681a, was brought forth 
and seated in his stead ; whilst the two Seids continued to dispose 
of every thing in the Empire, and with as great a sway as ever. As 
these two sickly young Princes may be said to have just made their 
appearance upon the theatre of the world with the bare title of 
Emperors, in order to be immediately withdrawn, and they may 
be compared to two travellers who just made a short pause on 
the throne, in order to continue their journey towards the regions 
of eternity," we hardly knew any thing of them. And the rise of 
Nico-syur, son* to Prince Ecber, and grandson to Aoreng-zib, a 
young Prince, then confined at Ecber-abad, having taken place 
in Refi-ed-d581ah’s life-time, we 'have thought it expedient to 
bring into one point of view whatever we have been able to 
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collect about those three persons of the Timurian familyi in order 
to connect it with the body of our history, and to give to the 
whole an orderly appearance* For the reader may rest assured, 
that what little the younger Princes afford to this history, has 
been carefully ascertained, although their lives have been so 
obscure and so little an object of talk, that their very names are 
hardly, known to this day. In short, it amounts only to this 
little. 

A short time after Refi-ed-do81ah had been brought from 
his prison to a throne, another young Prince of the Imperial 
family, but who was confined in the citadel of Ecber-abad, the 
second capital of the Empire, was proclaimed by the Governor 
and officers of the place, as well as by the militia of the villages 
dependent on that fortress, and the Mansobdars aQ|l.,cavalry 
dependent on the Governor of the province, all which soon 
formed a court about his person. His name was Nico-syur(i 25 ), 
a younger son of Prince Ecber's. They were assisted by the 
inhabitants of the city of Ecber-abad, who seeing the convulsions 
that desolated the Imperial family, willingly embraced his party. 
Such an event being likely to prove of a dangerous consequence, 
the two brothers resolved to stifle it in its very beginning. They 
quitted the capital, and taking with them both the young Prince 
Refi-ed-dd81ah, and the principal persons of the city and court, 
they marched to Ecber-abad, and laid siege to its castle. And 
although Nico-syur did not betray any want of valour or capacity 
in defending the place, nevertheless, the gates were soon laid 
open, and he was seized and confined. The garrison was chang-^ 
ed, and a proper punishment inflicted on the officers of the castle, 
and the commanders of the militia, who had planned the whole 
revolution. But this little success did not much tranquillize the 
minds of the two brothers. A flux and a consumption were prey- 
ing on the young Emperor, Refi-ed-do8Iah, and although the 
Vezir spared no pains in bringing together the ablest physicians 
of the Empire, his care and anxiety proved of no av|iiil ; and the 
Prince, after a nominal reign still shorter than that of his pre- 
decessors, gave evident signs of his drawing to his end, and of 
his being on the point of quitting the borrowed: hospice of thjs 

- ■ ■ ■ * — ■-■■■■ ■ ■ ■ .1 - — I 

(125) Nico-syur, a name oi the 9ame import as Peroh^syur, of s virtu- 
ous disposition. ' 
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world. In a short timfe Iu$ life was \deap^ of; and 
brothers^ who heeded a p^eanj upon the throne, swt two persons 
of note to fetch another Prince from the castle of Selimgtir» 
which is a part of the citadel of Shah-djehan-abad. These were 
Nedjm-eddin«qfaan, their younger brother, and Ghofam-aaly-qhan ; 
although others say that the first, as Governor of the province of 
Delhi, was alone entrusted with that commission, and that the 
other only did, accompany that nobleman. The orders were to 
bring forth Roshen-aqhter,(i26) son to Qhodjestah-aqhter, aliiis 
Djehan.-shah, who. was son to Bahadyr-shah. This young Prince 
was then in his eighteenth year, and so early as Mu^zzeddin’s 
accession to the throne under the name of Djehander-shah, he 
had always lived in obscurity and confinement, in an apartment 
of Selinl|;ur-castle(i27). He was a youth of a charming aspect, 
a beard just budding, and a beautiful face in which shone so 
much acuteness of mind both in his air and forehead, as seemed 
to prognosticate all his future elevation. He was not yet arrived 
at Ecber-abad, nay, he was yet in the environs of the capital, 
when news arrived that Refi-ed-d68!ah was departing this fugitive 
world, and had already put off the garment of consciousness. 

His death was kept a secret for a whole week, others say, for ten 
days, until his successor could be at hand. On his arrival, the 
cof&n of the deceased Prince was carried to the mausoleum of 
Qhadja-C8t8b-ed-din, and buried there in the same manner as had 
been tiis brother. This death left the throne open for Roshen- 
aqhter. 

This young Prince conducted by his rising fortune arrived 
at Fatebp8r,(i28) and on the fifteenth of the same month, in the Roshen- 
year 1131 of the' Messenger’s retreat, at about four astronomical 
hours of the morning, he availed himself of a victorious hour and throne under 
pf the luckiest moment, to step forth on the theatre of the world, M^med-shah 
and to grace the throne with all the attractions of his beauteous 
person. It wm then that the steps of that sublime place were 
dignified by the mention of his name, and then that the silver 
— "s ^ — 

■ j^osben-^hter signifies of a shining star, of a bright destiny. 

<^,27) SelimgUF is "a real castle and fortification at one corner of, and nothin, 
of Delhi. 

The. HQtkdt to the name of that tqwn, which imports, as much as 
Sucofss^hmn would in English. 
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and gold Coin distributed on the occasioni received an accession of 
value from thd honour of his stamp. He assumed the auspicious 
titles of the Succourer of Religion and the Father of Victory. (129) 
From that moment provisions that had risen to an immoderate 
price, commenced becoming cheaper, and once more plenty shew"- 
ed its face in every market. It was remarked that the Nawab 
Cadeffiah,(i3o) his mother, a Princess of great keenness of mind 
and great wisdom, had taken care to nurse in the shade of 
obscurity and silence that fondling of the sun of gloiy. Fully 
sensible of the complexion of the times, and of the necessities 
of her situation, she made it a point to conform herself to the 
pleasure of the two brothers, who were now become the omni- 
potent disposers of the Empire ; and her precaution went so far 
that, when she quitted the capital to pay a visit to her son, gone to 
'Ecber-abad, she set out with so modest a retinue, and she appear- 
ed with so much reserve, that she declined the voluntary attend- 
ance of numbers of people of distinction, that had been in her 
husband, the late Djehan-shah^s service. On hearing that they 
were preparing to follow her, and to augment her cortege, she 
requested them to forbear, and even forbade their coming to the 
gate of her apartment, and sending in their Nuzurs and offerings. 

It being observed on her son’s ascending the throne, that the 
three preceding reigns had been so momentary and so confused, 
as to serve only to confound history, it was enacted that to 
prevent all confusion in the records, the seven or eight months 
that had elapsed under the short lived reigns of those three 
Princes, should be omitted entirely, and that they should be com- 
prehended within Mahmed-shah’s reign, which, of course, was 
made to commence immediately on Feroh-syur^S demise. At 
the same time, to provide for some of the most urgent expenses 
of his mother’s female household, a sum of fifteen thousand 
rupees was allotted for that purpose. But the command of the 


(129) Abol-fetah-nassyr-eddin-mahmed-shah. * 

(130) The word Cadeffiah signifies Saint \ and it appears by these words 
(Nawab Cadeffiah) that the word Nawab ^ which is no more than an Arabic plural 
of the word Naib^ Deputy, after having signified a Governor, baia come to signify 
a King, so soon as these Governors came to assert or even to assume an indepen- 
dence from court. Some English have then’ rightly translated H by the word 
King ; and we see here that it signifies also a Queen. 
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G81al*parai(i3i) and the office of Nazur, or superintendent of that 
householdj were conferred on, trusty eunuchs of# the Vezir's 
dependancei as it had been practised with the three preceding 
Princes ; (on whom be mercy for ever!) and the Minister in provid- 
ing eunuchs, guards, upholsterers, elephant-driVers, menial 
servants, cooks, and even water-carriers, took care to place none in 
that number but his own servants. It was on the same principle, 
that Himmet-qhan, one of the Vezir^s intimates, a man who enjoyed 
already live or six offices, was preposed over the new monarch's 
person, as his tutor, and moreover entrusted with the privy purse, 
as well as with the treasury of the palace. All this was patiently 
submitted to by the young Emperor, who, sensible of the critical- 
ness of his situation, formed no opposition to any of the Vezir's 
pleasures, and had besides the good sense to shew him every 
demonstration of deference and regard. But this did not produce 
the least abatement in the jealousy with which he was watched. 
For whenever he went abroad, which happened once or twice a 
month, for the purpose of taking an airing, he was encircled by 
a body of SSids, who did not lose sight of him, nor ever carried 
him farther than the seats and gardens in the suburbs, which at 
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most are at one or two cosses from the castle ; and then it was 
always in order to come back before the dusk of the evening. 
But whilst the Vezir was busy in quieting the capital, troubles were 
rising in the neighbouring provinces. 

Chebilram-naagur, Governor of the province of Illahabad, 
refused to acknowledge his authority, and even thought it unsafe, 
on account of some improper behaviour of his to the two brothers. 
These in return took a resolution to make an example of him ; 
and Hoss€in-aaly-qhan had already sent his camp-equipage for- 
wards, when news came that the obnoxious Governor had died 
suddenly. This piece of news could not but please the Viceroy; 
but, however, as it deprived him of an opportunity of signalising 
himself, he was heard to sob and to say : Is it not a pity that 
W6 should *be deprived of the pleasure of seeing that proud 
man^s head on 'the point of a spear? Immediately after that 
piec^ of intelligence, news came that Gurd-hur-bahadyr, son to 

^ ' (*0*) GSIal-paraisthe name of that paling that surrounds the Imperial quarters 
in a camp ; it is always at fifty yards from the canats, that Is, the enclosure or wall- 
cloth, seven feet high, that forms a common enclosure to all the Emperor's tents. 
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Dia-babadyri cousin to Chebilram,iyhos^$iVPrd-tiearerhe 
had seized oi;^ the Government after bia yncle^a demisej aind vaa 
raising troops, as well as repairing the tow^ts aad fortifications of 
Illahabad. The Viceroy, on this intelligence, ordered a bridge of 
boats to be thrown on the Djumnah, and sending for Mahmed* 
shah to Ecber-abad, he published that he was going to take Illah-' 
abad, ordering at the same time his vanguard to m^rch instantly* 
It was at this conjuncture that Emir-djemlah thought proper to 
make again his appearance upon the jtage of the wprl^ in order 
to be invested with the office of Grand-almoner. But this did not 
hinder Ratan-chund from continuing to act in all matters relative 
to finance and government, and even in those relative to distribu- 
tive justice and to ecclesiastical matters with so unbounded a 
sway, that the Moteseddies and Crown-officers were like so many 
ciphers in his presence ; nor did they give any sign of life, but 
when any paper was to pass the seals in their custody. At last, 
even matters of distributive justice came to be of his resort ; and 
it was impossible to become a Cazy of some city, or to have any 
judicial or ecclesiastical preferment, without his good*wiil being 
previously secured. One day he brought to the Vezir a person 
of whom he had made Cazy or Judge of a certain city# The 
Minister, at such a sight, turned towards a nobleman over against 
him, and said with a smile ; '' Our Ratan-chund, do you see, 
can manufacture Cazies also, and he recommends likewise to 
"ecclesiastical preferments.** The other answered : *‘True, my 
^'Lord, the Lord Radj a after having finished his worldly affairs, ia 
turning his attention to religious matters.'* 

All this while the preparatives for the siege were going on 
with so much vigour, that Gurd-hur’s Vekil or Agent thought it 
high time to come to camp, and to entreat the Viceroy's forgiveness 
for his master’s misdeeds. He offered to submit, on condition qf 
being suffered to remain in his Government, or of haying it ex* 
changed for some other, with the addition of some title of honpur, 
as an atonement for his loss. The conditions having been accept-^ 
ed, Gurd-hur was to come out of the castle of Illahabad, to sur^ 
render his Government with the place, and to be trMsferred to that 
of A8d, with the title of Bahadyr or Valiant. But widlst tibia 
agreement was discussing, commotions aq^ broils were rising jin 
the country of Bundi^ in qpn^quence of certain disputes about ap 
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heinbdttaiy {>rincipa!ii^> from which Rad^a Bihim-singi one of the 
heirs> fiad been ejected by Bedha- 3 ing, the other heir. The dis« 
possessed Prince retired to the Viceroy’s campi to ythom he psud 
his court assiduOO^lyi in bop^ of being reinstated in his right ; 
and| at Iast| he obtained a body^f six thousand horse, all veteran 
troops, and all S€ids of Bar, who reckoned themselves to be so 
many countrymen, and so many kinsmen of the two brothers. 
They were commanded by his Paymaster-General, SSid-dilaver- 
aaly-qhan,^who had orders to reinstate the Gentoo Prince, and then 
to repair with him and with another Gentoo Prince, called Gudj* 
sing, as far as the frontiers of Malva, where he was to wait for 
fresh orders. On the other hand, as little reliance was reposed 
on all the promises made by Gurd-hur, a large body of good troops 
was sent under HSider-c81i-qhan, towards Illahabad, to enforce 
the execution of the treaty. Haider-c81i-qhan, who was a man of 
character and abilities, laid siege to that fortress, and pushed 
his works forward ; but as he did not command alone, little pro- 
gress was made in the siege, the Governor making it a practice to 
enter into a negotiation for surrendering the place, and then to 
stand again upon his defence, and to drive the besiegers from 
their works. The siege drawing to a length, Hoss€in-aaly-khan 
crossed the Djumnah, and marched towards Illahabad ; and the 
report of his march having intimidated the besieged, Gurd-hur, 
who now found no safety for himself in the plain, retired within 
his fortress, to which he conducted himself a great quantity of 
ammunition, and a variety of provisions. His family, at the same 
time, gave countenance to the refractory spirits of that province, 
and the holders of Djaghir-lands, in particular, laid hold of that 
opportunity to withhold their rents. Such a state of things 
having engaged the Viceroy’s attention, he reflected on the natural 
strength of the place, which was at the confluence of two mighty 
rivers, ( 132 ) on the courage and personal abilities of Gurd-hur, 
and on the difficulties he would to all appearance have to 

encounter in a siege likely to be protracted to a length, and which 

• 

(133) ThS dSfiga attd Djumna. Nor must an European reader make cheap 
of thO tivan off Vndhu The Ganga, in particular, has a course of more than fourteen 
hundred milea withhi the limits of India alone; and it runs, especially in the rains, 
at the rate off tea miles per hour, upon six, seven, or ten fathoms in depth, and in 
numberiess places, off several miles in breadth. 
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would consume in that single operation a precious time, 
was required in other parts of the Empire, where.the enemies of 
his family nfight avail themselves of his absence to excite com- 
motions, susceptible of blazing into a mighty flame. Sensible of 
all the difficulties of his situation, he was likewise discouraged 
by some sparks of disunion which then broke out between liim- 
self and his elder brother, the Vezir Abdollah-qhan. It was about 
the division of the jewels and treasure found at the castle of Ecber- 
abad ; and messages full of discontent and peevishness were 
passing and repassing between them, but only in secret^ Ratan- 
chund doing every thing in his power to conceal these dissensions 
from the public eye. Whilst the Viceroy was revolving in his 
mind how he might act, letters came from the Governor, Gurd-hur, 
which promised that he would submit, if Ratan-chund were sent 
to him with full power to grant what concerned his former 
demands, as well as the safety of his person. The two brothers 
pleased with so fair an opportunity of smothering a flame which 
might have risen to a great height, dismissed Ratan-chund, who 
setting out with a good body of troops about the end of the second 
Rebi, soon arrived at the city of Illahabad, where the Governor 
of the fortress paid him a visit, and a treaty was soon concluded 
between these two Gentoos, to which they both swore upon the 
waters of the Ganga, this being the most sacred oath amongst 
them. By this treaty, the Government of the province of A 8 d 
was given to Gurd-hur, with all the Fodjdaries contained in it, as 
an atonement for his parting with the fortress of Illahabad ; and 
this being e^/acuated accordingly, it received a new garrison, and 
came again within the power of the two brothers. It was the 
second year of Mahmed-shah's reign. Ratan-chund^ after putting 
the finishing hand to this treaty, returned to his two inasters, who 
received him with every demonstration of regard and honour. 

Whilst they were shutting up a breach in the northern pa^ 
of the Empire, discontents and broils of a yetj threatening 
aspect were rising in the southern ones. We Have already men- 
tioned that Nizam-el-mulk had reluctantly accepted*the^ Govern- 
ment of Malva. He found the province infested with whole 
troops of banditties, and its tranquillity disturbed by a number 
of refractory Zemindars ; nor were all these brought to a thorough 
subjection, without a deal of trouble and perseverance. But the 
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heaped everywhere, was ^erh^et<pq^a^i 
..|ibat Fodjdar ^ad povernor d|f the fortress of hj[andd8| who had 
beea disciordc^ hy Hoss6m-aaJy-^^ having ao far sMghM 
him lyhea he passed dose to the walls, as not evea to pay him a 
vim|:. This neglect cost him his post ; and Qhadjem-cSli-qhani 
a TSraniap, hs4 been appointed in his stead, but without being 
. able to take possession, as Merhan^et-qhan delayed the delivery 
of the fortress under a variety of pretences. He, therefore, wrpto 
to OOurt to complain of the affected delay, from whence he obtain- 
ed an order tp Nizam-el-mulk, Governor-General of the province, 
to seie him righted. The General, who entertained an advantage- 
ous opinion of hlerhamet-qhan, sent for him, and persuaded him to 
surrender the fortress quietly ; and as he had observed talents with 
a deal of valpnr in that officer, he took him in his own service, 
where he always expressed for his person a sincere regard, seizing 
oyery opportunity to employ his abilities. And as in the confu- 
;sions that had prevailed in the province in consequence of the in- 
attention of the court, the fortress of Rat-gurhad been seized by a 
certmn refractory Zemindar of the neighbourhood, whom Nizam-el- 
mulk, now honoured with the title of Fateh-djung, received orders 
to eapel, tip dispatched Merhamet-qhan thither at the head of a 
good body of froops. This service was performed by that officer 
wito usiial vigour and dispatch ; and he flattered himself that 
jt would ;aoften the minds of the two brothers in his favour. But 
they were irr^onciliable ; and Nizam-el-mulk, to make him some 
amends, gave hiip the pffice of clearing the whole province of the 
banditties that lurked in it, and of bringing its Zemindars to a 
^thorougiiaubmission. This service also was successfully perform- 
ledby that officer, who took care besides to bring under subjection 
jcectain cSfficult passes, and certain strongholds of the district of 
Chahdiry, which served for a retreat to a number of freebooters. 

As soon as Nizam-el-mulk saw everything settled in his Gov- 
hje; turned his attention towards increasing the number 
,pf hia filling his .magazines, exercising his officer and 

aoldtors, and In making continually new acquisitions from the 
rebdlious province of Chandiry. 

jSucli warli]|;e preparatives could not be concealed from 
Abdollah-qhan, who received daily intelligence from the Imperifil 
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intelligencers, and the Crown-officers. But he had a nearer subjei^ 
of inquietude... He was informed that Mahmed-aimin-qhan now 
and then made use of the Turkish language, (133:) to enter into 'a 
close conversation with the Emperor, and he knew that be held 'a 
secret correspondence with Nizam^^el-mulk, about whose petsdn 
people could observe any more troops than he had t>ccasioh tdr^ 
whilst he entertained a still more numerous body with the discon- 
tented officer, Merhamet-qlvLn. All these intelligences having 
given some inquietude to the two brotheis, Hoss^in-aaly-qhan, the 
younger, who was Viceroy of Decan, wrote to Nizam-el-mulk, that 
as both himself and his brother, with a view to put an end to the 
eternal troubles of Decan, wished to establish their residence in the 
province of Malva, which was midway betwixt the Decan and the 
capital, they both hoped that to accommodate them he would take 
his choice of the four governments of MSItan, Qhandess, Ecber- 
abad and Illahabad. This letter chanced to produce the very breach 
it was intended to prevent. Nizam-el-mulk, already discontented 
at Dilaver-aaly-qhan’s being encamped upon the limits of his 
government with an army, and suspicious of his motives in effect- 
ing a junction with the Gentoo Princes, Radja Bihim-sing and 
Radja Gudj-sing, whose neighbourhood to a province but very 
lately quieted, had already excited commotions amongst the 
Zemindars of his frontier, answered the moderate letter of HossSin- 
aaly-qhan’s in a haughty taunting style ; and to shew how little 
he was inclined to conceal his designs, he added with his own 
hand these two verses of his at the bottom of the letter 

** I am not such a faithless false man as to swear to you— 

‘‘ But as I am not like you, neither, — I now swear to you— 

The two brothers having soon comprehended the meaning of these 
two verses, sent for his principal Agent at court, and they had a 

very brisk conversation with him, which ended in threats against 

— - - - - - — -- — — 

<133) The Turkish lan^age having been the maternal. Jangut^e of Timur or 
Tamer-lang, (Timur the lame) there is nothing extraordinary in ita being understood 
by the Hindostany Emperors, his successors and descendants. As to JMahniM* 
aamin-qhan, it was his vernacular language, he being born n XurBii'that is, an 
Eusbbeg-Tarar, or Tartar. The Bisarery is, that to-day the ftnAtOh si^' not the 
Turkish, should be the language of Government in Hindostan; whilst the Turkish, 
and not the Persian, has been for these several hundred years past the language of 
Government all over Iran or Persia, where likewise' the Turklsk Is'tke vernaOttlar 
' of some northern provinces^ 
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Aq 4 Ni;cajp|.^e(-inulk, having soon received intelligeme. 
pf it, Md kn9wing at the same time that Mahmed-aimtn-qhan 
lyas endeavouring to kindle a*spark of indignation in the young 
^mperpriabreasti he concluded that the conservation of his honour,, 
power, and life, as well as that of all the Moghul Lords, and of an. 
infiiiity of persons, of distinction, depended on the downfall of the 
twp.hrothers, whose pride wounded his feelings, and whose enor-. 
ptpu^ power and pretensions left no safety for any one, but for 
their creatures.. He was also excessively shocked at the insolent 
9 ^d overbearing behaviour of Ratan-chund, and of Adjet-sing., 

Full of. these! ideas, he held a consultation with his most discern- 
ing friends, and with the best of his Generals ; and, on dismiss- 
^ ing the assembly, he declared that he was resolved to commit his 
case to bis own fortune, and to display full open the standard of 
resistance and opposition. His resolution being now taken, he 
wrote a short letter to the two brothers ; and coming out of his 
palace with Abdol-rahim-qhan, Merhamet-qhan and Rahim-qhan, 
he put himself at the head of his army, which by comprising both 
his old troops and his new levies amounted to twelve thousand 
horse. It was about the middle of the second Djemady,(i34) in 
the year 1132 of the Hedjrah, which answers to the second of 
Mahmed-shah’s. He was then about the town of Seronj, where 
be had been encamped all this while to overawe into submission Nizam-cl- 
a number of refractory districts on that frontier. His purpose mulk revolts 
being now accomplished, he decamped on a sudden, and marched 
to the, south. 

This intelligence arrived at Ecber-abad in a few days, and 
became public in a moment. The Vezir wTote immediately to 
Dilaver-aaly-qhan, and to the two Gentoo Princes, to follow Nizam- 
el«mulk step by step, recommending to them at the same time to 
pmjit , nothing that could gain to their cause the numerous clans of 
Afghans, settled throughout the Decan; after which their business 
woKild be to crush Nizam-el-mulk, before he should have time to. 
mi^ke any further progress. 

! ^ ^Di^usiqn and disorders in the Empire being of such a 
OMufe.! ^ to ^et.open^a bad example, it was very natural that t^e 

.,(134) There are two DJemadys, and two Rebjs in the Mahomedan year. 

Ttiese^ as well as all the others, are Lunar months, from twenty-nine to thir^ cbiys, 
each.. 
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meanest men should avail themsetves oMheir Vei^ ,itiid 

obscurity tb aspire at an independence. 

One Hoss£in-qhan| an Afg'hail QhoIisMtj^'vidio was Iieaid*MBti 
of the town of Cossor, in Pendjab, had these kSiiiiji' yews taken 
possession of the best districts about Cossor and UAori where he 
acted as an hereditary Lord of those territories. Those troubles 
commenced, whilst AbdoI-semed>qhan, the Vicerxty, Was w yQp i ed 
against the Syks ; and the Afghan had commenced -hduing 
away both the collectors and Crown-officers from hiS town. Aftet 
this exertion he assembled troops ; and hearing that CStSb-Oddhr, 
Troubles in o®cer of character, Was marching against him with a body cd 
Pendjab ap- horse, he met him half-way, killed that commander, destroyed 
^rar*d^<rf dispersed his cavalry, and took possession of his baggagB.4 
difficulty. yjiig victory having raised his character, as well aS enlarged his 
views, he soon found himself at the head of eight or nine thousmid 
horse, with which he established his contributions far mtd'&ear. 
So that the Viceroy himself, although with only Seven of tdg ht 
thousand horse about his person, found it woftil his Viddle to 
march against him ; and the two armies met at Chhohy, about 
thirty cosses from Labor. Abdol-semed-qhan gave the command 
of his centre to Kerim-cSIy-qhan, his Paymaster, afld afc his right 
he placed Djany-qhan and Qhoadja-rahmet-ollah, two relatiotts 
of his, and both men of tried valour, whom he put uhder tte tSOt^ 
mand of Hafyz-aaly-qhan, brother to Qban-mirsh, after having 
advanced before them a body of a thousand Rohilla Afghans, 
whom he knew to be personal enemies to the rebel. At his left 
he placed Aref-qhan, his own Lieutenant, with Aghyr-qhan, and 
took his own post in their front. On the opposite side HossCin- 
qhan placed his own nephew, Mustepha-qhan, in his first line, 
together with Rahmet-qhan, Behlol-qhan, SSid-qhan hod SomO 
other Afghan commanders, all resolute men, all mounted OpoO 
elephants, and all men of tried valour. But no soondf had tile ^ 
combat commenced by a fire of musquetiy, than HoSs^n-qhan 
having advanced on a full gallop on the enemy^s aMIlety, vHddt 
he left behind, pushed on to Kerim-cSIy-qhan, whom he titthorsed 
at the first onset, making a great slati^tdr Of his 'ftlOn. Con- 
tinuing his blqw, he fell on Aghyr-qhan, whose troops btdng 
mostly new levies, could not stand so furious ^attack, and find 
on all sides. So that Aghyr-qhan remained only ndth five or sfac 
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armed with bow^ ; and these anwilliag to forsake their-^ cmm- 
mandcn^let i|)rswBhshoweei ^ alrows^as disordered*tfae Afghans^ 
aad^ i^adkeiied ’^their ardour. This was no sooner observed Iqr 
Agfijrr-^^Mtn^ thaii he rushed upon the enemy, bringing down a 
maoeieaoh tltaH^e he shot an arrow, and encouraging his men with 
both his vcttce and example, he soon made so much havoc amongst 
tbe Afjghans, that Mustepha«qhan was slain, with the best part of 
the (three thousand men that had followed him. Hossein-aaly* 
qheh Witllout minding this loss, was pushing with ardour to Adbol<^ 
sesied-<]^an himself ; and he fell upon him with so much vigour^ 
that the Moghul General was upon the point of being borne down, 
having none but men wounded or slain round his elephant. At 
this critical moment arrived Aghyr-qhan, with his body of victo* 
riouB Moghuls, and here again he changed the face of the day# 
Just at this moment the driver of Hoss^in-aaly-qhan^s elephant 
felt dead from his seat ; and one Shah-bohshec, spiritual director 
to that GenemI, who used always to carry him seated on his 
right hand) being also killed, thatf brave rebel himself was struck 
in the forehead by a musquet-ball shot by Hafyz-aaly-qhan, and 
fell down likewise ; and from this moment a panic seized his 
troops, and the trappings and cushions of the elephant having 
taken fire 'at the same time, the Afghans who had lost almost all 
their x>fficers, fell off their ranks, and at last fled openly on all 
sides. This lii^t having left a full victory to Abdol-semed-qhan, 
he rewarded his commanders upon the field of battle ; and 
Aghyr*.qhan had so much contributed to the succe^ of the day, 
he raised his military grade by five hundred horse, added two 
hundrsd more to the six hundred he commanded already, and 
made him a present of an elephant, a poniard and a sabre. The 
report of this vietory having reached the court, the two brothers 
Wrote letters of encomiums to the Viceroy, and added the title of 
Selfi«ed^6&lah, or Sword of the Empire, to all those with which 
lie waa already decorated. 

Wkilstilljese events were taking place in Pendjab, the Decaii 
was 'becoming bcene of most serious commotions. Nizam^^el.- 
mutk# Moolved net to submit to the Seids, had passed fbe 
-Nevbndda, whkb is the northern boundary of that extensive 
Viceroyalty. His fortune, to.wliich be bad entirely committed 
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The strong 
fortress ct 
Asstr surren- 
derstoNizanur 
el-mulk with- 
out a blow. 


As does the 
citadel of B8r- 
hanp8r. 


Fortune sides 
with Nizam- 
el-mulk. 


himself, favoured him so emriy ^ (haf eNa hie fording 

Ac^-p8r, the fortress of Asstr, that had cost years of siege a|id 
• 14[bour to the* victorious Soltan Ecber, surrendered to him without 
a blow. The officers and^ troops of the garrison assemUed al: 
the instigatipn of their Commander, TaalubM^an, who owed 
both his appointment and fortune to the youAgjer of , the> two. 
brothers and they delivered the keys to Nizam-ekmulk, who paid 
them instantly the twenty-four months’ arrears which were their 
due, and besides that, conferred many favours on theim rlhe 
citadel of BSrhanpSr fell in his hands in much the same manner; 
and to crown so happy a beginning, Ghd8ss-qhan, Governor of the 
province of Barar, who bore the character of a man of valour and 
talents, came to join Nizam-el-mulk, to whom he was nearly allied, 
and brought with him a good body of old troops and a train of 
artillery. Hardly was he in camp, when Simbha, a Marhatta 
officer, who was discontented with the Sah8 Radja, his master,, 
quitted his service, and with two thousand horse, which he 
commanded, he joined Nizam-el-mulk. This example was fol- 
lowed by some Zemindars of those parts, and by some Afghan 
chieftains, settled this long while in that country. The defection 
becoming contagious, even Anver-qhan, Governor of the. province 
of Qhandess, or BSrhanpSr, who owed every thing to Abdollah-v 
qhan, one.jof the two brothers, came over likewise* What looks, 
pretty singular is, that he was actutlly in Aalem-aaly-qhan’s camp, 
who being a nephew to the two Seids, had been appointed their 
Deputy all over the Decan. There hearing of the progresses and 
motives of Nizam-el-mulk’ s, he at once forgot all the obligations 
he owed to the two brothers, and under pretence of providing 
for the city of BSrhanpSr, he went over to his benefactor’s enemy- 
The approach of s% successful a General as Nizam-el-mtilk (and 
he was now called Assef-dja),(i 35 ) struck a ter|or throughout all. 
that tract of ground, insomuch that numbers of Marhatta com- 
manders, who at the head of their troops were, collecting the ^ 
ChdSt everywhere for their master, the SabS Radja,^ felt off ffomi 
their stations, and gradually retired to Satara. Whilst {Nieam-el- 
mulk was advancing southward, an adventure happened that set 
that man’s character in a very advantageous; light. A* lady of 


(135) Like Asaef, Minister to Sotomom 
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of tlu^ve?iPoIutioii ^ic& 

lieludl]^ tedefolf'pIacO) %irdB advaociii|f tonrards tiMs^^OOrtbr Ft 
Was‘t1ie mother of S&f-eddin^aaiy-qhan, and, of course, a sister of 
f he ti^ S6ids* She ivas going^ to the Capital to pay a visit to 
son, end lAie c:arried with her his consort and several small children. 
Qn^ mudiing BSrhanpSr she was amazed to hear of her: bein g 
iipoti an enemy^e ground, and that Nizam-el-mulk was advancing 
that' way* 'Struck with the difficulties of her situation, she sent 
him a man of ^tinction, with an offer of whatever money and 
jewels she might have at her disposal, in humble hopes, that he 
would be contented with such a sacrifice, and would suffer her to 
proceed on her voyage with honour and safety. Nizam*el-mulk 
smiled on perusing the letter, and sending for a dress of honour, 
he ordered his introductor to put it on the lady’s Agent, whom 
he requested to tadce care of some fruit which he was sending for 
the children ; and calling at the some time for one of his officers 
who commanded two hundred horse, he bid him wait on the lady 
with his corps, and gave him strict instructions not to lose sight 
of her, until he had seen her safe in the camp of Dilaver-aaly- 
qhan,' who commanded the Vezir’s army which was marching to 
attack him. This General, who was provided with everything 
necessary, had orders to fight and demolish Nizam-el-mulk ; and 
Hoss€in-aaly-qhan waited only for letters from him, in order to 
set out himself for Decan. Ratan-chund, indeed, had more than 
onde proposed to get rid of Nizam-el-mulk, by relinquishing to 
him the Viceroyalty of Decan ; but such a proposal shocked 
all the feelings of his masters, although the nordiern parts of 
the Empire seemed convulsed as much as the southern ones. 
For violent commotions and bloody troubles had arisen in 
Cashmir. 

One Abdobnebi, a Cashmiriam, better known by the appel- 
lation of Muhtevi-qhan, a man, who was this long while infest- 
^ ed trith the folly of hating ail the Gentoos, availed himself of the 
COitfusibn of the times, to give vent to his aversion. He assenh- 
bled a number of idle, disorderly, inconsiderate people from 
amongst the Mussulmen, and went at their head to Mir-ahmedt 
the ^Deputy-Governor^ and to the Cazy, or Supreme Judge of^ ^e 
Province, to whom he proposed, that henceforward, HindSs of 
all sorts should be forbidden the use of horses, djamas, green- 
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turbanddi and arms ;(i36) and also t&at Hief should be forbidden 
to go at their, stated hours to gardens and bathing plaee8.(i37} 
The Governor and Supreme Magfstrate answered calmly : ** That 
“whatever regulations His Majesty should think proper to 
“ promulgate by the advice of the learned Divitiee of fits Court 
“ on those matterSi as a standing rule for all the HitidSs of his 
“ dominions, would of course find their way into Chshmir, wherd 
“ it would be their business, as his special servants, to ptit them 
“in execution/’ This answer having not provcwl satisfactory to 
Muhtevi-qhan, that man henceforward made it a practice to 
attack every HindS he chanced to meet, and to uSe him accord* 
ing to his own wild notion s. One day as Sahab-faT, a GentOo 

(136) The green turban and colour, about which the TVirks make so ttolae, 

was not the colour of the Messenger's dress ; for his surcoat, which had bean |Maailt« 
ed him from the Governor of Damascus, was painted red and wlilte, had his doak 
was black ; nor was it of his main standard, neither this was red : and tn India, the 
green is a colour of mourning, as well as the black ; nor do the Hindoos or any 
cithers care to wear such a colour, which is difficult to catch, and is never d any 
duration. The Djama folds upon the breast, which a Nima does net, and In order 
to have a tolerable idea of either, the European reader must suppose a short dress 
reaching to the navel, and fitting so close to the bodyt W ^’rell as the arms, as to 
look like another skin ; at the navel is sewn to it a petticoat that reaches to the 
ancles, or lower, so ample as to be seven or eight, or ten and fifteen times ampler 
than any European woman's petticoat. Dost-mahmed-qhan had at Calcutta a 
Djama of an hundred and one breadths of Mulmul. 

(137) This was a great hardship; for besides bcdog Inyfted to the hWhlisg 
places by the heat of the climate, the Hindoos, either man or wqqvhi, 9^ onjoiiiad 
yety frequent ablutions by their religion ; nor c:an th^ take their meat, or p r o ce e d 
on their devotions without a previous ablution. But what seems very singular b* 
that although Coth sexes in general bathe pell-mell, with hardly ai^ dSstanoe 
between the individuals, (and this is done several times in the day tSUw) there iU 
no example of the least immodesty,^ although the ni#a bathe with tbair bodiea 
naked down to the navel, and the women wear such thin clothes^ and jn so mmU a 
quantity, that they might be easily seen throughout. The woader is how they 
contrive in your very presence to come ashore In their wet cdodies, and to put on 
dty ones, without it being possible to the eye, most expert at tvsvelllag over a 
womifi’s body, to make the smallest dbcovecy. As to IldMd'lfo author cidlaA^ 
gardens, it must be observed that although there are ao^t^fo ^india 

gardens as those in London and Paris, for the beaui-mlildek yut notbli|g is 099*0 
common for companies of men, and companies of women, and sometimes for mixed 
ones, to repair to any gardens or seats that dbadee thkWalta thMr buy Id 
Bi^urbs or^aisewbere; a garden, an orchard and a seat ^ of aaiiid, m 

free to all the world all over India, as is a well, or ajjjpndi and |\ e*h( n s r 
and disgusts the Hindostanles more, when th^ eoitfie to CalcuW, than to see so 
sqany seats, and gar(jhMls,us// akuf up. 
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6$ mm *9» ei^rtaitiftieat ^ a garden in» tbe 

Mburbs, that BafadlUg of 4lie devili instigated by^ his fnaster, fell 
unexpectedly on these innocenbpeople, and killed, and wo\nided| 
and fnang^d as many as he could come at. Sahab-ral finding 
hbnsell aimed al^ fled to Mir-ahmed-qhan the Gov^raoi^s lodg^ 
ings ; and whilst he was concealed there, his house in town was 
si^ npOtt by ftlidttevi^han and his followers, who plundered and 
sacked it leisurely. They likewise plundered that whole Gentoo 
quarter after which they set it on fire, killing and dispersing not 
SuSly S0 inasy Gentoos as came out to entreat their mercy, but 
as many Mussulmen besides as attempted to intercede for the 
laltet. Heated with this performance, they marched down to the 
Qovemor’s lodgings, which they attacked at first with stones 
and bfick-baSs, and at last with arrows and musquet-balls ; and 
whoes^er came out of it, or fell otherwise in their hands, was sure 
of being insulted and plundered, if not killed and stripped upon 
the spot. The Deputy-Governor remained besieged for a whole 
day and night; nor would it have been possible for him to 
escape, had he not risked several contrivances, and exposed him- 
self to the most imminent peril. The next day he assembled 
some soldiers, and some other people, mounted his horse, and 
being supported by his Paymaster, Shah-yor-qhan, and by several 
Mansubdars and Crown-servants, he advanced towards the sedi- 
tiotts Wfetdi. But that infernal man, who had received advice of 
hiS design, had assembled a vast number of men of his own stamp, 
with Intention to stand his ground ; and on observing that the 
Depaty^Govemor had advanced on this side of a ^bridge, then 
full in view, he seat some of his satellites who set it on fire, and « . 

^ Furious coiu— 

who foBowing their blow, set on fire all the streets in his flank motions in 
and rear, whilst some others of his people getting amongst the 
ruins, as well as on the tops of the houses, made incessant dis- 
charges of masquetry, arrows, stones, and brick-bats ; and their 
wives and diildren were striving to outdo them, by tossing 
blwlmffiils of human-dung and other immondices, and by throw- 
every miabite they could think qf ; and a furious combat was 
g^iug om Is a little time Seid-veli, nephew to the Deputy^ 

Oovemor, and 2hilficar-beg, the Cotval’s Lieutenant, were slsM, 

"With a number of others ; and many more being grievously woiWfd- 
ed, or disabled, Mir-ahmed-qhan saw himself almost aloae^ llnid>le 

24 
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to go back, and afraid of advancing, as well as of stopping, 
had recourse to entreaties and supplication^; and after under^ 
going every sort of opprobriunr and outrage, short of death, 
was suffered to escape- Muhtevi-qhan, now fiercer than ever, 
returned to, the Governor’s house, where Sahab-raY. had taken 
shelter, with a multitude of Gentoos of all sorts ; and having 
forced it in a twinkle, he seized every one of them,, killed, eotne, 
cut the nose of others, and circumcised all those he thought 
proper to conserve, but al! this with so unfeeling a precipitation, 
that some had their penis cut off. The next day, he repaired at 
the head of a great throng to the Cathedral Mosque, where, of 
his own authority, he deposed the Deputy-Governor, proclaimed 
himself in his stead by the style and title of Dindar-qhan,(i 38 ) 
Supreme Ruler of the Mussulmen, and ordered that, until the 
arrival of another Deputy-Governor, the Cazy should hear and 
determine all matters relative to distributive justice ; insomuch 
that for five months together, Mir-ahmed remained a private man 
in his own capital, Muhtevi-qhan sitting every day in state in 
the cathedral, and hearing and determining all contentions about 
matters of finance and government, or even about whatever con- 
cerned the distributive justice. 

These disturbances having been taken notice of at court, 
Moommin-qhan was sent to Cashmir, as Deputy on the part 
Ynaiet-ollah-qhan, who had the government of the province. 
This intelligence intimidated Muhtevi-qhan^ who by this time had 
very much cooled, so as to become sensible of all the conse- 
quences of Svhat he had done. In the first emotion which he 
felt, he took two small children of his by the hand, and went 
with them to Qhadja-Abdollah, one of the principal Religious of 
the city, with whom he had an acquaintance ; and as, he Itttd 
heard that he intended to go out to meet the new Deputy-Gov- 
ernor at the head of the principal Religious and the principal 
citizens, he wished to be of his company in such a day^ The 
holy man answered that he had no objections; but that he^UMHight 
he would act with more propriety, were he to go to the Paymaster, 
Mjr-shah-yor, first whose forgiveness he ought to^ ask for what 
had passed. • Muhtevi-qhan being of the same opinion, went to 
the Paymaster’s lodgings, where the latter Had, by the Qh adja^s , 
<138) The Lord endowed with faith. 
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ad^yii^i cah<^al^d ia n^iibber df men from the Djud*bell, that mtich 
iiijur^ <juaitet' hi • the city. On his entering the» roomi a few 
wdrda Were exchanged with him, when the Paymaster feeling 
eom^e ur^ht netessity within his body, excused himself and went 
away ; and this being the signal agreed upon, the ccmcealed men 
rushed from their corners, and first of all ripped open, in his face, 
the two children’s bellies, and then falling upon him, they put 
him tb death with all that variety of tortures which resentment 
could contrive. Hardly had this execution taken place, when his 
followers resolved to revenge his death ; and running to the Djud- 
bell, they commenced killing, wounding, beating, and mangling 
the inhabitants, after which they set the houses on fire. About 
three thousand men were hacked to pieces by these scelerats, 
•and these proved to be mostly Moghuls, merchants, and other 
strangers come for the purpose of trade. An infinity of women 
and children were likewise seized on, and carried away as fair 
booty. Property to the amount of several lacs was carried away, 
likewise, or spoiled utterly ; nor is there describing the usagfe 
offered to those defenceless people that were carried away by 
those miscreants. These infernal men, after having finished what 
they called the first volume of their religious war, proceeded to 
the second, that is, they marched in a body to the lodgings of the 
Cazi, and of the Paymaster. The latter found means to remain 
concealed ; the Cazi changed his dress and slunk away ; and the 
scelerats incensed at his escape, tore up his house from the founda- 
tion, and handing the materials about, they left not a brick on 
the spot. It was some days after this execution that Moommin- 
qhan, the new commandant, arrived. His first care was to send 
Mir<<*ahmed-qhan to a place of safety. His second, to re-establish 
.order and subordination ; a difficult task this in a country known 
for a disposition to turbulency, and for being inhabited by a wicked 
• race of men with whom a man in power must make a shift to live 
sometimes by yielding and as often by stiffening. 

Whilst the northern parts of the Empire were recovering from 
,a state of convulsion, .the southern ones were becoming the theatre 
- of a very dangerous war, that struck at the very being of the two 
brother SSids. We have left Dilaver-aaly-qhan in full march for 
BSrhasipSr. NizaUirel-mulk, informed of his motions, sent agmnat 
him some of his best Generals with his best troops, to whom he 
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Enjoined Gh68ss-qhan's cavalTyi^i«i$th^4:|^ artlHeiy 
camp-equipagei the whole under commaitd^o^^ lns liwly ^ 
Ynai8t-qhan. Himself mounting his elepbanti' 
with Gh58ss-qhan, his kinsman, and the rest Of Mo^aniy, iie 
encamped in the neighbourhood, sb as to be hand to succour 
Y^aiSt-qhan. As soon as the enemy was discoyeiodr'^Y^iaiif«qhan 
drew up his army, and pursuing Nizam-eUmulk^S htstniCtfakOSf he 
placed the greatest part of his light and heavy allillexytdHlIdil^ a 
bushy ground, where it remained loaded with that small haihcaUed 
churra in India. It was along a brook whose shady banks Seeinod 
calculated for concealing it from sight ; and such was tOS eOm* 
mander’s intention, who had under his orders a tiuinefOU$ ^bckly 
of men, whose valour had been tried, and whidi Nisam-el-ilfiblk 
knew to be capable of conserving their presence of mind in a 
moment of trepidation and danger. On the other hand, Dilav^er* 
aaly-qhan, with that fiery courage peculiar to him, and that obtuse^ 
ness of understanding become proverbial for the men of Barr, 
advanced armed and mounted, in company with Dost^mahmed- 
\ qhan, an Afghan commander ; and he ranged htS army in this 
manner: — He was himself at the head of eleven thousand horse, 
and the two Gentoo Princes, Behim-sing and Gudj^sing fcdlowed 
with a compact body of RadjpSts. On the back of these were 
his artillery, and behind all, were his war-elephatits. It was with 
such an order of battle he was advancing in a frantic manner 
against the enemy who waited steadily for him. Ynaidt«>qhan,on 
the contrary, was watching the motions of his enemy. The battle 
commenced by discharges of musquetry and rockets^ when Dilaver-^ 
aaly-qhan, inflamed by the sight of his foes, and unable to contain 
himself, advanced farther and farther on the retiring enemy, with* 
out ever suspecting anything of the ambuscade which lay in wait 
for him, until he found himself upon very unequal groUnri, Which 
necessarily obliged his troops to break and discdmpblle thbir tanlpK' 
Unmindful of this disorder, he was pushing on, hhtil 
BSrbanpSr. against that bushy ground which 

and where he was expected by a steidy bod^'l^ltfe^^liliO'Wdlig - 
aim leisurely, let fly a general disdiat^ , 

and rockets, which brought down almost tlid'wlioii:^^i9il^’- that 
followed him so eagerly. Thoso bekindi terfifl^ Vy'tiiatteil^ble 
execution, availed themselves of thesrndcewhtdhhadcoWHmdthe 
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till 

mi 4 to f^xeat ; iii«0|nii«i:)i thalt PU»mT 
aaly^baik««Mi alone, aad with no one abjput hia pexaw, 

but the two Raiijaa, an 4 aboiit four or five hundred men, Aa 
the groond wna too uneven lor either a horse or an elephant to 
nnwe with enae, and the greatest part of the cavalry with the 
Rpi^sl^ were lying dead or wounded on the field of battle, ufiltfst 
the net were dying on all sides, Dost-mahmed-qhan, that Afgan 
ef ee teach courage and so great a character, thought proper to 
tetira likewise, the sense of honour having been superceded in 
him by a sente of fear ; for fortune had already turned her back 
on die two brothers, and nothing that concerned them could be 
brought to take a favourable issue. Dilaver-aaly-qhan, in despair 
th see the diacqmfiture of his whole army, still pushed on with 
the two Radjahs and his brave troops, resolved not to survive 
his shame ; and these being shot at like so many marks, were all 
skUn to a man* This victory which had almost destroyed the 
oiiem3r’8,ermyi cost hardly anything to Nizam-el-mulk ; and it is 
agreed on all hands that he did not lose a single officer. The enemy 
flyitig everjrwhere, a shout of victory arose in the victorious army ; 
and Dilaver«aaly»qhan’s military-chest, baggage, artillery, and 
equipage, with every thing that could escape a general pillage, 
was taken possession of for Nizam-el-mulk’s use. This General, 
now in full possession of victory, returned in triumph to BSrhanpSfy 
where he spent his time in cherishing the inhabitants, and in 
rewarding his troops with elephants, dresi^eb of honour, rich arms, 
and other favours, whilst he took care to relieve the wounded by 
giving thqin money and medicines. 

The report of this victory having soon reached the capital, 
gave a secret but sincere satisfaction to the Emperor, as well as 
to Mahmed-amin-'qhan, and to all those who professed an attach- 
ment to that Prince ; but it struck the two brothers with fear 
and anaiety% They were holding consultations eveiy day. Some- 
ftHnes they proposed to march against Nizam-el-mulk together ; 
OkUd SOl9iq|tiines they thought it better to carry the Emperor to 
the 4p4q>ital« w|iere he should be left under the care of the elder 
brothefi whUi!^ Hoss^n-aaly-qhan, the younger, should march 
BfflXnst the dan^rous rival that had risen in Decan. At one 
timet they had a mind to carry the Emperor in the middle of the 
theatre of war» so as to make him partake their own daager ; and 
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at another, they thought it more decetit first of all to 
Hossein-aaly-qhan’s consort and children, aitd then only td.thlitk 
of marching against Nizam-eUmulk. Another (Object of delktie 
amongst them was Mahmed-amin-qhan, who did not doubt hitiir 
self of his giving them very great umbrage, insomuch that the 
public report was one day, that he had been put to death by the 
S€ids, or, at least, arrested ; and another, that a reconciliation had 
taken place, and that every subject of animosity was buried in 
oblivion. They say, that the younger brother voted for his being 
put to death ; but that the elder, who objected that oaths and 
promises had intervened between himself and the TSranian Lord, 
objected that such a death would be ungenerous, and, at any rate, 
dishonourable, and even inexpedient. The dispute grew wai^ 
on that single subject ; and the elder brother was heard to say : 
“ My life is a pendant of his ; if you Be bent on killing hifn^ 
then kill me also, or let me kill myself ” It was after such 
debates that his life was spared at last ; and, indeed, as he was 
predestinated to kill Hosscin-aaly-qhan himself, how lk)uld he 
come to be killed by him ? 

The mighty events with which the womb of time was evident- 
ly pregnant, seemed to have been prognosticated by the con- 
vulsions which all the elements underwent at this time. On the 
twenty-second of the blessed month of Ramazan, (139) in the 
year 1233, as the people were assembled at the cathedral at a little 
past twelve, to say their noon-prayers, and to assist at the Qothba, 
on a sudden the whole building was shaken by a viiOlent earth- 
quake, and bricks fell from the cupola to the great terror of the 
congregation, who thought that something mighty and unusual 
was presaged by such an event, or that it reminded them of some 
past one. Most of the houses in Shah-djehan-abad and in old 
Delhi fell dowm, or were shaken to the very foundations. Num- 
bers of inhabitants were crushed under the ruins, and numbers 

(139) The Ramazan is the lent-time of the Mahometans, who say that t^e 
gates of Paradise remain at that time full open. But an European Header would 
be egregiottsly mistaken, who should think that this lent has any thing 
to that of the Christians, who abstain from flesh, to fare luauriodsly on ' flsh. A 
Mahometan cannot touch any food or drink from sunrise to sunset. Touching a , 
woman, touching One's self voluptuously, looking at a woman luxuriously, smok- 
ing, taking snuff, smelling to perfumes or flowers, looking at anything with 
pleasure, renders the fast void, and of no merit. 
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^^jpitdmedfttnd Abe rondbUcig^Aojee itii4^re^n4 
^as sofiightfuleii^dcepeaAedthat it spread dismay |md conatemav 
tioix ia eveiy There were that day no less than nine such 

successiye shocksi Bgad they overturned most of the houses in the 
city. The earth con^nued shaking violently for fprty days and 
forty nights together^ producing every day some new damage to 

shattered buildings. Noises, voices, and groans were, now 
and then heard from underground ; and the affrighted inhabitants 
were in such a dismay, that no man in his senses had the daring- 
ness to sleep in a place shut up, or under a roof. After these 
forty days of continual shaking, the earth seemed to have settled 
indeed, but not without undergoing now and then some slighter 
commotions during the four or five months that followed. And 
commotions were yet felt, when on the first of Zilcad, it was 
determined in a grand council, that the Emperor’s camp-equipage, 
with that of the Vezir’s, should quit the environs of Ecber-abad, 
io order to march to the capital ; and that the younger brother, 
Hoss^n-aaly*qhan, who was fond of war, should with a number 
of noblemen accustomed to a camp-life, set out at the head of a 
numerous army, for an expedition into Decan. 

Whilst the preparatives for such a campaign were making, 
the tale-tellers were so busy, and the suspicions entertained of all 
the TSranians were so rooted, that Mahmed-amin-qhan’s life and 
death came again to be an object of debate. Disputes arose 
about his fate, and the differences in opinion having transpired 
abroad, became a general topic all overt he city. Matters became 
so critical that, expecting every moment an attack upon his 
person, he used to sleep in armour, and to be surrounded day 
and night by a body of TSranians devoted to his interests. 
At last, 4nd whilst extremities of the most fatal kind were ex- 
pected, both parties came to an accommodation ; and mutual 
promises, and solemn and tremendous oaths were interchanged 
with solemn asseverations of a sincerity quite distant from dis- 
guise and tre^^qn. How far all these protestations were sincere • 
on f^e part of one nf the two parties, we shall soon have occa- 
sion to see, and meanwhile we shall resume our narrative of the 
projected campaign in Decan. 

As the vanquUhed army had been almost destroyed^r /Ahe 
very few that had escaped from that field of slaughter, but which 
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did not amonnt to more than two or three thousand meoi 
the best of their way to Aalem-aaly-qhan’^S ariny in the most 
wretched condition imaginable, whilst Nizani^I-mulk employ^ 
that time of respite in repairing his artillery and camp«equ{page^ 
in providing ammunition, and in' distributing medicines to his 
wounded^ as well as in quieting the minds of the citlsonSi and 
in recruiting his troops, whose hearts he was gaining by every 
means in his power. But his main b usiness, although m secret^ 
was how to debauch and entice away Aalem->aaly«qhan^s soldiers 
and officers ; the more so, as while he was busy in debauching 
the other’s soldiers, he was losing some of his own. Anver- 
qhan, that ungrateful man who had so far fotgot all the obliga- 
tions he owed to the two brothers, as to go over to Nizatti-el- 
mulk’s party, now turned again to the other side, as if a ttngie 
treason could not have answered his turn. He wrote to Aalem- 
aaly-qhan : ** That Nizam-el-mulk was not grown so powerful as 
** that he might not be crushed by a timely diligence and a rapid 
** march, whilst he spent his time in making up medicineSi and 
in establishing contributions, an inaction which afforded a pre- 
cious opportunity which men of genius would not let slip out 
of their hands/’ This letter having been interceptedj served 
only to render the writer despicable, and to bring so much the 
nearer the punition which he deserved. 

Aalem-aaly-qhan, who had no need of such an incitetMnt« 
set out in the beginning of Ramazan, with an army of twenty- 
five thousand horse, amongst which were ten or twelve thousand 
Marhattas of the Sah8 Radjah’s, under the command of CandS*- 
behary and Sancradj-malhar. He was likewise attended by 
some commanders of character, who remembering how they 
had shed their blood more than once under Hass£in-^^-qhan*a 
command, were attached to his cause, and devoted to hia perso n 
Several other officers and persons of distinction Weire in hts army ; 
some out 6f sincere zeal, and some by a princ^e of titoe-aerviiig « 
With these troops Aalem-aaly-qhan thought himself A tot 

the enemy ; and having with some difficulty cairri^ |i!s army 
through the difficult pass of FeridapSr, which is Uihiway betmxi tl^ 
Qhandess and the Aorengabad, he encamped in th|j^||<dg^boiirliO 0 d 
of the latter city, where his Marhatta horse, fait^i^ to tb^wonte^ 
custom, spread all over the plain and plunder^ sB the yiUdges. 
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These ravages' ^gaged* Nbam-ef-mulk to Sendhflts family aad 
heavy baggageHiritiiiii the fortress of Assfr, and thcte to* meet his 
enem]^ in the field. But the river P8maf which flows at about 
sevehteeti cosses from BflrhanpSr, being then swollen by the rains, 
was likely to occasion much delay, had he not be*en extricated 
by Gh6flss-qhan. This General, who was acquainted with the 
countfy, proposed to march about eighteen cosses higher by the 
left, towards a spot which he knew to have a ford ; and to this 
they arrived sooner than expected by by-ways, which were 
pointed out by the Zemindars of the country. So that Nizam-el- 
mulk, having forded over, was already in full march towards the 
enemy, before the latter knew any thing of his approach. At 
last he received intelligence, and marched up to his antagonist, 
whilst the latter’s Marhatta horse, to be beforehand with what 
booty might be had, ran forwards, and by scouring the country 
occasioned a dearth and a scarcity in Nizam-el-mulk’s army. 

Especially as the heavy rains which were falling daily, had spoil- 
ed the roads, and the Marhatta horse were perpetually harass- 
ing him on all sides ; insomuch that it became difficult to move ; 
and here again Gh58ss-qhan was of great service. At the head 
of some thousands Of those Marhatta horse that served in Nizam- 
el-mulk’s army, he cut his way through the other freebooters, 
and was followed by that General, who found himself obliged to 
advance tiirough perpetual skirmishes ; his intention being to 
avoid a general action, until he might find a field of battle to his 
mind. Having found it at last about the town o( BalapSr, he 
prepared for a battle. So soon as the two armies had got sight 
of each odier, Aalem-aaly-qhan prepared to attack the enemy ; 
and this was the fifth of Shevval. He put his first line under 
the command of Munevver-qhan, and Ghalub-aaly-qhan, the De- 
canian, and supported their right by several corps commanded 
by Aamin-qhan, brother to Qhan-aalem, by Umer-qhan, cousin where the 

to the late DaSd-qhan-peni, and by Shimshir-qhan, Eshref-qhan, two^SsWls*^ 
and Fidvi-qhan, which last was Divan to Muntehi-qhan. That 
officer, is well as Mahmedi-beg, his brother, were two com- 
manders of consequence, renowned for their valour and military^ 
talents. His left he filled with the several corps, commanded by 
RefSfet-taajteb-qhan, and Qhadja-rahmet-qhan, andby somVother 
officers of character, to whom he added all the Marhatta cavalry, 
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with strict ii^unction not to mix their railksv 
himself took his post in the centre, where he shared his elejAant 
with Ghaiass*qhan. His artillery marched ia front surroundeii 
by ten or twelve thousand musqueteers of the Camatec, support- 
ed themselves by a number of waf-elephants, that locA^d like so* 
many mountains cased in iron. The General havitig reviewed 
his order of battle, seemed easy in his mind, and he was advanc- 
ing with a cheerful countenance, pleased to find he was going 
to an engagement likely to prove decisive. But he was but 
freshly arrived in those parts, unacquainted with the nature of 
the country, and totally unexperienced ; and* although he was 
informed that Dilaver-aaly-qhan had lost both his life and army 
by giving way to the ardour of his temper, which had carried him 
headlong into an ambuscade, of which, with little more pre- 
caution, he might have got timely intelligence, nevertheless, he 
fell himself headlong in the same snare, where, after exhibiting 
prodigies of valour and activity, he saw his sweet life crapped up 
in the very flower of his youth. The truth of the matter is, that 
he was under the actual impulse of fate, and that 

** By no scheme and by no contrivance is one’s destiny to be escaped; 

Be it by a hoaiy old man or by an unexperienced yotdJi*” 

On the morning of the sixth of the month, Aalemi>aalp>qhah, sur- 
rounded by thirty or forty commanders, all mounted on elephants,, 
marched to the enemy with a blind’ security, which history can 
neither conceal nor dissemble. 

Nizam-el-mulk, on his side, gave the command^ his first line* 
to the brave Merhamet-qhan, and to make a trial oPhisson, GhaSEi- 
eddin-qhan’s fortune, he joined him to that tenowned officer. 
Abdol-rahim^qhan, Raiet-qhan, Saad-eddin-qhan, Darab-qhan, and 
CamVab-qhan, and YnaYet-qhan, all at the head of tfim^troops, were 
distributed in his right and left wings, together with those corps 
commanded by Cadyr-dad-qhan, Ahtisass-qhan, and RohoUah- 
q^an, and Dilir-qhan, and Anver-qhan. To those tiMps he added 
all the RadjpSts commanded by some Radjsfas; and aH those 
brought by some commanders, highly discontented vritb the two 
bsotfaers, as well as fond'of warand battle. H imsrfPtook hispobb 
in the centre, with GhdSss-qhan at his side. As^to the troops 
brought by some Zemindars, at well as some thontbdhdfi of Marfaatte 
cavalry, he thought it better to leave them in his camp under 



iBeii orders to secure his camp agakist:*^ 

e^emgr^s Moxhf;^ 4ie had a numerous ajtilleiy, wbioh 

had heeii yast|y augmented by lvhatlie drew from the fQi:tress4:rf 
Assfl: and JBSrban^Srr but especially by that whole train which 
he had iound after his late victory. *All this .he»placed in his 
fiosit» in fuH view of the enemy; but as soon as it became dark, 
he aent gre^ part of it to the left and right, where it was con- 
cealed bye. bushy ground from the enemy’s sight, and ranged with 
skiU by men of tned valour and abilities. All these were loaded with 
ehunrah or small ball^ and intermixed with swivels, walhpieces 
and sockets, stationed by his own particular direction. Hekad 
hard^ done, when Aalem-aaly-qhan’s army was seen in motion ; 
and itlie action commenced by the forlorn hope, consisting of ten 
or twelve thoueand .horse, which under the command of Munev- 
ver-qhaii ^pushed ior the enemy’s artillery. But upon the first 
discharge he was slain together with some of the bravest of his 
men, who were allirom Barr, or from Decan. On sight of this, 
the hrrt 4ine^ Nizam -el-mulk’s, which was mostly composed of 
Moghuls, charged ^he enemy’s line, which they threw instantly 
into confusion; and this being reported to Aalem-aaly-qhan, he 
took a number of choice troops, and marched in haste to repair 
tile disorder which he now perceived in his centre ; and here the 
battle growing warm, Aalem-aaly-qhan, who was the foremost in 
every attack^ overthrew the enemy, confounded their ranks, and 
made them lose ground. Flushed with this success, he pushed 
on with ardour, but without the least caution. The enemy was 
fedling ’hack, Aalmxi-aaly-qhan was pursuing, and both parties 
were drawing nearer and nearer to that fatal spot, where such an 
infinity of fire-mouths were concealed. All this artillery was 
tmiler ihe management of a body of tried men, personally inimical 
two Seids ; and fire being given to it, all those guns loaded 
vrftii grape, and all those swivels and rockets, vrent off at one 
gad jtbe aai^e.time, and gave an image of the Day of Judgment. 
The ann’o light was 'darkened by the smoke, and the day was 
. iatoji^ght. When it cleared up a little, Munewer-^han, 
Ihe, of ; Ae v^, with Ghalub-qhan, and Shinishir.qhaJ!i, 

and .Qhadja-rahmet.qhan, and Muntehi-ql^ui, 
.«94|iiailimci^be^Ki«ithmvABtfHimber-of the bmvest commanilic^ 
and . soldiers were seen dead, or sprawling in their own Mood. 
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The best and greatest part of the cavalry wasdestroyedj^.erdM*^' 
abled» But ^is did not discourage Aaleih-aaly^qhan ; althMgii 
wounded, he made a stand, and tallied rouiuf his person a ^umv 
ber of veteran soldiers, all accustomed to b^tle, all ready to 
part with their blood in liis cause, and all capable to face so many 
lions in a wilderness. With these he kept on advancing, when 
he was stopped by Yqhtisass-(}han, and by YnaXeUqhan, who had 
just been wounded in the eye by an arrow, as well as by num** 
bers who could not help admiring the valour of that young hero. 
And here commenced a long and bloody contest^ which could, not 
be ended but by Yqhtisass-qhan’s joining Aalem-aaly-qhan, and 
cutting off one of his arms at one blow. This wound having dis* 
abled him, he was overpowered by some of the bravest of the 
enemies, and slain on the spot, together with nineteen other 
commanders of character, and the greatest part of that brave 
body that had kept pace with him. The young S€id cheerfully 
parted with all his blood, and with a face glowing with victory, 
he went to join his holy and valiant ancestors. (140) Sanciadji, 
the Marhatta commander, who followed next to Aalem-aaly^qhan 
with a number of the bravest of his nation, was wounded and 
taken prisoner, as was his brave troops. 

Whilst such a scene of slaughter occupied every one, Omer^ 
qhan, brother to the late Da8d-qhan-peni, and Aamin-qhan, brother 
to Qhan-aalem, two commanders who had treacherous^ taken 
service with Aalem-aaly-qhan, availing themselves of the general 
confusion, seized on three or four elephants, and on three or four 
lacs of rupei^s, and slyly parted with the field of battle, as they 
thought, but as they really did, with their own honour, and 
character. Wheeling round with a number of troops as treacher- 
ous as themselves, they went to surrender to Nisam-el-mulk. 
That General ordered the enemy’s artillery, militaiy chest, camp- 
equipage, and whatever belonged to the comiHandem slain in 

(140) He was a Seid, and, of course, descended from A^^Smamed by the 
Sbyahs, the King of Braves. But in general, all the saints of aiipie|i|ds^.amoa8St 
the Mahometan, were to a man very pious as well as istospid. 7 ^os would 

unwarlike saints be liked by the Mussulmen. So that a certsio ChsMsaaslat* who 
having scooped to himself a cloak of free-stone^ with which ho^siwtd too aboqt 
in the sun, would not make a fortune aOiongst them even to-dlQri ito mece lhaii.ho 
who perched on the top of a lofty column, as well as he who fo i ftmd himsdlrlo be 
eaten up by vermin, in order, as he said, to gain heaven... ^ 



to. bc! Jdiei^mk'^ liis iMds, «8 mochvof ^st teast'asieoirikl 
esfa|»e a general plunder. -It -was observed in this -^ecOnd 
as been already in the formdk-, that the victor's- troops suSered 

solittief 'that not« man . of character was slain amongi^, them, 
smd diat. ht^ had hardly any wounded. Some citizens and some' 
officers, whowere of thenumber, were soon cured with the unguent 
of'his liberal^^^md the cerate of his encomiums and favours. 

. 'When -intdligence of this disaster was brought to the two 
brothers, it tlureW tiiem into a state which it would be difficult to 
dracrRm; especially the younger, who from his deep sense, of 
such .a reverse of fortune, was consuming inwardly by grief and 
impatience ; and he really suffered the agonies of death, when- 
ever he reflected that his consort and family were yet in Decan. 
Fortimately for shim, in a few days more, he received intelligence 
that, before Nizam-er-mulk’s approach to Aorengabad, the Gov- 
ernor of Dd 81 et-abad,( 141) although ill used by the two S€ids, and 
very dissatisfied mth their proceedings, had had the generousity to 
receive that forlorn family with all their dependants and effects 
within that strong fortres|. What is singular in that Governor is, 
that he was actually upon ill terms with the very man to whose 
consort and children he was affording all the assistance and. all 
the oonveniencies in his power. In a word, he took an ample 
revenge of the'two SSids, by conferring upon them an important 
bene& at a most critical time. 

• ^^Torielvra evil for evil is sometimes a very easy matter ; 

. '* fUtum good for evil, if thou be a man/' 

Hoss§in^aIy*qhanj on hearing such a comforting pipce of news, 
recollected hits wonted firmness, and became easy in his mind ; 
altl^oujph he heard at the same time that Mubaruz-qhan, Gov- 
ernor of the kingdom of Halderabad, as well as Dilaver-aaly-qhan, 

I>d8tefc*abaid» like GSaliar, and Gandi-cotta, and so many other fortresses 
in. ,h(^ advantage which have Gibraltar and Malta all over the 

vrorld.. Tb^ are laattackable. DdSlet-abad occupies a mountain divided in three 
eadehlM one dbove hitother, to none of which there is any access bnt by a sub- 
tirfesUMOtts panngadBt la the roeki which by a ladder and a grate of iron enables a 
maa to get latO ^akeay-^-eaceiate above. The lowpr one is within, level with 
fii4 edpanBiit; ills eecarped to the height of a hundred feet ; and thiafright- 
Ini ftejpwt ',li dfllkadiMl t^a Ir^htful fosse, sixty or a hundred f^ deep, full as 
mdek'^fd kieadth, sM toeitiitag with alligators. The.whole mountain is cut into 
mOlmtiiiftuui lipanffmirntil for thn prriinn. nmT for Itnmrmir stores of water and 
j^royWoa, aadMItbatteboflBk^pfOof 'msweUaa^m^a-pco^ 
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his hrsliherriaJaw^ had both qoktod this party, aad |pBpe. 9 y(|r. 4 i» 
Nizajn-olomu)]ci to whom they caraed.a body of seven vt. 
thousand hoirse* . 

The newsitom Decan becoming evetyday ii|ore.aeiftous,ithe.. 
two brothers .held frequent councils together on the subject ; and 
after much examination and debate, itwasntllastdetermined-that 
Abdollah>qhan, who was the Emperor*S'depaty by his office, should 
mardi to the capital, .in order tooverawe it into subouasien and 
quietness; but that floss€ia-aaly->qhan should. march widsthat 
Prince in Decan at the head of a numerous army. This lesolnticm 
having been several times examined and confirmed, the Viceroy 
turned bis whole attention towards making great addithnato his 
army and to his artillery. With that view he dispatched Sfiid* 
mahmed-qhan with .money and ietters of array to the brave in- 
hid»itants of Barr, and to the A%hans who lived beyond tfaeas, whose 
bravest commanders he invited over to his service ; and he was 
so well served, that in a little time he saw himself at the head of 
fifty thousand horse. He had the Imperial guards besides, and a 
number of Radjas with their RadjpSts and he was followed by 
an infinity of persons of distinction, who went as -volunteers, 
desirous to signalise themselves under such a commander. Jlis 
train of aFtlllery was composed of such large cannon, tiiat it 
seemed intended for shaking the earth on its foundations; audit 
was under the care of a numerous body of musqueteers formed 
by himself, whose unerring balls seemed to be so many expresses 
dispatched by fate. Ail this army having been reviewed about 
the end of 'Shewal, Hossein-aaly-qhan sent his equipage upon 
the high road of Decan, and that same day be .advanced with the 
Emperor at two cosses distance from E)cber-abad. But as the 
last hour which was allowed him by his destii^ was at hand, he 
became guilty of several improper proce ed ings, which cannot be 
ascribed to any thing else, but to the imperiousness of fate. He 
took from SSid>qhan>djeban the office of Gn^^ai^cr of the 
artillery, and gave it to HaTder-c81y-qhan, an office of tbe.irtmost 
importance, and which always involved the diaposirt S^>er- 

Dr’s honsehold, family, and even penOh. days more 
having been spent in that encampment, it wsm Ihe Of the 
next month of Slcaad, when the ;6lDperpr, gwiltl^g the Imperial 
residence of EcberHRbad, advanced 4hvec oosse8 on the ri^-of 
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<» presencei 

wnsi aM t^ A d ed by the Vezir AbdoHlBJi-qluat, who o waited oiiljr 
for St propen oppoctsilniiy to taks hie leave, and to co mmence hSa 
jourit^ towards the cmpital for as the annivetoary ot the Em^ 
peror^a coronation was at hand, and fell on the fifteenth, he waet^ 
ed to aimst at the cc^efOomes and rejoicing^ tmual on'^ Aat; occa- 
siOA^.and then omly tocommence his jourae3F.(.i43.) Hoss€m-tely*^ 
qUan-^ 6 b$ected^ to so much delay, and he engaged the Emperofr 
to dismiss the Vezir more ftarly, after which he decamped himself, 
with' the Emperor;* and om tbo fourteenth, he had marched one- 
full Stage more; to atop ah Fateh-poor, at which town he spent 
three or four do^ th'rejtneifigs for the anniversary of the EmpOr*-- 
or’S' coronatiom' These being over, be thought only of marcb^ 
ing by>' long stages to Decan« But his brother, Abdonah-qhan^, 
remained in the same spot two or three days more wkb Hamed^ 
cpian, uncle to Nizam-el-multe, and some other lords that had 
neither wing^ nor feathers, such: as, Ghaci-eddin-qhan, Ghalu 1 >*> 
qhan^iand many others. After this stay, the reason of which no 
one could guess, he set out for the capital, . and in the road was 
met' by Mzdmied-qhan-baingash, the Afghan ; who not satisfied 
with some! lacks of rupees which he had touched from^ Hoss^n-* 
aaly-qban, under pronlise of following him with his body of national 
troops, protested a want, of money, and got. fifty thousand rupeea 
more froniv die Vestr. The latter continued his march to the 
capitaUfr whilst his brotoas was intent on marching into Decan; 

The Vezih continuing to advance, was at two-short journeys 
from the capitai, Wbenrbe received intelligence that* his brother 


(t4S) sleWM». of motion and tho-. amallnoss of these stages are in the 

noHbna of ttolflidiaiia a- imtr of the^ state that must attend a great man, together 
with an Immenae retinue, .that keefisthe master involved in » perpetual cloud of 
dust. But all these. notions have been overturned by the English conquerors, who, 
trayelting by ttod with no retinue at all, and 'with all the expedition possible, have 
taught the Ihd&ittv td* enjdy an aanbaphere firee hrom dust, and even to travel fn* 
pom: ' 

Okw of ttoiaijmnmonlas co n s i st s in^weighing the Emperor's persoii.|a,a. 
pair lyf- gpldea> sealea* against^ a quantity of articles, which being so dissimilar to. 
each other, must have fKMtne meaning or some intention concealed under these ap* 
pearanees.' TiSrese articles are gold, quicksilver, artificial perftones, mnskr, Vififbf'of 
s(£^^ ilitoxltotlng^ dlpegtt, (sdofi as opium, tong, to., to.) several kifidh of grah^ 
barlhy, riee, hadjraw/dal, to., to., salt, hoHed l tottoi irooi. to. 
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had been kiHec^ together with his younger brothefi NSFrOddiilM 
aaly-qhaiii and his nephew, GhaTret-qhan. . This intelligence wfl^ 
contained in a short note brought by a dromedary courier, which 
Ratan-chund had hurried away on the first tumult. Atid here 
is a detail of^his event. 

As the Emperor was a mere cipher in his piyn ddminions, 
his situation set daggers in the hearts of some nobles', and lords 
of the old court of ASreng-zib’s, such as, Nizam-el-mulk,^ Makmed* 
aamin-qhan, and several others, who beheld with iindignat^ die 
enormous power of the two brothers, and were perpetually te- 
volving in their minds the various means by which they be 
delivered from a boundless influence, so injurious to the Imperial 
family, and so capable to eclipse them with every one of their 
party. Mahmed-aamin-qhan, although narrowly watched, had* 
found means to say a few words of Turkish to the Empetor,. both 
to obtain his consent, and to put him upon his guard and this 
consent having been imparted to Nizam-el-mulk, it put him^upon 
asserting his own independence and upon wresting all the Decan 
from the two brothers ; and it is to these intrigues at court, and 
to that General’s exertions in the field, that Dilaver-aaly-qhan 
and Aalem-aaly-qhan owed their misfortune, although after all, 
it cannot be denied but that the whole did happen by the , im- 
mediate impulse of an unavoidable destiny. For Mahmed-aamin-^ 
qhan, who saw that the Viceroy was bent on the destruction of 
of his confederate, Nizam-el-mulk, and who suspected that the 
latter was not a match for his adversary, concluded that hb ruin 
would be followed by his own downfall and that of all the TS- 
ranians. Impressed with such ideas, he was watching day and 
night with his confederates for a favourable opportunky of foiling 
at once upon Hoss§in-aaly-qhan, and of making an end of him. 
But it must not be believed that they would have raised thbir 
views so high, had they not been assured of a vigorops supjm^rf . 
qSn***^" by a powerful party; and this they were augmenting ev4U^;day<t. 

Hie first person they thought of acquiring, was S€sd#mahmod- 
aamin, better known under the name of SaadstMqhan, 
bom at NishapSr, in Qhorassan. This main’s fi^f riise in 
world was by appearing as Colonel or Hez^. in cojqis .of ^ 
of Musqueteer guards called Vala-shahies. b WM in FerolMyorV^^ 
time. Some time after, he was promoted to the Fojdaty of 
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ttendoii'btan^ bii6 of the principial and most refractory distilcta' 
of ' the provincie' of Ecber-ahad., It was here he *hrst gave a' 
specimen df hiis vatbur and abilities. With a few troops which 
he obtasnred f^bm the Vezir Abdollah, and a few more which he 
added of his own« he found means to bring that whole country 
under order and control ; and this service having produced him' 
an augmentation of five hundred horse to his military grade, he 
henceforward became known at Court, where he bore the char- 
acter ofi a resolute man and an able commander ; and he was 
now come tb camp to carry some points of his own. Mahmed- 
aamin-qhan, finding by his looks that he was exactly cut out for 
his purpose, insinuated himself so artfully into his mind, that 
he became henceforward his bosom companion, and the deposi- 
tary of all his secrets ; and as this association had been greatly 
facilitated by their being both Moghuls, (144) they cast their eyes 
upon a third Moghul, a man altogether fit for their purpose. This 
was Mir-haTder-qhan, a Djagatai Calmuc,(i45) of Cashghar, in 
TSran, whose family enjoying these many years the office of 
sword-bearer, or Mir-shimshir, to the Prince of that northern 
country, had assumed the appellation of Mirs or Miranies. He 
was sounded by the two confederates ; and Mir-haider, who was 
a man of an intrepid daring temper, whom no danger could appal, 
accepted the proposal, not only out of a principle of ambition, 
but also out of a religious zeal, he being as zealous a Sunny, as 
the Viceroy was a zealous Shyah. He even took upon himself the 
task of dispatching him with his own hand, a desperate attempt that 
had never entered the head of a man in his sober senses. These 
three resolute men being closely knit together by a conformity of 
characters and a similisurity of views, were examining amongst 


* (144) It has bees already pbserved that all stran^^ers of a fair complexion are 
called Moahula in India : a mistake arising from that infinity of Iranians or Persians 
which w ere in the Moghul-army, that invaded India under Djenghis-qhan and under 
Tamef^laa^’S so that the Indians, who till then had no other name for all the north- 
ern' pe<n^le but 4 hat of Turk, which they pronounced T8rk, took them to be all of 
the flpBif sud have eiaoe given theme the appellation of Moghuls, sometimes- 

distinguishing them into Idoghuls, TSranian and Iranian. The Tusks that inhabit 
to-day that part of the Roman Empire known to the Asiatics, are called RSmis or 
Rotdis i an appellaton which the Turks themselves give to those inhabiting Romania 
and'-Anntofy/ - *)nbe Europeans, are all called Prenghls or French. 

(145) Tamer-lang as Urell as Djengis-qban were of the Djag&ti tribe. 

26 




176 THE SEIR 

themselves who should give the first blow/ and in what hitan^er if 
and having fdr this purpose applied to the Coraui the sort fell 
Mir^haider, that man unworthy of living either in this wbrld or ‘ 
the other. This man without susp^ecting how near he. was to his 
own end, framed a petition full of complaints . against Mahmed- 
aamin-qhan ; and to present it, he took for his pairtner a country- 
man of his, who was his particular friend, and whom he knew to 
be as stout and as daring as himself. It was on a Tuesday, which 
fell on the sixth of Zilhidj, in the year 1132 of the Hejrah.. The 
army was encamped at fifty cosses south of Ecber-abad,' and the 
Emperor was just alighting to get into his quarters. This>moihent 
having been seized by Mahmed-aamin-qhan, to drop a few Turkish 
w;ords, by which he advised him to be ready and upon his guard, 
he made his bow, and retired to the quarters of Haider-c 81 y-qhan,; 
who was one of the principal conspirators. As he was retiring, 
the Viceroy advanced, and having accompanied the Emperor as 
far as the first entrance of the Ladies enclosure, where be saw 
him enter, he withdrew*, and took the road of his own quarters, 
which being in the vanguard, could not be at less than one cosse 
distance. As he was approaching the outlet of the Imperial 
paling, called Calal-para, Mir-haTder, who had availed himself of 
a rising ground to shew himself from afar, and to make his. 
l^ow, raised his petition as high as he could; but the ^chopdars, 
and slave-guards having forbidden his approaching nearer, fate,' 
unavoidable fate, put it into the Viceroy’s mind to becon to the' 
man, and to command his people to let him draw nearer. Mir-’ 
haider having augured well of this extraordinary condescendence, 
drew close, presented his petition, and as the Viceroy’s paleki 
was going on, he went on likewise, holding, as it is usual on- 
those occasions, the foot of that carriage with one hand, (146) 
whilst he gesticulated with the other, in explaining the objects of 
his complaints. But the moment he saw his attention engaged 
by the contents of the petition, he drew his poniard, ^ve 
that valorous innocent S^id such a violent stab, as threw Uin oh; 
the opposite side of the paleki, where he expired without a ^oan, 
and in an instant put on the crown of martyrdbfh. ' But even in 

falling on the opposite side, he gave his murderer a violent kick 
— ■ - ■■■ - - ' — ' ■ 
<146) The paleki being a kind of bed, reposes upon four or eight feet, sboat' 
eight inches in height. 
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Utf which overset thd paleki, but the body fell motion- 

-ie^s bn ilie ^ound. , N8r-oIlah-qhan/a relation of the Viceroy's, 
>was likewise marching -on foot^ and holding thepaleki likewise ; 
*but oh seeing the blow, he drew his sabre, and felled the murderer 
^to the^ground, and was himself felled down by thje Moghul, or 
second partner, who was himself collared and killed by Mir- 
imushref, who although grievously wounded in the scuffle, found 
•means to escape alive. From that moment a promiscuous slaughter 
took place round the paleki ; but numbers of Moghuls arriving 
^one^after another, the ground was cleared, and both the heads of 
HossSin-aally-qhan, and N8r-ollah-qhan, being severed from their 
bodies, were carried to the Emperor's quarters. This sight made 
so deep an impression on the eunuch MacbSl, superintendent of 
the Viceroy's seraglio, that assuming courage from his very des- 
pair, he drew his sabre, attacked the Moghuls vigorously, and 
received several wounds of which he died three or four days 
‘ after. Whilst so much noble blood was streaming round Hossein- 
aaly-qhan's body, his head-water bearer and head-scavenger, 
.'taking to their sabres andbuclers, ran with all their might towards 
• the Imperial paling ; and throwing themselves headlong amongst 
the bodyguards, they cut their way towards the Emperor as far 
^as the part called Tesbigh-qhana, where they were hacked to 
. pieces, or, as .some others say, hewed down by Saadet-qhan, who 
'.barred the passage with his body. A troop of resolute nien, 
^attached to Mohcum-sing, Divan of the murdered Viceroy, having, 
on the very first tumult, run with drawn sabres as far as the 
Calal-para, through which many of them cut their way as far as 
fthe main tent of audience, fought valiantly; and although they 
Jwere mostly wounded, they cut their way back on hearing that 
their master could not recover. As for Hossein-aaly-qhan's 
. musqueteers, who had already commenced firing, they were soon 
silenced, or they dispersed of themselves, on hearing that all was 
. over. 

tThe ne^s of Hossein-aaly-qhan's death was directly carried 
: to.Gh^ret-qhan, his nephew, who was actually in camp. That 
valorous young man, without calling up his troops, or bringing 
, up his artillery, or even giving himself time to assemble his friends 
. about his person, .without sending word, or waiting until they 
should come, directly quitted the meal be was taking,. and having 


A furious 
combat about 
his bo^. 
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wiped his mouth and hands with a hajM3kerchief|(i47) lie mounted 
his elephant, and without uttering a word» he advanced to. fight 
himself against the Emperor and all the murderers of his uncle. 
With about three thousand horse and foot that joined him troop 
by troop by the way, he rushed ^on the enemy with a fury wfa&rii. 
can be compared to nothing but to the rapidity of lightning, or 
to the. fury of a storm. Whilst he was advancing, Saadet-qhan, 
and Mahmed-aamin-qhan with Haider-c81y-qhan, seiisilde of the 
Emperor’s danger, had rushed headlong amongst a number of 
enemies that had penetrated as far as the women’s enceinte,, and 
were thronging and barring the very entrance ; and having cleared 
the passage by mere bodily strength and a vigorous execution, 
they called on the Emperor to shew himself. But the Emperor 
was actually held body to body by his mother, and entangled 
amongst a crowd of women that had seized on his person. Saadet- 
qhan, sensible of the importance of the moment, and how little 
rules of etiquette deserved then his attention, had the boldness to 
rush beyond the door, and having entreated the Emperor to shew 
himself at the head of a number of faithful servants ready to shed 
their blood in his cause, seized his hand, and having by mere 
strength of body disengaged him from the women, he brought 
him out to Mahmed-aamin-qhan, who mounted him upon his 
elephant, and took his post in the qhavvas behind, to protect his 
person. As it was customary for the Emperor’s guards and for 
some other corps to assemble early at the entrance of the Imperial 
enceinte ; and they had hastened thither that day earlier than 
usual, whilst some troops of Moghuls were hastening towards 
Saadet-qhan, and some others were joining Mahmed-aamin-qhan 
by detached bands ; the Emperor at once appeared surrounded 
by a respectable body of men. But still his danger had been great, 
but for Haider-c81i-qhan’s activity, who sensible that some such 
emergency was at hand, had had the foresight to exercise every 
day the troops of the artillery, whose hearts he had been gaining 

(147) Amongst the Asiatics, the Turks wash their hands before sittliig at table. 
They have atowel, and wash again with soap after their meal. But tha ipdUuiSk and 
Persians wash before meal— have no towel— and wash again after meal, witli some 
flour made of pulse, which answers all the purposes of soap. Ghairet-qlian’s eager^ 
ness was sncb, that he did not give himself time to call for water ami floor, but laid 
hold of a white handkerchief, where lay his penknife, and his watch, or some such 
thing, and wiped his mouth with it. 
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all tin# wUIe by hb liberality ; insomach tbat on the first report 
Of the tumult, he had marehed up to the Bmpeipr’s quarters ; 
and whilst Glm.Iket<«qhaA was advncing on one hand with a con- 
fused disotderiy body of men, he was marching up on the other 
with a steady pace, and a numerous troop marshalled in order, 
with'Which he surrounded the Emperor's person, forming without 
his own circle another circle of field-pieces and war-elephants, 

This once done, he went up to a body of his own horse, and the Emperor’s 

advanced to the charge, himself the foremost. It was high 

time. A battle, as terrible as the Day of Judgment, had already 

commenced. Ghalret-qhan, who had come with all the fury of a commanded 

hungrylion, or a famished tiger, was broiling like incense upon the 

fire of impatience. His eagerness did not give him time to take 

breath, so little was he apprehensive that all his eagerness would 

only serve to precipitate him into the abyss of eternity. He had 

resigned his own life, and was ready to part with it, if he could 

but revenge his uncle’s murder, and close with the Emperor’s 

person, or those of Mahmed-aamin-qhan, and Haider-c81i-qhan. 

The cannon and musquetry of this General accustomed long ago 
to order, were already firing with a steady hand, and already 
balls were raining as thick as it had been a storm of hail. The 
two adverse parties were engaging with so much fury, that nothing 
was heard but the groans of the dying, and the cries ol—have ai 
you. For by this time the Lords of the Emperor’s party were 
flocking from all parts round his person ; and Ghairet-qhan’s 
troops were likewise hastening to their Lord’s assistance. So 
that the two parties, which had now assumed the appearance of 
complete armies, were already come to hand-blows, and engaging 
body to body. In'a little time Ghairet-qhan had advanced so near 
HaTder-c81i-qhan that he had shot an arrow at him, which sunk 
' with so much violence in the latter’s bow, that it required after- 
ivards a great force to extract it. This was no sooner seen by 
Saadet-qhan, and Camer-eddin-qhan, than they ran to his assist- 
ance, and performed exploits worthy of their attachment to the 
Emperor. This Prince himself was incessantly filling his bow, 
and shooting arrows on all sides. Whilst the two parties were 
solely intent on each (Hher’s destruction, the sharpers and robbers 
of both sidesi avmling themselves of the confusion, fell on Hossfim- 
aaly-qhan’s quarters, set them on fire as well as all the tents of his 
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body of S8ads ; and whilst the seivantis were busy in putting: out 
the fire, they plundered out of the Viceroy's tentSi moneyj and 
jewels to the amount of several corotes. It was at such a timo that 
QhanddSran arrived to the Emperor's assistance#. The action 
seemed then, inclining to one side. GhaTret-c^hMy enfeebled 
already by two wounds^ now received a third. He shot dead 
with a niusquet-ball by an Habeshinian who sat in the qhavvas 
behind H'aider-c81i-qhan ; and the young SSid, without uttering 
a groan, went to sit close to, and to wait upon, his glorious 
ancestor, the Doctor Aaly, the Prince of the pious, (on whom be 
grace and mercy for ever ! ) All this while the Viceroy's baggage 
had been plundered leisurely, and there remained but litde of it 
to be secured for the Emperor's use. 

The victory being now secured, Haider^81i-qhan sent word 
to Mohcum-sing, Prime Minister or Divan to Hossein-aaly«qhan, 
that he advised him to pay his homage to the Emperor, as that 
Prince had ordered that his life and property should be spared. 
He came, and on his making his bow, the Emperor forgave the 
errors of his past conduct, and augmented his military grade to 
six thousand horse. Word was also sent to Ratan-chund, but as 
from that General himself, that he might come and be safe. But 
Ratan-chund, who knew how much he was detested, made haste 
to dispatch a dromedary courier to Abdollah-qban, as we . have 
already said, and getting into his paleki, he was hastening to 
his own quarters. But he was soon stopped by some Moghuls 
as well as by crowds of mob, who, incensed this long while at his 
violent beha^ iour and at his oppressions, flew at him,* and having 
torn him from his paleki, they gave him a severe beating, and 
dragged him stark naked to Mahmed-aamin-qhan's quarters, who 
immediately ordered him some clothes, but sent him into confine- 
ment with a chain at his feet. Rai*-seromendass, agent-generaP 
to Abdollah-qhan, was more lucky. Observing how matters went, 
he shaved his beard and whiskers, changed his apparel, and whilst 
his baggage was pillaging, he went like a thief into his own tent^ 
took some jewels, and retired successively to the quarters of some 
trusty friends, who successively found means to cpnce^him. At 
last he made his escape good to Abdollah-qhan, his master. But 
Mir-aaly-qhan did not meet with so much good luck. He was a 
servant attached thia. long while to Hoss€in-aaly^qhan, who sot so 
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'ilj» sMrviMs^ that he 'haid irafsed him to’ some 
oilices ^ually liict^ve and honourable, j^uch aS that of Diagh- 
tes^uya ;(i 48 )' and he' in acknowledgment for those favours had 
now approvedhimself a worthy brave companion of Cbalret-qhan’s. 
He was now plundered as well as others, and sent intd confinement, 
after having been respected for three days together by that same, 
populace, that had proved so licentious with others. Mir-mushreff 
who had cut so conspicuous a figure, when HossSin-aaly-qhan was. 
murdered, was now offered offices, and even money. But he 
thought it incumbent upon him to decline both, and he retired to, 
his house, where he lived for a long while unthought of and in 
obscurity ; when the Emperor, of his own motion, sent for him and 
took him in his own service. 

As to the three corpses of Hossein-aaly-qhan, N8r-eddin- 
aaly-qhan, and GhaYret-qhan, they were wrapped up in cloth of 
gold by Mahmed-aamin-qhan’s order, and decently put into coffins, 
that nobleman intending thereby to screen himself from the 
reproaches of the public. He even went to the place where they” 
lay in state, made his devotions at the foot of them, performed 
the usual rites, and said aloud : Here lies three valorous Lions 
asleep. After this he ordered the three coffins to be taken up 
and carried to the family monument at Adjmir, where lies buried 
the great Abdollah-qhan, alias Mia-qhan, the founder of that 
family. Doubtless, the intention of the gold cloth and other costly 
ornaments was to excite by the way the cupidity of the banditti 
and highwaymen, who by plundering the whole, and committing 
a variety of indecencies, might render the procession ridiculous ; 
but if such was his idea, he was disappointed. Wherever the 
coffins were descried from afar, people of all ranks would flock 
Ao them, and out of a respectful regard, would accompany them 
a great way; and it was with such a cortege they arrived at 
Adjmir, where they w;ere deposed in the family monument. 

** The world* O my eon. Is no permanent property t 
Never rapect that it can abide for ever in the same place. 


(14S) The horses o^ the cavalry bein^ numbered, described, and registered, are 
also marked With a hot iron upon the thigh (for the trooper finds himself in horee,. 
as well as clothes, aocoutrementa, arms, and victuals) for fear of counterfeits* Hfsm 
the . necessity and importance of such a sister, and of such a mark ; the Uitter 
being called a Dagh-tessuya, produces a great perquisite. 
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** Have you not seen the moriAng and cn^oiing of all Solelman's powev (od 
whom be peace I) (1*49) 

** And has not his Empire gone to wreek as well as so many others P 
Did you not see that he went to wreck himself at last ? 

** Happy I that he could carry with him the merits of his wisdom and justice 1 ** 

Thanks be to God Almightyi that these^ two qualifications 
have confessedly shined in Hossein-aaly-qhan’s character ; and it 
appears from authentic memoirs and unquestionable testimonies 
that what befell Feroh-S 3 air and some others of his enemieSi was 
of his and their own seeking, and had never taken place but 
in his own defence. And, indeed, where is the man that would 
not strive for the conservation of his life and honour? It is un« 
heard of to this day that any man of the world should have ever 
parted with either, whilst he had power to defend them. It may 
\ even be said that few men have been found of a standard so free 
ifrom alloy, as to have laid down their lives and honour in the 
cause of God and of his Messenger, although a total dereliction 
jbf either or of both is in such a mighty case, of divine obligation, 
And never fails to produce in the other world the highest degree 
of happiness and glory. Whereas the like dereliction in the cause 
of our own species, is far from producing such a glorious return. 
An^ how shall it be believed that it can whilst the many important 
services rendered Feroh-syur by these two brothers at the ex- 
pense of so much blood and property, were no better rewarded 
than by his perpetually endeavouring to make them fall a sacri- 
fice to such vile reprobate men as an Emir-djemlah and an Yticad- 
qhan — ^the nv3st contemptible and most profligate wretches that 
ever disgraced a Court. 

The victor’s lenity was never so conspicuous as in his con- 
descendence towards those persons attached to the S£ids. Assed- 
ollah-qhan, better known under the name of Navvab Evliah, a 
son to Hos86in-ally-qhan’s aunt, having lost all hi^ effects in this 
general confusion, as well as his credit and influence, obtained 
leave to quit the Court, and he went in pilgrimage to the house 
of God in the glorious Mecca. Gholam-aaly-qhan, who had the 
merit of having been one of those that went to fetch the 3 roung 
Emperor from Selimgur-castle, and on that account had been 
spared both in his honour and property, no sooner saw himself at 


<149) SoleTman, Ebu D&Sd. Solomon, son of David. 
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full liberty, than he made his escape to AbdoUah-qhan. Nusret- 
yar-qhaiii one of the principal Seids of Barr> who although much 
dissatisfied with Abdollah-qhaAi had had the generosity to march 
to his brother's assistance at the head of his body of horse, and 
was already at three cosses distance, finding on his arrival that 
all was over, applied to QhandoSran with whom he had^n inter- 
course of friendship and civilities ; and he was sent for by that 
nobleman who presented him to the Kmperor. On his paying 
his obeisance, he was raised to the grade of five thousand horse, 
with an addition of two thousand more, to his command. This 
favour seemed to serve as a signal for bringing forwards a variety of 
promotion. Mahmed-aamin-qhan, who enjoyed already the grade 
of eight thousand horse, was complimented with the effectual 
command of so many troopers at two horses each, presented with 
a donative of two corors and-a-half of Dams, (150) and decorated 
with the dignity of Supreme Minister, under the title and style 
of Vezir-el-memalic, Zaafer-djung.( 1 51) The office of Paymaster- 
General was given to QhandoSran, together with the grade of 
eight thousand horse, and the f^itle of Emir-ul-umera, that is. 
Prince of Princes. Camer-eddin-khan, son to the actual Vezir, 
was invested with the second Paymastership, and the superin- 
tendence of the Bathing-place, which implies the private apart- 
ments. He was also complimented with some other offices, and 
promoted to the command of five thousand horse, with the grade 
of seven. Haider-cSly-qhan, who had cut so conspicuous a figure, 
was promoted to the same grade, with the effectual command of 
six thousand troopers at one and two horses each ; hnd he receiv- 
ed besides the title of Nasser-djung, that is, Succourer in battles. 
Saadet-qhan was promoted to the grade and command of five 
thousand horse, and complimented with the title of Bahadyr or 
Valiant, and with a nagarah or a large kettle-drum of command. 
Zaafer-qhan had also a share in the Imperial favour. In one word, 
no one of the Emperor's friends, ancient or recent, were forgotten, 
and every one was rewarded in offices, dignities, and employ- 
ments, as his merits pointed out, or as he had interest at Court. 

(159) A Dam or Peissa has a variety of values in the market, bein|r a very 
thick copper coin ; but in the Exchequer accounts, it is always the fortieth part 
of a rupee. 

(151) Victorioua in battles. 
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Abdollah-qhan had advanced libout forty cosaes, and he 
already at two^hort journeys from the capitali when he received 
that note which Ratan-chund had h\irried away on the veiy first 
tumult — ^that mournful note which darkened thd light of the day 
for him, blinded his eye-balls, and rendered his existence a'burthen. 
With eyes brimful with tears, and a mountain-load of grief on his 
breast, he thought it unsafe to stop, and was for marching on to 
the capital. Some of his friends objected to this notion, and 
were of opinion that, as the Emperor was not yet joincsd by the 
troops of the provinces, and had not had time to practise upon 
the inclinations of many thousands of old soldiers attached to 
his late brother, it was expedient to return to Ecber-abad, and 
to fall at once upon the Emperor, before he should find leisure 
to fortify his party. This advice did not please Abdollah-qhan, 
who observed : That there was no success to be expected by 

** attacking with dispirited, diminished troops, on a Prince firmly 
seated upon the throne, and surrounded by an infinity of Lords 
** and Generals closely linked together. That for his part, he firmly 
** believed that in such a case the match would prove too unequal, 
'' and quite inauspicious, unless he shewed to his party a Prince 
'' of Aoreng-zib’s blood, whose person might attract the eyes of 
the multitude, and conciliate the hearts of so many Lords of the 
old court, who were now living in the capital, and who by form- 
** ing a court to the new Prince might afford him time to assemble 
troops and artillery.” This advice of the Vezir’s having been 
approved, he continued his journey to the capital. But matters 
were already much altered in that territory. 

For as soon as the news of the revolution had spread far 
and near, the peasants had joined the highwaymen and banditties, 
and made it a practice to plunder every one of those that chanced 
to lag behind, or even any baggage that happened to be at some 
distance from the main ; and although they were more than once 
chastised, there was no weaning them from such practices. One 
day a body of foot, with their officers at their head, was cut off 
near Abdollah-qhan’s quarters, and almost within his sight. An- 
other day they surrounded a convoy that came from the capital 
with a vast quantity of effects for Hosstin-aaly-qhan ; and plunder* 
ed it entirely, stripping all those that composed it ; and this 
only two cosses from Abdollah-qhan’s camp. On the other hand. 
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alLthe }aiii4s, aad the^ belonged to the two brothersi or 

to adherentof had been laid hold of by the 2^mtndar8, who 
U^ pof session of the revenues, until, said they, they might know 
to whom they were to remain* All these, however, being but in* 
considerable objects, Abdollah-qhan dispatched Shudjahat^ollah- 
qhan and M8iteza-qhan, two noblemen of importance, to the 
capital, with orders to bring from thence one of the Princes of 
the Imperial blood ; and he wrote to his younger brother, Nedjm* 
eddin-aaly^qhan, Governor-General of the province of Delhi, in 
which the capital is seated, to raise as many men as he could, 
and to provide a camp-equipage with every thing requisite for 
taking the field. 

The letter arrived in the evening of the eighth of Zilhidj,that 
is, sometime before any certain intelligence could arrive at the 
city. But as some rumour had already found its way thither, the 
Governor had sent a number of armed men, with the city Cutval 
at their head,{i 52 ) to take possession of Mahmed-aamin-qhan’s 
palace, which they had kept encircled for the greatest part of the 
night, whilst the people within shewed a resolution to defend 
themselves ; but in the morning the Governor, whether from his 
own notion, or in consequence of an order from Abdollah-qhan, 
recalled the Cutval, and desisted from a proceeding so hazarded. 
His attention was besides so diverted to objects of much greater 
importance ; for two days after, that is, on the tenth of Zilhidj, 
which is always the day of Corban or sacrifice, he went out of the 
city to make his devotions in the fields, as is the custom, with a 
vast multitude of people, and on returning to towif, he repaired 
directly to the castle, where are guarded the Princes of the Im- 
perial blood. He was accompanied by Abdollah-qhan’s two envoys, 
and it was with them he presented himself at the door of the 
apartment where lived the Princes, sons of Mu^zzeddin-djehandar* 
8hab,> whom he requested to come out. But so far were they 
from complying with such a request, that they all refused to a 

. (iSa) The cutval is an officer partly civil and partly military, akind of General 
Justice of Peaces but with much more extensive power, which brings his office tp a 
par with that of the Lieutenant de Police at Paris. It must be observed that the 
palaces In Delhi, being built of stone, to the very roof, beams and joisters, and 
being terraced with stone and surrounded by walls and battlements, tdittt up by 
doors fortjjGcd Uto so many dungeons, th^ are all capable qf defence. 
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man, and even one of them, Nico-s)rur Jiy name, stole away, and 
hid himself. The envoys confounded at such a refuse, repaired 
to Soltan Hibrahim's apartment, a'young Prince, who was son to 
Refi-al-cadr, and cousin-german to Bahadyr-shah, and having 
prevailed upop him to accept their proffer, they brought him out ; 
and on the next day, they placed him on the throne under the 
name and style of Abdol-fetuh — Zehir-eddin— Mahmed-hebra- 
him.(i53) Abdollah-qhan being arrived two days after, went 
immediately to pay his homage to the new Prince, from whom he 
obtained for Ghazi-eddin-qhan the office of first Paymaster- 
General, with the grade of eight thousand horse, and the title of 
Abdollah- Emir-ul-umerah. Nedjmeddin-ally-qhan was made second Pay- 
on the throne master ; Selabet-qhan, third ; and Bayram-qhan, fourth. Favours 
MsSimed^shah promotions were likewise granted to their relations and 
friends ; and then the Minister turned his attention towards many 
ancient Lords, who having been of the court of Refi-ed-derdjat, 
now lived at home, without office and without employment, utter- 
ly neglected and forgotten. These were now sent for, received 
with respect, accommodated with offices and employments, and 
assisted with sums of money, adequate to all their wants, from 
fifty thousand down to a lac each. Some who had served with 
distinction, were proposed to the command of several new bodies 
of horse, which they were to raise at the rate of eighty rupees 
per month for each trooper. Hamed-qhan, uncle to Nizam-el- 
mulk, but upon bad terms with him, was complimented with a 
new Djaghir over and above that which he enjoyed already, and 
with a large bum of money. Several Nobles and Lords attached 
to Feroh-syur, such, for instance, as Yticad-qhan, Shahista-qhan, 
Sefi-qhan, and Islam-qhan, with many others more, who lived 
neglected this long while, and moreover uncertain of their fate, 
were now requested to attend, and promised honours and dignities, 
if they would attach themselves to the young Prince. Some of 
them, like Islam-qhan, and Mahmed-yar-qhan, and Sefi-qhan, who 
did not like the complexion of the times, excused themselves upon 
their bad health, and absolutely refused to meddle with honours, 
or dignities, or offices. But Yticad-qhan and S6if-qhan agreed 
to the proposals, and accepted a sum of money for thek necessities, 
but without having really any sincere intention ; for both these 
(153) Mahmed-hibrahliDf the visitor ol religion, and the father of success. 
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Lordsi as well as several others that had commanded in the 
guards called Vala^shahies, returned home after havjng followed 
Abdollah-qten for form’s sake ^during one or two days marcb» 

Hie dignitaries or Mansobdars, of lesser note, such as those 
from five hundred to a thousand horsei proved more sincere in 
their attachmenti and were therefore preferred according to their 
merits. As to the common troopers, their pay was carried from 
fifty rupees a month to full eighty. But as men and horses were The Veelr 
promiscuously admitted, without giving a due preference to old a 

soldiers, these as well as those that were advantageously mount* ^^withln'tlie 
ed and armed, took offence at an undistinguishing inattention, 
that confounded them with inadequate new levies, and they ^ 
became discontented. Nevertheless, the necessities of the times 
not allowing the rulers to pay to their discontent all the attention 
it deserved, the levies went on without much minding the dis- 
tinctions of old or new soldiers, and still less that of the tribe 
and race ; insomuch that whoever brought a horse, was enlisted, 
of course, without much inquiry about what nation or tribe he 
might be. In this manner an army of ninety thousand horse was 
in a little time levied in the capital, at the expense of one coror 
of rupees for levy-money. (154) 

The seventeenth of Zilhidj, that is, five days after the corona- 
tion, Abdollah-qhan brought the new Emperor out of the citadel, 
in the middle of as much cortege and as much royal pomp as could 
be put together on so short notice, and he marched with him to 
the Yid-gah,(i55) out of the city, where he encamped, and where 

(154) We may guess at the size and populousness of Delhi by^the rapidity and 
success of these levies. Ninety thousand horse is a force which no kingdom of 
Europe can afford at even ten years' warning, and yet these ninety thousand troopers 
were exclusive of two hundred thousand men more, which every one knows must 
have attended them, exclusive of two hundred thousand men more that had come 
out of the city with the Emperor and the two brothers, and exclusive of those multi- 
tudes more that remained neutral ; and all this is only military men, exclusively to 
that infinity of other sorts of men that must have swarmed in that immense city, 
and exclusively to the women and children. Those, therefore, that have said that 
Delhi contain&l about two millions of men, were not wide of the mark ; and this is 
the population, which the Jesuits, the most intelligent travellers that ever wrote, 
gave to Peking and Nanking, the two capitals of China, as well as to Delhi and 
Agra in. 1750. 

(155) The Yid-gak or feast-place is a wall with a niche facing Mecca, but erected 
in the open fields, for the purpose of celebrating there the prayers and rites usual on 
the day of Corban dr sacrifice. There the whole congregation prays In the open ak. 
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was joined by several persons of consequence, who quitted the 
Imperial arir^ and joined him with their troops. At the same 
time Giidlam*aaly-qhan and Nedjabet-aaly-qhan (the latter was 
cousin-german to Abdollah-qhan and only fourteen years old) 
were sent ba^rk to the city, with commission to keep it quiet and 
free from tumul .. And as the news he now received assured 
him that Mahmed-shah was advancing by the Djatt country, he 
took to the road of Saint CdStSb-eddin’s Monument in order to be 
on his passage ; but on being better informed, he struck to the 
left and encamped at Ferid-p8r, whilst Mahmed-shah was coming 
through Ecber-abad. There he made some stay, in expectation 
of being joined by his younger brothers, S^if-eddin-aaly-qhan, 
and Seid-mahmed-qhan, as well as by some other Lords and Com- 
manders, who were to bring a body of S^ids of Barr with their 
own troops. This short stay proved of service to him, as every 
day he was joined by some body of troops, as well as by the bravest 
amongst the Afghans ; besides several considerable Zemindars 
who flocked amongst the Afghans ; besides several considerable 
Zemindars, who flocked to him from the environs at the head of 
their men. Shoals of Hossein-aaly-qhan’s veteran soldiers, who 
had been prevailed upon to enlist with Mahmed-shah, and to 
touch one month of his pay, now made it a practice to steal away, 
and to come by hundreds and two hundreds at a time, all mounted 
and armed. Abdollah-qhan thus strengthened, moved to Pel81, 
where he was joined by his two brothers, and by some other com- 
manders, who besides their own troops, had brought one hundred 
and sixty cart-loads of Seids of Barr, every one of whom thought 
himself equal to a Rustem and an Afrassiab. These were ordered 
to form a circle round Abdollah-qhan' s elephant, a post for which 
they had shewn much eagerness, not only in hopes of preferment, 
but also to exhibit their regard for that Minister with whom, as 
SSids, they claimed the rights of kindred and brotherhood. As 
to the veterans brought by his two brothers, they amounted at 
least to ten thousand effective troopers, and hardly were they in 
camp, when they were followed by Churamon the Djatt, (father to 
Bedun-sing and grandfather to Barchund) a powearful Zemindar 
of the province of Ecber-abad, and owner of the very ground 
whereon Mahmed-shah was treading. Immediately after, arrived 
Radja Mocum-sing, late Divan to Hosseiti-aal/f^^n, the same 
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wKo tiadb^en fb kindly used by Mahmcd^shah. But hts inclina* 
tion overbalancing those new tiesi he fled from thdt camp and 
came to AbdolIah*qhan, bringing'with him a good body of troops 
with several veteran officers and commanders. All these several 
successive bodies were in addition to that numerous ahny brought 
out of the capital, and they formed so immense a surface, that the 
soil undertrodden by so much cavalry and infantry disappeared 
at once, and could not be seen, but after some search. All these 
forces were in such high spirits, that Churamon having gone a 
skirmishing the very day of his arrival, he brought away three or 
four elephants and a large number of camels, belonging to the 
enemy, all which he presented to Abdollah-qhan, as an auspicious 
beginning ; but which that General requested him to accept at 
his hand, as an earnest of future victory. The two adverse armies 
had advanced so near, that Mahmed-shah was encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Shah-p8r, and the distance would have been 
reduced to nothing, had not that Prince stopped there, to wait 
for the famous Abdol-semed*qhan, Governor of MSltan, and the 
Radja Dehiradj-djehi-sing, who, however, did not appear, either 
through the badness of the roads, or for some other reason. It 
was then the ninth of Moharrem ; but in that interval Mahmed- 
qhan-bangash joined him with three thousand horse, as did Ghairet- 
qhan the Rohilah, and Bayazid-qhan the Mevati, with their res- 
pective corps ; and in a little time more, four thousand effective 
troopers arrived from Radja Djehi-sing's country. 

Meanwhile the neighbourhood of the two armies had 
occasioned several skirmishes, in which the two parties were 
essaying each other; and at one time Churamon, directed by 
Abdollah-qhan, had been very near setting fire to the park of the 
enemy's artillery; and at another he had been very near decoying 
and bringing away all the bullocks belonging to their train. 
Nevertheless it was the tenth of Moharrem before the armies 
could face each other, and they were ranged in battle immediately. 
HSider-c 81 I-qhan, Grandmaster of the artillery, who had been 
so instrumental in saving it from Churamon'S attack, was put at 
the head of the first line; Saadet-qhan, with Mahmed-qhanw 
bangash, commanded the right wing; and Qhand68ran Mrith 
Nusret-yar-qhan and some other commanders of distinction, com* 
manded at the left, in the centre of which appeared Aszem-qhan 


TheVezir’s 
army is almost 
doubled by the 
succours that 
flock to hts 
camp. 
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with a body of veteran troops. Mahmed-aamin-qhani the Vesjr» 
with Haddy-qhan, and Cammer-eddin-qhan, and Aazim-Qllah- 
qhan, and some other commanders of the first rank, were in the 
centre of the whole, where Mahmed-shah took his post, surrounded 
by the troops commanded by Shir-esken-qhan and Terbiet-qhan, 
besides a numerous troop of persons of the hig^hest rank, who 
fought as volunteers, being personally attached to the. imperial 
person. Mir-djemlah, and some other commanders, amongst 
which were Radja Gopal-sing-bohd8 dia, were ordered to cover 
the flanks ; and Assed-ollah-qhan with Seif-qhan and Radja 
Dehiradj, were placed so as to serve as a corps de reserve, and to 
watch over the Emperor’s female household. The war elephants, 
like so many mountains, cased in iron, were stationed in front 
of all, but behind the artillery, and mixed with a number of light 
horse, that fought singly, on in detached parties. 

Abdollah-qhan, on his side, who on the twelfth of Moharrem 
was arrived at Hoss^in-p8r, three cosses short of the enemy’s 
encampment, ranged his army in battle array. But the troops 
as well as officer of the Barr, who on account of the kindred which 
they claimed, pretended to a kind of equality with him, proved 
exceedingly troublesome, and unruly ; and they took up so much 
time in being brought to some order, that it became necessary to 
marshal them three several times. At last they were prevailed 
upon to remain in front of Abdollah-qhan’s elephant, under com- 
mand of their three Generals, S^if-eddin-aaly-qhan, S€id-Mahmed- 
qhan, and Shahamet*qhan, every one of whom proved full as 
headstrong as any of their men, which as well as they were 
Seids of Barr, but all so full of themselves as to pretend to an 
equality with the Rostems and the Afrassiabs of old. {156) Hamed- 
qhan and Seif-qhan, and Bayram-qhan and Yqhlus-qhan the 
Rohilah, with Omer-qhan the Afghan, and several other com- 
manders of Afghan and Rohilahs, amongst which were Shudjah- 
qhan-peloly and Abdollah-qhan-tirin, all of them Zemindars, and 
all of them mounted on elephants, to the number of seventy, were 
placed with their troops in the right and left wings. But Abol- 
mohsen-qhan, the Paymaster-General, and S6id-a^y*qhan, Pay- 
master to the regular corps, and Hiramon, Paymaster of the troops 
from Barr, with twenty-five thousand horse, all in Abdollah-qhan’s 


(156) Two heroes of Persian antiquity. 
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pri^ale jiayf and aH troops, were placed before his 

elephant, which was already encircled by a body of men, all SSids 
of Barr, and all infantry, who considered themselves rather as 
the countrymen and kinsmen of Abdollah-qhan's than as soldiers 
in his pay. The army being marshalled in that order, passed 
that whole night, which was that of the thirteenth, under arms. 

That very night Radja Mohcum-sing, who although Divan to the 
late 1Hossfiin*aaly-qhan, had been used with so much lenity by 
Mahmed-shah, and even taken into favour, and promoted to the 
grade of five thousand horse, having found a favourable oppor- 
tunity, came over and presented himself to Abdollah-qhan, to 
whom he brought a body of eight hundred horse with Qhoda-dad- 
mirza and Qhan-mirza, two officers of distinction, at their head. 

At the dawn of the day, as soon as the trumpets sounded, and 
the heralds had published three times, as usual, That courage was 
always safer than cowardice, the foremost on both sides saluted 
each other,(i57) and made use of the whistling of arrows and the 
whizzing of musquet-balls to compliment each other, and to ask 
about each other’s health. This was the moment which Mahmed- 
shah, then in the centre of his army, had appointed for Ratan- 
chund’s supplice. The head of that odious man was presented 
to him, and fastened to the foot of his elephant, on which he sat 

in his Imperial attire. Upon this, as upon a signal, that numerous 

* f , Shah-poor 

army which moved like the waves of a sea, or like an inundation which lasts 

that has covered the whole plain, advanced shouting, and with a ****'^^ 
firm resolution, to wring the souls of its enemies out of their 
inimical bodies ; and those that beheld the animosity of the com- 
batants, and heard the confused noise of trumpets and kettle-drums, 
concluded that no quarter would be asked or given that day by 
either party. The artillery was already sweeping whole ranks ; 
and so many fire-mouths opening their jaws at once, carried terror 
into the heart of the bravest, like so many messengers dispatched 
by inevitable fate ; whilst the incessant flashing of rockets in 
fire put an end to the boasts of the most courageous. Nor can it 
bo denied but that the artillery directed by so active a man as 
HaYder-c81i-qhan, who had under his orders a body of expert men 

(157) This circumstance which has never been seen in Europe but at the battle 
of Pontenoy, where the French and then the English saluted each other; is not^ 
uncommon in India. 
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accustomed to fire with steadiness, performed wonders that day. 
But this did liardly intimidate the opposite army, where thousands 
of brave men, animated by a spirit of party, and carrying the hearts 
of so many dragons, threw themselves fearlessly before those 
infernal mouths that vomited fire and death ; and although numbers 
were swept away every moment, thousands were pressing forward, 
and were advancing with a steady step. So that the faint-hearted 
of Mahmed-shah^s artillery were loosing ground, and at last had 
betaken to an open flight, especially after Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan 
had given a turn to the day by a manoeuvre judiciously conceived 
and as bravely executed- With twelve thousand horse and foot 
he had detached himself from his main, to take possession of a 
grove that lined a village ; and from such a cover he made so hot 
and so incessant a fire, that imagination itself had its wings and 
feathers burned. If his ambition was to g^ve a turn to the 
fortune of the day, his wish was accomplished ; for his fire proved 
so galling, that the field became too dangerous for the Imperial 
troops. The roses on the cheeks of the bravest lost their hue ; 
even a sense of shame disappeared ; and their trepidation being 
such that they could no more distinguish their feet from their 
heads, they confounded their ranks, and were ready for an open 
flight. Such a state of things having been observed by H&ider- 
c81y-qhan and QhandoSran, they took with them Nusret-yar-qhan 
and Sabut-qhan with some other valorous commanders, and de- 
tatching themselves from the main, they advanced boldly on that 
breast- work from which Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan was pouring so 
much destruction. By dint of canon-balls they made a breach, 
and rushing upon it with shouts as to an assault, they carried 
every thing before them, reducing the enemies to a skulking fire 
from behind broken walls and fallen trees, from which they were 
finally driven ; insomuch that Haider-c81y-qhan remained master 
of that important post. In this state of things, and the two 
parties remaining on their field of battle after a bloody, undecisive 
day, Abdollah-qhan, at sunset, ordered a small tent to be pitched 
for him on the spot where he was ; but on recollecting his loss, 
he sobbed, observed that no rest remained for him now in this 
world, and countermanded the tent. 

As soon as it grew dark, Haider-c81y-qhan who commanded 
the Imperial artillery, found means to put it in motion. He 
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advanced firings and gaining ground, until he had taken an advant- 
ageous post, from whence he kept such an incessant firing the 
whole night, as killed and wounded an infinity of men. No heart 
could' stand so destructive a cannonade ; and whole bodies not 
being, able to bear its violence, returned to camp, .where being 
still exposed to a rain of balls, they fled farther. So that most of 
those valiant commanders, that had cut such a conspicuous figure . 
on their elephants in the day-time, now sought their safety in a 
shameful flight ; but were intercepted, in their retreat from camp, 
by armed bodies of peasants who stripped them of every thing. 
About the dawn of the day, a ball of a canon having broke the 
haodah on which sat Mohcum-sing, he jumped down in k fright, 
and took horse, and fled with so much earnestness, that a long 
time elapsed before any tidings could be had of his being dead or 
alive. The day broke out by this time, which was the fourteenth 
of Moharrem,^ 1 ^33 > a-nd it appeared that out of fifteen or sixteen 
thousand horse that had stood during the night that terrible can- 
nonade, not one had eaten any thing these twenty-four hours, or 
even drank any water, that element being too far off, and moeover 
in the possession of a body of Djatts. Such was the sense of 
honour, and such the sense of zeal amongst them, that not one of 
that whole multitude shrunk from his post. They were mostly 
S^ids of Barr, commanded by their own countrymen, and equally 
with them jealous of &eir- honour, as well as zealously attached 
to Abdollah-qhan’s person. 

Equal steadiness was exhibited on the opposite side. Mah- 
med-shah, mounted on his favourite elephant, called Shah* 
pesend,(i 58 ) was gracing by his person all that host of officers, 
commanders, and illustrious volunteers that surrounded his throne. 
It was remarked that he had remained sitting the whole night as 
well as the whole preceding day. At day-break the enemy was 
already in motion ; and Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan, at the head of a 
body of SSids of Barr, and another body of trusty soldiers, ad- 
vanced again to the charge with the resolution of one resolved 
to carry the day, or to perish in the attempt. Setting at nought 
the thundering of that destructive artillery that had done so 
much havoc the whole night, he made a furious attack, that 
gave an image of the Day of Judgment, being resolved to recover 
(158) The King's favourite. 
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that important post. He was opposed by Haider-c81y-khaii. and 
QhanddSran^^ who, sensible of the importance of example in such 
circumstances, came out of their breast-^work to encounter the 
enemy ; and they were supported by valorous troops and valiant 
commanders^ amongst which last was Nusret«yar*qhan, a S^id of 
Barr, who although priding himself in his being related to both 
Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan and Abdollah-qhan, wished to signalise 
himself against them. And here again the contest became bloody 
and obstinate. The valorous commanders on both sides, having 
made so many targets of their breasts, exerted themselves 
heroically^ as if emulous only of washing away with the waves,(i59) 
flowing'from their sabres, the doubts which might have remained 
in their minds about each other’s bravery. Both sides were rush- 
ing forward like so many crocodiles emerging from out of an 
inundation, or like famished lions from out a howling wilderness ; 
and such screams and such an uproar rose everywhere as would 
have drowned those at the Day of Judgment. From the repeat- 
ed conflict of so many steely sabres against the flinty firmness of 
so many intrepid commanders, a fire was struck out which, blazing 
like lightning, consumed those brave men by shoals, and ruined 
their forlorn families by thousands. 

Saadet-qhan, who saw this dangerous conflict, and wished 
to acquire honour, advanced several times like an elephant in rut, 
to the assistance of those that were shedding their blood in the 
Emperor’s cause, and he made several vigorous charges; and 
Shir-eken-qhan, who marched to their assistance by the Emperor’s 
express commands, threw himself on the enemy’s pointed spears 
and threatening lances, like a famished tiger that sets the 
hunters at nought. Nevertheless, the Imperialists seemed to lose 
ground ; and Dervish-aaly-qhan, commander of QhanddSran’s 
artillery, Abdol-ghani-qhan, who commanded that of Hatder-c81i- 
qhan’s, with MeTaram, his secretaiy, and Mahmed-djaafer, nephew 
to Hossein-qhan, with an infinity of others, were already slain, and 
lay stretched on the ground. Nusret-yar-qhan had two arrows 
fixed in his body;* and Dost-aaly-qhan, with a* multitude of 
others, was wounded and disabled. On the part of Abdollah-qhan, 

(159) This is a^^ain an oriental allusion to those undulations which, being much 
closer than the waters of an English Taby* seem to pour plentifully from the hilt 
of a Persian or Indian sabre down to the point. 
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: Shahamet-qhahi a commander of great renown, with one of his 
, sons, was slain, together with Abdol-cadyr-qhan,^ brother to the 
I 'Cazi^ Mir Bahadyr-shahi, and his brother Fateh-yar-qhan, and 
Tahover-aaIy*qhan ; and this was the fate of AbdoKghanUqhan, 
son to Abdol-rahim-qhan Aoreng-zebi,(i6o) and Gholam-muhU 
eddin-qhan, and Sabqhat-ollah-qhan, surnamed Sheika, and 
Gholam-aaly-qhan, the illustrious warrior, all three brothers and 
all three commanders of importance in Abdollah-qhan’s army, as 
well as Shudjah-qhan, son to Beloli. They were all slain in that 
trying occasion, where none but the bravest could shew their 
faces. All of them, after exhibiting feats of prowess and attach- 
ment that astonished the beholders, submitted cheerfully to their 
fate, and without hesitation drank to the dregs the bitter potion 
presented them by death, after they had exerted themselves to 
their last breath in wrenching out the souls of their enemies. 
Vast numbers of their men, who had gamed away the capital of 
their lives in that scene of slaughter and blood-drinking match, 
quitted the world in haste, and like so many bankrupts that had 
lost their all, they plunged at one dip into the abyss of eternity. 
The valoroiis Nedjmeddin-aaly-qhan, who had hitherto been the 
highest bidder in that market of death and slaughter, after having 
received several wounds by hand-blows, was at last hitted by an 
arrow, which sticking into his eye, deprived him of the delight- 
ful garment of sight, to the unspeakable sorrow of his brother, 
AbdoHah-qhan ; who observing how matters went, marched up 
to his assistance with all the braves of Barr that remained about 
his person. At this very time, and whilst every one’s attention 
was taken up with the critical situation of things, Churamon the 
Djatti who was the best partisan in Abdollah-qhan’s service, 
' wheeled round and fell upon the Emperor’s rear which he filled 
with confusion and screams. He seized on a thousand spare 
bullocks belonging to the Imperial artillery, with a number of 
.camels laden with the chancellery and kitchen offices, all which 
were grazing on the banks of the Djumna, and pushing his point, 
he went as far as the Imperial camp, where he found at last 
people ready to receive him. The Emperor himself shot an 
arrow at him ; and Mahmed-aamin-qhan and Haddi-qhan marched 

(i66) These epithets of Bahadyr-shahi and Aoreng-zebi, design their having 
long served under the Princes. 
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against him with the infantry which was round the Imperial 
elephant. Abdollah-qhan occupied only with what was passing 
on his front, was marching to the assistance of his people, when 
his flank was attacked by Saadet-qhan, Halder-c81i-qhan, and 
Mahmed-qhanrbangash ; and this motion being observed by 
Abdollah-qhan, he wheeled round and marched up to them. 
But his people were exceedingly galled by HaTder-c81i-qhan who 
had always his bow in action, and by that body of expert mus- 
queteers whom he had trained himself. Abdollah-qhan lost two 
officers of merit by this attack — Sheh-habilah, commander of his 
artillery, and Seid-aaly-qltan, brother to his Paymaster-General, 
Abol-mohsen-qhan. This attack having somewhat disordered 
the ranks of Haider-c81i-qhan’s men, he formed them again, and 
being joined by a good body brought by Qhandd8ran, he re- 
newed his attack with so much vigour, that Abdollah-qhan lost 
his usual presence of mind. It had been a standing rule with 
him in the many battles which he had seen, and in which he had 
often been reduced to extremities, never to be guilty of the 
thoughtlessness of the Hindostany Generals, who on a moment 
of danger, used to quit their elephant, and to combat on feet, 
mixed with the crowd. Abdollah-qhan, on the contrary, had 
always conserved his presence of mind on such occasions, and had 
made it a point to oppose firmness and steadiness to forwardness 
and impetuosity. Like a lion lying in wait for the moment of 
falling on his prey, he kept displayed the standard of ascendant 
and superiority, (which, after all, ought to be the intent of prowess) 
and looked upon firmness and perseverance as more instrumental 
in the gain of a battle than ardour and impetuosity. Nevertheless, 
his store of good luck being now spent by this time, and fortune 
having turned her back upon him, he forgot his own maxims, and 
jumping without any necessity down his elephant, he took to 
his sabre and bucler, and mixed with the crowd, without once 
minding that he had stillt hree thousand S€ids of Barr about his 
person, who seemed likely to stand by him to the very last. But 
as fortune, after having quitted his party, seemed now bent on 
counteracting all his schemes, he was hardly down, when most 
of his officers and men, taking it for granted that he was slain 
pr disabled, or that he had despaired of victory, abandoned their 
posts, far and near, and betook themselves to flight. Some other 
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accounts say that Sfiif-eddin-aaly-qhan, his very nephew, and one Abdoilah* 

of his best Generals, had already quitted his station, before d«£ted^S 

Abdollah-qhan had thought of jumping down ; and that his 

example had been followed by all the others. Be it as it will, 

Abdollah-qhan, although astonished at his desertion, kept his 

footing vigorously ; but being now surrounded on all sides, and 

the weight of his armour obstructing his activity, he received an 

arrow in his forehead, and then two successive cuts on his neck 

and hand ; and being pressed close and overcome with fatigue, 

he was seized on by the claws of fate, and made a prisoner. It 

was at the very moment his younger brother, Nedjmeddin-aaly- 

qhan, was closing with him, resolved to share his fate ; and they 

were both going to be slain, when Abdollah-qhan was recollected 

by Haider-cSli-qhan, who rescued them both from the hands of 

the soldiery. The destiny of those two noble persons affected 

the feelings of an infinity of men, and people thought they saw 

them designed in these verses which were then handed about 

I am he who in an attack could run the point of my spear through a golden ring, 

But being now forsaken by my good star and rejected by fortune, 

" I have been In my turn surrounded by a ring and taken. 

** Of what avail could be my helmet and my cuirass, 

After my good fortune had already turned her back upon me ? 

*' When the key of Victoiy ceases to be in a hand. 

To no purpose will the arm attempt to break open the door of success." 
Ha!der-c81i-qhan, having mounted the two wounded noblemen 
upon the same elephant, carried them to the Emperor ; and this 
Prince, who had a great deal of benignity in his nature, cast a 
look of compassion at them, and then consigned them both to 
Halder>c81i*qhan’s custody ; after which he ordered the Imperial 
music to strike up for so signal a victory. As to the vanquished 
army, some bodies of it fled ; some mixed with the victorious ; 
and Ghazi>eddin-qhan availing himself of this moment of suspense, 
returned to camp, and packing up as much of Abdollah>qhan’s 
baggage as had not been yet plundered, he fled towards Delhi, at 
the very time when the commanders and officers of the victorious 
party were presenting their Nuzurs, and congratulating each 
other, and returning thanks to God for so important a victory. 

As to the enemy’s camp, and his baggage, immense, whatever 
was of a nature to escape a general pillage, was secured for the 
Emperor’s use. 
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A singula^, anecdotei which then became a general topiCi la 
prc^^km^on reported by men of authority and jpredit. On the very begihning 
^ divisions between the S^ids and the TSranian party, a person 

attached to Abdollah-qhan repaired to the lodgings of a learned 
man, renowned for his skill in astrological predictions, and put 
to him a variety of questions about the future event of these 
dissensions, as well as about the success of the expedition^ The 
philosopher without erecting any scheme, extracted hid answer 
from the very words made use of by the propounder, and they 
proved to be these letters : — Chain ^ Lam, Be, Ain, Dal, Vow 
and Caf\ which on being assembled in the usual manner, formed 
the Arabic words : Ghalub AdSca, that is, Thine enemy shall 
prevail; and on being inverted, signified, Thine end is come. 
And, in fact, these words were not belied by the succeeding 
event, and few predictions have proved so fortunate. For Soltan 
Hibrahim who had fled from the field of battle, had been pursued, 
and sent back to his former apartment ; and a complete victory 
had been gained after a bloody contest of thirty hours. 

The news of so decisive an engagement reached the capital 
in the evening of the fourteenth of Moharrem, being a Friday, 
and they transported an infinity of people with joy, whilst Uiey 
afflicted an infinity of others with all the pangs of surprise and 
consternation. Those that were attached to the throne, ordered 
the Imperial music of the citadel to announce that happy event 
to the public ; but the family and household of the three S6ids 
slain, recommenced their mournful rites.(i6i) The women es- 
pecially belonging personally to Abdolloh-qhan’s three brothers, 
exhibited the most affecting picture of ^dismay and unutterable 
woe ; whilst some of them, but of the inferior sort, availed them- 
selves of the confusion and opportunity so far, as to lay the^ 
hands upon whatever precious came in their way, atid stole away 
under the disguise of dirty clothes and the cover of homely veils. 
They disappeared sometime before the Poli ce thou ght o f taking 

(161) Those mournful rites ought to be over the seventh night of Moharrem, 
which is called Shihi^cail or the night of the occision, at which time the death of 
Hossein, the first of SSids, is represented in a theatrical manner and with theatrical 
scenery. But two days more being taken by the devotew in lamentations, and in 
canying the coffins or rather the catafalcoea to the grave, and three days more by 
the hyper-devotees in distributing dressed victuals to each other and to the poor, 
the whole makes up twelve Or thirteen days. 
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pOUsessiDti of the hou^. Some of these women /ell with their 
booty in the hands of the Police officers ; but some made good 
their escape^ As to the ladies of AbdoIlah«qhan’s race or bed, 
so far from stirring out of the house, they retreated within their 
own chastity ; and covering themselves from head to foot . with 
the veil of decency and modesty, they sat weeping in a circle, 
without any one offering to move, or to avail herself of the dismal 
scene which now was taking place. For Abdollah-qhan-cashy, 
whom Abdollah-qhan, his old friend and benevolent master, had 
entrusted with the care of his consorts, ladies and seraglio, no 
sooner heard of the disaster that had befallen his benefactor, 
than forgetful of all that was expected from him, even as an 
honest man and a gentleman, he carried the daring^ess so far 
as to put a sacrilegious foot within those sacred precincts, and 
to give vent at one and the same time both to his infamous lust 
and to his treacherous cupidity. He soon came to an under- 
standing with the Hindoo who commanded the guard, (162) and 
getting within the sanctuary of the women, those two wretches 
seized and carried away whatever persons and effects they could 
fix their claws upon. So that this villain has ever been from that 
moment pointed out with the finger of detestation, as a renegade 
to his God, a traitor to his master and friend, and an invader of 
the most sacred rights of mankind. Fortune that had now turn- 
ed her back on that forlorn family, seemed bent on rendering 
abortive every attempt made by any of its members ; and Gholam- 
aaly-qhan and Nedjabet-aaly-qhan, two nephews of Abdollah- 
qhan’s, who by changing their apparel, and altering their faces, 
had endeavoured to make good their retreat to Djansita, a town 
where they were born as ivell as himself, were intercepted by the 

and carried to the Emperor. 

This Prince, how fixed irrevocably on his throne, and freed 
from all anxiety and solicitude, turned his thoughts towards the 
means of rewarding that number of Generals and Lords, who had 
so well deserved of his cause. Those whose golden nature and 


(169) The great men in India prefer for their women an HindS guard to any 
other, as HlndSi cannot defile themselves with women different from their tribe, 
srithoat tneurring damnation in the other world, and being interdicted fire and 
water in this. They cannot' so much as touch their water, or their water*pot, or 
their knife, or make use of any thing that has served to them; 


Abominable 
treachery of 
Abdollah. 
qhan-cashi to 
his master and 
friend. 
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undebased (i^^lity had been tried in the fiery crucible of fhe latb * 
bloody battle, and found to be of a ^ure standard, were now ex» 
posed to the sunshine of distinction and favour, honoured with' 
a variety of titles and offices, and rewarded with high prefer- 
ment. The sixteenth of Moharrem having been fixed on for the 
Emperor's auspicious departure from that memorable spot, he 
mounted the palfry of achievement and victory, and turned its 
reins towards the capital of his Empire, shortening his distance 
and hastening his march with so much expedition, that on the 
nineteenth, he was already at the Monument of Saint Nizam- 
eddin-evliah, in which venerable spot he performed his devotions, 
and bestowed favours and liberalities on every one of the attend- 
ants. Here he spent two days in expectation of a lucky moment ; 
in which time he raised Hai'der-cSly-qhan’s grade by a thousand 
horse, so as to make him a Mansobdar of eight thousand troop- 
ers, with the effectual command of seven. Saadet-qhan was 
honoured with the title of Bahadyr-djung or Valiant in battle, 
and decorated with the insignia of the Mahi or fish, (163) whilst 
a variety of favours and offices were pouring on every one of 
their friends and dependants; but Nedjabet-aaly-qhan having 
been brought in whilst the Emperor was bestowing preferments 
and distinctions, that nobleman was received with a look of 
compassion, and consigned over to Ha’ider-cSIy-qhan's custody. 

AH these matters being over, and the ceremonial of the 
Emperor's entry into his capital being adjusted, he now thought 
it high time<^o shew himself to his people. This auspicious event 
happened on a Saturday, being the twenty-second 'Of Moharrem, 
in the year 1133 of the Hedjrah, in the middle of a pomp and an 
eclat that dazzled the eyes of all the beholders in the very sun- 
shine of a fine day, whilst the regions of the air were rent, as 
high as the sphere of the moon and sun, with the mingled sounds 
of an infinity of trumpets and kettle-drums. The Emperor'd 
Pompous cortege was followed and preceded by lofty elephants, resplendent 
in with gold and silver trappings ; by beautiful slave-bdys and young 
tho^P***** men in gold-cloth ; by thrones and Imperial chairs of gold and 

(ids) This ensign, which is so uncommon in Hindostan, is moie common in 
Decan. It isa Ssh of copper, gilt, four feet in length, carried horisontalljr upon the 
point of a spear ; and this ensign is always joined to another which is a homan 
head, also of copper, gilt, oanM horisootally, likewise, upon the point of a spsar. 
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of jowel'WOiic ; by embroidered ensigns and streap^ 
eqi^ly superb and elegaat ; and by crowds of seArants shining 
in g;oId and silver tissue, that shed such a lustre, as rendered the 
^un’s rays of small value in comparison. All these were inter- 
sperse amongst bodies of troops that marched in* battle array, 
an^ iff ranks diff^nced by rows of commanders and noblemen, 
aU advantageously mounted, and all conspicuous by the bright- 
netts of dieir aims, as well as by the richness of their apparel. 

Already a. number of the most beautiful horses with enamelled 
sadtUes of gold and jewel-work, were announcing from afar the 
Emperor’s approach ; and now this Prince, adorned by all the 
graces of youth and beauty, was making his appearance mounted 
on a mountain-like el^hant, and seated upon a throne that blazed 
with a profusion of jewels and elegant ornaments. He directed 
his march throaghthe Adjmir-gate, sprinkling his way with hand- 
fuls of gold) and enriching by such a long forgotten liberality, a 
multitude of needy people, that had this long while fixed the eyes 
of expectation on such an auspicious moment. In the victorious . 
moment of the fifth hour of the day, he arrived at the Imperial mony at his 
castlci and landed at his august habitationi where the Empress 
Cadessiabi his motheri with a cortege of chaste Princesses and seraglio. 
Ladies of the highest distinction, was waiting for him at the inner 
door of the sacred apartment. The Empress-mother holding a 
large plate of gold and silver, filled with gold and silver coins of 
several denominatioiiSi as well as with a variety of gems and 
prdddtts jewels, poured the whole as a libation over his head, 
and after wishing him a long and prosperous reign, shd introduced 
him by the hand within the Imperial sanctuary. 



f 


SECTION III. 


CONTENTS : 

Promotions at Court — Death of the Vezir^The Emperor fefuses 
the reversion of the deceased* s immense estate^A Persian adven^ 
turer sets up a whimsical new sect-^The Camatec ravaged by 
waters — Troubles in GSdjrat, in Adjmir, in CabSl and invar 
ous parts of the Empire — Curious expedient of the Emperor*s to 
render his person more accessible — He takes aconsort-^Niaam^-el^ 
mulk^ made Vezir^ endeavours to introduce^ but in vain^ a reform at 
Court — The Emperor, to rid himself of I^iaam^ei^mulk^s gravity, 
gives him the Government of G8djrat—^A girl, called CdSki, 
become a female Minister, rallies at the Emperor^^Ejfeminacy 
and disorders at Court— Supineness of the Emperor— ^A war 
underhand between the Emperor on one side, and Nizam^el-^mulk, 
his deputy, on the other— The latter defeats Mubario^ghan, and 
sends Nusurs of congratulation to Court, asif the Imperial arms 
had been victorious — The late Vezir Abdollah^ghan poisoned 
—Ser-bSlend’-ghan, appointed General from court, beats jNimam-^ 
el^mulk^s troops, and wrests the GSdjrat out of his hands—* 
The Marhattas severely handled by Nedjmeddin^ally^han, Lieu^ 
tenant to Ser-bSlend-ghan — Immense acquisitions ofsomefavaur^ 
ites resumed— The victorious Ser^bSlend^ghan neglected and 
superceded — He beats his rival, the Gentoo Prince, and then 
goes to visii him alone — The Marhattas, excited by JViaam»el*> 
mulk, make conquests in Hindostan—^Malva vigorously, de^ 
fended by its Governor— The Marhattas conquer both GSdjrat 
and Malva—Gaim^qhan heroically rescues his father, Mahmed^ 
ghan-bangash, from eminent danger— Sedition at Delhi on ac- 
count of a Hadji murdered by Gentoos—the Marhattas continue 
their ravages — An infectious stench pervades all Hindostaw—A 
severe frost at Delhi, where the river freezes— Ridiculous expe- 
dition against the Marhattas— Terrible rain of thirty hours 
in Delhi and its neighbourhood— Flagitious enormity of AdjadjS, 
Zemindar of Corra, who is punished— Introduction to the revo- 
lutions of Bengal— Origin and rise of Allyverdi-qhan^s family—* 
Reduced to the uttkost misery, he hardly finds money to repair 
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io \Sku4ja^qhan*s Court in Sressa, where he is employed , add 
where he approved himself a good officer,’ a goedwldier^ and a 
good Jinancier-^Djafer^hanr Governor of Bengal, thinks of 
procuring his patent io his own grandson, Ser^Efraa^qhan^-^But 
is supplanted by his son-indaw, Shudjah-qhan-^Ser^Bfraa^han 
submits to his father---^Excellent character of Shudjah^qhan — 

He promotes AUi^verdis relations to offices in state^AllUverdU 
qhan^ appointed Viceroy of Aeimabad, adopts his own nephew 
and grandson, Mirsa^mehmed alias Seradj^ed-ddSla^^His excel^^ 
lent conduct in his Government^An expedition against the 
Marhattas by both the Vestir andQhanddSran, who prove defect 
live both in courage and in talents — SaadeUqhan, alone, success-- 
ful against the Marhattas^His ardour damped by the jealousy 
of the two Imperial Generals — The Marhattas avail themselves 
of this suspense to turn the rear of the Imperialists, and io 
plunder the suburbs of the capital^The Emperor with his whole 
Council consents to pay a tribute to the Marhattas — Seifqhan; 
an old partisan of the two brothers, turned out of his Djaghir 
and slain^Ruin of the town of Djan-sit a— Affecting description 
ofit^Tremendous signs in the air by which Heaven signifies its 
wratk. 

A LITTLE after this ceremony Abdol-semed-qban, Viceroy of 
Labor, who had set out early with his son, Zeckariah-qhan, his 
General and Deputy, Aghyr-qhan, and some other noble person* 
ages, but could not arrive in time, was admitted to the honour of 
paying his obeisance, and distinguished by a dress of honour, a 
circlet of jewels, a poniard, and several other noble presents. 
Zeckariah-qhan had his grade raised by a thousand horse, and now 
hb command became of full five thousand. Radja Dejhi-sing, and 
Radja Gurd-hur, not being arrived in time, were on the commence- 
ment of Sefer, admitted to the happiness of kissing the ground of 
the Imperial presence, and they were tranquillized with a remission 
of their transgressions and past errors. An order was issued' a 
little after to put in force the capitation-tax upon the Gentoosf, 
but it was remitted on an elegant apology which Djehi-sing made 
for them. Nizam-el-mulk’s petition, congratulating the Emperor 
on his victory, and wishing him a length of days and prosperous Promotions 
reignj was honoured with a glance of the Imperial eye ; as did ^ 
anothecsupplique from.Moor^ood-cooIy-qhant Viceroy of Bengal^ 
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which was fraught with congratafation^ on the victoi^ and a 
prayer for length of days and dominion'; it' announced Ukewme. 
the arrival of the revenue from that province, #ith: another huge 
sum by way of N uzur. Honours and dignities were bestowed that 
dayxHi a number of nobles. Haldhr*c81y-i^ian decorated 

with the tide ofj[t 64 ) MuSa-ed-ddSlah over and above that of 
Nass 3 rr-djong,'Which he had already ; as was Zafer-qhan with that 
of Roshan-ed-d681afa. The superintendence of the bodyguai^ 
was conferred on Saadet-qhan ; and Zeckariah-qhan received'the 
Government of Cashmir in lieU Ynafet-ollah-qhan, dismissed. 
But on a Tuesday, being the tWenty-second of the first Reby, the 
Emperor being gone out with a hunting party, an harcara mes- 
senger informed him that his Vezir, Mahined-aamin-qhan,. had 
been seized with so sudden and so excruciating a pain |n his 
bowels, as 'would deprive him of die honour of holding the Imperial 
stirrup. The next day his disteniper increasing in violence, a 
total alteration was perceived in that Minister's person ; and hi's 
rchoUe augmenting from moment to moment, rose to such a height 
that die remedies of physicians and skilful men produced no 
effect. A terrible vomiting took place, and he threw towards 
nothingness ,the garment of his existence ; insomuch that od the 
twenty-ninth of diat same month he departed towards the regions 
of eternity, after a short lived ministry of three months and twenty- 
two days. His estate, mightily swollen by his confiscation of 
HossCin-aaly-qhan's fortune, and the seizure of his baggage, and . 
by several savings and benefits, was so amazingly great as to be 
reckoned onlyiby corors, and yet it was left entirely to his heirs ; 
but by his death the people of God Were released front the oppres- 
sion they were likely to suffer. They say that intending to enlarge 
his palace, and to enclose thore ground within its ydrd, he With 
a single command of his had dispossessed seven hundred house- 
keepers of his neighboumood,(i 65 ) who all rpiitted .their homes 

(t64) Jifitim-ett-JiMa MgtiiSm the honouteif of the Ehnpite, 'S* 

(he suec tf i W hr in bSftles. - ' 

<ies> Thietosa BnrapeefteereanttbCaomMlbttt vefjr hinSh bntait itOtSotHth 
an Indinn, who knows that nothing is more common than to hniM smalt thatched 
tenements on tented grounds, where it is nlwajs explained,' and asiofian; subunder. ' 
stood, that the iaS^ord at so rndhjr dap’s warding can recover Ms ' tend ; some* 
thMw the term is ftxcd, dftmie* i( irtedefiUite. And skch tbMgs haptfen'ev^ 
MraMattewos; tMsvmplUdwsMIifWlMMtriuiw^SaMseaSd^hedM'^ teSI hd 
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dsa^, idl these wete returned 'to their owherr by .Camer>«ddiB« ^ 
qhan/hiS'Aofiy whb on hi8l)eil^*acknowiedged'h£s:heiri renounced 
the invidious acquuition« and exchanged it for the^ applause diet, 

inai^ind and tte blessing of God. It is on such an occasion diiat 
one piay observe of Mahmed^shah, who was generally taxedwi^ 
tenacity and parsioiony, that he does not appear to have' really- 
had stiich a - character, since on Mdimed*aantin«qhan's demise^ 
the Imperial treasury was pretty much drained ; for the mighty 
sums drawn from all parts of the Empire by the two brother SSids^ 
having been , very much thinned ty their immense levies and pre> 
paratiVes, the Emperor had been very little benefited by what 
remained in- their coffers, the whole having been made away by 
the pillagers of the army and by his own generals. So that the 
ornaments of gold and silver which decorated the public and private 
halls of audience, and which in those days of calamity had been 
tom away and turned into stamped coin, remained unreplaced to 
that day; and the halls themselves with the other apartments, 
wanted a thorough repair immediately. Nevertheless when the list 
of the deceased' Minister’s property came to be presented to the 
Emperor, (and it amounted to several corors, reckoning only the «*ept *>>• 

1 • % m • reversion oc 

goldi Silver^ geois and precious stuffs } he paid na attention to his estate. 
it| and ordered the whole to be left to the natural heirs ; and yet 
it was an established custom with all the Emperors of the Babrian 
family, nay, with all those of the Timurian race, (t 66) to take 
possession of the estates and wealth of their deceased Ministers 
and servants, to the exclusion of the natural heirs, to whom they 
were pleased to vouchsafe as a favour such a share as they thought 

not conceived as much antipathy against that Minister, as that Minister had con* 
eeived against the Sdids» of which tribe the author himself was a most bigoted 
member. 

(|60 Thh remprfc.of our aMthor’s as well as the last b.to be understood with 
What if the Emperors of the Bs^rian f^ily should have promot- 
ed their household slaves to the highest posts of the state f And what if the con- 
fiscation being always expected, those slaves become Ministers of ^te, always took 
cam of their fandllee beforehand ? And what if these families, sensible of the 
approaching stormy alwaya managed bo» as that the Imperial ofiiceis should not find 
at home hut so much as had been left there on purpose ? Nor are all these manjr 
‘Sop|K)sitions wholly groundless. Thty^ an no more than what theauthonhimaelf 
mentions with regard to theooi|fiscaUoa ofa .Viceroy of^ lddk»n,-npi|ted^bn i aa M ei|r 
rich. 
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they deserved^ or it was their pleasure to allow. ' But| inde^d^ it 
was such a custonii and such a law, as no maUi no religion, no 
justice could approve or admit. Ifhat a man after having served 
them his whole life at the expense of his sweat and blood, ifiay, 
after having tost his life at their feet and in their cause ; after 
having spent the best of his days, and even the whole of them, 
in toiling and undergoing every hardship to execute their com* 
mands ; that such a man should, after his death, have all his 
laboiirious savings carried away and confiscated, and should leave 
his children, consorts, heirs, dependants and friends, engrossed 
by the thoughts of an approaching distress, and much more 
solicitous how to subsist the next day, than how to lament his 
death, is so atrocious an injustice as will revolt the most ignorant 
mind. It was observed of Aazem-shah, that with so many pre* 
cedents before his eyes, he was the first of that race, who totally 
abandoned that custom, and even expressed a detestation of it. 
One of his richest Ministers being deceased, a list or estimate 
was, according to the established custom, presented to him of his 
estate, which in jewels and money alone amounted to an immense 
sum. The Emperor seemed shocked at the sight of the paper, 
turned his head from it with strong marks of emotion, expressed 
his detestation of both the custom, and the reader, and forbade 
any one under pain of his indignation from presenting to him such 
papers and such reports for the future. After having been so 
much taken up with wars and bloodshed, our attention is diverted 
at once by some events less shocking, but of as interesting a 
nature. 

One Mir-mahmed-hossein, a native of the holy city of Mesh* 
hed in Iran,(i67) who, for ought I know to the contrary, may 
have possibly been, as he pretended, a descendant of one of those 
S^ids called there Ruzuvies, (on whom be peace I ) hearing of 
the extreme generosity and unbounded munificence which Umdet* 
el-mulk-emir-qhan. Governor of CabSl, used to exercise towards 
his countrymen, the Iranians, (generosity spoken of*to this day 

(167) T^ 8 sa is the name of that capital of Qhorassan ; but as Shah-abbass» 
King of Persia, built there a monument for MSssa-reza, one of the twelve Imams 
or Pontiffs, which monument is called Mesh*hed in ArahiCp and thb has in time 
become an object of pligbnage, hence the city itself Is called Mesh-hed. It is the 
fourth in bigness and riches of all Persia. 
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with admiration and wpndejr) quitted his native cjty^ in hopes of 
prefermenti and a more liberal way of life, and came to CabSI. 
As he was learned in the Arabic, and in philosophy, as well as 
some other branches of knowledge, his merit came soon to be 
spoken of ; . insomuch that the son of Emir-qhan's moonshy or 
secretary, having wished to benefit by his instructions, very 
naturally gave him some celebrity, and thus the instructor's name 
came often to be mentioned with encomiums in Emir-qhan’s pre- 
sence, who thereby became desirous of seeing such a man, and 
mentioned his name to Sahab-dji, his consort, daughter of the 
late Aly-merdan-qhan.(i68) The reason of which mention was 
this Sahab-dji had no children of her own ; and to console her- 
self of such a privation, she had adopted the daughter of a Seid 
who had long been in her husband's service, which girl she 
educated with A, deal of care and solicitude. Her views were to 
marry her to some virtuous gentleman of her own country of Iran, 
whenever any such should happen to come from thence, and it 
was agreed between herself and her husband, that whenever 
either of the two should discover any such man, notice of the dis- 
covery should be imparted to the other. Sahab-dji desired her 
husband to examine himself the matter; and that nobleman 
having sent several times for the man, and weighed his worth in 
the scales of keen penetration, he conceived such an affection 
for his person, that he mentioned his name with encomiums to 
his consort. Sahab-dji pleased with this report, ordered prepara- 
tives to be made immediately for the wedding, and in a few days 
she bestowed her daughter on that shrewd man* who by this 
event was introduced into Emir-qhan’s family, made acquaint- 
ances with the principal men of his court, and got together some 
money, and even obtained an office. For in a few years after, the 
superintendence of the perfumery office for the Imperial house- 
hold was sent him from court on Emir-qhan's recommendation • 
and he on his side made friends of several of Emir-qhan's children 


(168) Aaly-merdan-qhan, Governor of Candahar, under Shah-abbass, having 
availed himself of his master’s wars against the Turks, to revolt, gave his person 
and fortress to Shah-djehan, Emperor of India. He was immensely rich, and reputed 
master of the Philosophical stone; and, in fact, by making the canal of Delhi, and 
affording water to a parched tract of eighty miles in length that had no sufficiency 
of it, he found it to all intents and purposes. 


A Persian 
adventurer 
sets up a new 
whimsical 
sect. 
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born from ladie3 different to Sahab'dji. His ambition being equal 
to his artificial turn of mind, he came at last to be considered as 
an extraordinary personage, on whose sanctity and miracles many 
persons settled their belief. Hady-aaly-qhan, eldest son of Emir- 
qhan, with some others, was of the number, and he even seemed 
the most attached to him. Emir-qhan dying about this time, 
was received in the arms of divine mercy, and his consorts and 
family repaired to court ; but Mir-mahmed-hoss§in, attached by 
his office to the city of CabSl, remained there, and after a certain 
time he prepared a quantity of essence of roses of Pishaver,(i 69 ) 
as well as much rose-water and other perfumes for the Em- 
peror's use, and that of the principal Lords and Grandees of 
the court. With such a provision he set out for the capital, in 
hopes of making himself known to the Emperor, and pushing his 
fortune at court. Having confirmed himself in his resolution, he 
set out from CabSl, and arrived at Labor, where he learned that 
the Emperor Aoreng-zib was no more. His hopes of preferment 
on that side being blasted by that unexpected intelligence, he 
sold his perfumery in that very city at a high price, and having 
thereby acquired so large a sum of money as sixty or seventy 
thousand rupees, he thought it sufficient for the remainder of his 
life ; and putting on a fakir’s garb, and a grave sanctified air, he 
conceived the design of setting up a new religion of his own ; 
and first of all he associated to his mission that very secretary's 
son mentioned above, in whom he had discovered much ingenuity 
and many talents. He observed to him : That should they join 
“ their talents together to contrive a new sect, the consequences 
of such an undertaking would prove of manifold benefit to them- 
selves. That it would be necessary, first of all, to invent a new 
language, which might strike by its singularity, and also enable 
them to receive revelations from above, and messages from 
** heaven in a new set of expressions. That by raising their 
characters in that manner they would come to be accounted 

(i^) The roses of Pishavar, a city in CabSl, being renowned for their quality 
all over India, the Atur or essence which is prepared from them, that is, from 
rose-water by insolation, is so veiy precious, that, when genuine, which is very 
seldom the caise, it sells at Delhi for three times its weight in gold, and in Calcutta, 
when to be had, at five times its weight in gold. That which comes from Cashmir 
is very nearly as dear, and even that of Agra or Ecber-abad sells on the spot for 
five or six times its weight in silver. 
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^*l>emga of a middling nature and dignity betwe^ the Prophets 
and the Pontiffs sent in times of yore from heaven. That revela* 
tions standing as proofs of tHeir mission, they might hencefor- 
** ward raise themselves to so many honours, and to so much credit 
** and power as would prove beyond conception. And that once 
they had gained the admiration of the multitude, and the staring 
of the vulgar, and had brought the mob always to throng about 
their persons, the learned ones and the people of higher nations 
** would in time come to be swayed by the multitude's belief at 
last, and would believe themselves, and would be coming in 
** crowds after them ; in which case their credit and influence 
over both, and over both the high and low, would know no 
'' bounds.” 

As the turn of both their minds was alike, the master's in- 
sinuations took root in the disciple's heart ; and these two men 
joining their endeavours together, invented a new language, 

* established its rules, wrote a book in it, full fraught with a number 
of strange expressions and odd imaginations of their own ; and 
by correcting and mending the text alternately, they completed 
a treatise, which they called Acoza-mucaddess,(i 7 o) or the Holy 
Acoza. As the master was not without learning, he brought 
forwards a number of words of ancient Persian, and many other 
expressions which seldom are heard of amongst moderns, and 
having either translated them or given them a particular termina- 
tion, he sprinkled them throughout his compositions, which he 
little by little put into verses. He clothed the whole in a new 
garb, and gave this his farrago a very extraordinary appearance. 
But his pretensions were still more strange, and they are of so high 
a nature, that it is hardly possible to give an intelligible account 
of them. In one word, he pretended to a Bec58kiet or BecoSkiety, 
which novel word he explained by saying: “ That it was expressive 
” of the middle dignity and nature betwixt Prophecy and Pontifi- 
” cate ; adding with all that all Prophets had not been BecoScs ; 
**but that the last and seal of Prophets had been both, and 
moreover that the first Bec58c, simply speaking, had been the 
Prioce of the heirs, the King of Saints, that is. His Majesty 
” Saint-aaly, the son of AabS-taaleb ; that Imam-reza had been 

(170) Acosa may be an ancient Persian word, but Mucaddess, which a^ghUies 
holy cw sanctified, » Arabic. 
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the eighth ; ^nd that down to the Imam the eighth and aecfifer; 
both the Pontificate and Bec 58 kiSty had been joined in one and' 
^'the same person, until the two natures being split asunder, 
BecdSkiety descended to himself (Mahmed HossSin) in one 
^^hand, and the Pontificate to His Majesty, the Imam Mahamed- 
“ taky on the other, from whom it would be continued to the 
Lord of Command,(i7i) (upon whom be peace I) I Mahmed 
Hossein,^* added he, “ am the last of the BecdScs^** This manner 
of counting those gifted with the BecoSkifity, was that' which he 
used when in company with the Imamians; (172) but when he 
found himself amongst the people of tradition and assembly,(i73) 
he commenced his account by the four first Qhalifs, and then 
added four persons more of the Ommiah and Abbass families 
(that is, those few amongst them that had some ( 1 74) little good 
in their compositions and were distinguished from their kindred 
by a better character than the rest) ; after which he reckoned 
himself the ninth BecoSc. And after such an account he used to 
say: Gentlemen, I have no business with any man*s religion; 
but I am come, like a blazing flambeau to illuminate every nation, 
and every sect. My character, therefore, is of the highest nature^ 
for I am the ninth BecoSc who is to be the seal and last of the 
BecdSkiety, and to whom it has been recommended to write a 
book, to invite all nations to his belief, and to promulgate the 
rites of that new law, the intent whereof is to renew and to re^ 
fresh some customs and particular tenets. So that / am myself 
under the immediate influence of inspiration from above, and 

I — -■ ■ ■ — ■ — - ■ - . — . - 

(171) Imam Mehdi is the Lord of Command, (all this is accordin^r to the Shyab 
doctrine) and he is to resuscitate at the end of the world to GOnTert all mankind to 
the true faith, that is, to the Shyah tenets. 

(172) The Shyahs style themselves /mamfirs or Pontificals, from their admit- 
ting only twelve Pontiffs, and also MSmmintns, from their being true believers. 

(173) This is the translate of the words Ahl-isunnet^^Jemaai. The Sunnies 

are styled so by the Shyahs from their admitting a body of traditions, and from 
their praying in congregations as much as they can, in opposition of the Shyahs, 
who admit no traditions, and pray singly. « 

(174) None but a cankered Shyah could speak so. The Bmperoes ol those 
two houses have been not only the greatest conquerors, but also the greatest men 
of letters the Arabs ever had. And as to the Fatemite Qhalifs, or Emperors 
descended from HossSin, and of course Sfiids, histoiy informs us that they were as 
bad as the very worse of the two families above ; nor ii that assertion betlcKl by 
what we see every day of those Fatemite butchers, called the BiApcrora of Morodco. 
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under, ebligution . fa publish those tenets infused in me from 
€dove* . . ^ 

After having setup such pretensions^ he used at some of those 
'Solemn, festivals of the Islamisme, (celebrated by the illustrious 
ReUgionistS)(i75) and. held in veneration by the Mehommedans) 
to assemble his followers^ .whom he called his FerbSds, to whom 
he then exposed his precepts, and with whom he celebrated 
certain anniversaries he had set up ; and as it is written in the 
Me&sir-n^b^vi,(i76) that the revelations that descended upon the 
Prophet were of two sorts, this man to acquire the merit of a 
resemblance, used to say : That he was in the same predicament ; 
•at one time receiving the inspiration in such a manner as that 
there appeared in heaven a luminous globe or discus, not unlike the 
sun, in which the words he was to say appeared delineated, and 
that at last the luminous discus having surrounded him with lights, 
deprived him of his senses, in which state he was so pained by its 
presence, and he suffered so much from its operation, that he firmly 
believed no other man would be able to endure the like. That at 
another time the revelation would manifest itself by a voice that 
pronounced those ridiculous mystical words of his(i77) Qbyf 
shan^nomSd-bSd^it : words which he immediately would mouth 
out to his followers. The rites he had instituted were no less 
singular. His FerbSds in their assemblies after having saluted 
each other, as it is customary amongst Mussulmen, by the word 
Selam*aaleikum,(i78) used to add in a lower tone of voice, the 
sacred words of their sect, to wit, Qhyfshan-nomSd~b 8 d-it. The 
day in which he said the revelation had descended upon him for 

(175) Mam is the name which the Mahometans give to their religion, as being 
no other than that practised by Abraham or Hibrahim, and as transmitted to the 
Arabs, his posterity, by Ismail, his eldest son. They style themselves Dindars or 
or Religionists in opposition to the Gabres or Parsis, and to the HindSs whom they 
are pleased to suppose destitute of religion. 

jf (17^) SSeAsir^ntbM traces of the Prophet. It is a famous book containing an 
.historical account of Mahomet’s expeditions, and of his sayings, customs, ^cc. 

(177) Tliese words form no sense, and bear no signification, but at any rate 
, they might be translated by the words : Concealed, appeared, shewn, was, 

(173) The words Selam^-aalHe, and in the plural, Selam^aaleikum, signify in 
Arabic, Peace be to thee or to ye, and is the salutation which all comers owe to 
other Mussulmen, and which they answer by the vrordsAaleikum^esselam, and toys 
ate be peace, Tl^e salutation is never used for, nor by any, but Mussulmen. As for 
th 3 Shyaa it is those sitting that »lute all comen with the words Sdam>aateUmm, 
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the first timci he had denominated the day luminous ; and he in on 
the anniversaly of it, used to assemble a multitude of people, to 
whom he distributed a perfume of Amber with which they rubbed 
each other’s faces, after which they sung and made rejoicings ; 
and when they were heated with these preparatives, he used to 
display two standards, and putting upon his head a cap not 
unlike that used by the Armenians, (179) but a little loftier, he 
marched at the head of his FerbSds towards those ifiountains 
about Lahor, where there are to be seen those ancient buildings 
of Divel Rani’s, which go by the name of the Divel-baqhtiari’s 
quarters. This journey he always performed in the night time# 
He reported that he had received his first revelation in a spot 
like the cavern of Herra ;(i8o) and he used to fast the six days 
that preceded his rejoicings for the anniversary of the luminous 
day, in which six days he remained silent, as it was in this 
nanner, he said, that he recollected any other anniversary or day 
that had escaped his memory, for which he would order a con- 
gregation of his followers to be held accordingly. 

Over and above the five stated times of prayer that are of 
divine obligation every day, he assembled his FerbSds three times 
more, for the same purpose,(i8i) and his times were first, at 

(179) If it was loftier than the cap used by the Armenians at Calcutta, it must 
have been of more than twenty inches in height. This cap is of stiffened velvet, and 
has been set up in India by the Armenians for themselves ; for in Iran or Persia they 
wear it a great deal lower, but both resemble a Roman Priest’s four-cornered cap. 

(180) The cavern of Herra, where the Prophet used to retire, is a recess in the 
rock near Mecca^ just big enough to receive three or four men. It is of blue and 
white granite ; and incredible as it is, this stone although a granite, has been in the 
course of twelve centuries so much touched by the hands of the pifgrims, that the 
place where the Messenger’s head did touch the roof, by being endlessly nibbed, has 
now an excavation of two or three inches in depth. 

(181) At this rate, these people must have very nearly excluded themselves from 
society ; for as the five stated times of the Mahometan law cannot, if performed 
with due composure, take up less than two hours and-a-half, and their own thj^ 
new stated times of prayer take up (and I have seen some of them at the Cadem- 
ressBl of Moorshoodabad) at least an hour and-a-half it follows, th^ these people 
lost full four hours out of the twelve of the day ; and indeed, the 6ve stated prayers 
consist altogether of thirty-four Recaats or eoupUs of chapters of the Coran (and 
these either are of divine or of ecclesiastical precept or of both ) to which must be 
added the Niyet, the Attayat, the Viter- vadj^, with some other legid prayers, 
besides one’s own particular prayers or requests, and besides an infinity of g enn- 
flexions, inclinations, and prosternations. 
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sthtt^itig alter the Mussulman morning prayer ; se<^ondly, at full 
noon/ when the sun is in the middle of heaven ; thirdly, at sun* 
set, when the horison conserves still some redness towards the 
west. The rites of these his new fangled assemblies were these 
Himself, or his successor, or representative, stood in* the middle^ 
his FerbSds forming round him four ranks in a perfect squares 
like the four walls of a house, each rank standing with the face 
to the quarter of the horizon, then in front, and each of them* 
at one and the same time, after having pronounced the new 
fangled words he had learned from his master, inclined his head 
very low, and turned his body to his left side, in such a manner 
as that those fronting the north, should turn to the north-west ; 
and those fronting the west, to the south-west ; and those front- 
ing the south, should turn to the east ; and those fronting the 
east to the north. After having in this manner exchanged places, 
they cast their eyes upon the ground, after which raising their 
heads upwards, they looked at the heavens, and repeated at each 
time those particular words of theirs. After these six evolu- 
tions the congregation, or as they termed it the Did, was over, 
at which time he assembled a circle about his person, and 
would say : / am that beneficent being (Good God, what a blas- 
phemy I) that dropped in the wor/d(i82) when the younger 
Fatemah ( on whom be peace / ) suffered an abortion. He had 
some other blasphemies and impieties in his mouth besides, which 
I do not remember positively. But what I know is from what I 
have collected myself immediately from his two sons, Shah-feghar^ 
ollah, and Shah^did, with whom I have conversed several times, 
as well as with his principal followers, when I went first to 
Shah-djehan-abad, which was about the end of Mahmed-shah’s 
reign, and the beginning of Ahmed-shah’s. This Impostor had 

(iSS) Th|s la a very obscure article of history. After Mahomet’s demise, the 
Arabian Generals havin^^ had violent disputes about £fivin£^ him a successor, they 
all went to Fatemah, daughter to the Messenger, for the purpose of inquiring of 
her, whether before his death he had not dropped any hint to that purpose ; and 
Fatemah having, as was very natural, given an answer favourable to her own 
hudband, Aaly, cousin to Mahomet, Osman who became impatient, and did not know 
of her being so near, pushed the door violently In order to enter, and it unfortunate- 
ly struck Fatemah, who miscarried the neat day of a male child, to which his mother 
had already given the name of Mohsen or beneficent. It was this Mohsen that 
(}hyfohaa*aoin8d pretended to be. 
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appointed fo^r successors to himself in . imitation of the^ le^tv 
Qhalifs, so famous in the Mohammedan history. The first of 
those was Narshid, that confidant of his> for whom he had coined, 
in his new fangled language the new name of Ve^^i^bar^ The^ 
second was Mir-Bakyr, son-indaw to Emir-qhan^ There were two 
more for whom he coined out the two names, of ^amSd^^allah, 
and JVom&da-nomSd ; and in the same .manner he. ii^ppsed new 
names to his children and to his followers, all of wHicjti..;were. 
drawn from his new-invented language. For whoever presented 
himself for admission, was sure to receive a new name,, which, he 
called a sign ; nor was admittance given on any other terms. 
He had three sons, to the first of whom he gave the name or 
sign of Nema-notnSd ; to the second, that of Feghar ; to the 
third, that of Did, His two daughters were called Netnana the 
elder, and Nemana the younger ; and to his relations from hia 
wife's side, (whose name he changed into that of Ifac^nema) 
he gave the names of Nema-yar, NomSd-^yar, and JRer^nomSd. 
To his son Feghar he gave a second name, to wit, that of 
NomSd^didj{iS2) and so of others. In short, that worthless liar 
quitting Labor, his residence, came sometimes after to Shah- 
djehan-abad, where he took up his abode, and as Bhadyr-shab 
resided at a distance in the former city, his circle of idiots 
increased daily ; so that he drew to his net every ignorant sot 
whom he could bring within his reach. As he .had provided 
wherewith to subsist, he made a parade of his disinterestedness, 
nor ever would ask or accept any thing ; insomuch that, the 
multitude amazed, and mightily pleased to find he subsisted by 
such invisible means, gave him the more credit for what he said 
of himself, and they did not understand. Little by iittle his 
followers swelled into such numbers, and those, numbers proved 
so zealous in alluring others to the net, that at last, they formed 
a mighty multitude. Bahadyr-shah dying about this time, 'there 
arose divisions amongst the Princes of the blood, which occasioned 
dissensions in every city and every town; so^rt|i4t the inipostor 

(183) It would be to no purpose to endeavour to g ra t ify the " Beadcttf curiosity 
about the real signification of those names. Possibly th^ had ia the ancient 
Persian language. In the modern one, Vedji-bar and Feghar would have none 
although at any rate the others might be assimilated to something. NomSda- 
nomSd, as well as NetM-namSd might signify appeared, appearing-chimed ; ' 

Nom 8 d-did, appearedcaw, Nemana is the feminine of Nema onr Of iVeeiM. 
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availing himself Ct the opportunity, spread hb netih€|wider ;'and 
now growing bold and daring, he dropped the veil entirely^ brought 
forth hb new book and new language to the light of broad day, 
gave himself in spectacle to the staring multitude, and fearlessly 
exchanged the obscurity of hb proceeding^ and assemblies for the 
broad sunshine of publicity. Hb skill in argumentation rendered 
him a formidable adversary ; so that whenever any one amongst 
the gaping multitude attempted at any time to raise objections 
against either hb pretensions or tenets, he was soon outwitted 
and overmatched by his antagonist, who never failed to overpower 
his man, over whom he always had the advantage of more expert- 
ness at controversies, and a greater knack at syllogisms and 
sophisms. Hence the multitude confounded at what they were 
seeing and hearing, flocked to him in shoals ; and this was the 
case during all' those dissensions that ended by bringing Feroh<» 
syur to the throne, a Prince exceedingly idiotic and ignorant him- 
self, whilst his two Ministers, eternally busy upon matters of their 
own, minded nothing else; Hossein-aaly-qhan being mostly 
’engaged in wars and expeditions, and the other brother, Abdollah- 
qhan, being eternally engrossed by his pleasures and his insatiable 
love for women, unless indeed his attention was now and then 
awakened by the Emperor’s machinations against him, at which 
time he had too much business of his own upon his hands, to think 
of the impostures and lies of that worthless man. The new sect 
therefore continued to spread, and Haddy-qhan, son to Emir- 
qhan, and a man of the first rank and distinction, became one 
amongst many others of that impostor’s converts ; and his con- 
version produced so imposing an effect, that the mob took the 
belief and sincerity of such great men to be an unansvrerable 
argument for yielding implicitly their own acquiescence, and even 
for going a little farther. But that noble lord’s attachment, as 
wen as that of some others, full as ignorant, whimsical, and sanatic 
as Inmself, added so much splendour and credit to that impostor’s 
person, that in* a litde time he came to count five-and-twenty 
thousand men in his assemblies at one' time. The Emperor Fero^ Impostor 

ayut himself, instigated by some of his lords, men lost to all visited by 

religion, went once to see that impostor. It was in the night 
time, and as it were by stealth and incognito, being accompanied 
Qnly by some eunuchs, without any retinue and without imparting 

3 * 
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his design fo any others. The impostor NomSd having g<^ notice 
of a visit from a Prince equally idiotic and ignorant, had the 
assurance and craftiness to shut up the door of his own room from 
within, and to make difficulty to open it, whilst the Emperor 
descended! to entreaties and supplications, and was supported by 
the impostor’s children and disciples, who redoubled their importu- 
nities. At last he was prevailed upon to open the door. The Em- 
peror on seeing him, inclined his body, made abow, and went for- 
wards. NomSd drawing out a stag’s hide, spread it for the Prince, 
and said : Here is what will do both for Kings and beggars^ 
Choose which you please- Feroh-syur, who was narrow-minded, 
and had none but homely conceptions, charmed with his resigna- 
tion and poverty, conceived from thence a higher opinion of the 
man’s sanctity ; and at his departure, he presented him with a bag 
containing a thousand rupees and eshreffies milled, and with a 
quilted carpet or mimber. The man refused them both ; nor was it 
but after a thousand refusals, that he could be prevailed upon to 
compliment the Prince with a Coran of his own writing, for which 
he deducted seventy rupees out of the bag for his own pains (this 
being his stated price for Corans of his own writing) and returned 
the rest. The Prince having stood up out of respect to receive 
the Coran, carried it to his forehead, and making his bow, he 
returned home. NomSd, without reconducting the Prince, came 
out of the room, and finding the bag and money on the ground, he 
ordered the whole of it to ba distributed immediately to his starers- 
at, an affected piece of self-denial by which he raised his character 
so high in their opinion, that nothing henceforward could shake 
it. So that it became of a solidity not to be reasoned against ; 
Whilst so much eclat rendered the man intrepid and above all 
consideration. He now thought it beneath his dignity to make 
a secret of the festivals and fasts which he had appointed ; nor 
had he the least scruple about displaying full opeh his standard 
within the city, and marching in state to his rendewous ; and this 
be always did at the head of multitudes of his disciples; with Whom 
he resolutely crossed the whole city in parade, witlloult either fear 
or precaution. So far was he from it, that after having performed 
there those ridiculous rites of his, he used to return in triumph 
amongst vast crowds of his followers, who repeated in a loud singl- 
ing tone of voice those mystical words whidb be had trumped op. 
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^ 7%e reign of Feroh-syur being over, as well as the power and 

prevalence of the two brothers, thelhrone fell to the lot of Mahmed- 
shah, and the vezirship to that of his favourite Mahmed-aamin- 
qhan^ whose ministxy lasted only three or four months and some 
days. But that Minister who died of exocruciating pains in his 
bowels, having chanced some days before his death, to hear for 
the first time of that impostor, he ordered some of the soldiers, 
then at his gate, to set out immediately, and to seize and bring 
that Pimp away (for such was his expression on that occasion ), 
and they had orders to kill him instantly, if he made the least 
resistance. As it was already past noon when the order was 
given, and the Vezir had dismissed his people, there were but 
few men at the gate, and only part of those went to the impostor’s, 
where they signified the order they had received. At that moment 
Qhyfshan-nom^^ (for so he styled himself) was taking his meal 
within his room ; and hearing the soldiers talk without, he lost 
his wits, and remained stupified with fear. But having had time 
to recollect himself, and being a man fertile in expedients, he 
sent out Dtdj his youngest son, who was extremely handsome ; 
and putting in his hands a few cakes of mixed wheat and barley, 
with some dishes of pulse and greens, which he had before him, 
he added this message: Friends, as you are come to a fakir^s 
house partake of his fare for a while, until he comes himself 
The soldiers equally surprised and struck with the singularity of 
the message, and the beauty and tender age of the messenger, 
waited awhile. In the meanwhile Mahmed-aamin-qhan, whose 
distemper was a violent cholic, being actually seized with a 
paroxysm of his evil, the news in an instant spread everywhere, 
and reaching the soldiers, they all left NomSd, and repaired to 
their quarters at their master’s gate, being anxious about the 
arrears due to them. The Vezir, who was actually attacked and 
overpowered by the worst species of that distemper, had lost 
his senses and was speechless ; but as soon as he could open his 
eyes, he asl^ed where was that man ? It was represented to him 
that his accident had so much affected all his servants, that their ^ 
attention had been entirely engrossed by their master’s situation, 
on which account the seizing and bringing the man had suffered 
a small delay* The Minister, displeased with the apology, order** 
ed him to be brought without fml to-morrow morning. But iii 
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the evening the Minister himself being seized with anotl^f. violent 
fit of his disCemperi seemed to be so near his end, thsit lifts life 
was despaired of ; and NomSdc who was thinking how to. make 
his escape, but to whom Haddi-aly-qhan and some others of his 
friends and followers were from moment to moment conveying, 
intelligence of the Minister’s despaired state, at once plucked up 
courage, and sending for a number of his followers who flocked' 
in shoals to him, he^gave broad hints of the Vezier^s being at the 
agonies of death, an intelligence that was now brought to him* 
explicitly. On this notice he came out of his house with a serene 
air of satisfaction, and took up his seat in the mosque close to 
lus door; upon which his followers, relations, and friends, im- 
mediately filled the mosque and street. But at this very time 
Camer-eddin-qhan, son to the dying Minister, having been over- 
come by the fears of the old women of the seraglio, and by the 
apprehensions of men as weak as the women themselves, he sent 
at day-break his own Divan with a bag of five thousand rupees 
to that impostor as an atonement for his father’s misbehaviour, 
and a price for some Amulets of his own writing, which were 
requested as a favour. The man who had already recmved a 
short note urith intelligence of the Minister’s deaths now spread- 
ing his wings full open, and taking a lofty soar, he was discours- 
ing in a high tone of voice, and saying these very words I have 
shot such an arrow into that Pagan* s heart as will never let him 
recover. Nevertheless^ in imitation of mjt ancestor, wko’ was 
martyrized in a mosque, (184) I am come to receive martyrdom 
in this mosque, although, indeed, would he add after a pause, / 
cannot receive it since I have been already martyrized once (an 
expression by which he alluded to the abortion suffered by the 
younger Fatema). He was yet speaking, when Camer-eddin- 
qhan’s Divan came in, and laid the money at his feet, as> a price 
for his writing a Taaviz or Amulet, adding at the same time an 
humble message from the son, expressive of a hope that he would 
forgive Mahmed-aamin’s transgressions (for such vras hU expres- 
sion) . The inspired man’s answer was ; That an arrow once shot, 

(184) Aaly strongly suspected of having been underhand. eaim of Osman 
his predecessor’s death, was assassinated by three of the deceased’s followers, and 
this was in the Mosque of CSfdh^ called Nedjifhy the Shyah, once the capital of 
the Arabian Empire, and now a smdll town of the terrildry bf Bask^, knoWb only 
by Aaly’s sepulchre. 
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Md a water cwpe spilt, einfuldnot came hack. Th|s answer having 
pi^ttced a fresh effusion of prayers and supplications, he turned 
towards his future successor, and bid him write these Arabic 
words of the Coran We have sent the Coran down forthebene^ 
fit of the believers, nor is there in it any thing for tyrants but 
loss and disadvantage. The paper being written, he put it in the 
Divan's hands, and bade him carry itquickly, although, added he, 
/ know it will avail nothing, as by the time thou shalt be arriv^ 
ed, the man will already have ceased to live. The Divan humbly 
insisted on his accepting the money, but he refused it constantly, 
saying : That for his part he would not so much as touch it ; but 
that the poor people present might take it, if they pleased. 
Hardly had these words come out of his mouth, when those Indian 
beggars, accustomed to overrun a whole city for the sake of a 
few piecei^f copper, getting up at once, in a moment made 
away with the whole sum. The Devan, on his return, heard by 
the way that the Vezir was gone to the place he had deserved ; 
and the intelligence being then publicly conveyed to NomSd, 
he got up, dismissed the congregation, and went home with an 
air of satisfaction and triumph. But meanwhile this miracle of 
his being rumoured abroad, and exaggerated all over the city, 
did not fail to produce a plentiful crop of sots and idiots. 

Three years after this miracle, NomSd himself with all his 
whimsies and artifices died, and was succeeded by his eldest son, 
Nema-nomSd, who fell out with his brothers, and with several 
of his father’s followers, on account of the shares of a family estate 
which he had been presented with by his disciple, Hadi-qhan, and 
which the father had assigned to Vedji-bar and to his other con* 
fidants, in his life time, as an acknowledgment for their faithful 
services. These disputes did not please Vedji-bar, who more than 
once observed to Nema-nomSd, that he had better sit quiet and 
be silent, than to fall out with one, who by his age was not likely 
to be his guest many years longer. But as Nema-nomSd was 
already in«his father’s lifetime accustomed to bear a sway, and 
to govern his followers, and he could not suspect that they could 
alter or change their notions of his son’s importance, he paid no 
attention to Vedji-bar’s clamours, a conduct which could not fail 
to incense the latter, who thought himself equal to his master in 
every artifice and every imposture, .and had, moreoyerj always 


His imposture 
set open by 
one m his 
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acted as the other's right-hand-man. These dissensions roM so 
high that, when the congregation of FerbSds proved more nittiiekt* 
ous than usual, he appeared in the middle of them, and with a deal 
of deliberateness, he delivered himself in these words t^/^riends*, 
said he, do you know my handwriting from that ^of ihe laio 
Nomo8d*s. He was answered in the affirmative by humberSi 
who really knew both hands. Upon which he Went into a closet, 
and brought out from thence the flap of his cloak full of a quantity 
of writings, containing the rough draugnts and original miiiutes 
of the law book, which the impostor had published. The text 
appeared evidently written by both hands alternately, with plenty 
of alterations, interlineations, in either hand, and plenty of erasures* 
These being handed about for some time amongst the bystanders, 
most of whom could readily distinguish one hand from the other, 
the man still standing added these very words : Fxiends / let 
me tell you that this new religion and sect have been contrived 
by NontSd with your humble servant*s assistance. Had it come 
from God, it would have come at one stroke, without needing 
so much erasing, and so many alterations and corrections. These 
words struck the whole assembly. The writings and evidence being 
acknowledged on all hands, many who had still some common, 
sense left, smiled at their own credulity, and went away pretty 
much altered in their belief; and the matter being rumoured abroad, 
the desertion increased, and those mixed assemblies of impostors 
and idiots, and knaves and sects, were very much thinned. 
Nema-nomSd, confounded at such a reverse, made up matters 
with Vedji-bar*I But it was too late, the matter had got abroad ; 
and Nema-nomSd finding how matters went to wreck, retired to 


(185) Were we to judge by such a rule certain religion of very great pretensiona 
in this world, and still greater ones in the other would have S great deal to lose i 
for that religion has been making these sixteen hundred yean^ and that too so early 
as twenty years after its birth, and it may be said with truth tfiat if ^1 this nuking 
has been ov^ these one hundred years past, it is barely and solely because men 
after having cut each other’s throats for thousands of years about all these makings, 
are now grown so cold and so indifferent about these matters, that were any new 
making to be set up now, it would be received with contempt and derision. Bat there 
is another religion in the world that may be said with great truth to hove come out 
of the hands of God at one single stroke. That stroke is over now these twelve 
hundred years ; nor hm there the leSst innovdfio^ been adtnitted in Hi tenets, rites, 
and ceremonies, thronghMt^ll'Biat loi^ sides of ages. 
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an estate in the DSahi wij^ which Hedy-aalyi*<ihan had cdmpli* 
mented the family^ and it was there he took up his abode, by 
styling himself Shah-feghar^or Saint Feghar, successor to his 
father’s carpet. 

This Shah^feghar or Saint Feghar was a man of a pleasant 
aspect, and veiy sensible conversation ; nor was he destitute of 
learning. 1, the poor man, knew both him and his brother, Did, 
as well as Vedji-bar, as well as Mir-bakyr, who all became his 
suGcessorSi each in their turn. I have seen them all, known them 
all personally, spoken often to them ; and what has been delivered 
in these sheets, are the result of either what 1 have heard from 
their mouths, or of what was said by those who conversed with 
them these many years past. Shah-feghar lived mostly under 
Mahmed-shah, and he even saw some years of the beginning of 
Ahmed->si)^h’s reign. This monarch, who, after Nadyr-shah's 
departure, was observed often to amuse himself with fakirs and 
other religious persons, had given him free access to his person. 
But after that Prince’s decease, he found means to introduce him- 
self to the Nawab D8javid-qban, another inspired personage, 
whose revelations called DSjavidian-revelations, several persons 
out of flattery were collecting into one volume, in writing and 
arranging which Shah-feghar was associated to some other cor- 
rectors. Did, his younger brother, died about this time, and was 
in a few years followed by his elder, Shah-feghar. It was about 
the beginning of Mahmed-shah’s reign. Most of his father’s 
sectators and admirers were already dead in Feghar’s lifetime, and 
more had deserted him since that event ; nor did there remain to 
him but some few idiots stupidly wedded to those whimsies. 
After Shah-fegar’s decease, and the ruin of Shah-djehan-abad^ 
some of NomSd’s nearest relations, like the remains of the tribes 
of Ad and Semood,(i86) taking a dislike to that ruined city, 
repaired to Bengal, where they were recommended by some silly 
courtiers to Miren, son to Mir-djaafer-qhan, who had assumed 
the Nizavn^t or government of that province, and they were so 
well supported, that Miren complimented them with a spot of 
ground, since called Cadem-ress81, and a pension of five rupees 
a day ; but most of these people were already gone to hell, the 

(i82> Two tribos coraed by the Prophet H8d or Heber, and who perished in a 
whirlwind which overwhehned them under a tempeat oC aand. 
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plsuce of tKeir designation! in Mir-d]aafer* 4 jhati’s liftsttimoi of' whidi 
Prince I hope to speak at large in the subsequent sheets. Nor did 
any one remain of that worthless impostor’s 'race, that I know> 
except Nema-nom8d-yar! and some of the impostor’s women, 
who are alive t6 this day in the ye^r 1194 of the Hed]ra.(i87) 
So that the race of that worthless man was put an end to, thanks 
to God, and we can now revert to our general histoiy. 

Mahmed-aamin-qhan, who found that his distemper gained 
ground, was not satisfied with the denials and answers given hint 
by his physicians, but absolutely insisted upon some relief or some 
medicine. So that the physicians after consulting together, agreed 
upon administering a clyster ; and as this remedy, although 
repeatedly given, did not procure any relief, his excrements came 
out at his mouth, and he took his journey to the other world. 
They say, that he bore such a cordial aversion to the descendants 
of the Prophet, and detested so violently those particularly de- 
scended from the Prince of Justs, that hearing by the way a man 
who sung the words Aaly, the Saint of God, he ordered his 
tongue to be cut off. (188) And there is a common report that in 

(187) As our author is so careful in recording the beauty and the several descend- 

ants of that family, it will not be out of its place to give here a curious article of 
the Secret chronicle of Moorshoodabad. So late as twelve years ago^ there used to 
come out of Cadem-ress 81 , in the middle of the night and under a variety of disguiees* 
a certain tall elegant figure, which some supposed to be a ministering angel of that 
sacred shrine, but which some others took to be a plain woman to. alt intents and 
purposes. If the latter, she was as fanatical and as whimsical as her mdsC whltnSlcal 
ancestor, but then she appeared so exquisitely beautiful as to warramt the opinion of 
those who thought <her some celestial being or Missionary, sent on purpose to give 
to affliiirted mortals a fore-taste of the joys of Paradise. T^oughout a tall body of 
the most scrupulous symmetry, she displayed under a satined skin of the most daszling 
white, such a variety of bluish ramifications, as would have taught an ignorant 
the situation of an infinity of veins. All these being added to a melodious tone of 
.voAce the softness of which affected, and to an enthusiasm of passkmate aefnnihiliifcy, 
which nothing could equal, but that ingenious variety of scMnret arts, which none 
but a celestial being could have imported from heaven, formed an irrefragable argu* 
ment that she was some unaccountable being, or that beauty as well as contrivance 
were hereditary in that family. ' ' 

(188) No man in his senses who has been much in the inland flakis of India, 
and has an idea of those sentiments of lenity, and tolerance universally, apdsad over 
all that continent^ will give credit to so absurd a stoiy ; but the authps who hated 
the Vesir, and carries that hatred to the most childish credulity ,wheq 4t4s in qe e st ion 
of his man, has lost all his credit by that story and by the faliowing, where the moat 
bungling treachery and imposture are visible to the meanest ondciatandtngi 
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biiiteilloncif iNpiBdAs liSbo spread a tAble ^ victuals, as 

ad <M 9 N»rii)igto thelSiiiraf Braves, and humbly waiting for a token 
of hiaacceptaiiice* aredliVays excusfed, he ordered such a talrie to be 
eprbad on hia own. accdunt, with an intention to gpve Ihe matter a 
ridfeuloue turn. , Now that such a token is granted by His Majesty, 
the King of Btaves, to those that have a sincere faith, (189} and 
that it has been an infinity of times observed by thousands of 
people^ some of which were men of great sense and knowledge, 
as well as prone to incredulity, is universally known to all the 
worldi and to my humble self in particular, who have often offered 
such an offering, and as often observed a variety of tokens of 
acceptanoei for which I return my respectful acknowledgments 
to God Almighty. This the wretched Minister could not bear to 
hear mentioned in his presence ; and his aversion to the Seids 
was soch, that even his friends, servants, and dependants, made 
no difficulty to call him a Mfiaviah and a Yezid,(i9o) of which 

(tSg) Thwe 4f aobeptance are also granted (and the author may rest 

atsurad dl It) to persons whb so far from having a sincere faith, are very slightly 
accoutred that way ; for those signs, which consist sometimes in a voice heard dia» 
tinctly, sometimes In an impression on the saltcellar, and oftner in a grain of rice 
or wheat dropping from the roof, have been several times granted and observed 
trithin the translator's family, in which there is a fanatical zealot of a woman, and 
hlso U Sfiidanee^ that is, a daughter of a S€id , and it may be said with truth that 
those tniraeles^ incfuding also those that never fail to happen at every Moharrem, 
cannot amount to less than to about six hundred yearly miracles performed in the 
single city of Moorshoodabad, on an average 

(l^) Ydzid, of whom so much ill is said here, wa^ one of the greatest Princes 
that ever lelgned. His dominions extended from Bagdad to the Ganges on one 
side, and Vn tho other, they stretched over all Africa as far as Spain SLnd the southern 
province of Ftanoe I His troops besieged Constantinople, and had infallibly taken 
it, had not the beel^ed found a never-failing resource in the use of the Grecian 
fire, gimpowder. hfdaviah, his father, was related to Mahomet in the same degree as 
(Aalyi They were bdfli sons to two of the Messenger's uncles ; but MOavlah acted 
as his s e e rct a ry. TUa MOaWah is the first, who after the three first successors of 
liahMuffa, openly despised Aaly’s pretensions to the Qhalifat or Empire, although 
ho adttdtted them as to the private property belonging to the Messenger ; and Aaly 
having Wrot e him a letter thereon, he answered it by a blank sheet of paper, and 
tnafehed agalnstf him at the head of his troops, having turned Osman's bloody shirt 
into a main standard fixed on the point of a spear. Now this Aaly was stronger 
nnspeeted of having been highly instrumental in the seventeen stabs which Osman 
received ; aad what shews that this opinion was pretty well founded, Is, that out of 
one hendrad and 6ilrty»four thousands lighting men, which constituted the whole of 
the ifahometan tovoe on the Messenger's demise, full eighty thousands added with 
Mdaviah. As to Mahmed-aamin-qhan's being reproached by his very sMrvdfitS f6r 

32 
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names he seemed to be proud. - He once said that hie 
himself to offer such a table of victuals to those two venerable 
personagfes of his, in hopes of observing^ their acceptance b^v^seene 
visible sign, in approbation of his attachment to them, ^ and of 
giving some check likewise to those blasphemers that pretend to 
soar so high ;(i9i) and what he said, he put in execution. The 
entertainment having been prepared in a retired apartment of the 
seraglio, himself with that broken constitution of his, made a 
shift to limp thither with a number of choice persons, and to pro- 
nounce the Fateha or benediction in the name of those venerable 
personages of his ; after which he went away, shutting up the 
door of that room, and putting the key of it in the hands of a 
trusty old woman of his whom he placed close to it, as on the 
watch, with orders in an hour’s time to open the door, and to see 
what sign had appeared, so as to make her report tQ him, that he 
might immediately repair thither with his courtiers, and convince 
the incredulous. It happened that the woman was herself a Shyah 
in her heart, but that she used to conceal her opinions and princi- 
ples. After a full hour had elapsed she, according to his instruc- 
tions, opened the door, and saw an ugly black dog sitting quietly 
upon his hams, and tasting leisurely of every plate, and licking 
his chops. Struck with the sight, she ran to her master, and out 
of breath, sccamed out ; “ Wliy, my Lord, should you wait for 
a sign and what do you mean by seeing it ? Here he is come 
himself, and has honoured your table with his presence, and he 
“ is actually tasting of every plate.’’ Mahmed-aamin-qhan getting 
up with all those present, repaired to the chamber, whilst the old 

his aversion to the Seids, the reason is, that there is in the Indians, as well as in al| 
mobs whatever, a propensity to theatrical shows ; and that people naturally inclined 
to merriness, but restrained the whole year round by the customs and laws, are very 
much pleased to make themselves some atonement by the sin^in^s and the theatrical 
actions of the Moharrem. Hence it is observable that, in religion, oonsi^ 

in little else than in being circumcised, fasting in the Ramaaan, abstaining from 
victuals touched by Europeans, and, above all, in dancing and singing in the Mohar- 
rem. This last article is become the main part of both the belief Mifd^ |>ractkse of 
that country. * 

(191) Were the Shyahs or partisans of Aaly contented with re|eC!tMig hli three 
predecessors, as usurpers, they would be left to enjoy their own opinion ; but they 
go much farther, and load those venerable men, all three of whom had protected, 
sheltered, and supported the Prophet, with curses and abuses ; and hence they are 
called Rafzies or blasphemm. 
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away. The Mthister beittg 
attn^ at the I^pbti saw" with his own eyes, the dog feeding 
heartily,^ and tS0itkg incensed bhyond measure at the sight, he 
Granted td pdt the old woman to death ; but although every per* 
qniilition* was made, she could not be found. He suspected 
treachery,- and would bite his lips in the excess of his anger and 
t^eisentment ; but without being able to wreck his resentment upon 
anyone, at laat he quitted this world and repaired to the place 
-which was fit for him. 

It is reported by people of the highest credit, that on Emir- 
dejmlah being appointed to the government of Azini-abad, the 
-Lords and Grandees of the court went out of the city to wish 
him a good journey, and to take their leave ; but that the late 
Naamel-ollah-qhan, son to Roh-ollah-qhan, being then taken up 
with the mourning rites and other customs usual in the first ten 
days of Moharrem in commemoration of the Prince of Martyrs, 
Hossain, son of Aaly, (on whom be peace ! ) came late, and he 
excused himself to Emir-djemlah with saying : “ That he had been 
in mourning.’’ Mahmed-aamin-qhan happened to be present at 
^at visit, and sat on^one hand of Emir-djemlah, whilst Naamet- 
Ollah-qhan sat on the other. On hearing the apology, Mahmed- 
admifl*qhan asked whether any person had died in His Lordship's 
palace ? Naamet-ollah-qhan answered in the negative, but added 
that his mourning was on account of the Prince of Martyrs. And 
pray, my Lord, replied Mahmed-aamin-qhan, were not Hossein 
and Y€zid younger sons of the same holy family ? And does it 
become ua to mourn for the one, and to reject the other ? “ The 

younger son of the holy family, for us," rejoined Naamet-ollah- 
qhan, " has been killed, and we mourn for him ; whereas your 
** younger son of the holy family did gain the victory. Do you 
** then rejoice on his account ? " At these words, the conversation 
grdwing warm, they both laid their hands upon their poniards, 
when Emir-djemlah interposed and made up the matter. After 
aucb a digression on that Minister's turn of mind, we may now 
n^vert to public matters. 

Mahm^-aa:min-qhan being deceased, the Emperor without 
ihMking dny new Vezir, appointed Ynaiet-ollah-qhan, one of tho 
bid lords of Aoreng-zib’s court, to act as Deputy in that high 
and be invested him in his new dignity with a rich dress of honour.* 
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At that monfent His Majest/s attenttoft was mpplicated tcrihe 
following report : That Nizam-el-malk, his faithful semilt, Sfter 
having put in order the affairs of*th6 governmeirt^ HzJdar^sbsuIi 
was coming to the presence, and had arrived as lasas Feridapaor, 
where being informed of commotions excited hj^ sOM# rdractoxy 
Afghans of Bidjapoor, and by some rebellious ZeSttmdars of the 
Carnatick, he had hastened thither to put am ^nd Sttt thdse 
disturbances. A supplication was at the same time {Mtneiitcd 
from the Sahoo Radja with five hundred eshreffiea, in emgra- 
tulation of his Imperial Majesty’s victory. The Emperot after 
listening to this report, dismissed Abdol-semed**q^n, goveraior 
of Labor, to his government, whilst Camer-eddin-qhan wu invest- 
ed with his father’s title of Ytimad-ed-d5ulah or trustworthy of 
the Empire; but Muez-ed-doulah-haider-c81y-qhan> tile vaiuinti 
had his surname of Nasyr-djung exchanged for that uf Firoz^djung 
or Victorious in war. Saadet-qhan was honoured with the govern* 
ment-general of Ecber-abad, and Mahmed-qhaii*bailgash, who had 
been promoted to the government of Ilah-abad, and had set out 
for it, having been recalled again within the city on account of his 
setting up some excessive demands for the lands of his Djaghir, 
and for some other points, was reprimanded for bis artificCi taken 
into favour again, and appointed anew. At the aanie time the 
Imperial Gazette from Haider-abad brought the following Strange 
news : That the seventh of Sefer of the secofid year of His 
Th C a reign, there fell, out of season, such an immense qnanUty 

tic ruined by of rain in the country of Carnatic, that all the rivers^ rescfvrfrs, 
water. ^ pieces of water had overflowed their bounds^ suhmefged the 

grounds to the distance of ten or twelve cosses at the light and 
left, and swept away and drowned an infinity of men and cattlci 
carrying away whole villages and towns, and levelling them with 
the ground. A mountain in the same country had split in 
crushed under its ruins a whole town with all its inbabitants/^and 
cattle, and ruined the whole country around. The 
hearing that news, went a hunting, and took AghyiM^^ban fhe Tnrk 
with him, to whom he spoke Turkish durinaf the whtd#' imatingi 
taking care to shew him a deal of kindness and good Three 
or four days after, the Empercur of his Qiyn mot|an« and without 
any one's mediatum and interference, added dfilieen hundred 
horse to his grade, and a thousand mote to bbi€Oliimand» SP^ablhS 



^ ifr 

>df 4ai^9 jo^r, WQ^cr 

444^!i|t)»^ll^S^^ AQOtili^ t0 lus eCFectual cofom^ 

grade of four 

hQCm'Aml t9.^ re^l command of three thousand-* M ililB* 
ianm Msami^NUPM^ frQip £^cber>abad, that Dilir-qhan^ lieutjenant tq 
MftI|l 9 e 4 'F«^> 9 i%!!b 9 egash, paving some disputes about his ma^tft^ft 
vit& <t‘Zcmindar of the country of Buiidil-cundt he 1^ 

W|liMre4 with a body Qf two thousand horse,, in ordar to. 

^aasnQa.tiied^Hted grounds by himself; but that tho conference 
hawag dngmeiated into a dispute, and this ended in a battle, 
that, officer been slain with about eight hundred of his mem 
Oetbis tntel]|^[ence, the Emperor ordered a letter of consolatioo 
wilha^ylaat and 3eipitchto be sent to Mahmed>qhan-bangash ’9 

' After hnvi^ interrupted qur narrative by relating these little 
OQCurrences, we shall revert to the stream of our historyv The 
ti>hid>iteata lai. the province of Adjmir and the city of Ahmedo 
ahadvGSdjerati being dissatisfied with their Governor, who was 
tfm Nayvab Radja Djehi-sing, they sent some of their body to 
OOtnplnin of . him at, court. They found that the Radja, ootoi 
.hatred to the two. $€id brothers, and also out of partiality against 
the Mussulpieo in general, with whom he was eternally at variance, 
had been guilty of various excesses. These complaints having 
been, found grounded, the Radja lost both his appointments, and 
Hah|er.^ly.«^n was appointed to the government-general of Trooblcsia 
the ..QSdjexat, which was conferred upon him in the amplest 
ipenhpr, comprehending the Fojdary of all the districts relieving 
qf the Intpevud Qhalissah, together with the Divanship and 
.C<mtSqipl«Qffi6e| toall which were added the command and receipts 
qf the.qity and pprt of $8ret-bender (Surat). Cazem-phan, one 
^ thft Mqnsohdnn of the province of GSdjerat, was appointed 
{iidIhsShsihi pp.fficatenant-governor, with three thousand hn^ee 
add^ In. and two thousand to command; moreover, 

hq.n^Aseofitndtwith the surname of Shudjaat-qhan, and, with 
w. a^#w|l n N««nr3,(i93) as was his brother, Mqqite^ 

‘‘tr^ '^^<%^*h ahigekMte>drummadeapwith iron>hoops and ivrlWw 

Itisoevw wedbiObf impb.i«gwiltsPo^ 

, man a ipttdpii-iiiqniimat is 
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c81y-beg» with the grade of 2, thousand horse, ahd the ebnilMtldi 
of five hundred, and the surname of Rostem«aly-<{han. 
distinctions were added the Deputy-governorship of the sevbml^ 
Purgunnahs or districts dependant on Brdudah# " Distinctions^ 
were likewise' bestowed on Ray-rag8nat, Divan to MaTder-cSiy*-' 
qhan. He was first promoted to an increase of 'grade and An 
^ addition of command, and then ordered to attend to'the finaneeS 
of the GSdjerat and of the port of S8ret-bender ; and as 
pensation to Camer-eddin-qhan, who had heretofore enjoyed tfi^ 
collection of that port,, he received the Fodjdari of M8rad«-al^d/ 
vacant by HaYder-c81y-qhan’s promotion. The govemrtient Of tho 
province of Adjmir was bestowed on Muzafer-aly-qhan, a noble-^ 
man who had been introduced at court by Qhand58ran and Radja 
Djehi-sing-sevai. He was further presented with a Serpitch,(f^3K 
of jewels, a Qhylaat, and an elephant, and then dismissed to his 
government. Atyah-ollah-qhan, son to Yaniet-ollah-qhan, was 
appointed to the office of Postmaster, as was Fazl-aly-qhan, to 
the superintendency of the elephant office, vacant by Terblet-^ 
qhan’s dismission, and both received their Qhylaats, or dresses 
of honour. Saad-eddin-aly-qhan, who had come on the part of 
Nizam-el-mulk, to pay his obeysance, and who on that General’s 
recommendation had been promoted to the grade of five thousand* 
horse, with the command of three, and to a Nagara, was now 
honoured with a Qhylaat. 

News came about this time that Radja Adjet-sihg’s Na9> 
Deputy in Ahmed-abad, being informed that his master’s office 
was vacated, Sind sensible that he would himself soon^ meet with 
his reward for the oppressions he was guilty of a|[ainst all ranks 
of men, resolved before a successor should come upon him, to 
enjoy a full revenge against the inhabitants, by plundering tho 
merchants and sacking the city, and committing as much misdi^ 
as he could, before he should take his leave finally; But he was' 
mistaken in his reckoning. There was then in the city a 
man, called Mehr-aly-qhan, who having been Paymaster" Of 
forces and Deputy-governor on the part of the Radja Adjet^^slhg, 
had fallen under the lash of the auditing office, Otel ftOW^lived^ 
discontented and upon ill terms with his former master, as welt 

(193) Serpitch is a piece of jewel-work worn ttpoa the‘forc|Mtft'di^'the 
but so as that the drop or gem ol 4 t hangs on^the forehead.-^ 
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new ISovern who'^ his sidd wais 

disMtiafied with him, as well as with a friend of bis, Sefder* 
qbaii4>abiv' These two men joined together to rid themselves of 
the Pepoty^governor’s violence, and resolved to render such a 
senricc^as should evince their zeal and acquire some right upon 
the new Governor’s gratitude and good opinion. Calling to their 
assistance a number of Afghans and a multitude of inhabitants; 
they fell upon the Deputy, and after a bloody engagement, in 
which they killed a vast number of Radjp58ts, and wounded the 
rest, they drove him out of the city. The Naib having taken 
shelter in the house of a nephew of Sefder-qhan-babi’s, was besieg- 
ed there, and at last got out of the city with the utmost disgrace. 
In his flight to Djudeipoor, his country, he took care to plunder 
some villages and districts that were on his way. Mehr-aly-qhan 
and his colleague having taken a full revenge of that miscreant, 
sent word to Naher-qhan, Divan of Ahmed-abad, who was also 
one of the dependants of the Seids, requesting him to abstain 
from meddling with the public money in the treasury and with 
the affairs of government. The man, who felt himself strong, 
asked them their authority and wanted to quarrel ; and the matter 
was proceeding to an open rupture, when Shudjaat-qhan arrived 
with a patent under the hand and seal of Haider-cSly-qhan, on 
sight of which Naher-qhan evacuated the city, after having made 
peace ; and this little disturbance accelerated some promotions 
intended by the court. 

Stid Nusret-yar-qhan, Soobadar or Viceroy of Azim-abad, 
received the title of R8c8n-ed-dd81ah, with the addition to his 
grade of a thousand double horse. (194) Shir-efken-qhan was 
promoted to the government of M81tan, and to the title of 
Yzzet-ed^ddSlah ; and news coming from Ecber-abad that Saadet- 
qhan had besieged four forts betwixt Mahtra and that capital, 
which served as shelter to a multitude of banditties and Zemin- 
dars that infested the country, and had taken them with the loss 
of four hundred of his men, and a vast slaughter of the besieged, 
orders were given, lor sending to that General a letter of con- 
gratulation with a Qhylaat and a poniard studded with jewels*. 
The Emperor, at the same time, although by disposition little fit- 
ted With that keenness and firmness of temper required fora 
(194) That is, two horses to each trooper.. 
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steady attention to matters of 

clined to attend to them, yet to shdw his iiidiiteAsii t6 dCi ifoodt^ . 
r pedien^of the and his disposition to afford justice, he ordferediithtf^labdl sIm ^ 
renJ^h^per- made fast to a long chaih, and the chain hung4^R on the oi^- 
son more side of the Octagon tower that looks ^ towards tiie;M!htes-,shle^ 4o 

put it in the power of any one who should think hinteell'O^pressedf 
and could hot find admittance at the gate of the castle,. to ^tepair 
to the chain and to ring the bell. The hinte of . She^sj.tlte' 
Emperbr’s accession to the throne was celebrated iildlhthaditlnMt 
pomp and magnificence. Before the end of this yeto Muisafier-^ 
aly^qhan, having been appointed to the government of ' 

was for want of means and a proper equipage, loitetsog faisifime 
at Revari, which is only at three cosses from the.capitelr when 
news coming that Radja Adjet-sing had marched jbo-tiiatiSOimSiy 
from DjSdepSr with an army of thirty thousand horse, siirOlled 
by a number of Zemindars and RadjptSs, the new GoV^raor'.we* 
now in earnest obliged to make a further stay. Adjet-sing having 
meanwhile possessed himself of the city of Adjmic, fitst efisH, 
published by beat of drum, that all shop-keepers iuid haadicmfts- 
men should keep themselves quiet and attend to their cailiiigs<as 
usuali without any fear ; and secondly, to recover his diMapter^ - 
much sullied by his former ill usage of the Mussulmei^ he 
for the rectors and attendants of the mosques, recoEgAaeinded tbsir- 
performing their religious rites as usual, and appdiMed a sum-af 
money towards the repairs of those holy places^ AAieir .Irhicht 
having assembled all the crown-officers and all thei»iwilket»tio.nf 
he produced in the middle of them an Imperial patent eighad^itib; 
the impression of the Emperor’s whole bai)d,(r9^ .|iUl|>octiBg 
under the most sacred oaths, and most solemn pneiaises,-lhe'gfift 
to him of the two governments of Adjmirand Ahntefl^abad for file- 
As the Radja was a friend of the Seids, an^ ainaa,o|g^Nt*tj||Ower) 
whom it was important to gain over, the patent hnd^beMtiFMt^il 
his hands, by the Empress-mother, on the firstiatl^figtMWej^fiL^^ 
ed-derdjat’s drawing to his end, and of her.fo»vRaiidtaa'4^ 

(19s) The Emperor a* well m the GrandcM Of Iniiti iigeWtteUHli 
writing the word Ear. at the bottom of the letter .in a- nStch jaig%#h<< ifa li> r, )<fcrir. 
name which is always the Mme as their seal, bdng stamps^ oo..^9pfar of 
letter with printer's ink. There are, however. Instances whttre the. Bteperocs of 
India, as well as the Turkish Empero^, have SUmp^ tMr'silhiicjfetendl U|Km 0 
writing, and Mahomet himself has done ihosAtna. 
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Miig* intended to^ eucceed- biiti in the Iinperial throne. OthHAs 
pntent the Getitodr prince ordered authentic copies to be taken by 
the Imperial DiVan, and he sent them under the same cover with 
supplications of his own, both to Qhand58ran and to Zaafer-qhan, 
the two principal Ministers. The purport of his representation 
was: " That although to deprive him of both governments was 
contrary to the, faith given, yet in compliance with the Imperial 
** pleasure, be had complimented away the province of Abmed- 
abad-g8djerat ; but that after such a sacrifice, to be deprived of 
the province of Adjmir also, would so deeply affect his honour 
in the eyes of his own clan and of the whole world, that he could 
no more shew himself ; and that as honour had been at all times 
** dearer than life to men of generous feelings, he hoped that, out 
of regard to his situation, they would condescend to leave him 
** one of those two governments, as his life and head were staked 
on that single point.'' This year also in the month of Zilhidj, 
Padeshah«begum, daughter to Aoreng-zib, a Princess that went 
by the name of Zinet-en^nessa, departed this world. (196) 

QhanddSran, on receiving this letter, was inclined to abstain 
from quarrels nnd dissensions, especially as at present a war with 
the Gentoo Prince seemed to be a work of great difficulty, there 
being so little money in the treasury ; but as Adjmir was a province 
that adjoined to the territory of the capital, and it contained a 
vast number of tombs and monuments of ancient and holy person- 
ages, it was thought indecent to commit it to any but a Mussul- 
man attached to the Emperor, and more expedient to surrender 
the GSdjerat to the Gentoo Prince. However, the lEmperor him- 
self, with all the Grandees of his court, and especially HaTder-c81y- 
qhan, were more inclined to fight the Radja and to chastise him 
for his presumption, than to submit to his terms. Nor was this so 
easy ; for after a deal of examination, none of the Grandees shewed 
any willingness to accept that task, and Harder-c8Iy-qhan him- 
self proposed to send for Saadet-qhan from Ecber-abad for that 
purpose. This General who was a man of valour and resolution, 
iipai^diately obeyed the Imperial command, and he hastened to 
court with so much expedition, that he seemed to have come in 
post. He had left orders to his cavalry and troops to follow as 

(196). Psdsshah-b«gum signifies the Royal or Imperial Princess her title 
Zinet^^sessa signifies the Ornament o€ the sex. 
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AS they could with hiS 4i«d^eiitflle^ 

Arrived at court, he amongst other ma^t^ 
priety of furnishing him with thh necessaries ' t^uisite 
intended expedition ; when it soon appeared that S4me Grmdm^ 
disinclined from attending him in that servfeei 'msade 1t^ a 
point to. traverse his views. Intelligence arrived at' the same 
time that Muzafer-aaly-qhan, incapable to sa£isfy^ tile clates^f 
his troops upon him, had suffered them to plunder MrO av-rdiree 
towns of the dependence of Adjmir for their mdbsistend^ and 
that the mutineers, npt satisfied with that, had stntottfided and 
besieged their General, and forced him to part with whatever ‘fte 
was possessed of, in discharge of their arrears, not exccqiting^tiie 
horses and the elephants he used ; so that finding himsetf reihlded 
to such a situation, and fearing even for his life, he fied to Ambeit'f 
And took shelter under the protection of Radja iQJehitmtigfS 
Deputy, from whence he sent back to court both his Qhylalst of'hib 
investiture, and his patent of Governor. But his disgrace waa not 
yet at an end; for Ad jet-sing’s two sons having put themselves 
at the head of a great body of troops, penetrated into his govern- 
ment, and sacked and plundered four or five villages of the Im- 
perial territory. Meanwhile a number of banditties and Zemin- 
dars joined together, and availing themselves of the turbidenee 
of the times and of Ad jet-sing’s countenance, they fell upon the 
town of Narnol. Bayazid-qhan, the Fodjdar of the place, Who 
had come out to make his round, thinking himself ^Overmatched 
by their multitude, fled with all his might, and ^was withf lSl'e 
utmost risk and difficulty joined by his nephew who WAS hctn^d^ 
within the town. The principal men of that unfbrtufiate pla<:^j 
finding themselves forsaken by their rulers, resOtved tO stil f9l^r 
lives, as dear as possible, in defence of their properties, 'and oFttfO 
honour of their families; and having fought bravely aS Ibn^4V 
they could, they closed with the Indian custom or |Kj4ni!tbiFlidnbttlr, 
that is, after having made away with their familidS;' Vdilch 
pat to die sword with their own hands, they 
on themselves. The wretched oppressor havidg^at 
ed the town, plundered it so mercilessly as to tfot^ a 'rMg 

upon either man or woman, and they muKftudesin 

captivity. This piece of intelligence comi^: to court, QhaiU 
ddSran resolved to march himself and to <dia8ti8e Adjet-sing, 
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Mdl ^uiyi«ye ott Piidi-qbana(i97> ^utpC Umn,; hmt aa 

thera wHs 9m aamity af loag atanding between, bim and the 
Moghuls of the court, and he was aware how unprovided ^e puldic 
tinriiiisury was for such an expedition, he did not go farther^ but 
amused the pctblic with a variety of pretexts and excflses. HaTder-* 
c81y^han, who had hitherto harboured some discontent against 
hinii^ now oiSered, his services, and he bound himself by the most 
solemn oaths> to follow his fortunes, whether good or bad. He 
now himself to his command, and, after having offered 

to lead the van against the enemy, he ordered his Pish-qhana out 
of town. That nobleman become hearty in the undertaking, was 
uiging and reproaching him, but to no purpose ; for Qhando8ran 
being little inclined to prosecute that expedition, was represent- 
ing secietly to the Emperor : That should the Radja gain an 

** advantage over the Imperial army, it would be difficult to remedy 
'^the disorder with an army, ill paid, an empty treasury, and a 
court full of factions and dissensions ; but that even admitting 
^ that he should be beaten and driven from the field, the man 
would betake to the difficult mountains and deep valleys of his 
** hereditary dominions, where none would have either patience 
courage to follow him. In fact, it would have been improper 
to pursue sUhh an expedition, whilst there was at home so great 
** a want of zeal for the common cause, and such a turn of mind 
** for disunion and misintelligence, as effectually damped every 
** one's good will." This representation affected none but Camer- 
eddin-qhan. On Q^andoSran’s shewing so much backwardness, 
he undertook the expedition, but he supplicated *that the two 
prisoners, Abdallah«qhan and Nejm-eddin-aly>qhan, should be set 
liberty and made over to him, as he intended to make use of 
their services in the future campaign. He likewise made some 
other proposals that did not please the Emperor, and as the set- 
ting Abdollah-qhan at liberty was very unwelcome to most of the 
Gmndees, Camer-eddin-qhan's expedition was nipped in the bud. 
i^qipe vyorda having been on that occasion exchanged between 

wfinj) BM^lpiaqs aiguifi«s kinue or equipage sent forwards All the Lords si 
ihp Sstperor’s cenit a&d sll the Grandees of India have such a spare equipage 
wiilQli is alwajTB sent forward to the nest stage, so that the master arriying, fiada 
bsdt dinner, skid every thii^ elae ready. This equipage consists of thirty qi^ferl^ 
tents, aOBoe cf them big enough for five hmndred men. There axe always tspoastil 
sets j one that acoompanies the Lord, and one that goes to the next stage. 
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Camer^eddia^qHan and QhanddSran, the latter kept hie hoeaeiaT ' 
some days, and abstained from going to court ; but the Empeior 
finding itcimproper that a scission should arise between the 
principal Ministers of the Empire, found means to reconcile themi 
and to put an' end to discontent and coldness. Meanwhile .be^ 
tween these broils and these reconciliations, the expedition against 
Adjet-sing came to be totally dropped. It must be acknowledged 
that repeated letters had passed between that Radja and Qhan^ 
d58ran. This Minister, who w'as endeavouring to sooth his mind, 
and to reclaim him from his mischievous intentions, had desired, 
him to reflect on the consequences of his revolt, and, in fact, be- 
The troubles reclaimed. At the same time, news arrived at court, that 
in Ad^mir put Nizam-el-mulk was coming to the presence. That Viceroy, after 
having put in order the affairs of the Carnatick, returned to his 
capital, Aoreng-abad,(i98) where he arrived in the, first day of 
Zilhidj, from whence he set out the seventeenth, with intention 
to repair to the Imperial presence. Being arrived at B8rhanp8r, 
he sent for Dianet-qhan, a nobleman, sometime ago proposed by 
the Emperor to the office of Divan of Decan, presented him with 
a Qhylaat and an elephant, and gave him possession of his office* 
That Viceroy’s approach being now certain, all further deliber- 
ation and councils for the affairs of state were suspended, until 
he should be arrived. 

News came also by the Gazette of CabSl and Phhavur, that 
Qhan^-zad-qhan, who had been sent by Ser-b8Iendrqhan, his 
father, to quell some disturbances that had risen in CabSl, had 
been in his return from thence, stopped at the same place where 
Mahmed-aamin-qhan, son to Emir-djemlah, had once been 
plundered. Qhan6-zad-qhan now underwent the same fate, being 
surrounded by such multitudes of mountaineer Afghans as equal- 
led the myriads of ants and the hosts of locusts. The young man 
( 198) Aoreng-abad signifies Aoreng-aib’s colony, and it acquired that title, when 
Aoreng-zib besieged and took it. Most of the cities and fortresses in India have 
lost their primitive names and acquired new ones, together with an accessfoe Of 
buildings, which are nothing but the site of the camp that had kejpt tlleih bl'odiaded. 
Thus Aoreng*abad went heretofore by the name of Carld.^ Colarla is MaeSded^ 
abad, and of late Moorshoodabad. Daca is Djehanghlr*nagur ; audCaleutta has'^ 
been Aly-nugur. Banares b Mahmed-abad ; and Praag b liah-abad. ''Sdme others 
cities hpve had their names changed, in consequence of some itendwndd Prince adora«" ' 
ing them with buildings, or choosing them for hb residdaioe, as 'Delhi, called Shah** 
djehan*abad ; and Agra, caHbd Bcber-abad. 
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kiitiMlf uj^^hiB (teieneei th^ ensued a vety^fettiBkr 
eagagaiai^tj’^fo ^ich Sheh-nittd}^ oiScer of characterv 

wlia.'^omMuidad his bo^ of hattloi was woundedi and taken: 
widll the losa of about eig^t hundred of his bravest men. Qhand*' 
sad<^haii| after having exerted himself to the utmost, had two 
hotoes killed under him, and was himself wounded with a musqueb* 
baffi So that finding it in vain to contend any more, he had quit* 
ted (he field, and saved his life with a small number of men ; 
but the whole baggage with the tents, elephants, and artillery, felt 
into the enemy's hands. The Gazette mentioned likewise that 
Abdol-semed-^qhan, Governor of Labor, whose son, Zekeriah-qhan, 
had been appointed Governor of Cashmir, hearing of the troubles 
in that country, and of the turbulence of Eshref-eddin, son to the 
late Muhtevi-*qhan, who had surrounded and besieged his Deputy, 
he had' resolved to punish that insolent. Putting himself at the 
head of three or four thousand Moghul horse, (199) he marched 
with so much expedition that he arrived unexpectedly in that 
country. Eshref-eddin, not daring to stand his ground before 
such a General, at first kept himself out of the way, and then 
thinking it safer to submit humbly without dispute and without 
bloodshed, he surrendered ; and the troubles having at once 
subsided, the country had recovered its tranquillity. But as there 
were in Cashmir numbers of people that enjoyed pensions from 
the Imperial treasury, as a charity, and many others that had 
Djaghir lands or appanages out of the same principle, every one 
of whom the General thought to have been involved in the late 
troubles, he ordered all their pensions to be struck off, and their 
Djaghir lands to be confiscated. 

This joyful piece of news seemed to usher another still more 
agreeable to the Imperial family. On a Thursday, being the 


(>99) Properly speaking the Mc^huls only, that is, those that followed Djenghis- 
qhan la India, ought to bear that name ; but as there were an infinity of Persians 
oSSiftlliaBS in his army, these also came to be called Moghuls by the Indiana, still 
«afatbaE»»-b«g Turks that followed Tamer.lang. .Hence all white Mussulman 
see eolM Moghuls in India, as well as their descendants, as all white Christians 
usz-MUd Prenghls. ' It must be noted that the word Moghul is of mordem date, 
when ‘compared 'to the word Toork or Tuic, by which all Indian Gentoos design 
the Nofthem strangers f with them a Turkish face, a Turkish religion, 'and a 
Turkish language, have always signified a Mussulman religion. 


Troubles 
in Cashmir 
quelled. 
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tvmvtyinmth pf the l<^biddteii i^mthoF Mohafra^ 
jrear 1*34 of the Hedjrah, a dai^bter was b6rii;totiie^EiiipeFe|^^^ 
and; on the nineteenth of the victorious nnsttth 
daughter of the late Emperor Feroh-syur was^esfiousjed by? 

The Emper. Prince, and the marriage celebrated with all the|>tnn{r andms^gnj^ 
ficence, which the dignity of the Empire reqtilmd;|20EY^ Tbft 
contract was read, and the religious rites perfbriilad#^ Wid^r ^ 
influence of the sign of Leo; and the ceremony- 
continued for some time with the entertainments, bonfires^ mnsic^^ 
and dances, customary in Hindostan on these occasions^ thn. 
solemnity ended by the Princess becoming the reignii^ EmpMn^^ 
and the perfumed bride of the Imperial. bed. . , ^ 

Meanwhile Nizam-el-mulk was approaching, and that Viee^ 
roy after having put in order the affairs of Decan^ corrected thcf 
abuses, and chastised the turbulent of the Camaticki. bad tunlQlh 
his views towards the capital of the Empire, where be 
and where on a Thursday, the eleventh of the second .Rebi, 'hs» 
had the honour to pay his obeysance to the Imperial presence^ 
and on the fifth of the first Djemadi, being a Sunday of the saste 
year, a little before the sun’s declining from the meridian, hO mo 
promoted to the Vezirship, and received, according;' to» ohatom^ 
the investiture of that high dignity, by being preaented^with'a: 
Qhylaat of four pieces, (202) and the Imperial caskeiand scmtaire#, 
On the next Sunday, being the third of the moirtli Djemady 

' ' ' ' ri"'""' ■■ f ; 

(200) Moharrem, called the Haram or forbidden, was one of .ths four mpntivf 

in which the Arabs before Mohamed were forbidden to go to war ; and Sefur tlia 
victorious, was the month in which war or travelling (those two occupations being 
the same for the Arabs) commenced. All those months, aHbobgb Lunar ' 
being yearly intercalated by some days, were brought to tally wit&tba coRHSIaof the 
sun ( but Mohamed having abolished the intercalation, the nywitht* 
recurring always in the same season, wander now throughout thie whole year, and 
design no kind of season at all. ' 

(201) It is remarkable that she had been named Malika gtmani^ or^ tha^ieign* 

ifig Queen, at her very birth. ' 

(202) A Qhylaat of four pieces is a mark of distiaetibn;g:QlqdluillMltt|ffit 

genera] composed of only three. The Imperial caslmt dteu* 

with the Imperial broad seal, as broad as the hand, wberepu: av|| tjw. 

Emperor’s name and titles with the date. The leaser seal. abplQf jOWried U 
partksular officer, often by a Lady of distinction in the s«ragf|ipi aad.p thM 09 % 
much less thanan inch square, is carried by the Empeior him%^.ou hi* Ikflo 

as a ring. 
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lli» yeai?,rthe ywifW 

wi& Ibe ostial cw^iiohiesrM4\4li^ 
BMp^iM^^tKle^lii^ liad beem hitlierto that af the Master of 

iato that of the Father of Victory^ md 
li»#oe^bOM!«e|r^«Iteli^oA. on the sixth of Redjeb; ih the same 
yeSitt Ae Qhsliisa office was committed to Radja £rudjeF-ii||^ 
Md lac^Bsm dsjhi'afteri the Divanship of the musters wasibestowed 
^ 0fi’i9iieh«easMl<*pllafa« Meanwhile Nizam-el-mulk, who was a man 
of ^ tench ^gtlmty, of ^ a. reserved behaviour, and also very fond of 
p<teerfi^dertook, first of all, to bring into order the most im« 
poetant affairs of the Empire, and then to pass from thence to 
cidier matters Of a more private nature. He was advising the 
Emperor to. assume in public an air of gravity and seriousness, 
taioorrect his moralsi adapt his behaviour to his situation, re- 
press his secvants, divide his time into stated hours for each 
basmen, and to appoint a time for rendering justice (an im- 
portant duty of Princes, and without which they could not 
exp e ct to satisfy ifeaven) ; in one word, to discharge worthily the 
deties sncumfaent on command and sovereignty. All these ad- 
ntonifeioiis were listened to by the Emperor, but not relished. 
l^iat^Prnicewasyetin the fervour of youth and the pride of domi- 
mate'Xnd 'had a disposition of mind wholly addicted to a life of 
pleasures, amusements, and merriment. Nor were these repre- 
stetations atofe.pleasing to most of the Grandees of the court, and 
especially to Qhand58ran,*who could not bear to see at court such 
a man as Nizam-el-mulk, by whom he would be infallibly eclipsed. 
The Vezir, therefore, was always looked upon with an evil eye, and 
spplcen vto teth peevish expressions ; and one day, Haider-c81y- 
qhairitistigated by the courtiers and the principal eunuchs, went 
so fair tel to ibtget himself in his presence. That nobleman, who 
wdk himsdll man of courage and ambition, and very fond of 
power, had amassed such sums of money from his Djaghirs and 
from his <3twemment of G8djerat, as well as by the confiscation of 
paa|.,d|^ Alniciii^hl^ estate, (an eminent Bohra( 204 ) merchant, 

; I r I I . m i n , ■ ■ ' - ■ ..... 

(sobl or New day, or New-year's day, falls in India on the asnd or 

s'tet dl lMefch, and fhblddbrated at Shah-djehan-abad with particular ceremonlea. 

'(904) ^e 'ffolSilM are a particqlar clan of Mussulmen merchants fitmi GSdjeiiit. 
Thfy keep their beimd^ wear a particular turban, and marry only amongst theilksdves. 
Tlfyire^eiRtt'ffid ‘p^^ df here desQpied by the words-^SSietteindor. 'The 

part of which Halder^kSIy-qhan took posaession Of, was of teoat one corer, but the 
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whose wealth ^was famous all over the world) that his riehes^ wdve 
reckoned by corors ; and he became so proiid and so aapfrlng^ as 
to entertain thoughts of raising himself as high as had done the 
late Hossein-aaly-qhan ; a project which, he thought^ ought tovbb 
set out with by demolishing Nizam-el-mulk. This project of his 
was much encouraged and supported both by the Emperor himself, 
and by the other Grandees, who whilst they wished to get rid of 
Nizam-el-mulk’s gravity by the means of Halder^cSly-ci^an’s 
proud temper, were likewise desirous of tearing the latter out of 
his Government of GSdjerat, and of putting an end to his intend- 
ed expedition, by setting him at variance with a man of So un^ 
doubted a superiority as Nizam-el-mulk ; and, on the other hand, 
this Minister who was fond of money, and trusting to his own 
power, did not seem to decline the task, and at last he undertook 
the expedition. 

In the next year which was the 1135th of the Hedjra, an 
event happened in the Emperor’s family which could not but 
afflict his mind. On a Tuesday, the first of Moharrem, at about 
day-break, Maleka-zemani, the reigning Empress, was brought to 
bed of a mole of a female appearance ; on the fifteenth of the 
same month, Nizam-el-mulk received in a Qhylaat the investiture 
of the Government of GSdjerat, on Haider-cSIy-qhan's dismission ; 
and on a Thursday, being the second of Sefur of the same year, 
a little after the sun’s declining from the meridian, that Minister 
set out on his intended expedition. 

It appears that B8rhan-el-mulk-saadet-qhan,(205) besides 
the Governdient of Ecber-abad which he enjoyed, had had the 
Government of A8d conferred upon him, although the latter was 
in the hands of Radja Gurd-hur-bahadyr, who was transferred to 
the Government of Malva. Saadet-qhan pleased to revisit his 
ancient government, had left in his stead at Ecber-abad a man 
of abilities, called R 4 y-nil-cunt-nagur. This Deputy, who soon had 
a difference with a neighbouring Zeminder, having gone oiit one 
day upon his elephant to take an airing, was shot dead by g 

estate was of several corors. This merchant, who had nineteen ships ns Uu]g^ ns 
Jndiamen^ never could complete the number of twenty. nudrlfW and Ipsingoiie or 
two ships every year. 

(305) B8rhan-el-mulk signiSes the Hero of the State ; and Saad et -qhan Is the 
Lord of Felicity ; his npme was Mtraa^mahmed*amin. 
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Djatt^ who bmn instigated by the ;Semindar^|ind ^bing 

his seat in a lofty tree, levelled leisurely his pieqe at NU-cunt; in 
the middle pf his numerous retinue, and having accomplished 
his pnipose, found time to make his escape. Saadet-qhan^ in- 
formed of thiS| resolved to defer his revenge until 4 ie had taken 
possession of those two provinces, and established his govern- 
ment ; but .Qhandd8ran,(2o6) availing himself of the opportunity^ 
procured that, place to Radja Ajdet-sing-sevai ; so that there 
remainpd nothing to Saadet-qhan, but his new acquisition of A8d. 

Adjet-sing^ on being appointed, received orders to march 
against Churamon the Djatt, a powerful Zemindar of the province ; 
and he accordingly besieged his fortress of T8n, resolved to turn 
him out of his zemindary ; and having gained over to his party 
Budun^singi. nephew to Churamon, he laid close siege to the 
fortress, and obstined himself so much before its wall, that 
Mohcum-sing, son to Churamon, took in full assembly the liberty 
to reproach his father with the miseries the besieged endured. He 
likewise forgot so far the respect due to a father, as to make use 
of improper expressions. The father listening to his tenderness for 
an only son, forbore to chastise him as he deserved ; but giving 
way at the same time to his discontent, he with a thoughtlessness 
inherent to the Gentoo constitution, took poison and died. The 
young man, incapable to govern his possessions, and overcome by 
Adjet-sing’s superior power and genius, was prevailed upon to 
surrender ; upon which, the Radja appointed Budun-sing to govern 
the zemindary, got this appointment confirmed by the court, and 
recommended to him to recall his dispersed subjects,«and to make 
the country flourish and prosper as it did formerly. Budun-sing 
armed with so much support, found means to gain over to his side 
most of Mohcum-sing’s dependants ; and the latter thinking him- 
self secure, fled from the fortress, which was immediately taken 
possession of, and Budun-sing made his residence in it. About 
this time Radja Gurd-hur-bahadyr having marched to Malva, the 
government^ conferred upon him, soon put that province in 
excellent order. 

We have left Nizam-el-mulk going to take possession of his new 
Government of GSdjerat ; and he was actually marching thither 
with a good army and a good artillery, when, to facilitate matters, 

( 206 ) 0hand58ran is a title, and signifies the Lord of the age. 
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The Emper- 
cxr, to rid him- 
self of Nizam- 
el-mulk, gives 
him the Gov- 
ernment of 
GSdjerat, 


he contrived the expedient of debauching some of the trdopa Of 
Halfder-c8Iy-qhan’s, whose army consisted chiefly of TSraniah 
Moghuls, and of P6ni, Ghazni and Bani Afghans ; a^nd as he had 
himself a number of oflicers and whole bodies of those same tribes# 
he pitched upon the most intelligent amongst them, and sent them 
under a variety of pretences in Hai‘der-c81y-qhan’s camp, where 
they gained to his interest most of those that were of the same 
nation. In consequence of this management, several Commanders 


of note, such as Shudjaat-qhan, Mehr-aly-qhan, and Rustem-aly- 
qhan, G8djeraties, with Selabet-qhan, and Zeber-dest-qhan, Banies, 
and Ased-qhan, Ghazni, and many other Commanders both Iranian 
and T8ranian,(207) quitted Haider-c81y-qhan's camp and dispers- 
ed. This General thunderstruck by so general a desertion, fell 
into a melancholy that preyed on his body, and disordered his 
mind; and getting himself into a covered chair,(2Gt8) he with a 
number of friends that followed his fortunes, and availed them- 
selves likewise of carriages, took the road to the capital. Nizam- 
el-mulk being thus left in possession of the field and country, 
marched up to GSdjerat, the capital, took possession of it as well 
as of the whole country, and after having firmly established his 
government in it, he committed it to the care of Hamed-qhan, his 
maternal uncle, who went by the name of the Royal Prince 
Djungly ; and himself departing the country soon after inarched 
southward to revisit his governments (209) of Decan, and his 
capital, Aoreng-abad. Meanwhile Haider-c81y-qhan with what 
friends and treasures he had in his camp, having marched to the 
capital, arrived there, and for some days remained unnoticed. 

About this time, the New-year’s day, with the usual solem- 
nities, w'as celebrated on the Sunday of the thirteenth of the 
second Djemady of the year 1135; and on the night of the 
Saturday of the eleventh Redjeb of the same year, a Princess 


(207) There are Afghans of several races or clans ; those settled about Peroh- 
abad, and in the Rohil-cund, were called Rohilas, from a chief, who flying from 
Nadyr-shah’s sword, settled in those parts. The Persians in India have no other 
particular appellation than that of Iranians ; nor the Tartars, or Tatars, any other 
than that of TSranians. Both, as well as their descendants, are indiscriminately 
called Moguls, or rather Moghuls. 

(208) A covered chair or carriage is always supposed to carry a woman, and 
is always sacred. 

(209) Decan signifies south in Hindostany. 
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wat3 Jbom to the Emperor from Roshen-abady,(2Jio) and she was 
called Djehan-afroz*bannoo-begum* After some daysi Haider* 
c 81 y-qhan having presented himself at court, was received with 
much goodness by the Emperor who, compassionating his case, 
appointed him to the Government of Adjmir, his intention being 
to chastise Radja Adjet-sing’s refractory temper and presump* 
tion. That General, who was a man of courage, and bore hearty 
enmity to Adjet*sing, accepted the proposal with pleasure, and 
soon prepared an army and artillery sufficient to enter the lists 
with the Gentoo Prince. He marched against him and attacked 
his troops, but the latter declined the dispute and fled. It was 
at the end of Shaaban, of the same year, at which time a Seid, 
son to Cassem the Cutval, was killed with a stroke of a poniard 
by pne of the S8rh-posh guards, who was himself grievously 
wpunded by the other^s sabre, and the fact happened close 
tp the father's tribunal. In this same year, being the first of 
Shevval, on a Sunday, Nizam-el-mulk, who was returned from 
Decan, paid his respects to the presence ; and on a Thursday, 
being the twenty*fourth of Zilcaadah, about an astronomical hour 
before day-break, a son was born to the Emperor. In the year 
.1136 of the Hedjrah, it being nearly in the middle of Moharrem, 
a comet with a long tail made its appearance in the heavens in 
the sign of Aquarius, and remained visible for ten or twelve days, 
after which it disappeared, when at the end of the month the 
Emperor’s eldest son departed this life.(2ri) 

This year a number of promotions took place in the principal 
offices of the court. Camer-eddin-qhan, son of Mahmed-aamin* 
qhan, whom we have seen in the Vezirship for some little time, 

(sio) Roshen>abady (Roxana), a dancin£f>£^irl of exquisite accompHshments, 
was taken into the serag^lio by Mahmed-shah. Last year her portrait in miniature 
was sent to England. It had been done about forty years ago by an able hand 
which, through all the exquisite beauty of the face, had the art to betray all the 
wantonness of look incident to a dancing-girl. Bannu-begum-djehan-afroz signifies 
the Ro 3 ral Princess illuming the world ; and Roshen, spelled by the Greeks, Roxana 
or Roscana, signifies luminous, shining, and is a very common name in Hindostan, 
very often Arabified into the word, NSren, from JVdr, light. 

(9:1 1 } These many niceties about the precise moment when any thing chances 
to happen, are owing to the author’s being a great believer in astrology ; in gieneral* 
they are put short in the translation. This article about promotions is exceedingly 
irksome, but as it gives an insight into some matters novel to ap European, the 
translator has not thought himself at liberty to retrench it. 



242 THE SEIR 

nay, for a few cfays, was appointed second Pa 3 rmaster-genei^l 
mSion^t^”* Superintendent of the GhSsI-qhana or bathing^-apartmei^ts ;(2r3) 
court. the Lord of Lords, QhanddSran', was made first Paymaater* 

general, with the additional command of the bodyguards called 
Vala-shahies and Ala-shahies ,*( 2 ^ 3 ) Zaafer-qhan was appointed 
third Paymaster ; and Selabet-qhan, fourth. The Stewardship of 
the household was given to Shir-ef-ken-qhan,( 2 i 4 ) and after him, 
to his brother, L 8 tf-ollah-qhan, the Just, Commander of the body- 
guards called Soltanies, or Imperials. Emir-djemlah the Tethali 
or exempt, was made Sadr-el-s 8 d 8 r or Grand-almoner. The 
superintendence of the sanctuary, or sacred apartment of the 
Ladies, together with the care of the privy purse, was committed 
to Hafyz-qhydmet-car-qhan, an eunuch of Aoreng-zib's time ; but 
on his demise, both those offices passed to Roz-afz 8 n-qhan. Radja 
Gudjer-mull was appointed to the Qhalissa-office or exchequer, 
which after him, passed to Iradet-mend-qhan, and after him, to 
Radja Baht-mull. Sheh-saad-ollah was appointed Divan of the 
musters; and Haider-c81y-qhan,(2i5) Mir-ateshy or fire-com- 
mander, and after him, Saad-eddin-qhan, and again Halder- 
c81y-qhan, from whom that office passed to Muzafer-qhan, brother 
to Qhando 8 ran. The superintendency of the guards, called 
Qhavvas,( 2 i 6 ) was given to Saadet-qhan, with order to take 
Ahmed-c81y-qhan for his deputy. Amin-ed-d581ah was made 
first Mir-tozec ; and Daver-dad-qhan, second ; Afubaniz-qhan, 


(212) The bathing-place always implies the private apartments. S^e SuHon i. 
No. 21, 

(213) Vala-shahies and Ala-shahies are, as their names seem to import, two 
bodies of horse-guards, of some thousand horses each. The Soorh-poshes, or red- 
guards, were infantry, and eight thousand in number. 

(214) Shir-efken-qhan signifies the Lord Lion-tearer, and also, the Lion-over- 
thrower. Terqhan is a title given by the Emperors of Tartarian race to thpee that 
had rendered such eminent services as entitled them to an exemption from, capital 
punishment ever after. The office of Sadr-el-sodSrs implies that of taking .care pf 
charity-lands and of pious foundations. Qhydmet-car-qhan was called a Hafyz or 
rememberer, because he could repeat the whole Coran by heart ; a gift much nmre 
respected in Turky than in India. 

(215) Mir-ateshy or the master of the fire-place : an oflice of great trust He 
disposes of the guards in and about the palace, often of the whole citadel of Shaa* 
ah-hah-djead ; and his office often imports the Grandmastership of the ordonnanoeir 

(216) Qhawas Is a name given to a particular guard armed with sabre, buclcler, 
and a pike. 
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Si»perintepi4ent of the door-keepers, and lafter hint, Agher^^iqhaii ; 
and Mir-^ss€ini^han-coca,(ai7) Superintendent of thepikemen 
. of the pi^sence, ancient and new. The office Arz-mukerer wa3 
boitowed on Aly-mahmed-qhan-coca, as was the inspection of 
the canal,(2i8) to Faiz-aly-hamed-qhan. B8-aIy-qfian-corbeg^y 
i^as: appointed Superintendent of the upholsterer’s office, or 
Fatrash^qhana, as was Munevver-qhan, of the body of Ahedians. 
The footman-office was bestowed on Yanaiet-qhan-rasygh, son 
to. .Qhan-sadyc the Caraolian. The keeping of the purse of 
Largesses was entrusted to Behroz-qhan, and of the Imperial 
pocket, to Djavtd-qhan, both eunuchs. The jewel-office was 
bestowed on Djevaher-qhan ; and the kitchen-office on Bahtaver- 
qhan, as was the coffee-office on Vedjibeh-qhan ;{2ig) and the 
elephant-office, ( 240 ) to Fazl-aly-qhan. Seid Cotb-eddin-aly-qhan 
was preposed to the superintendency of the light artillery, as 
was Yesen-qhan to the command of the S8rh-poshes and of the 
C811ars.(22i) Allah-yar-qhan was made Governor of the citadel of 

(217) Mir-ho8s€iii-qhan’s consort^ having once, or for any time, given milk to 
Mahmed-shah, then Infant, the husband became of course his Coca. 

(218) This canal has been made by Aly-merdan-qhan, a Governor of Candaher, 
who transferred his fortress and allegiance to Shah-djehan, Emperor of India. It 
is ave feet deep, about thirty in breadth, and comes from the hills, north of Delhi, 
over a tract of ground of about forty cosses in length. — The body of Ahedians or 
single ones has no officer annexed to it, the Emperor being reputed their Captain ; 
and this body answers to the Turkish corps of Muteserrycas. 

(2x9) Coffee, although by no means so common in Hindostan, as in Europe, 
is drunk in very small cups of one-sixth part the capacity of European coffee-cups. 
Those small cups are supported by a column two inches long, uf>on four lines in 
breadth, that rests on a small pedestal, and is fixed down upon a salver, whereon 
they are served by a dozen or more at a time. A servant giving to the coffee-pot 
a circular motion that keeps dregs and all in motion, pours it into the cups in the 
middle of the company. 

(220) Mir-djaafer-qhan, himself, said to Colonel Clive, that Seradj-ed-d 681 ah, 
his pr edece s sor, had seventeen hundred elephants. He was only a Governor on 
the part of Mahmed-shah. This Prince himself must have had many others. The 
•txmnslator has seen in Decan an elephant of twenty-five thousand rupees, and at 
LttCknbw, the pcnrtraits of two elephants successively bought by Shah-djehan, for 
two lacks of rupees, each. The expense of keeping an elephant in Delhi is upon 
mnt average five rupees a day. Two blind ones have been seen In Bengal that follow- 
ed the others by the ear, and withal, loaded. Judge from thence of the amazing 
•instinct of those animals. 

^(221 ) GSllars is a Turkish plural that signifies both slaves and soldiers. It is a 
bo^ of guards bought with the Emperor’s money in their childhood or their yopth. 
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Shah'djeluui-slbad ; and CaTm-qhan, son to 2aafer-qh4n, In^Ctolr 
of the Post and Gazette office, ( 222 ) as was the Phyaiqitni 
Maasom-aaly-qhan, of the InteHigence-office,(2a3) aihl in' IhM 
manner every one got possession of some office ; but Zaafer*sqhatt 
alone, seemed to have engrossed the Emperor’s mind. He, there# 
fore, availed himself of his credit to make money, being ever ready 
to undertake every petition in consideration of a commission of 
so much per cent, to himself. This was also the custom of n 
new female favourite which the Emperor now produced to the 
world. A certain girl, famous under the name of C58ki, and 
daughter of (224) Shah-Djan-mahmed, a fakir, found means to 
introduce herself so deeply in the Emperor's good graces, that 
she was entrustea with the Imperial scrutoire and private signet* 
This singular favourite was suffered to undersign the Imperial 
answers to the petitions which she carried within the seraglio ; 
and she availed herself to the full of her credit and influence 
to make an immense fortune. But what is singular, she was 
also a woman of much penetration, and fond of reciting verses, 
and often made some herself exteinoore. Her boldness was such, 
that she made no nystery of shzging these two distichs of her 
composition : 

** The Sceptre of command has now passed from the Imperial Coclp to the 
Hens, 

** And there is between them a contest for superiority and power. 

** Possibly we may see the foolish fellow’s bucler dance in a fit of intozication, 

*' And women exchange their musical drum for his flaming 8abre.(225) 


(S22) The»3 is no post of horses in India ; but there is a post of men on foot, 
established all over Hindostan at every second cosse.— The office of Vacaa-neviss, 
and Sevanah-nevis or Sevanah<negar, are nearly of the same import ; but the in- 
telligence from the former is published ; whereas that from the second becomes 
only so in process of times. 

(223) The Europeans that look upon these countries as semi-barbarous, would 
be much surprised to hear that learning is the sure road to honour and promotion ; 
and that men of eminent learning are treated as equals by the Princes of the country. 
A Mesned or throne is always spread for them. 

(224) All Fakirs of the Mussulman religion assume the title .of Shah or King, 
as adl Poets assume that of Qkallas 9 Lnd Tepkallas, id esi, the fmod, the delivered. 

(225) The drum bears five or six names in India, there being as many spoolis 
of that' instrument. That, which is meant here, is only Kke h lesser European dnim. 
and it serv^ to accompany the voice. It is placed horixontally before a pemoki 
sitting, the left hand striking the time, or marking the bar with the four flngen Joined, 
whilst the right hand strikes the divisioae of the time or measure with g deUcate 
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Thm Emperor who was a youth el little resoluAoa^aiHi eiiter- 
prisei thought only of passing his time in pleasures and delices ; 
so that wfienever any emergenoy did happen that required vigour 
and firmness^ he passed it over with condescension, and satisfied 
with enjoying the company of Umdet-el-mulk-emir-qhan,(226} 
and of some other young lords, of a lively temper, and of a turn 
of mind inclined to good fellowship and raillery, he did not give 
to the affairs of the Empire that attention which their importance 
required. Hence that respect and awe which the Imperial name 
used to impose, commenced wearing away little by little from 
the hearts of men in power and office, one might say from almost 
every man. Every one was fancying himself of importance, and 
sitting at home on his own carpet, he entertained thoughts of 
shaking off constraint, and of assuming independence. On the 
other hand,.Nizam*eI-mulk wanted to assimilate the Emperor to 
his own gravity and manners, and to submit him entirely to his 
counsels; in short, to wean him from the company of those lively 
youths in whose society he so much delighted, and especially 
to resume from CdSki's hands and from the Lords of her party 
that influence which she enjoyed ; but such a proposal could not 
prove of easy digestion, either to the Emperor or to his favourites. 
Nor were Nizam-eUmulk's turn of mind or manners relished at 
all by them ; so far from that, they were an object of their scorn 

alternate manai^einent oS the fingers. This drum is called D-ho8l. There is another 
sort also, used by women and men, singing. It it two feet and-a-half long, upon a 
foot in diameter, but so as to taper unequally at both ends. It is slung across the 
body, and is held slanting. The upper part which is four inches ip diameter, gives 
two notes, according to its being struck in the middle, or near the extremities of the 
circumference. At the very extremities, it gives the same sounds, but softened into 
flats. The other or lower part, being twice the diameter of the upper part, gives 
the lower octave, and, of course, a kind of tenor. This drum, to which Europeans 
pay so little attention, is called Mir^dung. Divided in two by the middle, and the 
two parts poised on the ground by their broadest ends, whilst the left and right hand 
perform their offices on the upper extremities, it is called Tablaw (Tabula). Both 
these drums have cords, and can be tuned to several others. 

(flSd) One» or two traits of Emir-qhan’s wit will be reported by the author of 
this sMfirrative ; but here is one that characterises his singular talent. He was a 
Sunny, a sect tbat admits eating of a hare, which animal is rejected by the Shyahs, 
of whieh sect was Saadet<^han. A hare having been run down in a hunting party 
by the dogs who were standing over him but too well dressed to tear him to pieces ; 
SMT mjf Lo¥d, said Saadet-qhan, seen dogs will not eat of a hare, True^ mg Lord, 
answered Emir-qhan, degs wUl not eat ef a hare. 
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Nizam-el- 
mulk much 
discontented. 


and contempfi and his person^ as soon as out of sight, never 
failed of becoming the constant topic of the most pointed 
lery.(227) Nizam-el-mulk, informed of all this, conceived a ' 4 is* 
gust against the court, and an indigpiation against the courtiers ; 
and having 'resolved to rid himself of them by repairing to Ms 
Governments of GSdjerat and Decan, where he bore an absolute 
sway, he pretended sickness, abstained from going td court, and 
remained at home, being already intent upon reven^O^MmSelf 
by exciting troubles and raising mischievous commotions wiii'ch 
he knew would render his presence necessary. He intended to 
resign the Vezirship ; but being a man of much prudence and 
consideration, he was inclined to temporise, and often proved 
dilatory. Meanwhile, this resolution of his having been guesst^ 
at by the Emperor and the Grandees that were of his mind, it 
was agreed to humour that Minister, by accepting hi^ resignation, 
and letting him live as far from court as he wished, provided he 
lived satisfied and contented. So that the Vezir himself informed 


of this inclination of theirs, thought it was so much gain to him- 
, self ; and both parties yielding something of their pretensions, 
messages and notes were interchanged, an appearance of linion 
and sincerity took place, and on the second of Sefur, in the year 
1136, Nizam-el-mulk came again to court, paid his respects, was 
honoured with the office of Vekil-mStlac, or absolute Lieutenant- 
General of the Emperor, decorated with the new title of Asef- 
dja,(228) and complimented with every demonstration of favour 
and regard. The Viceroy, after this compromise, asked leave to 
go a hunting ; but instead of that, he marched towards the Decan, 
an extensive empire, where he reigned like a monarch to all 

_____ . .. ...■■■ , m... 

(227) Nizam-el-mulk, always dressed in the ancient mode, with a Jubba, or 
short surcoat with short sleeves over his Djama, always made his obeisance to the 
Emperor in the old fashioned manner used at the late Aoresg-tlb’s court, to tbit, 
thrusting both hands into the opposite sleeves of his Djama and dsrtyiag them 
both upon the navel, and then inclining the body at the aamotima; profoundly' 
This Chinese or Tartarian obeisance was ridiculed by the eourtieri of Maimed- 
shah’s palace, who liked only the Hindostany manner, to wii, ^putting the four 
fingers of the right hand upon the forehead, and inclining the body very low. So 
that when Nizam-el-mulk came to court with his three old fashlohedbowii, he was 
sneered at by the young courtiers, who used to point to hfm witlf the linger 'and to 
say : Look at tho old baboon of Decan ; look how he daneea-^ raillery which doubt- 
less gave more offence than would have done his dismission from the highest office. 

(228) As wise as Assef, Minister of State to Solomon. 
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intents and purposes* Being there in his centre, he bent his 
thoughts on chastising an indolent Emperor, and cubing a set 
oHthoughtless profligate courtiers. It was already the seventh 
n^onth since his departure, when the Emperor, without touching 
in appearance to the two high offices which the Viceroy enjoyed, 
bestowed die title of Djumlet^el-mulk on Camer-eddin-qhan, i. e.j 
that of Supreme ever ^ the kingdoms of the Empire : and that 
nobleman, in receiving the investiture of that high office, promised 
to humour Ntsam-eUmulk in evecything in his power. 

But all this seemed to be only a matter of style and form ; 
for as soon as he was departed, the Ministers sensible of his dis- 
content, and resolved to be beforehand with him, dispatched 
in the greatest secrecy, to Mubariz-qhan-Nazem, or Military 
Governor of BSrhanpSr, a letter of the Emperor's handwriting, Anunderhand 
which gave* him instructions to fight and kill Nizam-el-mulk, Ei^peror 
by any means in his power, informing him at the same time, *“*1 Nizam- 
that the patent of the Viceroyalty of Decan would soon follow* ***““**'" 
Mubariz-qhan finding himself supported by the Imperial power, 
and being of his own nature ambitious of the high preferments 
held out to him, resolved to fall on Nizam-el-mulk. He dis- 
covered his project to Hibrahin-qhan-pdni, brother to the late 
D&Sd-qhan-pdni, and to the families of Sheh Nizam and Sheh 
Minhadj, families of great power and influence all over the Decan, 
and which seemed to cherish in their bosoms a decided enmity 
against Nizam-el-mulk, and his overgrown power ; and all these 
having confederated with Mubariz-qhan, enabled him to raise an 
army, well-appointed, capable of appearing in the field against 
such a formidable enemy. The General assembled his troops 
with dispatch, ranged them with skill, and marched to meet Nizam- 
el-mulk* The latter informed of his intention, and of his mighty 
preparations, hastened to encounter him ; and the two armies 
joining battle on a Thursday of the month of Moharrem, in the 
year 11370! the Hedjrah, a bloody engagement took place, in which A battlabe. 

the ImperiaiUts lost four thousand bravemen with four elephants S^lk *Sid* 
left on the field of battle. Victory declared for Nizam-el-mulk ; and Muba^-^hui 
Mubaru-qhan widi his two sons and his best friends, being 
in the engagement, hastened into eternity. Nizam-el-mulk, after 
this victory, sent a supplication to the Emperor containing an 
account of the battle, with the number of those slain on Mubariz- 

35 
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q1ian*s side, to which he added his congratulations on. the victoivy 
of the Imperial troops, with a number of eshreffies,( 229 ) udUal is^ 
a Nuzur on such occasions, mthout omitting any part of ^ the 
property seized in the vanquished camp. 

Hitherto the dissatisfaction and dissensions between the 
court, and Nizam -el-mulk, although well known 'and appar^nt^ 
had been carried on under the mask of dissimulation and protrac- 
tion ; but after this defeat of Mubariz-qhan, the veil was a little 
withdrawn, and the Emperor sent for HaTder-c81y-qhan, whom 
he knew for a man of power and bravery, and one heartily attached 
to his cause. That nobleman, on this invitation, quitted Adjmir, 
and repaired to the capital, where on a Friday, the fourteenth of 
the second Reby, at about two astronomical hours after sunrising, 
he had the honour of paying his obeisance to the Emperor, who 
appointed him to the office of Mir-ateshy, or great Chamberlain and 
Superintendent of the Imperial household, a distinction to which 
was added another, that of being complimented for his Qhylaat 
with a dress of His Majesty^s own wearing. At the same time, 
the present incumbent of that important office, Saad->eddin-qhan, 
a TSranian of Nizam-el-mulk^s recommendation, was dismissed. 
This Viceroy who was informed of all this, and trusted to his own 
power and to his late victory over Mubariz-qhan, wrote to Hamed- 
qhan, his maternal uncle. Governor of GSdjerat, to commence 
hostilities, in combination with Silla-dji and Cunta-dji, two Mar- 
hatta Commanders, whom he engaged to make incursions into 
the Imperial territory. Hamed-qhan, on this intimation, beat the 
drum of independence, raised the standard of defiance with the 
motto : IVko is this country's owner to-day ? and seizing on all 
the Djaghirs or appendages belonging to the several Grandees 
now at court, he dismissed their Stewards from their offices. The 
Ministers, informed of this, were holding councils amongst them- 
selves, w'here they agreed in nothing biit in not coming to any 

conclusion at all, and in fixing on no scheme whatever. The 

- - . — - - -- — - 

(229) Eshreffy is the Hindostany word for what the En^ish call a gold-in<Aar 
or g’old-rupee. But mohur indicates only the standard, and not the species of mon^. 
On any solemn occasion a number of such mohurs is presented to the Emperor, 
from five to twenty-five, to one hundred-and-one, and to a thousand-and-one. In- 
ferior people present only one eshreify and four rupees dt silver, or only five rupees* 
and these are either accepted and taken, or only touched, which touching tdtirays 
amounts to an 'acceptance. The eshreffy is a double guinea . 
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Eifiperofi 34snslble the TSranians had growil too numerous 
and too powerful in the Empire, resolved to oppose theJate 
V^zir, Abdollali-qhan, his prisoner, to their overgrown influence ; 
and he sent him a trusty person to inform him ** That the times 
« eoere new become such that even he might be of some use to His 
” Majesty.** Abdollah-qhan answered : “ That if ever His Majesty 
''should please to overshadow the head of his servant, by 
" stretching over it the Imperial hand of clemency and forgiveness^ 

" he, bis faithful servant, trusted, that as soon as he should be 
" admitted to the honour of paying his respects to the presence, 

" he would be able to assemble a good body of five or six thousand 
" veterans, with which His Majest/s Ministers might try his zeal 
" by putting him upon any service they should devise.” This 
answer, unfortunately for Abdollah-qhan, was no sooner reported 
to the Emperor, than the enemies and jealous of that nobleman's 
family, becoming fearful of the consequences of his being set at 
liberty, found means to convey a dose of poison to that much qhan poison- 
injured S6id, and to send him to his illustrious ancestors. 

We have left Mubariz-el-mulk Ser-b81end-qhan(23o) dis- 
missed from his Government of CabSl, and Nassyr-qhan promoted 
to that important ofiice by Zaafer-qhan’s influence. The dispos- 
sessed General was now retired to his house in the capital, and 
but seldom appeared at court. However, on Abdollah-qhan's 
repairing to the mansions of divine mercy, the Ministers resolved 
to avail themselves of Ser-bSlend-qhan’s abilities and character ; 
and this advice was opened by the eunuch, Hafyz-qhydmet-car- 
qhan, upon whose attachment and sincerity the Em{)eror reposed 
the greatest confidence. It was resolved to send him against 
thelbevolted Hamed-qhan, and to confer for that purpose upon 
him the Government of GSdjerat, where he was to receive every 
kind of support ; but as Ser-b81end-qhan had long been out of 
employment, and it was known that he had consumed bis equi- 
page and all his savings, so as to be ill-fitted for taking the 
field, (231) ^ coror of rupees was sent him from the public 
treasury, together with the patent of the Government of G8djerat, 
and he received orders to chastise the revolted Hained-qhan, and 

(Sjo) Bfir-bSlend-qhaa Mubariz-el-mulk signiSes the lofy-headed Lord, the 
most forward in battles of the kingdom. 

(231) A coror of rnpees is a hundred lacs, or a million and-a-quart sterling. 
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to recover thal country. Hie Geher^, who wtt sensible the 
mflitary talents of Nedjm-ed<lin.sdly«qhant brother to* the Date 
AhdoUah>qhan, supplicated His Majesty for his Hberty«iaifd re> 
quested to have him for his companion. This requwt was graniiq^ 
with the better grace by the Emperor, as he 1«ad always thou^t. 
kindly of Nedjm-eddin-aly-qhan, who had been tile ipeison sent 
to bring him away from the castle of Seligigar, andtbb eonduct 
him to Ecber-abad. Nedjm.eddin-aly>qhan then was seleased 
from his confinement, and admitted to the honour of paj^g hie 
obeisance to the Emperor, who complimented him with aQl^laBt^ 
a sabre, and the title of Bahadyr or Valiant. Ser«b8leiid.<ifhxdi, 
arho was present at the ceremony, having received leave to 
proceed on his expedition, took Nedjm-eddin-aaly-qhan' iqion 
his own elephant, and they arrived together at tiie camp that' 
had been pitched out of the city. There Nedjm^ddin-aaiy^han 
soon assembled a body of SSids of Bar attadied to his family, 
and a quantity of cavalry that had served under him ; insomuch 
that he soon found himself at the head of a respectable 'force. 
And as, on the other hand, Ser>b81end-qhan, who had commanded 
in most provinces of the empire, was known to be a man of 
great character, and a friend to the soldier, numbers of officers, 
who even in their retreats had never ceased to be attached to Ms 
person, and to wish for the moment of his prosperity, hearing 
of his promotion, quitted to a man their dispersed homes, and 
with what old soldiers they could influence, they flocked to his 
camp from all parts ; so that in a little timq he found himself at 
the head of a numerous well-appointed army. It was after so 
expeditious a junction that the two Generals thought prefer to 
spend full four months on that part of the country whore^e 
road divides partly towards Adjmir and partly towards Acber- 
abad ; for Ser-b81end-qhan was continually fed with the hopes of 
being promoted to the Vezirship. But as the star thafr<favoured 
the TSranian party, was yet on its ascension, this- design^ which 
was pregnant with so many salutary effects, was drop^d, and'the 
army after so detrimental a delay, marched at last tbrihrtisGfli^rat 
by the road of Adjmir. In this interval of inaction 'Nodjni'fufdia- 
aaly-qhan*, who had returned to the capital, where had lUlen rich, 
was, on his recovery, honoured with the GoverUtMiit of Adjnihv 
and ordered to attend Ser-b81end-(piad, ' as his colleague; ' " t 
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M easttwiiile tbe Emperor^ diagusted with/that sjlirit of intrigue 
and diMatkfactleii^ ivhich Niaam-eUmulk had blown up amongst 
the TSraniana of tire. Court and£mpire, had conceived suspicions 
sig/bnat Aeir whole bodyy as well as against eveiy one of fhemy 
and his aversion increased to such a degree, that he resolved to 
dispossess them of all influence. • Camer-eddin-qhan was the noble- 
man who first felt his The Emperor suddenly took 

from him some governments and some ofiices which he as sudden- 
ly distributed to others. At the same time Saadet-qhan, an Iran- 
ian Lotfdf received leave to repair to his Government of A8d, 
where he applied himself to the business of bringing the country 
irito subordination and order. But Ser-b8Iend-qhan who had 
tarried a little more until his colleague, reduced to distress by 
his long confinement, should have so far recruited his finances 
as to appear in the field with something like an army and a suit- 
able equipager thought now of marching against the revolted of 
GSdjerat. So that a few days after that officer, who had been 
joined by the numerous friends of his family, and by his personal 
companions, followed his colleague, and at last effected his June** 
tion with him. Whilst they advanced, Hamed-qhan, who had^ 
disregarded the good advices which Ser-b8Iend-qhan had several 
times conve 3 red to him, found means to engage Conta-dji and 
Pila-dji, two Marhattas of the Caievar family, to follow his for- 
tunes, and he joined them to his own army, commanded by his 
Baeshy or Major-General, Aman«beg. But these combined troops 
having soon been encountered by Ser-b81end-qhan, in person, 
they received a great defeat in which Aman-beg remained amongst 
the slain, after which the vanquished army dispersed. At the 
end of the battle Sheh-el-h^yar the Belg^amite, Paymaster to 
Ser-bSlend-qhan, who had been detached from the Imperial army, 
having got into the city of Ahmed-abad by one gate, he was 
taking possession of it, whilst Hamed-qhan was going out by 
the other, from whence he took shelter in Nizam-el-mulk's 
camp. This Viceroy, little discouraged by such a check, engaged 
some other Marjiatta Generals to join Hamedf>qhan, and to make 
an invasion in GSdjerat. But this invasion occasioned several 
bloody engagements, in which the Marhattas were constantly 
defeated by Nedjm-eddin-aly-qhan, who everywhere exhfliited 
proofs of that valour which was hereditary in his fanuily, and 
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•The Mar- 
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ed in a bloody 
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which be held Worn his glorious and holy ancestofs.(a3a) At 
matters came to a general engagementi in which Nedjm^eddin- 
aly-qhan with an army of sixty 'thousand horse, and a body of 
infantry, composed of Arabs, and some other strangers, supporUt^ 
by an artillery of some hundred pieces of cannon of all bores, 
attacked the Marhattas, gave them a complete defSiSt, pursued 
them for a long time, and never gave ovei^the pu^uit, or turned 
his horse about, until he had driven them beyond the .Nerbudda. 
This great victory was obtained in the plains about CambSet- 
bender (Cambaye),. where the Marhattas left a vast number of 
dead on the field of battle. It had been preceded by an imip« 
tion which they had made into the territories of Nugur and Pil- 
nugur, towns held by Camer-eddin-qhan in Djaghir, and they 
were actually occupied in sacking and plundering, when they 
were suddenly attacked by Nedjm-eddin-aly-qhan, andby Qhani- 
zad-qhan, son to Ser-b8Iend-qhan. The Marhattas after this 
great victory, being pursued everywhere, evacuated every part 
of GSdjerat. It must be observed that as the victorious army 
was numerous, it received monthly, a regular supply of five lacks 
^ from the capital, which sum was forwarded by Hafyz-qhydmet-carr 
qhan, that faithful friend of Ser-B81end-qhan^s, and after his 
death, by Zaafer-qhan, the intent of which supply was to enable 
that General to go on briskly with his operations, without troubl* 
ing himself with contributions ; and it was determined to continue 
the same, until the country could be so far subdued and quieted, 
as to afford a sufficient revenue to support the victorious army. 
But on the hews of the great victory obtained, the supply was 
stopped by the advice of Qhand58ran, and an order was sent to 
dismiss such numerous troops as had become unnecessary. This 
order ruined that victorious army, and spoiled all the fruit ex- 
pected from victoiy ; for before that order had come, such was the 
dread which the Imperial power had spread universally, that the 
refractory throughout those countries, did not dare to look up 
to it but with respect and confusion. 

We have said that Zaafer-qhan was the person that had 
the greatest influence over the Emperor’s mind, and it must be 

(233) Namely, from Aaly, Mohammed's son-in-law, whom the Sky4ph Mnaml- 
men are wonted to complement with the title of Skah 4 -Marda»t the king of Biavssjr 
and that of Shir^i~ghoda or Ck)d*s Lion. 
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ackmiwledged that this nobleman had many good quali^A ; but 
lie was addicted to Uie love of money, and open to bribery ; and 
just at this very time it came*out that the twelve lacks winch it 
was Ms duty to transmit yearly to CabSl for the payment of the 
garrisons of that province, had been regularly curtailed full 
six, which he converted to his own use ; nor did he act with more 
reserve throughout that infinity of affairs that passed through bis 
hands. One would think, after so bold a peculation, that he was 
upon the best terms with every one of the Ministers of state ; 
but it was the very reverse. So that his practices came to be men- 
tioned to the Emperor in such terms that this affair ended totally 
in his disgrace. That Monarch gave him a severe reprimand in 
public, and he made him over to the controuling office, which 
having found a balance of full two corors of rupees against him, 
obliged him to replace the money in the public treasury. He was 
moreover disgraced and fell into contempt ; and the business of 
providing for CabSl, together with some other expenditures, was 
committed to QhanddSran, whose fidelity was now acknowledged. 
The same charge of corruption and bribery was proved against 
•one( 233 ) Shah-Abdol-ghafSr, a fakir of the TSranian party, who 
got so much ascendency on the Emperor’s mind, as to appoint and 
to dismiss whomsoever he thought proper amongst the comptrol- 
lers of the Qhalissah-office. Grown proud of his power jind influ- 
ence, he had been guilty of many unworthy shameful abuses, that 
had come to the Emperor’s knowledge. But now he was sent for, 
publicly disgraced, cast in prison, and exiled into Bengal ; and 
two corors in money having been found in his house, besides an 
infinity of other effects, the whole was confiscated, and sent to the 
public treasury. C58ky herself, the omnipotent C58ky, who had 
been entrusted with the Imperial signet within the seraglio, and 
had acquired so much authority as to recommend to offices and 
charges, having been found to be the associate of those two men, 
was dismissed with disgrace, forbidden the seraglio, and obliged 
to refund. 


Zaafer^qhan 
disnaoed and 
oblisad to ra* 
fund. 


CdSki her- 
self disgraced. 


(S33) Of Saint Abdol-ghafSr, or King Abdol-ghafSr. We have alreadjr observ- 
ed that a man, on turning fakir in Hindostan, if a Mussulman, assumes the title of 
Shah or King. By the T8ranian or Tartarian sect, is meant the Sanny sect, 
followed by most of the Mussulmen nations ; but most of the Perstaas or liauiaas, 
although not all, follow the Shyah opinions or sect 
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Aftji^r the many disgraces which had been brought upon Minis^ 
ters as well as upon the Empire itself, by misconduct, and bad 
politics, one would be apt to thinic that the accession of power 
and influence which QhanddSran had now acquired, would have 
rendered him more cautious ; instead of that, he listened only tjp 
his dislike against the disgraced Minister Zaafer-qhan, and be 
was hardly fixed in the vacated oflice, when he made haste to 
supercede Ser-bSlend-qhan, that great friend of the disgraced 
Minister; and he soon appointed RadjaAbi*sing-rhator, to succeed 
him in GSdjerat, whither he had orders to repair with the utmost 
expedition, as well as with injunctions to dismiss Ser-b8Iend-qhan 
The Victo- couit. Abi-sing, fond of his repose, and proud of his hereditary 
rious Ser- dominions, sent a Naib or Deputy to take possession of the new 
neflecM,and government ; but this Deputy having been chastised and expelled 
disgrace by Ser-bSlend-qhan, another Deputy whs sent with 
Prince. ^ greater force, and this commander also was received in the like 
manner. At last Abi-sing, ashamed of being repeatedly foiled 
with so much disgrace, marched himself at the head of an army 
of fifty thousand men, mostly cavalry, to which he added a good 
artillery ; with which he entered the GSdjerat. Ser-b8Iend*qhan, 
although equally uneasy at the intrigues of the capital, and fear-^ 
ful of the power of Nizem-el-mulk, resolved with that inconsider- 
able, ill-j>aid, ill-furnished force which had been left him, to en- 
counter his enemies. Coming out of the city of Ahmed-abad, he 
encamped at some Farsacks(234) from it ; and putting himself 
at the head of his little army, and of a certain number of friends 
and old soldiers that would not quit him, he attacked Abi-sing, 
and fought with so much conduct and bravery, that the Radja 
thought proper to quit the field of battle, and retire a little farther* 
qhSr*^er^' Ser-b81end-qhan, who saw himself equally exposed to the machina- 
bcatin|r the tions of the enemies at court, and to the power and intrigues 
gM Sme^to of Nizam-el-mulk in the field, became satisfied with AU sing’s 
* retreat ; and contented with having given him a lessoui he resolved 


(Z34) The Arabic alphabet, the only one used by the PeisIsMU ktnimg no tbs 
/, was very naturally substituted to it, and hence the original Persian word Pars- 
sang (and tbe ancient Greeks write It so) coming to be ^ered Into Farsang, was 
written Farsang and Farsac, by the Arabs that invaded Persia twelve centuries ego. 
This word arises from the stones placed upon the roads to shew the wad 

to assist horsemen. They were at least four miles distance from each other. 
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to come to terms with him, and this he compassed in an un- 
expected manner. About the end of the day, he put on a white 
plaih dress, and rolling a white Durban round his head, he with no 
other c^ort or retinue than a few Chopdars or Mace-bearers and 
sOiVlLnt^, advanced to visit the Gentoo Prince. Abi-sing at first 
was extremely surprised and confounded at this intelligence ; but 
as at the same time he thought himself highly honoured by such 
a visit, he got up, advanced to the gate of his tent- walls, and after 
the usual embrace, he took the old General by the hand, made 
him sit on his own Mesned, and shewed him every mark of respect 
in his power. Ser-b81end-qhan, after some conversation, turned 
towards the Gentoo Prince, and spoke to him in these very words : 
''Young man,'' said he, "to your own surprise I inform you that 
"there subsists much friendship between me and you. There was 
"a time when your father and I exchanged turbans( 235 ) as brothers, 
" and I, therefore, look upon you to be my nephew The little 
" fighting that has passed between us, was with an intent to vin- 
" dicate my honour, and to approve my character, as a soldier* 
" For there is not the least enmity between you and me ; nor do 
" I see why, being an hereditary friend to your family and self, I 
" should abstain from paying you a visit The Imperial service 
" is the matter in question, and it is for that very service I had 
" come into this country. Now that this has been committed to 
" your care, you are welcome to it, and I wish you may bring the 
government into proper order I have not myself any further 
" business with it. I come only to request of you a travelling 
" equipage, and some money to defray my charges " •This speech 
which was delivered with all the frankness of an old soldier, 
astonished the by-standers, and the Gentoo Prince more than 
any. Me had his enemy in his power. Nevertheless, struck with 
the General's high character, and with the anecdote it brought to 
his mind, he thought his honour concerned in obliging him to the 
utmost of his power ; and sending for his steward and treasurer, 
he ord!ered t|^em to comply with whatever directions Ser-b8Iend- 
qhan should give them. A little before the end of the visit, the 
General having again mentioned the former friendship that had 
subsisted between him and the Gentoo Prince’s father, offered to 

4 

(335) The reader ie informed that the exchange of turt>ans renders the two 
contracting parties sworne brothers to each other 
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renew the ties^f it, and to streng^eu them anew^ He took:, down/ 
his own plain turban, and put it upon Abi-sing’s head, and 
ing up the latter’s turban, which was enriched with a varied 
gems of mighty value, he put it ( 236 ) upon his own ; after which 
they embraced each other again in token of friendship and brother-^ 
hood, and he departed content and satisfied to his own camp» 
where the money and equipage arriving soon after, he quitted 
the country and took his journey towards the capital. But all 
this manoeuvre gave much discontent at court ; and QhanddSran 
informed that contrary to his own pleasure and to the Imperial 
command, he had dared to come to a battle witK an Imperial 
Governor, after which, only the General had thought of settiug 
out for the capital, he was exceedingly incensed ; and he so far 
exasperated the Emperor against him, that a general order was sent 
to the guards of the highways to stop him whenever he should 
make his appearance, with injunctions to hinder his advanc- 
ing one step farther until he had obtained a pardon for his 
misdemeanour. Moreover, two hundred guards, extraordinary^ 
were sent ; one-half towards the road of Adjmir, and the other 
half towards that of Acber-abad, in which station they waited 
his coming. The General being arrived about this last city, was 
stopped short by the Imperial order, and forbidden from advanc- 
ing farther. Ser-b81end-qhan, obliged to tarry for several days 
at that city in order to deprecate the Emperor’s displeasure and 
to obtain leave to proceed to court, was set upon by the disband* 
ed troops that accompanied him. They mutinied, rose upon him, 
and fiercely^sked their arrears, and were ready to commit in* 
solencies. Luckily for him, that Saadet-qhan was then in that 
city. This Viceroy, who remembered to have once served under 
Ser-b81end-qhan, and to have been promoted by him to a higher 
command, was shocked to hear the insults likely to be oflered to 
his old commander ; and he sent him a respectful message 

(S 36 ]r The turban being a very delicate piece of Malmal orthia Muslin of about 
two feet in breadth, and from fifty to a hundred feet in length, Aiay Jbe embroidered ; 
and in dresses of ceremony, and in Qhylaats, it is embrQidered, bat cannot be 
enriched with jewels. The surpitch, however, is often enriched with jewels. If 1^ 
bound round the turban close to the forehead, and accompanies the face elegantly. 
The Gentoo Prince probably wore on his turban a ^ghy, and this is alvmjrs'an 
aigrette of jewel-work, and also a ser-bend, which is also a piece of jewel-work, and 
is laid flat on the forepart of the turban. 
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That if he were pleased to refer these mutineers atid 
their arrears to him, his faithful servant and grateful well-wisher, 
he would undertake to satisfy their claims." This generous 
message instead of soothing the General's grief, served only to 
wound his pride. He politely declined the offer, and answered : 

That thanks be to Providence, matters had not come yet to such 
** a height, as that he should prove burthensome to his friends." 

After this answer, he went into the apartment of the Ladies, (237) 
and taking some gold which he kept within for a resource, he 
discharged the arrears due to those troops, and the tumult sub- 
sided of itself. 

The inconsiderate and disgraceful insults that had been offer- 
ed to so meritorious a man as Ser-b81end-qhan, and the ungrateful 
and impolitical behaviour of the Ministers in general, put Nizam- 
el-mulk upon his own guard. He took warning and resrdved to 
give them full occupation henceforward by engaging the Mar- 
hattas to invade Hindostan. He applied to Badjirao, the principal 
man of the court of Saho Radja,(238) who was a General of a 
high character in those parts, and of a high pedigree, as drawing 
his origin from the Radjas Simbha and Sevai, the founders of that 
Empire. He proposed to him to conquer the Malva from the TheMarhatas, 
hands of Radja Gurd-hur, the actual Governor of that fine province, N^am-eU^ 
and to recover the G8djerat from the hands of Radja Abi-sing- 
rathor ; or at least to ruin and desolate those two countries, so 
a^ to render them of no use to his enemies. Nothing being more 
welcome at all times to the Marhattas than such proposals, Badjirao 
and the other Marhatta rulers assembled a mighty army, with 
which they invaded both the Malva and the G8djerat at one and 
the same time. In the latter they gained several advantages over 

(237) It is needless to report here that we always translate the word Haram 
and Haram^sera, by the word sanctuary, and those words signify full as much, a 

forbidden to anyone; but it is not needless to repeat that public money is 
often kept within the seraglio, as a place highly respected ; and that private money 
or rather the privy purse, is always kept there. Even private men keep their money 
diere. • 

(2j8) Saho<^Radja signifies. It is said, the glorious King. Sevai is the name of 
that warlike Prince that gave so much exercise to Aoreng-zib, and found means to 
plunder the rich city of Surat of one coror. — But as we have been mentioning so 
many Gentoo words, it will not be improper to add that the words of Sev&i, Nagwr 
and Rkaiar which occur in this work, are names of clans or of Gentoo families of 
conseqeence. 
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Abi-sing’s Lieutenants and plundered a great extent of countiy ; 
but this was not the case in Malva. Radja Gurd-hur, iidio com* 
manded in that country with a« small body of troops, could not 
bear to see his country ravaged ; and being a man of valour and 
even of temerity, he engaged several times Badjirio, after having 
in vain requested assistance from the capital. His repeated sup- 
plications to the throne, and his representations to the Ministers, 
Which^s produced nothing ; and that brave man, having consumed his smUl 
fended by its force in that war of endless skirmishes, at last fell himself, and 
Governor. stripped of the garment of existence. He was succeeded in 

his command by Radja Dia-bahadyr, a relation of his, and son to 
the brave Ch^bil^ram, who pursuing Curd-bur’s plan, did not cease 
to harass the Marhattas, giving them no rest, and taking none 
himself ; and he wrote to the principal Ministers : “ That so long 
as he lived, he would prove like a wall in the passage of the 
enemy towards Hindostan ; but that after his death the Ministry 
** might depend upon their spreading like an inundation all over 
“ the Empire.” None of these representations produced anything, 
and that brave man was at last slain in an engagement, in which 
he departed the confines of this fragile world. It was in the year 
1 143 of the Hedjra. The Minister little affected by this death, ap- 
pointed Mahmed-qhan-bangash to succeed him, with full powers to 
manage the affairs of Malva, and the latter advanced as far as 
Oodjein ; but as the country was ravaged on all directions by the 
Marhattas, he could not take root in it, and the court dissatisfied 
with his lukewarmness, gave his government to Radja Djehi- 
sing-sevai. ^ It was in the year 1 145, and this was also done by 
QhandoSran’s advice. The new Governor, who inclined to the 
Marhattas, by principle of religion, proved full as lukewarm in 
his administration, and did nothing worth notice. However his 
advice prevailed ; for three years after, the court, whether out of 
weariness, or out of some new principle in politics, thought proper 
to confer the government of that country on Badjirto himself ; 
and in that manner the Malva passed under the Mariiattadominioj^ 
Nor did the GSdjerat meet with a better fate< The Marb^i^das 
The Marhat- availing themselves of Abi-sing’s incapacity and nqgrteci, made 
both the°S[a 1 * themselves masters of the whole country ; and this conquest, Which 
GMjmt. occasioned an infinity of losses to the inhabitants, served only 
to exhibit in glaring colours, all the incapacity of the Minister, 
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«ttd ail the weakness ol the administration. To remedy such 
disorders re<piired the strong hand of valour, and the curbing grasp 
ol eeal and prowess ; but this was more than could be expected 
from a set of men destitute of personal courage, and lost to all 
sense of honour. And, indeed, what figure can the fox cut in the 
Uon’s den ; and what can be expected from a wooden sword 
opposed to a keen steely blade ? QhanddSran having fancied to 
himself the evils that were undermining the Empire of 

Hindostan could be remedied by dint of policy, and lost countries 
recovered by art and cunning, expected to bring every thing 
into order again by a knack at negociation, and by tricks of 
legerdemain. He even had the folly to think that such powerful 
enemies as Nizam^eUmulk and the Marhattas, might be reduced 
to order by keen railleiy, and overawed by a battery of bon mots 
playing in proper time. This was just lighting a fire upon the 
surface of a piece of water. But in general this Minister was 
exceedingly unlucky. Every scheme which he projected, turned 
out to the detriment and dishonour of the Empire ; so that the 
factious Grandees, sensible of the debility of administration, were 
confirmed in their schemes of independence and revolt. The field 
of dissension grew wider and wider ; and the materials of a re- 
volution becoming daily more abundant, seemed now to be 
assembled in heaps. Such a state of things required quite another 
man than QhanddSran, and to lop off that towering tree of in- 
aid^rdination and independence which was perpetually shoot- 
ing forth new branches on all sides, required the sinewy arm of 
some active valorous Prince, who after having felled it down with 
repeated blows of his battle-axe, should find sagacity enough in 
himself to dig out all its roots, and to tear them one by one. 
Nothing less could answer the necessities of the State than the 
exertions of such vigorous Ministers, as a Zulficar-qhan and a 
Hossfiin-aly-qhan, two men, who with a strong arm, would have 
bent the necks of refractoriness within the string of their bows, 
and strangled it at once. 

The Marhattas, now established in their conquests of Malva 
and GSdjerat, found their views enlarged ; and encouraged by the 
stiHneas and pusillanimity of an administration that seemed 
motionless, and gave but faint signs of life, they now commenced 
aspiring to some more acquisitions, being continually busy in 
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providing quarrels with the Imperial Governors, their hext 
hours. Little by little they stretched their feet within the ftbittiert 
of the provinces of Ecber-abad and Ilah-abad| drove the FodJ- 
dara next to (heir own conquests, and insensibly extended their 
limits to the detriment of the Imperial territory. Whilst the Mar* 
hattas were perpetually encroaching on the Imperial territory, 
Mahmed-qhan-bangash, styled the Ghazenfer-djung, Or Lion in 
War, had assembled a good army from his own clan, 1. e., from 
the Rohilla Afghans, and a train of artillery from^his fortresses, 
which he marched into the country of Bundelcund, a dependence 
ot Ilah-abad, with intention to make a conquest of it, and to drive 
away the Radjas Chetersal and Naga, the most powerful Princes 
of that region. He advanced into the very heart of the country, 
made himself master of all the strongholds, and having seized bn 
the capital, he resolved to take his rainy-quarters in it, in order to 
accustom his new subjects to the yoke. The dispossessed Radjas, 
with the other Princes of that tract, sensible of the weakness of 
the Empire, and making as little account of the Minister’s resent- . 
ment, as of his influence and attention, turned their views towards 
the Marhattas of the Great Nagp8r,(239) (a city and region that 
ought to be reputed a dependence of Aoreng-abad, since it is in 
the province of Barar, which is on the back of the Bundelcund) or 
possibly they applied to the Generals left by Badjir^o at OodjSin, 
the capital of his new conquest of Malva. Be it as it may, the 
dispossessed Radjas, on promising a sum of money and a cession 
of part of their territory, obtained an army of Marhattas, with which 
they retume"d into Bundelcund, where Mahmed-qhan-bangash 
had thought himself so secure in his conquest, that he dismiss- 
Mahmed- greatest part of his Afghans to their homes, retaining 

^ash '^^ades ^ small body ; and as he had been too little time in the country 
Bundel- to be informed of all its inlets and passes, the dispbssessed Princes 
^ found means to be upon him, before he had any advice of their 
coming. He had hardly time to mount his horse and to march 

with what little force he found under his hand ; but* being soon 

■ 

(SS9) Great NagpSr it so called from its exteat, and alao to distinguish it 
from Cbota IjiaLgjpSr, which is a town in the western dependencies of Bengal. Great 
NagpSr is at four or five hundred cosses south-west of Calcutta, and the residence 
of a family of Marhatta Princes that are powerful and seem to act almost indepen- 
dently from the court d Pona. 
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l?y numbersi and obliged to qujlt the fteUf 9 ^ 
tbiak of some jpl^e of shelteri he after wandering two or three 
fonoid fort called DiSit-gur,^ where be had jiiit time tb 
throw himself with his troops and followers, and where he waa 
immediately besieged ; and the Radjas with their Marhattaa were 
so, intent in their business, that not a blade of straw could find its 
way to the fort. As a great multitude of all sexes and ages had 
taken shelter in it, a scarcity of provisions was soon felt, and it soon 
ended in a complete famine. Cows, horses, and asses came sqoa 
to be eaten ; things horrid became food ; and a dead beast attracted 
a thousand eyes. Nor was it possible to receive any supply with- 
out, or to get out of the fortress. Such a state of distress could not 
long remain concealed from Mahmed-qhan’s family. On the first Heroicall|r 
news of the blockade, his consort and children had quitted Feroh- 
abad, the place of their residence, and had repaired to the capital, 
where with cries and tears they had implored the Minister’s 
assistance, and the Emperor’s attention. No man took notice of 
them, or minded their desolation, and this forlorn family in despair 
applied, as a last resource, to their own tribe and clan, the Afghans 
of the Rohil«cund. The mother sent her veil round amongst their 
principal men, and Caim-qhan, the eldest son, addressed them 
himself. Such a spectacle produced a full effect. The Afghans 
touched with the deep distress of so principal family, resolved to 
make an effort in its behalf, and to save their countrymen from 
impending destruction ; and having put up with the little money 
and jewels which the mother and son could afford to distribute 
amongst them, they assembled in numbers, and appointed that 
son himself to lead them to action, as their General. The Afghans 
by incessant marches, arrived in the nick of time, attacked the 
besiegers, and getting to the gate of the fortress, they drew out 
Mahmed-qhan-bangash and their countrymen, and carried them 
safe to Ilah-abad: an action ever memorable, by which this worthy 
son immortalised himself, in saving bis father’s life. But the 
Minister likewise performed their part from the capital ; and as 
a punition to Mahmed-qhan-bangash, for his having miscarried 
in his expedition, lost a battle, and suffered himself to be blockad- 
ed, they deprived him of his Government of Ilah-abad, which was 
transferred to Ser-b81end-qhan, whose misdemeanours were now 
forgiven . This General accepted the employment, but sent thither 
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Strange 
events at tlie 
end of the year 
ii35> atnd at 
the beginning 
of the next. 


his son, Qhanftzad-qhan, as his deputy, and himself renndned ihr 
the capital, but however, without much appearing at court, his ' 
discontent being such that he mostly kept hnnsell in his own 
house. 

A strange accident closed the end of this year. The 
qhana of Haider-c8iy-qhan’s(24o) took fire of itself, and slnother«> 
ed its master. But the beginning of the next year was na less 
remarkable in singular events. Qn Wednesday, the eighteenth 
of the second Djemady, in the year 1136, two or three hourb after 
sunrising, Mahmed-yar-qhan, nephew to Shaistah-qban the ancient 
Lord of Lords, a nobleman who so early as the times of Aoreng^^sib, 
had always enjoyed the government of the province of Sha&- 
djehan-abad or Delhi, departed his life on a sudden, and repaired 
to the mansions of divine mercy ; and a few days after, being a 
Friday, the office of Mir-ateshy or Grandmaster of tho household 
and of the artillery, vacant by Haider-cSIy-qhan’s demise, was 
entrusted to Muzafer-qhan, brother to QhanddSran. In this 
same year the magazine of powder that weht by the name of 
B8rhan-el-mulk’s, having taken fire, blew up, and carried with it 
the steeple of Firoz-shah’s, with the buildings adjoining; and the 
whole was torn from its foundations and thrown at some distance. 
In this year also the brave Nedjm-eddin-aly-qhan repaired to the 
mansions of divine mercy, and his Government of Adjmir was 
bestowed on Muzafer-qhan, who was already entrusted with die 
high office of Mir-ateshy or Grandmaster of the Imperial house- 
hold. On the Wednesday of the tenth of the second Djemady, 
in the year 1141, the Emperor felt an accession of fever and sick- 
ness, but it ended in a full recovery. ^ In the same year, being 
the month of Shaaban, news came to court that the Marhattas of 
GSdjerat had advanced into the contiguous country of Radja 


(S40) A Qhass-qhana is a small room made up of four walls, and a tent lilcs 
the materials of which are solely of qhass, a long grass, that sinki deep In the 
ground and exhales an agreeable smell. These walls being constantly spShdiM 

with plenty of water in the hot weather, emit by their innuiiMwebie' inteiidoes « 
sweet scented zephyr that lulls the soul to sleep, while traveHoa f|dl 40d ott fha 
highway, and poor labouring people perish by scores. General Carnao dSpS dfalal^i- 
ed of Shudja-ed-dOulah whether he suffered most from heat or from epld f From 
neither, answered the Hindostany Prince. I make my own climate. The walla m 
only one inch thick, and being bound with twine, may bo put up and folded doion 
exactly like those of a tent. 
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Abi«siiig*s« * The Gentoo Prince who had just been expelled from 
hat^hingdonS^ finding his hereditary dominions attacked, obtained 
leavO) and repaired in all speed to Djodehi-p8r-Merta, his capital. 
About the end of this same year, it being a Friday, the Pendjabi 
shoemakers and some other Mussulmen tradesmen, rising in a 
body, excited a great disturbance. In the disorders usual in the 
da3KS of Hooly,(34i) one of their body, a man highly respected 
for his having been in pilgrimage to Mecca, (242) happened to 
be killed by the Gentoo jewellers, and that too, unjustly. His 
brethren, shodked to see their complaints unattended to by a set 
of inattentive Ministers, who rather inclined to favour the ad- 
verse party, and unminded by a group of Grandees, little addict- 
ed to religious considerations, and who paid no attention to the 
account they would have one day to render in the other world, left 
the body for |hree days together unpurified and unburied, (243) 
resolved not to meddle with it unless they had revenged the man’s 
death. The Grandees, taken up, every one of them, with concerns 

(241) The Hooly is a Gentoo festival where not only gaming is allowed for 
three ^ys, but all kinds of rioting and disorders, such, however, as may be expected 
from a nation of an amazing meekness and a prodigious tameness. Yet frays hap- 
pen eometimes between the Gentoos, on one hand, whose holidays being fixed on 
solar calculation, are immobile, and the Mussulmen, on the other, whose festivals 
and other ceremonies, being lunar, wander throughout the whole year. The Hooly 
lasts three days, the third of which, at about eleven at night, they burn it, t e , the 
populace, naked, and besmeared with dust thrown at each other by handfuls, burn 
doors of straw, straggling wood, and anything combustible they can find or snatch 
at. Once in my time there happened a fray between the Mussulmen that were in 
their Moharrem, or days of mourning, and the Gentoos that were in Sheir Hooly, or 
days of frolic ; and both parties applied to an Englishman, the Chief or Governor 
of the* country. At what time, asked the Governor, does your festival fall every 
year P At this very time, answered the Gentoos, and never at any other. And your 
mourning, at what time does it recur every year ? Sometimes at one season, and 
sometimes at another, answered the Mussulmen, Then, your mourning, said the 
Englishman, is the aggressing party, and it is you that are in the wrong , an answer 
that did honour to the man's good sense, and quashed the dissension. 

* 1 (942) Every ond that goes to Mecca and performs the pilgrimage there, lets his 

beatd glrow, and^refiaes the word Hadji or Pilgrim, to his name ; and this name is 
held In veneration. 

fS43) The body of a Mussulman, deceased, is immediately shaved, washed with 
a great deal of water poured upon it, and a quantity of dried rose leaves and other 
sweet-sOented things are put under his armpits in bits of cloth, and other parts of 
hisbody7moroanit be buried unless these rites have been performed, as well as 
. many others. 


Great sedi- 
tion at Delhi, 
on account of 
a Hadji, mur- 
dered. 
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of their owiii were bu^y amohg^ tbeniBelyes^i and iiet ^.Rt 

fliought of affording either justice or consblatiOft to tiiofleiajafed 
people. The shoemakers incensed at aud) a neglecti raiaad a 
seditionj took possession of the great mosque^ 'anid ferb^ 
service to be performed or any prayers to be saidi^or^any |n>^ pf 
Mussulmen to assemble there, until their wrongs l^re tedreaaod^ 
The Cazi of the city having attempted to pacify diehsi- aset 11^ 
nothing but insults and disgraces. The tumult being.Ppontthe 
increase, at last attracted the attention of the Courts and' CaiMiO- 
eddin-qhan the Vezir, as well as Zaafer-qhan the Minister^ wel^ 
sent on a Friday to perform their devotions, and to see divine 
service performed in the cathedral. They came with Uieir^Prn 
retinues and a number of other Lords, and were preparing to 
commence prayers, when the afflicted and much , injured people 
commenced cursing and reproaching them for tfaetlT laaladiniiiia- 
tration, as well as their shocking supineness and odious lukewarm- 
ness in whatever concerned religion ; and proceeding frOm words 
to deeds, they fell upon them and put them to flight. Zaafer-qhan 
being closely pursued, took shelter under the bucklers of the 
Afghan soldiers that accompanied him. The shoemakers purfu- 
ing their blow, continued throwing their slippers at those guards 
and at the Lords and their soldiers, and put them to flight again. 
The Vezir alone stood his ground, and on his ordering some un- 
boxed rockets to be fired and ttirown over their heads, the seditious 
were reduced to silence, and impressed with some fear, ^and the 
tumult subsided a little. The Vezir finding them reduced to some 
order, addressed them in modest terms, and by employing, by 
turns, expressions of severity and consolation, he, prevailed upon 
them to disperse. The Poet has said 

*' Firmness and condescendence must be employed togdUnr. 

The chirurgeon that opens the vein brings his bandags wHIi him." 

The tumult had risen to such a height, that most^of the Grandees 
were insulted, and as the people were preparing to proceed 
farther, some great event, as terrible as the Day of Judgmeut, 
might have taken place, but for the Vezir's exettibns. 

At the end of the year, between the months bf iSlievval and 
Zilcaadeh, there arose, for forty days togetIler„,a^t 0$ gybiind, 
such an abominable stench all over the ,cityf riiat the poor .and 
rich being equally affected by it, were attacked by an epidemical 
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f«««r EUed the boiuce with sick. The «bops an 4 markets 

wem iAttfc up, (kft sitrects became desert, aad the city looked like 

a |dace ibnakea by its inhabitants. People said that they had 

newt seen or heard of such a calamity. The stench and sick* 

tiew{a44) commenced at Patna, and Ilah>abad, from whence it An infecUon 

proceeded to Ecber*abad and Delhi, and continued spreading over 

Pampuiand Serfaend, until It extended to Labor, where it stop* 

pbd« By a favour of divine Providence, none of the sick died ; 

they ail recovered, except a very few, whose last hour was 

already arrived. Tliis strange event was followed by a stranger 

one. The winter proved so very severe this year in Shah-djehan* 

abad and old Delhi, and its environs, that the water would freeze m OnlU. 

in vessels of copper which were all burst. Running waters, and 

die river itself froze likewise. This happened for three nights 

togetfler Ol tlm month of Redjeb, of the year 1 143. It also rained 

ice in several places. This frightful year ended by an expedition 

which the Emperor undertook. 

On a Tuesday, being the fifth of Redjeb, of the year 1 145 
of the Hedjra, he set out of the citadel of Shah-djehan-abad with 

his Vezir, Camer-eddin-qhan, the Lord of Lords QhanddSran, of a 

. . hunting patty 

md his whole courti and marched to Eaz-abad and Berhot and sets out on an 

Soa^Uti where he encampedi spending a whole month in the ®*P*^*^®“* 
pleasures of a general hunting. Returning from thence, he alight- 
ed at a seat and garden called Betel-caatra,(245) where he amus- 
ed himself with the beauty of the place , from thence he advanced 
to the banks of the river Djumna, which he crossed at Feroh- 
bahsba's seat and garden, where he stayed ten or twelve days. 

There hearing that the Marhattas had made an incursion as far 
as Ecber-abad, he resolved to march and to chastise that race of 
freebooters ; and advancing two stages more as far as the little 

(344) It is fmoarksble that the famous plague of the twelfth century that 
4ep0|lillatad all Asia aad all Europe, commenced by another such stench which came 
oat ^ the grooii^ on the north of China, and spread all over the northern world 

(S45) Betel-CSStrSithe name of a seat and garden at some distance from Shah- 
djehan-abad or Delhi. It must be observed that all gardens and seats in Hindostan 
are io alt comartf aor does it require the owner’s leave to go in, and to amuse 
one's itif with daildng, music, and entertainments from morning till sunset. A 
g u i d o n , as artttelal pond, a Well, and a cistern are always deemed pious and public 
wodis. 
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river of Heniden, he encamped at the 'Sera(246) 
where he stopped seven or eight days. But *ihe freebOotisrS 
having dispersed and quitted those parts^ on the repk^rt of -Us 
march, he ijeturned by Talputt to Feridabad, and on the month 
of Sevval, he under the auspices of fortune and prosperity, sdighb^ 
ed at his palace, the seat of glory and royal pomp; • ’ • * ' ’ : 

This hunting party of the Emperor’s seemed to be ohl]^ a 
prelude to something more serious. For on the sixteenth of 
Ramazan, in the year 1146 of the Hedjra, about three hours and^ 
a-half after sunrising, Muzafer-qhan, brother to QhanddSran, and 
Grandmaster of the household, received orders to march and 
chastise the Marhattas. He was invested with a Qhylaat, which 
he put on, and without giving himself time to go home, he 
marched at once out of the city, and encamped at the seat of 
Djivandas. It is true that the Marhattas, after having completed 
the conquests of GSdjerat and Malva, had continued their ravages 
and incursions, on finding that no one moved from the capital 
to oppose their usurpations ; but it is no less true, that they had 
been satisfied with settling contributions, and then had rested a 
little. However, so soon as they saw that no notice was taken of 
their motions, they recommenced again, assumed the dominion 
of those districts, and by encroaching upon one or two territories 
more, they kept the Imperial frontier in a retrogading posture ; till 
at last through perpetual encroachments and continued industry, 
on one hand, and the most shameful neglect and most barefaced 
supineness, on the other, they possessed themselves of all the 
territories aS far as GSaliar, which is a famous and important for- 
tress of Hindostan, and quite in the neighbourhood of Ecber-abad. 
Elated with these successes, they talked of nothing but of new 
conquests, being encouraged thereto chiefly by Nizam-el-mulk 
who blew the coals of animosity and confusion, and excited them 
incessantly to new expeditions. The Marhattas, sensible of the 
weakness of the Empire, and convinced of the pusillanimity of its 
Ministers, did that as a compliment to Nizaih-eUmuIk's interests, 
which they would have done of themselves without nny such 
motive or invitation . Assured, then, of so powerful a support, they 

(246) A Sera is a caravansera, built of stone, brick, Straw, for tha accom-' 
modation of travellers. Numbers of villages are built close to thein; as well as 
towns. 
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aii^ilc^dto the very gates of GSaliar, ahd piisbed tfaefr 
tbhs as fat a 3 Ecber-abad, on one side^ and as far as Adjmir; on the 
othdr. "QhandOSran, who was*too knowing not to feet the con* 
sequences of such encroachments, but who thought it improper to 
march himself against them, sent his brother, Muzafer-qhan, to pot 
a stop to those encroachments. This was a man so full of bis own 
vsUour'and prowess that he endlessly talked of it. The Emperor 
dismissed him with a deal of distinction, and he set out at the 
head of the Imperial troops, as well as of those belonging to 
several Lords, who to the number of two-and-twenty were com- 
manded to attend him. So that the whole formed a fine spectacle, 
and. a vast multitude that covered the plain. Muzafer-qhan, 
invested with full power, and at the head of a numerous army 
and a numerous artillery, put his foot in the stirrup of authority 
and command, and marched out to encounter the enemy, resolved 
to give the Marhattas battle. But these freebooters accustomed 
to wage war only by skirmishes and incursions, without ever 
coming to a general engagement, never made a stand before him, 
but kept him marching and pursuing, as far as Serondj, where 
Muzafer-qhan thought proper to stay. On this the Marhattas 
returned, surrounded his camp, and by continual skirmishes, so 
straitened his quarters, that provisions and necessaries became 
scarce in his army ; but he contented himself with conserving his 
person, and waiting for orders from his brother and from the 
Emperor. An order for his return being at last arrived, he was' 
satisfied with bringing his army entire, and he returned to the 
capital, where on a Tuesday, being the thirteenth of Moharrem, 
in the year 1 147, he had the honour to pay his obeisance to the 
presence, and was complimented with a plate full of jewels and 
gems; after which, he repaired to his own palace which had* 
been at all times the scope of his wishes, and where alms were 
distributed by him, exvotoes{2^f^ paid by his friends, and Nuzurs 
offered by his favourites and flatterers, in thanksgivings to Provi- 
dence for its exettiohs in extricating so illustrious a General from^ 
the manifold dangers of that mighty expedition. All, all with one 
common voice extolled the amazing abilities and the astonishing 
conduct he had exhibited in that dangerous campaign, and they 

(S47> These ^xvotoes and ceremonies are customary when a man comes hsck 
from an expedition or a voyage. See the remark S9, Section /. 


The Marhat- 
tas continue 
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ments, and 
despise the 
General sent 
against them. 
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felicitateid him and themselves on his safe lteftiini> as ofi 4 piece* 
of good luck that had been beyond their most* sanguine iliopes s 
but yet people that knew the man) and were imeonaected adds 
him, did not fail to mention often the following Verse : 

** You to p«rform such a business I Is it so that the brSees tastevn?*' > 

This year the forgiven Prince Aaly-tebar,(348) soft to Aaxem> 
shah, took his journey towards the mansions of divine eBerey,.it 
being the sixth of Moharrem, and he was buried close to his mother, 
Kirpa-p8ry, (349) in the mausoleum she had built for herself. On-tfae 
twenty-fourth of the second D jemady, in the same year, the trust • 
worthy of the Empire, the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan, and the Prince 
of Princes, QhanddSran, were both appointed to chastise the Mar- 
hattas. Both these heroes set out together, and after hamng fought 
the Marhattas for a long time together, they returned to the city 
together ; and this expedition ended like that of Mu^er-qhan's. 
On the return of these Generals to the capital, the accursed bcee« 
hooters attacked and plundered the town of Sanbdir, which is 
only at a hundred cosses from Shah-djehan-abad. The Fodjdar 
of that place, by name FahrS, to redeem himself and the to«m 
from sack and plunder, agreed to give them four elephants, and 
three lacs of rupees, with some other effects ; and he punctualfy 
performed his part. But the freebooters after having been paid 
to the full, laid their hands upon his person, and plundered hhp 
so effectually, that he was left with no other properdin the world, 
than the clothes on his back. The Cazy or Chief Justice of the 
place, unwilling to trust to those infidels, gave way to what they 
call in HindOstan, a point of honour, t.e., he put to the sword 
his consort, his children, and his whole family, and then talcing 
to his arms, he with a few friends defended his house to the l4st 
drop of his blood ; and it cannot be denied, but that he behaved 
valiantly, and performed feats of prowess and bodily strengA. 

It was ^ter such calamities all over the Empire, that the efements 
seemed to have conspired against the inhabitants of die capitth 
On the ei^teenth of the second Reby, of the year 2148, in thp 

— ' ■■■ I I 

<248) Thttword forgiven is oaed oat of respect, and signifies the depstsed. Aalp* 
tdmr signifies of illustrious race, and also high destinj. 

(249) Kirpa-pSiy is certianly a Gentoo name, and she must havp been either 
a Gentoo Princess, who would not, like the others, assume a Mdsstdilian nhiae, dr 
some dance-woman, taken into the seraglio. 




MU.TAQHERIN. 


«v«aingqf tb* a raio coanp^oca^ ^ 

Hasty homt tflg«tber with so much violence, tfat most of ine lais o( thb^ 
htniees fell down in the capital, and the little atream at the lumn. 
of Roshen-itd, rose to such a height, that several streams pf 
five feetin dqith, ran through all the streets ; and news came that 
the cify of Ec^r^abad had likewise felt the same calamity at the 
same time. 

Wluist the Bmpire laboured under the confusion we have 
mentioned, and every one was making his particular profit of the 
troubles to posh his own point, no wonder that a Zemindar, 
a man restless and refractory by nature and by trade, should 
aq>ire at independence. AdjadjS, a Zemindar of the Checlaw 
of Com, availed himself of the weakness of the Ministry to revolt 
against the Fodjdar of that district, under whose command he 
Was; and h&ving killed him, and plundered his effects, he more- 
over took possession of his family. The Fodjdar was no less a 
person than Djan-nessar-qhan, brother to the Vezir Camer-eddin- 
qhan. The latter shocked at the enormity of the crime, sent 
Asim-ollah-qhan, his kinsman, to punish the Zemindar, and to pia^ons 
rescue the deceased’s family and consort from his hands. But ^ * 

AdjadjS who was accustomed to mischief, and knew how far he 
had become obnoxious, quitted his usual residence to Azim-ollah- 
qAun> uud retired to some part of his country which he knew to 
be of difficult access. This retreat having betrayed Azim-ollah- 
qhan into a mistake of the man’s being but of little consequence, 
he concluded that h>s commission was not an object worth his 
while, and he made only a short stay in the country, where he 
left {^mdjem-beg-qhan, a TSranian, with some other commanders, 
whilst himself was repairing to the capital. But no sooner did 
AdjadjS hear of the other’s departure, than become prouder than 
ever, he yielded to the violence of his temper, and quitting his 
etrongbolds, he suddenly fell upon Qhadjem-beg-qhan, and his 
Sloops, which he put to the sword. Camer-eddin-qhan, on hear- 
ing sudi an intelligence, was confounded ; but being himself too 
deficient in personal courage and in firmness of mind to remedy 
evib ci such a nature, he applied to Saadet-qhan, Governor of 
ASd, whom he entreated, if he had any regard for the Moghul 
name, anS any seal for the Mussulman religion, to come and chas- 
tise that turbulent scelerat. Saadet-qhan, who was a man of 
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person^ prowessi and a jealous assertor of his reljgtonj ^. sooner 
received the letter, than he resolved to undertjEfh^ the^ 
tion. He was already upon his »mS.rch to the capital on. Some; 
other business, when receiving Camer-eddin-^qhan’s letters, he 
quitted the main road, and struck upon his right, with intentioa 
to chastise the Zemindar. The latter wanted to amuse this General 
also with fair words, but finding that the other would not catch 
at such a bait, and being besides a man of much pride and 
courage, as well as elated by his late successes, he resolved to 
stand his ground and to fight, and he only waited for the enemy’s 
arrival to commence the attack. It happened that the Viceroy 
fatigued with his day’s journey, was just retiring to his tent to 
take some repose, when AdjadjS’s spies, who were just at hand, 
went and informed their master that the Viceroy was a tall stout 
man, dressed in green, with a flowing white beard, and jthey added 
that he had just got into his tent. The Zemindar who just waited 
for such an opportunity, getting directly from out of his ambus- 
cade, presented himself at the head troops. On sight of this 

Saadet-qhan got upon his elephant, jrcl v. as exerting himself in 
putting his troops in battle He advance* ' th what people were 
at hand, and in the condition they were at that time. It happen- 
ed that Saadet-qhan having stripped himself of his dusty clothes, 
had just put on a white apparel ; and that one of the foremost of 
his commanders who advanced to engage, was Ab8-t8rab-qhan, 
the T8ranian, one of his n cient and best officers, who was that 
day dressed in green, and was remarkable by a long flowing white 
beard, as well as himself. AdjadjS having spied that officer upon 
an elephant, took him to be Saadet-qhan ^imseli, and with a 
number of bravoes that followed him, he ran on a full gallop to 
that part, and soon joined the elephant, w hen brandishing his 
spear, he gave the old officer such a violent blow, as pierced him 
through and through, the spear coming out at his back, and lodg- 
ing itself into the board of the haodah. Saadet-qhan’s foremost 
troops intimidated by the man’s prowess, and by. the execution 
done by that select body which accompanied him, commenced to 
fluctuate, and to lose courage ; when Saadet-qhan himself with a 
chosen band flew to their assistance, and after having discharg- 
ed showers of arrows on him and hisfollqwers,,fae closed at oqce 
with him, and engaged sabre in hand; At this very, moment a 
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QeatM ofllc^irt called Duidjuii-«mg, a relation of tHe 2einKdai^ai 

but from a long time in Saadet-qhan’s service, having di^vered 

the man, poihted him out to hi^ master, and spurring his horse, The Zemin 

he engaged him with reproaches mixed with blows ; and AdjadjS dar is chastisl 

receiving at the same time two wounds, one by a strohe from 

Durdjun-sing, and another by an arrow from Saadet*khan, fell 

down and was undertrodden. From this moment a zephyr of 

victory seemed gently to raise the drooping standards of that 

General ; and the divine favour blowing in full upon his troops, 

gave his troops a complete victory. The victorious General took 

possession of the enem/s camp, and ordered the Zemindar’s head 

to be sent to the Emperor, and his skin, stuffed with straw, to be 

presented to the Vezir ; after which leaving to AbbSl-mansSr-qhan, 

his nephew and son-in-law, the greatest part of his troops, with 

the command of the country, he pursued his march to the capital, 

and on the seventh of Redjeb, in this same year, he paid his 

obeisance to the Emperor, to whom he presented a Nuzur of one 

thousand and nine estircfiic b, with a curious poniard and sabre. 

The Emperor honoured hinj with a rich Qhylaat, to which he 
added a poniard ano a -abre, enriched with jewels, a horse, and 
an elephant. Two months after, he w^as recalled to the field again 
by letters from Abb81-mans8r-qhan, from Sheh-abdollah, and from 
some other commanders of his, who repeatedly informed him 
that the Marhattas, whom AdjadjS had called to his assistance, ' 
were at hand. 

About this time, it being the sixth of Zilcaad, in the same year, 
Yad-gar-qhan tiie Kashmirian, a particular friend of QlfandoSran’s, 
and a shrewd, - ^ v )e, well-spoken man, was dispatched to Radja 
Djehi-sing-seva*, : d to Badjirao, the Marhatta Generalissimo, 
which latter had ov^ ’ heretofore sent by the Radja Sahoo, with 
orders to make conquests in Hindostan. The envoy was entrust- 
ed by the Emperor with a patent for the two provinces, Malva 
and G8djerat, which Badjirao held already by the tenure of the 
swbrd, and ^th a commission to gain that General over to the 
Imperial service, by a promise of mighty honours and a variety 
of rewards. Radja Djehi-sing’s part was to act as mediator ih 
this affair. It was in this same year and on the fourteenth ctf 
Zilfatdj, at about three hours before midnight, that Zaafer-qhan 
departed his life, a Lord that had acquired a character for many 
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vatoible quallficatioils, t>ttt edp^cUll)!^ fat hU 

benignity of his disposition. He had contnlcted 'an 4nillnacy 
with Shah-bigah, a fakir, whom 'he had made thd director 
conscience, having taken him for his tuteler skint, and su^M^ed 
to his directions in every thing. But it is time nokkr'to leave 
small occurrences (and, indeed, whatever came to pass at the 
capital had this long while ceased to deserve a better appM- 
lation) ; and let us turn our eyes towards those eastern pasts of 
the Empire which, after having lain in obscifrity ^add oblivion for 
Such a length of time, now emerged at once to become a theatre 
fertile in those important events that have paved the way for the 
conquest which strangers have made in them, and which they have 
stretched as far as the neighbourhood of the capital of Hindostan. 
The scene opens at Azim-abad. 

I am not informed which Governors succeeded Nusret-yar- 
M}han in the government of that province. I only know that in the 
year 1140, Fahr-eddd 81 ah, brother to Zaafer-qhan, having obtain* 
ed the government of that province, remained five years in it ; bnt 
as he was a man that could neither read nor write, and was light- 
headed besides, his actions savoured of neglect and ignoirafite. 
Me was also veiy proud, and very prone to anger, and at the 
same ^me so inconsiderate, that for a small Subject, he fell ouft 
with Sheh-abdollah, a man of consequence in those pkrts, who 
seemed to be the main hinge of all the Government business In 
that province, for he had been for a length of tinie always em- 
ployed by every Governor, either as his deputy, or as a general- 
farmer of tne revenue. He had connections with almost all the 
Zemindars, was greatly respected by every one of them, knd had 
acquired the good-will of the troops, as well as of every individu:sd 
in the province, where he was universally rejected. Fahr- 
edddSlah incited by a sense of jealousy, set up several chicanes 
agaitist him, and he made him so uneasy, that tht Other thought 
it expe^ent to quit his house at Azim-abad (a house which he 
Md bouglit'with his own money), and to repafolO^^hej^thOr fide 
of the Gan^, where he had built a mud-fort, utibilt the town of 
Sevan, and bought several villages with a lledl of ground, where 
he now cetired much discontented, Govejmor not* satisfied 

with this retreat, crossed the river after him,' 'and besieged rhim in 
the said castle ; •and he wanted kio less tUati to obtain possession 
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pe^3So^. Tlit mtm i|i4n|9«l 

tdr <»]^t|C!9ittitiMi ai^liedtoSwdet^ha^i Governor ol A8cl, bU 

ly^^houir, ta wb^ be exposed Jhis situationi with the aubjeot^^ 

tbe^dl|flb9COiice ; on hts being sent for by himi be allied oii|; of 

the fo{t| foreod bravely his passage through Fahr*eddd91eb*e 

campi Md effected his retreat by a valorous actioni in which be 

eluded Fahr^edddSlah’s inimical designs, and approved himself a 

soldier as well as a financier. Sheh-abdollah being arrived at 

Saadet«qban's court, was received with distinction and honour ; 

and the inimical Governor having missed his prey, returned to 

the capital, where he some time after commenced a quarrel with 

Qhadja Mutaassem, whom he greatly disobliged. This Qhadja 

or fakir was no less a man than a brother of QhanddSran’s, who 

under the garibof a fakir, and the resignation of a religious retired 

from business^ lived at Azim-abad in all the splendour of a noble* 

man of the first rank. Shocked at the imprudence and the 

imperiousiiess of the Governor's behaviour, and at the levity of his 

actioQs,he quitted Azim-abad, and repaired to the capital, where on 

his brother's enquiring about the subject of his coming, the other 

informed him of the Governor’s tyrannical conduct. The Minister 

who iia4 already beard of it, procured Fahr-edd681ah’s dismission 

from bis appointment, and having annexed the Government of 

Asftn-abad to that of Bengal, he sent the patents of it to Shudjah* 

qhaUr who on the demise of Djaafer-qhan, his father-in-law, ha<i 

succeeded him in that government. And as those Eastern countries to the^rcvSiiI 

are now going to cut a capital figure in our history, it will not be im- tions i& Ben- 

proper to introduce their actual ruler to the reader’s acquaintance. 

Shiidjahieddd81ah,(25o) a/tas Shudjah-qhan, the then SSbah- 
d^r oj: Vicerpy of Bengal, was a native of B8rhanp8r, a city 
in pecan, and by origin an Afshar, which is a tribe of Turks 
dwelling in Qhorassan, a province of Iran.( 25 i) He was one of 
the principal men of that city, and having contracted an alliance 

HlteClIei Wtare Miiateiiien.el-Tnulk ; Shudjah-ed-dd81a , Shudjah-eddln- 

The Trustworthy of the Kingdom; the 
Vnleronsnf tiie Bmpdre; the Brave Shudjah-eddin-Mohammed-qhan the Lioe- 
Nke In baUtett. 

(eSi) The Obeiuamn, or eastern parts of Iran or Per^a, as well as the nertfi- , 

Wn esei cf that BOi Itoivt Tavris to Mea^hed, are fufl of Turkish tribes tftiiifc 
lobdbit liaMits Oieslly, dad esldoln lollow any ether profession than that of SpIdleMr, 
shepherds, •end hiMilMdioesr.- These «e the eoldlersthat dll the Fscsiaii enhiss ; 
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^tb<.Djaafm*>qhan, another nuUi of ctfpae<|«0iice-^tlw>iwiiiril 
he Uved with that nobleman, who - in; Aonemg«Btl^e 
become Divan of Bengal, and ifk procesa '(d^^tine had -obtidned 
likewise the Nizamet or Military Government bf^^tbe Bame fMntv-* 
ince»(252} By means of the alliance between tk^Bif«vefyipfefer-» 
ment obtained by Djaafer-qhan proved an accession oC'lfifliartmjce 
to the son-in-law likewise, and the father-in*-law faai^g, joined 
in his person the distinct offices of Divan and Nasem €»£ tlt<^:;kNra 
Governments of Bengal and Oressa, procured the SSbabdaiTjs.or 
Viceroyalty of the latter province for Shudjah-*qhani who went 
and established his residence there, not only in order to inape^ 
himself the affairs of his government, but also because there /hOd 
arisen such a diversity of tempers and opinions between ; these 
noble persons, that they could no more live together upon tibose 
terms of concord which decency prescribed* The son«in 4 aw 
therefore wished to live at a distance from his father-in-law. He 
was a man of a moderate temper and a lover of justice^ and he 
bore a character for many valuable qualifications that had acquired 
him the esteem and respect of all the world. Djaafer-qhan was 
the very reverse of him, and universally known for such. Another 
subject of difference was the dislike taken at Shudjah-qhajieby 
his consort^ Zinet-en-nessa-begum,(253} daughter of Djaafer-iq^hani 

for the ori^^nary Persians are made no account of. and are called Tats, Taats, or 
Tradesmen, and Tadjiks or Burghers by derision, altho* there' are sonte Persian 
tribes that are excellent soldiers, for instance, the Bahtyaiics or Bahttlana which are 
all mountaineers, and yet all cavalry, Kerim-qhan was a Bab^ari, or Lori ; but 
Nadyr-shah an Afshar. 

(252) The Nazem is the Governor of the province, a mllitaiy man who commands 
the troops and fortresses, and inspects the distributive justice. The Otvan is the 
Superintendent of finances, something very like the Intendant in Prance, but quite 
independent from the Nazem. on whom he is a check. But iehenr;a Governor joins 
both those offices in his person, he is called a SSbahdar mr /Viceroy. 

(253) Zinet-en^nessa signifies the ornament of the sex. B^sgum, jpronounced 

Biiem by both Turks and Tatars, or Tartars, is a title "of Turlosb. od^ln and the 
feminine of Beg. which signifies Prince^ both in Tartary 'and in Tairlqr» bht means 
no more than a trooper, both in Persia and in India, of As to her 

husband’s incredible ardour for women, it is notoriobf. five 

four hours together without a woman; and in full audienw fMonlly 

occupied in business of State or in rendering justice, he umd,^ sh^biAind a parti- 
tion, and to come b^kafter n full half hour. His excuse for i«K;h li^mage absence Is 
no less singular. " Geatlbmen, I am cocmd with the mcot^m^gliy aqd mdst iMBnly 
**Tatt8 (Poney) tlw fM of earth ; ha is eternally (basiag me far gtafcu** ^ 
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ottft 4ii|M»HSoii«rftiidi4i pattern of diaatit^i had her heart alienat* 
ad^MNn hat Irndbaodi sot only^on account of bis being upon sdch 
•bad t o wns with her father, but especially on account of hiaexces- 
aHw^nmieaess to the love of women. She parted*with him, and 
takifig her eon with her, she chose her residence in Moorshood- 
abadi a city founded by her father, and named with his title which 
rtas MoorshoodUcSly-qhan, where she lived in great splendour, 
and where rtie would have probably continued to enjoy tran* 
quillity, had not fate suscitated a man predestined to overturn her 
family, and to change the face of these countries. There appear* 
ed at this time at court a person called Mirza-mahmed, husband 
to a lady, who being herself of the Afshar tribe, was allied to 
Shudjab-qhan. This Mirza-mahmed had with him an elder son Origin of 
of Us, by name Hadji Ahmed, and a younger son, Mirza- 
mahmed«aaly, since known under the name of Aaly-verdy-qhan, power, 
and the title of Mehabet-djung. This Mirza-mahmed had been 
in the service of Aazem-shah the forgiven ; and on his master’s 
death, he was reduced to the utmost poverty and distress, hav- 
ing lived a long time out of employment, and being obliged to 
support a family equally numerous and indigent. In this ex- 
tremity Mirsa-mahmed-aaly, son to Mirza-mahmed, betook him- 
self to the expedient of sending his mother and father to the 
court of Shudjah-qhan, and this happened in the beginning of 
Mahmed^bah’s reign. That Governor glad to oblige a relation, 
conferred several favours on Mirza-mahmed, took him into his 
service, and shewed him so much kindness, that Mirza-mahmed- 
aaly, the son, resolved to repair likewise to the court of Bengal 
and Oressa, a resolution which he effected with the utmost diffi- 
culty, on account of his being entirely destitute of the means of 
performing so long a journey. He at last arrived at the court 
of Oressa, and being a man of a keen genius, of an insinuating 
turn of mindi and of a temper capable of the most delicate affairs, apprmtUm- 
to the niceties of which he knew how to adapt himself, he soon gmt 
joined to these civil qualifications, theipilitary ones of an intrepid 
biHvery, and ad undaunted prowess, and he acquired so great 
a chanicter, that Shu^jah-qhan congratulated himself on the 
fiCquisition of so excellent a subject, and looked on his arrival 
as upon an event of unexpected good luck, that prognosticated 
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the rise ctf his protector's htmily | ii>sQiihjKl|^ that li(irza«ihah|te4t'< 
aaly tosc''m favour and in credit from dajr to day, a^d waa 
promoted to the highest offices ; aqd now the phtht of inclinali|QO 
and attachment having taken a firm footing bet^tleB these two 
persons, and its strength having, been tried and c^JMidiniMd fay 
experience, Mina>mahmed-aaly sent for his brother, Hlidp Ahoued, 
with the consorts, children and relations of the edude 
which then lived at Shah-djchan-abad ; and the latter having 
accordingly assembled the whole of them, he travelled into Bengal* 
from whence he repaired to the court of Oressa, where being 
arrived, he was, as well as his younger brother, taken intofavoor, 
and promoted to offices and employments ; and as the two btti*- 
thets were both men of abilities, of much versatility of mind, and 
of sudi a preseverance as was capable of surmounting the grehtr 
est difficulties, they strengthened so much Shudjah«qhan’8 govern*- 
ment, as to become the foundation of that elevation to which it 
rose in the sequel. Particular arrangements were introduced 
into the department of finances, and the revenues greatly aug« 
mented by their application and their industry; but Mirza-mahtned* 
aaly, who to the political abilities of his brother, joined a brilliant 
character, as a soldier, and had always displayed a greater ex- 
tent of genius, than either his father or brother, came spon to 
eclipse all his relations, as well as all the persons in Shudjah^ 
qhan’s service, in so much that he became in time exposed io 
the shafts of env}-, both from relations and strangers. Tins emvy 
had risen to a pitch, when his protector, who kejA sevetsi of kh 
agents at court, obtained for him a of honOitr with the 

appellation of Mahmed-aaly-verdy-qhaa,(as4) a distinctioO uMcli 
jealousy could not bear. 

Djaafer. All this while Djaafer-qhan continued displeased with his 

nornlorn^! son-b-law, and as his life was drawing to an end, he cooedved 
OTftaehia^'"* project of procuring the Nizamet of Bengal for B«r*efitaa* 
talrt^r uT* qhan, his grandson by Zinet-en-nessa, a young who had 

already the Divanship or Intendance of that psovipoe. ffajl of 
nfem that scheme^ he wrote to his agents at coiin^ andjpBied>|ld]>aili^ 

and no expense to obtain an object that had nqwhoobme ||ar wish 

(254) Thttfe words sigoifjr the qhan or Lord ; 

Is TMfcfahtor tuguv*, mifkan sfafstfes Lord or l* r li tc t . Ji fa t Ao Pi tsjv trt 
kotaJtHMo. 



^i^:e^^’''t^'';ltl8 iii''l^'i«:^h^"oli$|:M.;' .-t>|B:||ili^^ 
JbiioWted^of Shudj^-qhan,; 

and 4o Ho^i Amod, i»|j» Iwrdttiii^. lbf ' 
in giving one and itlild SWsn 
bdiiiidfiI,;aiild^'if>ifi$i^ngatone and the same method ofisnocse^ivlil. 
'^[^^i^hil^ijif^atty'lteeommehded some acquaintances of .diejt'Sl,itlj[»ia 
tnady speech, to be -disjpstched immedutofy ^ 
||l«^ 9 ult;<if‘>Sbilh-djehan-aba(t with full powers to treat ; andilhaii; 
titd)rblA>M^t ’4iie minutes of tho supplications ivhich it be^Mba 
t^ecessm^'to iivrite to the Emperor, to the Vesir, and to the Brinsa 
pf" Prince^ ^0haad58rao. These were drawn up in an elegaot* 
aaftchiaiing al^^> . calculated to sooth and to persuade, and 4*ey 
F^bbMdd.tfce'tpatents of Divan and Nazem in Shudjah-qhon'b 
pame^^for both the provinces of Bengal and Oressa. With these 
Oreddnthds> the 'onvoys -were dispatched to the .capital and ordered 
to lu^dte the -utmost dispatch. Other trusty men of the saliitaiy 
Itltfid* were' at' the same time dismissed upon some pretenae from 
Shbdjah-qlian's service, but in fact, were only dispatched 
yatiojUs roada to^Moorshoodabad, with orders to -keep themselves 
dibjod9ted,^b4t 'inthe environs of Djaafer-qhan’s palace, so as to 
be night and day ready to execute such new orders as would be 
fUat -after 'them. But as the rainy season was at hand, and it 
was’foreeeen that the inundation would necessarily preclude aU 
;d((linmuidcation4rom Cateck to Moorshoodabad, a vast number of 
bbl^ -of aH 'Sizes, and for all uses, were therefore provided>.and a 
inidtitode of-boatmen assembled and kept -in pay tothe end'ths^, 
nia'I^'S'ecy- first iatelligence of Djaafer-qban’s- demise. Shudjab' 
.qhan.-aiught, without hinderance, proceed to Mooshoodabad im> 
mediately. ' -A-^mcret post was also established betwixt Cateck and 
Shah*4jahanoabad, not only for the sake of receiidng as soon as 
passible the desired- patents.' but also for being.every day furnished 
li$tb-inteliijgfbniEa from both that capital and Moorshoodabad. At 
jett^raf 'Undoubted credit having informed Shudjah-qhaa, 
tls^ Djlut^iHpnn' had' hardly five or six days to live, he .sat .piA 
ftPai Catecle^'thldln^ with him Aaly-verdy-qhan, and such a number 
bn^jbt^ps.^ ns he thought sufficient, and he procured 
bsul^i^ to Muoraiwodabad. sometimes by water, andsomefbdnsby 
land, just as opportunity served. He had a son by a lady 'difEdrent 
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from Dj^fer-qhan’s daughter. It liras Maiiitted 4 iidcy»< 0 ia^^ 
him he appointed his deputy at Cateck. Whilst h% ms " 

with so much expeditiooi he received certain fotelligencedhtttf '^ 
Djaafer-qhanwas dead, and a few days after, heh^yet upon thn^ ^ 
road, he received the patent for which he had appIM to cotttt; 
This spot proving so auspicious to him he stopped awhUe, and 
called it Mubareck-menzil, or the auspicious stage. From thence 
he proceeded with as much expedition as a simple courier, and' 
in a few days he arrived at Moorshoodabad, where without giving 
himself time to take breath, he directly repaired to the CheheU 
s8t8n, a place raised by Djaafer-qhan on forty pillar8(255) for 
such solemnities ; and sending for the Vacaa-navisst>r gazetteer, 
and the Sevaneh-naviss or crown-intelligencer, with some other 
But is su^. Crown-officers, and the principal men of the city, he produced his 
patents, got them read aloud by those -two officers, and having 
qham**** procured himself to be acknowledged as the lawful SSbahdar of 
the two provinces, he took possession of the Mesned, sat in it, 
and ordered the Imperial music to strike up in rejoicing ; after 
which he received Nuzurs of acknowledgment and congratulation 
from every one present. What is very singular, is that his son, 
Ser-efraz-qhan, an unsuspecting young man, fast asleep in the 
lap of ignorance and security, was actually at a country-seat 
about two miles from the city, in the full confidence that he was 
the designed and undoubted heir of Djaafer-qhkn, his grandfather, 
in his offices and estate, and that there was no man daring enough ^ 
to dispute his title ; nor did he know any thing of what was 
passing within the city. The first intelligence he had, was from 
the sound of the Imperial Nagara(256) and from the music which 
had struck up. Confounded and astonished at the intelligence that 
was soon brought him, he stopped short, and asked his principal 
courtiers, and the principal officers of his troops, what they, 
thought was to be done ? Most of them answered unanimously, 

** that as his father had received and proclaimed his patents ; had 
" taken possession of the Mesned of command as’Weil as Of the 
palace and the city ; had been peaceably ackhoti^Iedged ; and 

— — - — ■■■! , m -mm ^ m ■ ■ 

(S55) Cheh^l-sStSn signifies forty pillars. It was a httilding^uftits ytone capol% 
leaning on forty columns of stone, and open on all sides. This buildhig oocnpled 
the site of what they call to-day Seradj-ed-dSulah's palace, hiit extsfs fib more. 

(256) A large kettledrum of iron. 



an 


mutaSherin. 

there remained no other party^ but 
This unanimous opinion of theirs having ^ 
heim Bubmitted m by the young man, he left his retinue behindi qhan submits 
and taking onlya few servants, he advanced briskly; and whether ^*ther. 
he^irould or not, he kissed his father’s feet, presented his Nuzur, 
congratdlated him on his accession, and dropped every thought 
of dispute and contention. This inauguration being over, Shudjah- 
qhan turned his mind (and he had an excellent one) towards 
putting in order the affairs of Government and finance. 

His chief counsellor and adviser was Aaly-verdy-qhan ; but 
he availed himself likewise of the abilities of Hadji Ahmed, the 
latter’s brother, and of those of Ray-aalem-chund, an ancient Divan Excellent 

or Minister of his, who was really a Hindoo of merit, and such as ^ 

deserved all the confidence and trust reposed in him. He also 
called to his councils several well-wishers of his, and especially 
Djagat-seat*fateh-chund, a famous banker of those days, whose 
wealth Was reckoned by corors, and who has never had his equal. 

All this assistance was only for public business, but in private 
matters, and in every difference between man and man, he would 
trust to no one whatever ; but sending for the parties, and listening 
patiently and leisurely to the tales of each, he accurately summed 
up the reasons of both sides, and with much subtility drew up 
his conclusions from them, pronounced the sentence, and had it 
executed with dispatch and punctuality. No recommendation, no 
entreaties from the nearest relation, would avail, if they proved to 
militate against the justice arising from a thorough examination 
of the case. His equity and humanity were no less conspicuous 
' to the Zemindars and other landholders of Bengal. These, under 
Djaafer-qhan’s administration, had been mostly kept in prison and 
confinement, and tormented in such a variety of manners, that it 
would be a pity to spend any paper or ink in describing or mention- 
ing them. It is doubtless of such characters and morals that the 
Poet Saady had in ^view when he wrote these verses 

*' Never be guilty of such actions as dishonour your family and person, 

For fear lest people one day should curse both your person and family.'* 

Shudjah-qhan, after having firmly establishedhis Government, 
dismissed such Zemindars and other landholders, as he found to 
be innocent, and free from crime or fraud ; as to the others, he 
ordered them to be all brought into his presence and to form a 

39 
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circle muhd his person.^ ^d.thxs he ai»l^ 

th^y would behave in future, should; l^> rel^e the^^^f^ 
n^iseries of confinement and restore to 

Uberty and the sweets of free air ? The who%ha4 

been for years languishing in confinement, and, .i^4. 
variety of torments and racks, surprised at this bi^oke 

forth in encomiums on his generosity and goodn^ya^;, and after 
supplicating Heaven to grant him a long series of p^perous. years, 
they unanimously raised their voices, and promised hence- 
forward they would pay their rents with a thousand times mo^e 
punctuality than they had done heretofore, and wouldi moreovei^ 
prove obedient and dutiful in whatever services.his. goodness 
might think fit to command. This promise they couched down 
in a particular writing, which was authenticated by the proper 
formalities, and after having opposed their hands aqd seal& to U, 
they confirmed their promises with the most sacred oaths, and with 
the most solemn execrations against anyone that should act 
contrary to its tenor. This matter being over, Shudja-qhan sent 
for a number of rich Qhylaats, in which they were di^OSSod^- every 
one of them according to their respective rank and. station ; inso* 
much, that there was not a man in that assembly that d^d not re- 
ceive a suitable present. After that ceremony they were all 
dismissed to their regretted homes, with injunctioni^ to trMsndt 
henceforwards their rent by the means of Djagat*seatv 

It is in consequence of so much benignity of temper, and 
such a celestial distribution of justice, that the kingdom of Bengab 
which in books is called the terrestrial paradise, came to enjoy $p 
much prosperity, as to exhibit everywhere an air of plenty and 
happiness quite analogous to the title it bore. The iohab,ita#S 
of that happy region enjoyed under his government every es^e 
and benefit, which a Government founded on justioe and benignity 
could bestow ; and every one of them were unanimous in offering 
up their supplications to Heaven for his conservation and ^pros- 
„ perity. As soon as the Zemindars were disnilssed he turned his 

promotes * ^ , 

Aalijf.verdi’s views towards the distnbution of offices and. emptoyments; and 
Sta ff continued his eldest son, Ser>efntf>^heffi; Divan- 

ship of Bengal, as he did Mahmed-tacky-qhahr son, ^ 

the Government of Oressa. The Goveimmt^. of Gje^jtn-ghir- 
ni^r-Dacahe be^wed on bis son-in4aW».l||^i^)iopd.-c8Iyfqbs|q. 



Mt7*tA|)HeRlN. J§» 

Aaly-vehly^qhatii eould not 
fail 16 |!taLitsi3t6 of Ifaat distribution of .graces and ehtployments ; and 
as tketav^nnte^liad three nephewSi to whom he had given his thr^e 
daughterSi they were promoted equally. S&yd-ahmed-^han, second 
soh of Hadji Ahmed, was appointed to the Fodjdary of RungpSr, 
and Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, the youngest, to that of Acbar-nagur, 
i^lgo Radjes^Mial. But Nuvazish-mahamed-qhan, the eldest, Was 
invested with the office of Paymaster of the forces. (257) These 
were paitictilar offices. For in the general affairs of gfovern- 
ment and finance, he had formed a kind of council, composed of 
Ariy-Verdyi-qhan— Hadji Ahmed — ^the Ray-rayan(258) — ^Aalem- 
chund, and the Djagat-seat-fateh-chund ; and these were invested 
with the power of binding and loosing, and acted as his Chief 
Ministers. Matters remained in that state, until Fahr-eddo81ah 
being dismissed from his Government of Azim-abad, that province 
was annexed to the Viceroyalty of Bengal, andthe patents of it were 
‘sent to Shud]a<«qhan by Qhand68ran, his particular protector. 

Shudja-qhan on being invested with the new Government, 
turned his thoughts towards discovering a proper subject to send 
thither, as his Deputy, and several persons were proposed to 
him by his council, to all of whom he objected. At last he resolv- 
ed to send one of his two sons. But Zinet-en-nessa, his consort, 
would not consent to her being parted from her son, who acted 
already as Divan of Bengal, and on the other hand, she objected 
to Mahmed-tacky-qhan, as to a stranger , so that her husband at * 
last became of the same opinion. He reflected that the Bahar 
was a country that required a curbing hand ; that it bordered on 
the A8d, the Ilah-abad, the Barar, and the dependencies of Aoreng- 
iU>ad, with the Governors of which countries it ought to keep a 
correspondence ; and he concluded that such a post could not be 
properly filled by any but by Aaly-verdy-qhan. On his proposing 
him to his council, his choice w’as unanimously approved, as none 
of his counsellors had any views of his own, and they paid many 

encomiums to the penetration of his mind, in singling out the very ed Vicen^ of 

I- --T-rnr -n r . Azim-abad. 

(S57) Payn^asler of the forces very often acts as Major-General. Nigr, at 

Delhi, he Is always the second Commander of the Imperial forces, the Sipah^aaiar 
or Generalisidmo beiiig the first. 

(258) ftfiy.rfiynn is a thle given to Gentoos only, and signifies the Com^lgr 
el Counsellors, Chief of Connsellors. ^ 
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mati wanted. The appointment bein|$ piiblisliad^ Shtidjah^qte 
resolved to decorate Aaly-verdy-qhan with new titlesi and new 
honours and dignities* The title of Bahadyr or valiant, and:;l2iat 
of Mehabet-djung or the formidable and majestuous in battles, 
an addition to his military grade that should raise the whole to 
the command of five thousand horse, a fringed Paleky,(aS9) a 
standard)** and a kettle-drum, were the new honoprs which he 
wanted to confer upon him, and for which he immediately applied 
through his agents to the Emperor, and to his favourite Minister, 
QhandoSran. Zinet being informed of the new appointment, 
expressed her approbation ; and willing to confer an obligation on 
Aaly-verdy-qhan, she sent for him to the gate of her apartment, 
and having ordered a rich Qhylaat to be put upon his shoulders, 
she conferred upon him the Government of Bahar, as from her- 
self. (260) And it was only after this investiture, t|iat Shudjah- 
qhan himself sent for him, and presented him, on his part also, 
with the Qhylaat of the Deputyship or Niabet of Azim-abad, to 
which he joined the patent of it, with an elephant, a sabre, and a 
quantity of jewels. A number of troops was appointed to serve 
under him ; after which he was dismissed, with injunctions to 
bring the province under a proper order and subordination. 
History ought to remark that a few days before this elevation, 
a grandson was born to Aaly-verdy-qhan from his youngest 
daughter, (261) married to his youngest nephew, Zin-eddin-ahmed- 

(259) The fringe of such a Paleky (for all Palekies have one) is made in the 
form of a net- work. The standard is a large one» alwa3rji carried upon an elephant, 
and slit at halfrits length. The kettle-drum is made of beaten iron, and twica as 
big as an English one. 

(260) This investiture shews that she thought herself, and was thought by her 
husband and by others, the real and sole heiress of Djaafer-qhan's Government and 
estate. Nor are such instances uncommon in Indian histoiy, or in the Eastern 
histories ; nor is it extraordinary to see women take the lead In administration. The 
mother of the Turkish Emperor, then a minor, assembled the Grandees, and from 
behind a curtain, spoke to them, and recommended to them diligence in their oilBces, 
and fidelity to her son, whom she called her young Lion. 

(261) His young^ daughter was Amna-begum, who became Tamous in Moor- 
shoodabad, after her husband's death, by her amours and galtantry.^This Mlrsa- 
mahmed is the same as Badshah-cfily-qhan, alias Seradj-eddfiSlah. /The reader will 
observe with wonder and amazement that this child, to whose auspicious birth all the 
honours then heaped on his family were attributed, and at whose coming into the 
world it made the first strides towards dominion and sovereignty, proved to be the 
very person in whotii both the family and sorereignty ended for ever. 




mtk he eall^A hkl Mhea^ 

^moteiedi aft^ adopted htm fbr his.s^V a^^hul 

lite^^odttcated ^ ia his oira house. He ascribed to his auispiciote 
bifri^V thai sttddeur flow of honoursi dignities, and faYours ; a^d on 
thataocount he redoubted his affection for him. Aaly^verdy-qhaHi 
falefete bis departure, obtained leave to carry with him two of his 
sonstdn^law^ with several of his relations, and after a^^Mqperous 
journey, he made his entry in Azim*abad ; and having stayed a 
whole year in the province, he returned to Moorshoodabad to pay 
his req>ects to his benefactor and master, was received with every 
mark- of distinction and favour, and sent back to his Government ; 
nor was it long before he received the patent of those dignities 
and those honours that had been devised for him by his protector. 
He received from Court the fringed Paleky, and the standard and 
kettle-drun), with the other insignia of his dignity ; and these did 
not contribute a little to the exaltation of his character in the 
minds of the people, by adding so much lustre to his pomp and 
retinue. But he was not dazzled by them. Being a man of 
wisdom and industry, endowed with a lofty enterprising mind, ever 
intent on high designs, he soon observed how precarious was his 
situation, and he therefore commenced his administration by 
introducing order in the city, augmenting and inuring his forces, 
gaining the hearts of the subjects, attaching the military to his 
person, and chastising and bringing to order the Zemindars and 
other refractory persons and insurgents of the province. Above 
all, he made it a standing rule to bring into his service as many 
military of character as he came to hear of in the* neighbouring 
provinces ; and by these means he in a little time found himself 
at the head of an army, well-appointed, and furnished with every- 
thing that could insure success. Intent on adding to his power, 
and preparing himself for higher achievements, he was alert in 
chastising such of his dependants as attempted to go astray from 
the path of duty, and he made them serve for an example. He had 
taken into* his service one Abdol-kerin-qhan, an Afghan-Rohila, 
who commanded fifteen hundred of his countrymen, and had such 
an opinion of his own strength and prowess, as to make little 
account of others, and in reality he deserved the^ high opinioh he 
had conceived of his ownself. Aaly-verdy-qhan who had made me 
of him in many an arduous occasion, could not be but satisfied with 
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vi^; but he wanted Ukewiaa to Mdoeehimto tiie ndhs ot 
suboi^ination, and to repress that forwardness of hiS) which 
prompted him to stretch his feet beyond the tiaifiCt of obedience 
and submission. The Afghan, proud of his prowessierinding no stt» 
perior, and fearing no one, set his master at defiance, and eontinu* 
ed to be guilty of actions that strongly savoured Of an assuming 
refractory temper, and of a spirit of independence that spumed 
at control. Aaly-verdy-qhan reflected, that to disMmUe with him 
any longer would only add to his presumption, and excite that of 
others, and that to connive at his excesses and insolencies any 
mote, might prove highly imprudent, and even dangennis ; and 
he was convinced at the same time, how exceedingly improper it 
would be in a person of his high station to defer the punition Of a 
headstrong man, whose punition ought to be held iq> interrormnto 
others. The day then being fixed for that execution, Aaly«verdy<> 
qhan ordered a number of his trustiest men to keep themselves in 
the Hall of Audience, and to fall upon him with their sabres as soon 
as that Afghan should enter, and presume to ans^ver to a repti>* 
mand which he intended to give him. Effectively the next day tite 
man, as usual, presented himself with ten of his fcdlowers, armed ; 
but as he had always at the gate a couple of hundred of bis men 
ready to support him, and he was himself a man of great personal 
strength and prowess, it was not an easy matter to come at him , 
or to find people that could match the man. Three such men 
having been pitched upon at last, were ordered to attend and to 
dispatch him. The next morning the execution took place ; so 
that the smoke that used to arise from the heads of the refractory^ 
was at once dissipated. The soldiery began to tremble, and 
many of the Zemindars, who had hitherto proved refractory, and 
had acted with all the freedom and insolence to which the weak* 
ness of the former administration had accustomed them, wefe set 
upon one after another, and severely chastised. Some were tom 
out by the roots, and some, that were guilty Ilkendse, but who 
had shewn tokens of submission and attachment, wOfO not only 
forgiven but taken into favour, and th^ attac he d tbsMSidvee to 
his person. In consequence of such a vigoroes ad mir tisttation, 
which never abated from its vigilance, he found mean# both to 
conserve Shudjah-qhan's good>witl and esteem, ami to strengthen 
his own power and influence. 



V 4 Biit lMifMe>we> 'go w wMb thoi gnvA mai/e hkdevji^^lk' i» 
ptopftr owridwotil* ctttor opdn some eirents HAf have ItspiptiliMI 
eitbetf in ifae'Ca^llad o£the Empire orin its environs ; afterwhb^ 
'Wft.sbsU lesnase eor accoont of Aaly-verdy>qhan and the aSsirs 
of jBangaK> 

We have already mentioned that Yad-ghar-qhan the Cashmif* 
ian had been sent from Court to the Marhatta camp to commence a 
negoeiation vnth Badjrao by the mediation of Radja Djehi-sing* 
sev&i, and that diese two envoys had been entrusted with the 
patents of the Governments of both Malva and GSdjerat for that 
Marhatta General. As this extraordinary step and this condescen- 
sion on the Emperor’s part did not produce the effect expected, and 
as it was so far from extinguishing the flames of the Marhatta 
ambition, that it seemed to have added fuel to that nation’s pre- 
sumption, to have inspired them with higher and higher notions of 
themselves, and to have excited new encroachments and fresh. 
ins<deneies on their part, it was resolved to have recourse to force. 
On the seventh of Zilcaadah of the year 1 149 of the Hedjra, about 
six hours after sunrise, the Lord of Lords QhanddSran departed on 
an expedition for chastising those freebooters. That General on 
receiving his leave was honoured with a belt, and that Minister with 
a view to acknowledge this mark of distinction, set out immediate- 
ly, without so much as going home. He marched out of the city 
and encamped at Talpat, which is nine cosses from Shah-djehan- 
abad. On the twentieth of the same month, the Supreme Vezir 
Camer-eddia-qhan was equally honoured with a belt, and set out 
lihewise on the same expedition ; and to change his’station,(a6a) 
he went and encamped at Char-bagh.(263) On that same day 
QhanddSran, at the head of his own troops, and of those numerous 
bodies of Imperial cavalry that had been put under his command, 

<9(te) To chan^ hia station. — ^This expression to an English reader requires a 
comioeiitaij. All the Hindostanees being extremely addicted to astrological piedio* 
tiQii% and to the observation of lucdcy and unlucky days» and also to the IstagharUf 
which Is another kind of divination, the highest as well as the lowest of them will not 
move a fOoC, onfoss It be precisely at the time pointed out by the heavenly bodies ; 
and when that iiiomatilef departure Is come, they quit their houses and repair to some 
other spot upon the roa4» be it even at so little as two hundred yards distance^ that 
their iouiroay ^ deema4 commenced at that precise hour. 

(263) Char-bagh, a particular seat near the Capital in the middle of four gaidens» 
as its neme imports^ which has been raised near Delhi, in imitation of a ctotning 
spot near IsCabao la Iran, called Char-bagh likewise. 
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to die amount of about forty thousand horse, marched forward 
with a numerous train of artillery, and all the necessafl^ for h" 
campaign, and he encamped in the territoiy of tcl>il»r«Abad. 
he was joined by several eminent Radjas with their troops, khd* 
his forces now became so numerous, that his army coVered the^ 
plains, and struck the eyes with admiration and terror. It was 
expected he would advance directly upon the enemy ; instead of 
that, he who had set out to fight the Marhattas, contented himself 
with loitering his time at about forty cosses from the capital* ‘ 
Most of his troops, divided betwixt fear and hope, like men in' 
suspense betwixt life and death, were anxiously waiting for what 
might happen. Nor did the Vezir Camer-eddin qhan behave with 
more earnestness. This Minister had set out at the head of a 
numerous body of Moghuls and Hindostanees, attached to his 
person, and in his own pay ; and he had joined them to a whole 
army of TSranin Moghuls, all ancient servants of the Emperor, and 
all in such high estimation, that the whole province of Serhind had 
been assigned to them for their pay. With such a numerous army 
he had marched towards Adjmir, with intention to make and end of 
the Marhattas. He had with him every necessary for a campaign, - 
and an infinity of volunteers, who fought for opportunities to 
signalise themselves and to acquire promotion. The pomp and 
eclat of his march are hardly to be described ; but after marching 
a little on the frontiers of that province, he stopped short to wait 
for the arrival of the Marhattas. Such was the cant expression. 
Here he was«joined by Mahmed-qhan-bangash, who having quitted 
Feroh-abad, his residence, (a town which was built and named in 
honour of Feroh-syur, his protector) was come with a good body 
of troops, and he waited also for the arrival of the Marhattas. But 
not one of those illustrious warriors, and not one of those famous 
Generals had resolution enough to advance himself on those devot- 
ed freebooters, to give them a thorough defeat, and to acquire a 
character in the Empire by chastising them properly for their re-, 
pealed insolencies. Qhand58ran without moving froha his place, 
was perpetually contriving schemes, the purport of which he com- 
municated to Djehi-sing ; and the latter after haviiig added what 
further occurred to his mind, transmitted the whole to the Vezir. 
As to Radja Abi-sing-rhator, instead of repairmg to camp, he 
retired to his capital, where he addicted himself to a course of 
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ions, and by fei^g forwards some such futile excuses, ^ Oivg^ 
oAer hand, Csffier-eddin-qhan, the Vesir, sometimes out pf to 
se|f, and doinet^mes intent only on conserving his army, spent W 
time in conapitjlng.niith his friends, and with the TSranians, ,,, 
countrymen, iijt his suspense continued, and he kept his w 

fixed on the succour which he expected from Nizam-el-mulk. ^ e 
latter, vho '^nmtted the court, exceedingly disgusted with the 
Emperor and wjlthhis favourite, QhandSSran, paid but little 
tion to the troubles that were ruining Hindostan. He even wishe 
to see the Ministers as well as all the Grandees humbled to the 
dust, by any ^eans whatever. On the other hand, the Emperor 
had conceived too strong suspicions against him, and wj» t^ 
inu4 obseded by QhandaSran, to resolve on an application to 
him ; he had even so bad an opinion of all the TBranian Grandees 
of his court, that he made it a point to abstmn from consulting 
any of them. Meanwhile, whole days and nights passed in con- 
sultotions and incertitude, and no decisive part was taken ; and 
indeed, no principle of life and action could be communicated by 
those impotent Lords, and those Monsubdars and dignitanes so 
fertile in excuses, who swarmed in the capital as well as in camp, 
and most of wjhom were men of no capacity at all. As to those 
amongst them, that were capable of thinking, they did not dare 
to open any adjpce that might clash with Qhand68ran’s opinion, 
and the Empeiw himself, whose favourite he was, and on whose 
mind be had acquired an unbounded influence followed by an 
abMlnte power over the whole Empire, was unwilling to listen to 
anything that might give him umbrae. That Prince used to 
write both to Q^ndbSran, on one hand* and to Camer..eddin-ql^, 
on the other^^^tever came into his mind ; and these two did pot 
fail to excuse .^mselves by far-fetched reasons, and out-of-the^ 
way cbnaideratwns. Letters and consultations were perpetually 
and repjMfing betw««“ fbe Empe'fcr and QhapdSSrw, ^d, 
as an open cpminunicajtion was mmntained betwixt the dty^anll 
camp, it caro0 last td be the general wish of the Cport, th^ an 
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agreement should take place the; Marl^ittad. Qbl^nddSt^il 
himself, now fully sensible, that to give a complete defeat to those 
freebooters was more than he could perform, and much beyond bU 
courage, thpught it best to leave both peace and war in a pi^o* 
found obscurity, and to envelope th^m both in a cloud of delksate 
policy that left every thing in suspense. Such a management he 
thought to be a shrewd stroke of politics, but meanwhile toextri<« 
cate himself from his difficulties, he set out on his return to the 
capital. Things were in this woeful state, when by one of those 
strokes of Providence, and by an unexpected piece of good 
fortune, news came that the Marhattas had been chastised by 
Saadet-qhan in the manner they deserved, and this intelligence 
tranquillised the minds of the whole Court. 

This exertion was more unexpected, as Saadet-qhan had no 
other Government than that of A8d, and no other office or command 
than that of the Pikeman of the presence. In number of troops 
and in plenty of money he was reputed inferior to most of the 
Grandees of the Empire, and moreover his Government being on 
the north of the Ganga, he seemed to have no concern at all with 
those that were on the south of that mighty river, and still less, 
with the Marhattas themselves. But he was likewise a man of 
Sadet-qhan great personal courage, full of a sense of honour, jealous of the 
c^ul^aln^ glory of the Empire, always intent on some high undertaking, and 
the Marhattas. fond of military glory and renown. Shocked to see the pusillani- 
mous behaviour of men at the head of such numerous armies, and 
fired with indignation at the incessant encroachments and end- 
less insolencies of the Marhattas, he resolved to avenge the honour 
of the Empire, and to take that task upon himself, as a particular 
business of his own. Full of those high notions, he reviewed his 
troops, (and these were always kept in readiness) augmented 
their number, furnished them with such ammuni^n and such a 
quantity of provisions as^he thought necessary, and joining to 
them a train of artillery, he quitted A8d, his capital, taking with 
him his nephew and son-in-law, Ab81-mans8rp^an, and he 
marched at the head of his army, firmly resplved to. fight the 
Marhattas. With this view, he crossed the Ganga,, and wanted 
likewise to cross the Djumna, in order to give assistance to Radja 
Behdfior, a friend and a dependant of his^ This Radja being . 
besieged in his fortress by an army of Marhattas, had applied to 



Thtf faXSer .tosn^er^ hint 1^ tiiUL' 
^txki xastet-^Se suf^ Hoi i<y Be dismayed, and Be sure nof io give 
iAem aide farthing ; for look,^ I will be with you instantlye 
After writing s6 much, he set out. But as the*Radjas of 
Biifideldund joined the MarhattaSi and both were intent in 
watching the fords of the Djumna, such a passage was become 
difficult, and not to be performed in haste ; and meanwhile the 
Radja, his friend, had received a great defeat, and was reduced 
to the last extremity. At the same time, Malrao, who was one 
of the greatest Generals of Badjirao’s army, having found means 
to cross the Djitmna, and to turn Saadet-qhan’s rear, without his 
suspecting anything of the matter, had fallen at once upon the 
province of At^ya, and was actually burning and sacking every 
thing from the gates of that city to the seat of Moty-bagh, which 
is close to Ecber^-abad wherever he passed he left nothing but 
slaughter, desolation and ashes. From thence he turned towards 
the towns of Saad-abad and DjelHir, and was going to serve them 
in the same manner, when Saadet^qhan, on the 22nd of Zilcaadah, 
of the year 1 149, suddenly appeared iii the Marhatta's rear like 
a storm that threatens destruction from afar, and finding the free- 
booters dispersed, he fell so vigorously upon them, that he never 
ceased killing and slaughtering until he had chased them beyond 
Ytimadrabad, which was at four cosses distance from the field of 
battle. Heaps of dead were to be seen everywhere, and the 
road, for eight miles together, was strewed with corpses. Three 
Generals qf character were taken prisoners, and Malrao himself 
being severely wounded, thought himself happy to make*his escape 
with a few followers. The main of the runaways, having thrown 
away their booty, fled towards the Djumna, and having in their 
hurry and consternation, mistaken one place for another, they 
plunged in to a part of the river that had no ford, where disappear- 
ing in the eddies of annihilation they perished in shoals. Malrao 
with the few that kept pace with him, found with infinite pains 
bis way to BadjirSo’s camp, to whom he presented himself in the 
most dismar condition, for this Generalissimo of the Marhatta 
Empire was then ^ encamped at Cdut£I^, little town inhabited 
hf Seids, close to Gwaliar. Whilst that wretched was flying, 
Saadet-qhah yas pursuing incessantly at the rate of ten cosses 'A 
day and more, until he reached the town of DehoIp8r-bari, wluch! 



ii «t .d^teen cmseel irbin this'^UMk^ ^0 

dvd Chunbul, where he hjad he^rd'Ud^ teSd|itSo ifflti 
with the msun army, and wh^re he intendhd'^ dhi^ 
diat Cteneihlissimo in the same fanner, WhaiS •aSt4e#t(|lilf&o, 
so. soon as he should have done with the remditttr’o^i^i^ruiiaWlya. 
He wished by such a double victory to recover 4^0*^ ^**^*1^*’ 
of the Hindostanies ; but findings after a fr^llhild 'fibiiuif -that 
not one man of that accursed race was to be dhibb^eihjl, h^ re- 
turned to his own camp, where he g^ve two days' t^^tb'hiatraops. 
At the end of that time, he published that every' troio ^ pdr should 
keep himself ready to march with four days’ provi^onS ahd Water, 
and that if anyone should be found in his tent aftorthe hddr of 
departure, his horse would be harastrungf, (264) and hhimelf carried 
in derision round the camp. Meanwhile he ord er ed a nuhiber 
of ox-skins and other leathern vessels to be fED^ with water, 
and a vast quantity of cakes to be baked, to the end that the 
troops m^ht not want for either victual's or water, in the intended 
pursuit. Some light artillery he loaded upon elephants, and a 
quantity of wall-pieces and swivels upon camefs ; and having dis- 
tributed his water and provisions upon his mules, camds, and other 
beasts of burthen, he published that he was resbhred to pursue 
the enemy beyond the Chunbul, and that he would be the first at 
the head of his troops to throw himself into the water, and the 
foremost to g^ve his men an example of courage and perseviSrance. 
Whilst he was setting out on this expeihtioil Which had' now 
engrossed his affection, letters came from f^iSdikdbSlfan. That 
Minister had heard of Saadet-qhan’s bravery and decidve conduct, 
and stung to the quick by a success that refle<£ttid so much - dis- 
honour upon himself, he wanted either to jmh 'tiiat General: and 
share in the honour of the expedition, orby withhtddhig ldnt from 
it, to make him a sharer in his own inaction and disgracm;- ^^th 
these ideas he wrote him several letters, in udddt' **'nnder the most 
" sacred oaths, he assured him that he was settlngf Oht to join him, 
'^and recommended his waiting a little until' proceed 

'* with him on the destruction of those frdabbiiitis^, 'but by all 

(dAf) The Hleiloetaiiy troopen find them^vee 
arms and anooutranients^ but also in hprsei^ and theis 

backwardness to face am fire of artillery iir miisqndtiy. idcUtae is at 



MmAQanfLtN. 

cMted Mm SaAdelo^^kmi» 

jMl mofftpi Ml fMttd himsetf ^fcig>p«tf sheft'il^ 
lii9M» lettmii ^ tile Mieistet^sv end greatly at a toss hovr to act. 
Hewrtiielessk be thong^t proper to suspend his mai)tii« and tlttne 
or four djqw eftert he was joined by QhandSSran who, on Chd' m, u^oar 
ai^roach of tite Marhattas, had been ordered by the Emperor to jf^jP*^**** 
join Saadet 4 |^hon with several other Lords and Commanders. All phandeSmn’* 
tidf while the Veair Camer-eddin-qhan was encamped at thirty jesloo^. 
cosses from tiie c^tat, on the high road of Adjmir ; and Mahmedi* 
^pmn-bangash, wito his body of troops, was also on that side, wait* 
ing tiie arrival of the enemy. On the junction of QhanddSranr 
with Saadet^qhan, six or seven days were spent in visits and ett» 
tertainments, and this delay having been perceived by the Mar« 
battas, they availed themselves of it to recover breath from Saadet> 
qhan's pdrsuit; and turning suddenly his rear, they marched TteMv* 
straight to the capital, which they rightly supposed to be empty of hattas avail 
troops. Hiis they did with so much rapidity, that on the eighth this sapeiise 
of that IQlhidj of that same year, they were at Toghl8c->p8r, under ^^*”*1,^111- 
the command of BadjirSo, Generalissimo of that nation. As that 

* , anoplunder 

town was filled with an immense multitude of Mussulmen and the suburbs of 

Hindoos from the city, who had flocked thither both on a principle 
of devotioni and on parties of pleasure, they were all leisurely 
plundered* An immense booty was made here, and the Mar* 
hattas having passed the night near Qhadja CStSb-eddin’s Monu- 
ment, the next day, which was Arefat(265) day, they plundered 
the street inhalnted by the jewellers, and sacked and burned all 
the shops of that town. About noon they proceeded farther, and 
sacked the town of Palem, from whence the shoals of runaways 
and wounded flying into the city, filled it with dreadful accounts 
of what they had seen and felt ; and the citizens, without further 
inquiry, lost both their courage and senses, filled the city with a 
general uproar, and the whole soon became one continued scene 
of dismay and confusion. The Emperor, hearing of this sudden 
approach of the enemies, ordered the few Lords and troops that 

The Antpt-dqr is elwajs the ninth of the month of ZHUdl, and is so 
oalied beennse the pilgtims at Mecea^feturn that day to that mount to paifbrai the 
saeriQea or Corhan, which always falls on the tenth. The mountaia Itsslf Is so 
eatladj Adam and Hevah, aftir siMne huadrad yean* se p a ia tiwh Wtot agpia 

ott that spot, aM kmw each other. 
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weM about hja persoui to sally fortb^aad to rc|^ll the Mariiaitas^ 
On his order, Emir-qhan, Radja Bahqt-mul, aud Mir<-hasseii-qhan<-^ 
gocal-tash, with Munevver-qhan,r brother to ^Zaafer-qhan, and 
Abdol-Maab8d-qhan, and the Hindoo ShVS-sing, Colonel of the 
corps called Amberies, with many other Commanders, sallied forth, 
and advancing out of the city to an advantageous post near the 
Cazis-sera and the Laal-catra, they extended their ranks, and 
presented battle to the enemy. Mir-hassen-qhan and ShT8-sing, 
who had more courage than either experience or prudence, ad« 
vanced farther, although Emir-qhan who was endowed with both, 
repeatedly sent them word to stop, and to observe that to fight 
the Marhattas at this particular time, so as to part from their main, 
was a step utterly improper. He thought it better that they 
should keep together with the others. But this advice made na 
effect on those two imprudent men ; they would not hear it, and 
continued advancing. The Marhattas at first appeared at a dis* 
tance by one or a few at a time, until they had drawn them farther 
and farther into the plain, and then they all at once fell upon 
them, and with their short spears and long swords commenced 
such a terrible execution as threw the whole into the utmost dis* 
may. A man wounded found means to escape, and running up to 
Emir-qhan, he had the boldness to reproach him with backward- 
ness and neglect. What are you doing here, said he, whilst 
a SSyd and an Imam is cutting down ? Emir-qhan who was a 

man fertile in bon-mots, and of such a turn of mind that for any 
thing in the world he would have not missed an opportunity of 
giving way to « his vein for raillery, heard the message with a 
smile, and even at such a moment he had the sangfr^iil to answer : 

Friend, we are perfectly satisfied with twelve Imams ; if some 
** one has a mind to be a thirteenth and chooses to be cut down> 
we have no objections to it.'' (266} As the people of Hindostan 
have not that skill (267) in the art of fighting on horseback, which 

(906) Emir-qhan, as a pretended Shjra, admitted onlyt waive IittSnis or.'PoatilBs ^ 
descended from Hussein, and according to their tenets, whoever dlouMI adnslhaiijr 
other for an Imam, is a reprobate and deserves death. 

( 267 ) Whether Indians are less skilled than other nations iff' fating on horse- 
back is very much to be doubted; for they have been' fitted* by wature for good^' 
horsemen, and in fact, they prove always so, having much longer ehanks and longer, 
legs In proportion than Europeans and liogbff to. 'Th^h 8 ve^ai^df^fn general,, no ' 
more than from nine to eleven ribs, whereai those nations have them' from ten to. ' 
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leader* Mir^^liasai^&ii^sul, ^whl^the ifew that^ reimdiied^ 
fiSiade hie ^retreat, wounded, and hardly alive; and the runawaya 
despoiled of their arms and horses, crept back evety 
house* Emir^qhan and the other Commanders, after having tanied 
at their post the whole day, on the dusk of the evening returned 
td their tents* . Meanwhile the plundering and sacking of ToghlSc* 
p8r, and the danger which threatened Shah-djehan-abad, having 
been rumouted^abroad, the Lords at the head of the armies in the 
environs of the capital, knowing that the Emperor was left alone, 
and that the Marhattas had suddenly disappeared, hastened to 
Court with the rapidity of so many couriers. The Vezir Camer- 
eddin-qhan who was the nearest of all, being only at thirty cosses* 
arrived the first, and having had on the ninth of Zilhidj a skirmish 
with the Marhattas, he, on the next day, which was the day of the 
sacrifice, encamped in the suburbs of the capital, at which sight 
the Marhattas retired a little farther. Saadet-qhan on his side, 
quitted ^fd^er-abad where he was, and having measured sixty«*five 
cossesdn two days,(a68) he arrived on the evening of the second 
day at Talpat which is close to the city. QhandoSran who had set 
out with him, arrived some time after, and the third day Mahmed* 
qhan-bangash' joined them. As the Marhattas had already felt 
the' weight of the blows dealt out by Saadet-qhan, and they 
had plentifully drank of the water(269) that flowed from his sabre, 
they did not like to see him again, and in such numerous company, 
and being besides heavily loaded with booty, they wheeled round 
and retreated, burning, and sacking, and utterly -destroying in 
their retreat the towns of Rivari and BatSdi ; after which, , they 

twelve end fourteen. Hence the navel with an European is at the middle of his 
body, whereas with an Indian it is four inches higher. Hence there is no groom in 
Hindoatan, who will not jump readily upon his master’s horse, without any stirrup 
or help. Hence the generality of the Indians are so light-footed, that they make 
nothing of following and preceding Englishmen on a full gallop, whether the latter 
be in a coach or on alleet horse. Common servants have been seen who wonld run 
down a harew * 

(s68) About one hundred and fif^ miles. 

(adp) The blades, so much esteemed all over the East, are of a steel that looks 
-waved, and hence such a.aabre if it has those waves very close and short, ia^ called 
Ab-dar or watry ; and the waves themselves are called ab,— water. Hence sO;maiw 
allusions and metaphors quite natural to one, that has seen Pemisn and Hindo* 
stance sabres. 
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marched on to Malva and GSdjera^ copquestSi ruining 

and destroying every thing in their journeyi but, .without tarrying 
anywhere. The result of all those troubles and movements was 
that the Emperor observing that of so many Generals and Lords, 
not one but Saadet-qhan had thought of attacking the Marhattas 
or of pursuing them, and that they had all of them availed them* 
selves of some excuse to remain where they were, without mov* 
ing a foot, he fell into a state of despondence, and concluded 
with his whole council that it would be expedient to put an end 
to all his anxiety by paying them a cAouf or tribute. 

That Prince although completely convinced that Nizam*el* 
mulk was the contriver and director of this incursion, was likewise 
sensible how difficult it would be to punish him for such a conduct ; 
and thinking it better to use policy, he wrote him several letters 
full of kindness, gave him the title of Assefdja,(a7o) raised his 
military grade to eight thousand horse, and flattered his pride so 
much, that the other resolved to come to Court. Leaving therefore 
his second son, Nizam-edddulah-nasr-djung,(27i) for his Deputy 
and Lieutenant in the kingdom of Decan, he set out for the 
capital ; but the rumour of his coming being spread everywhere, 
QhanddSran hurried with all his might the agreement with the 
Marhattas, to prevent his having any concern in the treaty. It 
was stipulated that they would henceforwards approve themselves 
the servants of the Imperial court, and obey His Majesty’s com* 
mands, as well as the directions of his Ministers, without keeping 
up any correspondence with Nizam-eUmulk, or siding with him 
in any manner. This was the purport of the agreement. But the 
Marhatta General perceiving the pusillanimity and cowardice of 
the Grandees at court, and sensible of the want of discernment 
in the Minister, made a treaty with both parties,, and kept fair 
with both the Court and Nizam-el-mulk. The latter being arrived 
at Shah-djehan-abad, on the i6th of the first Reby, in the year 
1150, paid his respects to the Emperor, and about a month after, 
the Qhylaat of the two Governments of Malva and GSdjerat were 
conferred on his eldest son, Ghazi-eddin-qhan, on the dismission of 


(370) The wise Minister that sits Instead of Assef, Minister to SulSiman or 
Solomon. 

(371) N^-djting Is the Prince assassinated In his own camp by some malcon- 
tents supportid by Dupleix, the Governor of Pondicherry. 
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aci|<(l' Badjitlo, On the FViday following) new^ a^ying 
of the decease of Abdol-seme<^qhan« the famous Viceroy of La^or, 
a Qhylaat of consolation waa bestowed on the Vezir Came]> 
eddinrqhan, his brother, and other Qhylaats of condolence were 
sent likewise to that Generars family at Labor, together with a 
particular one to Zekeriah^qhan, his son, who received thereby a 
confirmation of the Governments of Labor and MSltan. At the 
same time Nizam-el-mulk, in obedience to the Emperor’s com^ 
mand, marched out to chastise Badjirao, and he advanced to 
Acbar-abad ; and having fixed as his Deputy in that city, a rela- 
tion of his own, he marched to Malva by crossing the Djumna at 
Acbar-abad, and having passed to Atva, he recrossed that river 
at Calpi, and arrived in the Bundelcund, where he arrested the 
Radja or Prince of the country. From thence he advanced to 
Bhopal, which is a town of the dependency of Malva. Badjirao, 
hearing of his design, came out from the Decan at the head of a 
mighty host, and meeting Nizam-el-mulk on the plains of that 
town, several bloody engagements took place ; but as none of 
them proved decisive, the latter who now received intelligence 
that Nadyr-shah had invaded Hindostan, thinking the Marhattas 
but a small object in comparison, preferred an accommodation 
with Badjir 3 .o, and leaving those enemies behind, he returned to 
the capital with all expedition. 

Troubles and evils of this magnitude were reckoned but 
small objects by a set of traitorous Grandees, who intent only on 
ruining each other, made no account of the consequences, if they 
could but compass their private ends. Nor did they make any 
scruples, when necessary for their purpose, to shed the blood of 
Mussulmen, and to slaughter a whole race of Seyds. Seif-eddin- 
aaly-qhan, one of those noble persons attached to the late Abdol- 
lah-qhan, had, on that Vezir’s defeat, retired upon his paternal 
estate, where he subsisted upon a small revenue afforded by a 
Djaghir of Imperial gift, and a Taallook of land (272) which had 

(272) In order to understand thorou^rhly this affair, the reader must be in- 
formed that a Djaghir is a grant of lands in freehold, or for a quit-rent, or for some 
expected seirice, but in general, revocable at the donor's pleasure ; and a Taallook 
is a spot of land either purchased by the acquirer’s money, or held by him under a 
fix€;d rent or as a copyjtiold, whereas a Zemindaiy is always held in Capite. It is 
often heredltaiy* hut not always. The altemgah is a Djaghir inrevoc^le, and of 
course^ falls within the description of charity-land. 
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been herj^ditary in his family. This slender subsistence. Just 
enough to support life, he shared a number of old, impotent, 
or ruined persons of his family and dependence, and it was Ibis 
small estate that proved an eyesore to Camer-eddin-qhan, and to 
the TSranians, who unable to bear the sight of a S6yd, and cherish- 
ing in their bosoms an enmity to the whole race, were resolved 
to extirpate every relation of Hossein-aaly-qhaft’s. With this 
intention Camer-eddin-qhan appointed one Hushmet-qhan to the 
command of the checlaw or division of Soharen-poor, who had 
orders to take possession of, and confiscate, the lands and estates 
held by Seif-eddin-aaly-qhan and the other persons and depend- 
ants of Hossein-aaly-qhan's family. That wretched being arrived 
on the spot, extended the hand of usurpation and violence on 
the possessions of the Prince of the children of Adam, (273) and 
wanted to deprive Seif-eddin-aaly-qhan and those ' unfortunate 
people of that little which constituted their very subsistence. 
Reduced to the last extremity, and at a loss how to escape 
from the claws of that wretched, they, according to the sentence, 
Despair knows no laws, rose in their own defence, and deprived 
their oppressor of the garment of life. This act of necessity was 
highly resented by the Vezir and his brother, Azim-ollah-qhan ; 
and those men that had put up patiently with Djan-nessar-qhan's 
death, and with a miscreant Gentoo’s taking possession of a 
Mussulman’s consort and family; those men that had made so small 
account of so black a crime, and had so little sense of honbur 
and shame, as to have not thought so much as once how to take 
an adequate revenge for such an enormity ; those very men now 
looked upon such an act of necessity, and the killing of Hushmet- 
qhan by a Seid’s hand, (274) to be a flagitious affront that 

(273) Mohammed — The authcn-’s bi^^otry and narrowness of mind is throughout 
this story exhibited in strange colours, and he all along makes nothing of a private 
man’s raising the standard of rebellion against an established Prince, whom he had 
fought with an armed hand, who had suffered him hitherto to live quietly, and 
whose followers he bad undoubtedly served with resumptions and confiscation, bad 
his party prevailed. 

(374) This notion of the peculiar blessing attending the being killed by a Sfild's 
hand is hardly known in India, but to this day after a lapse of twelve centuries. It 
is so rooted amongst even camel-drivers of Mecca, Medina and Taaf, that the 
meanest of them on beiqg detected in a theft on loading and unloading a traveller* s 
things on their camels, never fails to reprimand him by these very words : What are 
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conceded the honour of Government, and reflected upon Uie un- 
sullied character of its Ministcsrs; and nothing now could expiate 
such an enormity, but spilling the blood of an illustrious Sdid, 
and putting to the sword a whole family of needy.people. The 
expedition was thought of importance enough, to require no less 
an appointment than that of that second Aboosofian,(a75) his 
own brother, Azim-ollah-qhan, who with the remains of the army 
of Damascus, that is, with a body of TSranians under his com- 
mand, and a body of Rohilas under that of Aaly-mahmed-qhan- 
Rohilah, joined some other troops of Ferid-eddin-qhan, and 
Ozmet«ollah-qhan's, both Sheh-zadas of Lucknow, the latter of 
whom was Fodjdar of M8rad-abad on the part of Camer-eddin- 
qhan, and they marched to destroy the nobleman in question, and 
all the Seids of Barr. (276) Those wretches animated by a diabol- 
ical spirit of revenge, being arrived in that country, ranged their 
troops in order of battle ; and Seif-eddin-aaly-qhan on his side 
having put himself at the head of his dependants and kinsmen, 
and the few that chose to stand by him in that critical moment, 
both parties advanced against each other, the injured SSid being 
resolved to defend his- honour, life and property. He was inferior 
in numbers, and destitute of artillery and of some other neces- 
saries ; nevertheless, he drew so much strength from his own 
despair, that he repulsed Azim-ollah-qhan, and made him lose a 
great deal of ground. He was even going to send this wretched 
with his miscreants to their destined seats at the bottom of hell, 
when another army of accursed Rohila Afghans made its appear- 
ance on the Seid's flank, and poured such a Violent fire of 

thou grumbling far f Am J not thy Lord and master ? Any dispute about such a 
pretension would be followed by a blow, and then by a stab. 

(S75) Aboo-sofian, an uncle of Mohammed’s, had always approved himself an 
inveterate enemy to the Prophet, but with the author, a big^oted childish Shya, he 
had another flaw ; he was father to Moaviah, who set at nought Aaly’s pretences to 
the Qhalifat, or supreme dominion, and sent from Damascus, his residence, a 
numerous army to fight him. 

(276) ThcTMussulmen of India divide themselves into four races : Moghuls, or 
white men— strangers and these are called a race of Kings ; Patans, or Afghans, or 
a race of soldiers ; Shehs or a race of learned men, and these last are either con- 
verted Gentoos or descendants from Arabians, as the word Sheh-zadah implies ; 
lastly, SSids or a race sacred, that is, those pretended to be descended from tho 
Prophet ; and in no Other country of the world is the appellation of Sflid so much 
usurped or so much respected. 
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musquetry and rocketSj as made aU those S^HdSj with their Lord 
at their liead, drink of the cup of miartyrdom. After that they 
advanced to Djan-sitah, a town where the unfortunate S€id had. 
taken up his residence, as having been built and peopled by his 
illustrious ancestors, and listening only to the dictates of inso- 
lence and avidity, they plundered and sacked it, throwing them- 
selves on the houses of those unfortunate Seids ; nor were they 
ashamed to lay their prophane hands upon those chaste S^danee 
matrons that had never set a foot on a street, and to expose 
their nakedness(277) to the open air, after having covered their 
heads with the ashes of woe and defilement. That unfortunate 
town became for some days a picture of the Last Day^s desola- 
tion. The cries and lamentations that incessantly came from so 
many impotent people, striped of their all, and the screams that 
rose from those desolate habitations, emptied of their contents, 
found their way as far as the cupola of the seventh Heaven. For 
it is reported by persons worthy of credit, that for several days 
together, after the perpetration of all these enormities, such an 
uncommon redness overspread the horizon morning and evening, 
that it seemed as if the hem of tyrannical heaven had been steep- 
ed in the blood of those unfortunate people, and the eye of the 
day and night had been shedding tears of blood on the fate of 
those afflicted women. These violences exercised upon Seids, 
and the consequent redness of the horizon, gave room to the con- 
jectures of those that were versed in history ; and persons skilled 
in unravelling physical causes, and who, to that knowledge of 
times and phenomena, added an acquaintance with the niceties 
and particulars that are the result of the heavenly bodies, were 
all unanimous in affirming, that this country would infallibly be 
afflicted by some general massacre and a variety of miseries, as 
a punition for the Veziris blind obstinacy, and as a chastisement 
for the violences exercised by that accursed Azim-ollah-qhan on 
the descendants of the Prophet. For they affirmed that such and 
the like calamities had always been portended by such an extra- 
ordinary redness of the sky. 

(277) A Seidanee is a Seid woman. In India Seidanees make It a point never 
to take a second husband, although in other respects they take freedoms enough 
in all conscience. Nevertheless, some of them c:arxy thepoini so faras tosUove 
themselves to death, or to take poison after losing a hudiaiid. 
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By this time Qhandd8ran’|^ power and influence had ri^en 
to a height ; but such a strange perversity had grown up in his 
mind, or he was naturally so vely unfortunate, that whatever he 
took in han(l or contrived, was sure to miscariy, or to be product- 
ive of some mischief, and so soon as he had done any thing, he 
always had reason to repent of it. Such was his treaty with the 
Marhattas, mentioned in the foregoing sheets, and this is to be 
understood as a sample from a quantity, and as a handful from a 
heap. His connivance at the peculation exercised in the article 
of public money sent to Cabul, and his neglect in the guard of 
the narrow passes and defiles of that province are of that number, 
together with the little attention he paid to the complaints of 
the troops appointed to guard those inlets of the mountainous 
province ; nor can it be doubted, but that to such a neglect is' 
owing the mighty calamity which Hindostan sufferec^from Nadyr- 
shah’s invasion. For had he attended to the payment of the 
b^negf^ing destined to guard those difficult passes, and had 

the narrow he taken for the conservation of that province, such other pre- 
pro^ce^ *of cautions as the case required, it is probable that Nadyr-shah 
S^^e^powcr would not have thought of invading Hindostan ; or if he had, 
of Nadyr-shah that he would not have found in his passage those unexpected 
dostan with facilities that so much expedited his march. Nassyr-qhan, the 
Governor of that important province, was a pious man, that spent 
his whole time either in hunting, or in devotions and in reading 
the Coran ; he had never made the least representation to Qhan- 
d58ran on the latter’s withdrawing, as of no purpose, the pension 
of twelve lacks a year, which used to be sent for the guards and 
garrisons of those parts. Hence the valleys and defiles of the 
province were left unguarded both by the Governor, who did not 
mind them, and by the Minister who did not think them of so 
much importance, as to trouble his head with them. Hence the 
guards being ill-paid, abandoned their posts, and the garrisons 
being utterly neglected, invited the invaders ; and the report of the 
Minister's inattention, and of the weakness of Government, being 
rumoured everywhere, every one without fear of control or. 
examen, thought only of cutting for himself without minding any 
consequences. The roads and passes being neglected, every one 
passed and repassed, unobserved ; no intelligence was forwarded 
to Court of what was happening; and neither Emperor nor 
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Ministet^Wer aslced iiiphy no int^ligence of 4h&t kind evor mclied 
their ears. But this neglect waf^ followed by another, still more 
ruinous in its consequence. *1 

It is a singi^r observation that the Princes of •the illustri- 
ous race of iSefi( J 78 } never had the least occasion to apply to 
the Emperors of Hindostan for any service, and on the contrary 
that Emperors of Hindostan, namely, Sultan Babr and Sultam 
H 8 mai 8 n, took refuge in the Courts of the immortal Shah-ismail, 
and of his virtuous son, Shah-tahmasp, (that precious gem worthy 
of a place in paradise) and that they were cherished and assisted 
by those Princes in the recovery of their dominions. Neverthe** 
less, it is certain and notorious that the Emperors of the Sefivian 
race, although noways influenced by necessity, or any views of 
their own, kept by embassies and congratulations, a constant 
intercourse with the Emperors of Hindostan, and thereby ex- 
hibited proofs of their good nature and civility ; and yet so 
uncivil was the Court of Shah-djehan-abad under Mahmed-shah, 
and so inattentive to those marks of amity and friendship, that 
it seemed entirely insensible to them, or even had assumed op- 
posite sentiments. For on the subsiding of the civil wars in the 
Empire of Iran, and on Shah-tahmasp the second’s taking pos- 
session of the throne of his ancestors, and driving from thence 
the Afghan invaders, Mahmed-shah, so far from taking any be- 
coming concern in that event by a congratulation or any other 
mark of attention, on the contrary, had kept a friendly corres- 
pondence with the Afghan Pir-veiss, and had thereby opened a 
door for messages and letters, although Pir-veiss’ s son had never 
made any difficulty of invading MSltan and putting everything to 
fire and sword in that province, during the little time his family 
kept possession of Candahar. It is no less certain that Shah- 
tahmasp, after possessing himself of Ispahan, his capital, and 
destro 3 ring the Afghan power, had sent one of his Lords to the 
Hindostany Court with an account of these events^ and also some 
letters that* insinuated that those ungrateful and perfidious 

(S78) The Sefivian famil/j of which there are several branches now, in India, 
and in Bengal, in the year 1786-87. It is the appellative name of the Imperial 
family that had reigned in Persia about two hundred and fifty years, and has been 
expelled by Tahmasp-cSly-qhan, since called Nadyr-shah. However it is not Sefi, 
but Sheh-halder who founded that family. 
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mountaineers having been chastised according to their deserta atid 
driven out of Iran, had now no {dace left in the world for refuge, 
against the destroying arm of therlranian troops, but the Empire of 
Hindostan, , That it was therefore incumbent upon the prudence 
of the Hindostany Court to refuse admittance to those miscreants 
within their territories. However, neither the letter nor the em- 
bassy were taken notice of, but after a deal of time, and it was 
only to return an ambiguous, frivolous answer by the same am- 
bassador. On the Imperial Prince Abbass-mirja’s mounting the 
throne of Iran, another such embassy and another such request 
was sent from that Court into Hindostan, and this Minister too, 
after a deal of time, was dismissed with such another letter as the 
preceding, a letter full of words that said nothing to the purpose. 
Another envoy came again from the same quarter on Nadyr-shah’s 
being firmly established on the throne, and it 'was a Cuzzul- 
bash(279) of character who brought it ; but the ambassador having 
been plundered by banditties on the road, it was with the utmost 
difficulty, and not but after many entreaties that he obtained from 
them to return him his credentials ; and these proved to be one 
letter for Saadet-qhan, who had now become one of the most 
considerable Lords of Hindostan, and one for Mahmed-shah. With 
all the pains imaginable, he performed his journey to the capital, 
and delivered his message and letters, but without having the 
means of returning home. Nor did Mahmed-shah or any of his 
Ministers much mind his distress. They were wholly absorbed 
in wondering at so many envoys and so many messages sent 
from Iran. But surprised at the same time to hear that Hosseip- 
qhan, the Afghan, had taken possession of Candahar, where he 
got himself crowned, and from whence he made incursions into 
MSltan, a province of Hindostan, they sent for Nizam-el-mulk 
from Decan, with intention to avail themselves, in case of need, 
of the abilities of an old General, who had served with distinction 
under Aoreng-zib the Conqueror, and passed for a wolf that had 
seen much bad weather, was much experienced in the ways of the 
world, and thoroughly apprised of the difference betwixt day and 
night. They kept him at Court, although he wanted to return to 

(379) Ctutmul^betfh sinfiiifies red head, a name given to a body of twelve thousand 
men raised for his guard by the first Shafa-ism^l, and which the Turks are pleased 
to give in derision to the whole nation of Iran or Persia. 
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Decati ; and they were resolved to put his abilities and his ex- 
perience to the test, should any Xntoward emergency come to take 
place ; for about this time Naliyr-shah had advanced as far as 
Candahar, which he besieged, and from thence he had sent again 
Mahmed-qhan the Turkman, with a repetition of his former mes- 
sagei and a complaint upon the former subjects. The envoy being 
arrived at the capital, delivered his letter and message, and was 
desired to wait a little, but with no positive answer, although he 
insisted upon his departure. The Ministers disputed amongst 
themselves, sometimes about the purport of the answer, and some- 
times about what style was to be used, and what title should be 
given to Nadyr-shah. They went so far as to think it a piece of 
good policy to delay the Ambassador’s return, and they waited 
to see whether the Afghan Hussein-qhan, after having ruined 
Nadyr-shah’s forces before Candahar, would not so far weaken 
that Prince, as to reduce him to nothing ; after which there would 
not be any occasion to write an answer at all. Meanwhile the 
siege of Candahar being converted into a long blockade, and 
Mahmed-qhan not making his appearance, Nadyr-shah wrote him 
a letter, and sent it by a few horsemen. The letter inquired about 
the reasons of so much delay, and it recommended diligence, and 
a speedy return, with an answer. But all this did not hasten his 
departure, and he continued to be detained under a variety of 
pretences, without being able to obtain any answer at all. The 
blockade of Candahar drawing to a length, Nadyr-shah ordered a 
town to be built over against it, which he called Nadyr-abad ; and 
from thence the siege was renewed, and assaults given, until at 
last a body of Cuzzel-bashes escaladed the vralls, put the Afghans 
to the sword everywhere, and took the fortress together with 
Hussein-qhan, who was sent to end his days in Mazenderan(28o) 
where he was confined. 

It must be observed, that since the signal defeat given the 
Afghans at Shiraz in Iran, they had led a wandering life without 

(280) A province in the north of Persia or Iran, called Maeenderan from the 
roasy woods with which k was in ancient times overspread, and with which it is to 
this day surrounded ; the word maze having the same signification both in English 
and Persian. Nor is this particular to be doubted of as besides the vrovds father, 
mother, daughter, brother, to tame, to chaw, to stand, to stir, with the words boar, 
bore, burthen, bUl, hog, &c., and above a hundred more, all monosyllables, or at 
most dissyllables, are both English and Persian, 
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King and without Government ; insomuch that most of them, 
hard pressed by their enemies, l^ad spread all over Hindostan, 
where they had turned husbandmbn in some parts, and soldiers 
in others, settling themselves in several provinces of that Empire, 
where they incorporated with the other subjects. Aaly-mahmed* 
qhan, called Rohilla, was one of them. In the battle against S€if- 
eddin-aaly-qhan, he had rendered an important service to Azim- 
ollah-qhan, that had recommended him to the notice, and also to 
the favour, of the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan, who gave him in free 
gift some lands and some Djaghirs dependent on the Qhalissah- 
oflfice. This man, although only an adoptive son to an Afghan, 
being originally a Gentoo Ahir or herdsman, found means to 
approve himself a man of courage and abilities; and having taken 
into his service, and assembled about his person, those herds of 
Afghans that were continually flying from Candahac, he formed 
them into an army, and by their means spread his authority in 
the countries contiguous to his Djaghiry lands, such as An581ah, 
Sumbul, Morad«abad, Bedahon, BerheYly, and some others, of which 
he took possession. From this narrative it will appear that the 
proposal made to Mahmed-shah for shutting the passages of 
CabSl, so as to prevent the Afghans from flocking into India, was 
in fact beyond his power. For the garrisons of those parts having 
been totally neglected, customary remittances in money from the 
Capital suppressed, and the guards of the defiles and difficult 
passes left unpaid and unthought of, whilst the Governor himself 
was contented with residing at Labor ; where was the man that 
would mind those troops of freebooters, and those shoals of Afghan 
banditties, that were continually passing and repassing ; and even 
supposing that any one had such a mind, where was the power to 
enforce a prohibition ? And how probable could it be that a set of 
Ministers, who, with such a man as Nadyr-shah at their elbows, 
for years together, had never minded his motions, should ever 
trouble themselves about other matters of an inferior importance ; 
or that, after having been so careless about Nadyr-shah's views 
and schemes, they should think of the motions of some Afghan 
banditties ? 

To return again to Nadyr-shah. That Prince, after the capture 
of Candahar, ordered that fortress to be ruined, and its inhabi- 
tants to be transported to Nadyr-abad ; and from thence he 
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marched towards Ghaznin and CabSL In his way. thither he sent 
this message to the Cutval of tfle latter place 1(281) Know^ that 
I have no business with Mahmed-shah’s dominious ; but as these 
frontiers are an inexhaustible mine of Afghans, and a number 
** of those runaways have joined him as well as you, I wish only 
to destroy that race of miscreants. Be, therefore, under no con- 
cern or apprehension for yourself, and make every thing ready 
to receive me as your guest.” After this message, he advanced 
and encamped under the very walls of the fortress, on the turrets 
of which the CabSlians, with the Cutval at their head, appeared 
in great numbers, ready to defend themselves, without paying any 
regard to the admonition sent^them. A body of Cuzzel-bashes 
being ordered to escalade the walls and to undermine the forti- 
fications the Burghers, on the first attack, called out for quarter ; 
and quarter being granted, they came out of the gates and sur- 
rendered the fortress, and acknowledged themselves his subjects. 
Intelligence coming at the same time that several bodies of 
Afghans were skulking about in the mountains, troops were sent 
after them, and as many of those mountaineers as could be come 
at, Were put to the sword. No news meanwhile coming from 
Mahmed-qhan-Turkman, the envoy, Nadyr-shah made a choice of 
a certain number of considerable CabSlians, and sent them with 
a message to Mahmed-shah and his Ministers. The envoys mak- 
ing haste, went by Labor to Shah-djehan-abad, where they deliver- 
ed their message, but where none would hear it, or if he did, 
none would comprehend it. It is reported by men of consequence 
and persons of veracity and credit, that whenever these CabSl- 
ians, or any other persons of understanding that came from those 
parts, would open their mouths, and mention any thing of Nadyr- 
shah, QhanddSran turned the whole into ridicule, and used to 
add : That the houses of this Capital had very lofty roofs, (282) 
frotn which the citizens were enabled to see Nadyr-shah and 


(281) That fortress must have been so shocking^Iy negflected as to have had not 
one Military man in it, for the Cutval is, properly speaking, a civil officer, a kind of 
Justice of Peace ; he is the officer of the Police. 

(28a) The houses at Delhi or Shah-djehan-abad are in general built of free 
stone, and the roof which is likewise of stone, being always flat, people sleep there 
for six months In the year, as they do In most parts of India, wherever the houses 
are of brick. See the note 75 of Section 6 th, 
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kis Moghuls from afar. Himself with his friends and favourites 
looked upon this embassy and i^essage of the CabSlians as a 
farce contrived by the Vezir, by Nilam-el-mulk, and by the T8ran- 
ians at court', and especially by Zekeriah-qhan, the Viceroy of 
CabSI, whom they knew to be a relation of the VeziiJs ; and they 
treated with contempt and with raillery those that pretended 
there was no contrivance at all, but that the whole was mere 
matter of fact. In a country where the Prime Minister is actual* 
ly under such an infatuation of mind, and where the intellects of 
those about his person extend no farther, it is curiouS to see hoW 
they will manage to curb the aspiring Grandees, and how they 
shall introduce order and subordination in the affairs of the Em- 
pire ! Nadyr-shah, not tired with the repeated miscarriages of 
his envoys, dispatched from CabSl another man under the escort 
of ten troopers. These being arrived at Djelal-abad no sooner 
alighted at a house, than they were set upon by a mob that 
assembled about them, and were all slain, after having been first 
disarmed. None escaped but the tenth, who found his way back 
to CabSl, where he gave an account of what had passed. Nadyr- 
shah, who had been already full seven months in this province, 
busy in discovering bodies of Afghans, and in putting them to 
the sword, hearing of this affair at Djelal-abad, lost all patience ; 
and marching to that place, he surrounded it on all sides, and 
ordered all the inhabitants to be massacred. It is very strange, 
but true, that many Qhylaats had been sent from Court to reward 
those concerned in the murder of those ten men, and nothing 
prevented their being put on by the perpetrators, but the general 
massacre that followed soon after. It is no less true, that on the 
first intelligence of Nadyr-shah's having entered the province of 
CabSl, QhandoSran and Nizam-el-mulk had been ordered to march 
out and to oppose him ; but they contented themselves with loiter- 
ing their time in the city, after spreading several times the report 
of their marching out : a conduct which they thought to be a 
piece of refined policy, and a political stroke in the art of govern- 
ment. Nadyr-shah having sacked Djelal-abad, marched to Pis- 
havor, in the environs of which place he was encountered by 
Nassyr-qhan, Governor of CabSl, who, having joined to what 
troops he could muster a multitude of Afghans, which he brought < 
together, resolved to make a stand in a certain defile and a narrow 
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valleyi as difficult as that of Qha¥ber,(283) and which he imagin* 
ed to have put beyond insuItsA Nadyr-shah, hearing of his pre* 
parations, sent him this short missage : / inform you that I shall 
be on such a day in such a place, from whence you^ will do well 
to retire, until / am passed. The message produced no effect. 
That very day Nadyr-shah appeared, and having put to the sword 
every one that attempted to stand before him, whether Indian or 
Afghan, Nassyr-qhan himself was wounded, and fell in the hands 
of the Cuzzul-bashes ; but on his informing them who he was, they 
carried him to Nadyr-shah, who in a few days after sent for him 
and honoured him with a Qhylaat. That Prince from Pishavor, 
advanced to the Ateck,(284) which he crossed in boats, and he 
entered the province of MSltan, the capital of which is Labor. 
This unfortunate country exhibited already a scene of confusion 
and massacpe. Several thousands of banditries, availing them- 
selves of the weakness of Government, coalesced into two opposite 
bodies, and these waging war amongst themselves, had put under 
contribution and ruined several of the best districts. On the ap- 
proach of Nadyr-shah, Zekeriah-qhan, proud of the troops he com- 
manded, and of the artillery with which he could support them, 
came out of the city, and having choosen an advantageous post on 
the Ravi, the river that washes that city, he prepared for battle. 
But fools never know anything of either war or peace, but when 
it is at their own expense. Nadyr-shah, on descrying that multi- 
tude of Indians huddled together, spurred his horse into the water, 
and, with the few Cuzzel-bashes that were at hand, he pushed on 
to the opposite side, where he soon put to flight the^ foremost of 
those that seemed the best mounted and skilled ; the rest, seeing 
this havoc, fled with the utmost consternation ; and the Gov- 
ernor joined them, and took shelter within the city, whilst Nadyr- 
shah encamped close to the walls. Zekeriah-qhan, sensible now 
of his error, wrote a supplique to the Monarch to excuse the error 
of his conduct, and to offer a surrender. The offer being accepted, 
he came ouf, paid his respects, and was honoured with a Qhylaat. 

(283) A narrow difficult valley in Arabia, east of Medina, where the Prophet 
suffered much in reducing the Jews that inhabited those parts. Nor are the inhabit- 
ants even to-day free from Judaism, being as fierce as ever. 

(284) Ateck comes from AieenA, to stop ; the Indus being in times of yore tha 
last boundary of I^indostan towards Iran, a mighty river which none was stifiEered 
to cross without a pass from CahBl ; and CabSl signifies consent, I agree. 


Zekeriah- 
qhan, Viceroy 
of Labor, is 
beaten and de- 
feated. 
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From Labor, Nadyr-shah proceeded directly to Shah-djehan*abad, 
from which city Mahmed-shah ha^ likewise set out with his whole 
court and a numerous army. But lie moved on with so much slow- 
ness, that in* two months time he had only advanced to Carnal, a 
town seated at the head of the canal made by Aaly-merdan-qhan, 
and this was just four days journey from the capital. There he 
encamped, and having a numerous artillery, he ordered it to be 
placed round the camp, and the guns to be made fast to each other 
by chains. Nadyr-shah, on his march from Labor, had two or 
three times sent a message to the Indian Emperor, informing him 
of Mahmed-qhan-Turkman’s embassy to his Court, to all which 
messages no answers were given, nor was the Ambassador him- 
self dismissed. He was kept in camp, without any one being able 
to gfuess what might be the intent of such a strange policy. Qhan- 
doSran had long ago wrote to Radja Djehi-sing-sevai.and to some 
other powerful Radjas, on the valour and prowess of whole Radj- 
p8ts that Minister reposed the highest confidence, and whose 
assistance he reckoned as certain ; but it failed him, and every 
Gentoo Prince contented himself with amusing the Minister with 
frivolous pretences, and far-fetched excuses. Every one kept him- 
self at home, and not one of them did move a foot. The Emperor 
and his w’hole Court expected with impatience the arrival of 
Saadet-qhan, and the eye of hope was fixed on the ground he 
was to tread on the highway. What looks strange is, that 
although Nadyr-shah was now so very near, and his army was a 
numerous one, nevertheless not a man, either public or private, 
in the Hindostany army, knew for certain where he might be ; 
and the first intelligence received, was from the grass-cutters, (285) 
and other army men, who going out of camp at about eleven 
in the morning for the purpose of bringing forage and other 
necessaries, had advanced about three or four cosses in the plain, 
where having been set upon by some detached troops of the 
enemy's, they returned wounded to camp, which they filled with 
mighty reports of the heaviness of the blows they Had received, 
and of the prowess of the Moghuls. The camp was in a tumult 

(285) Horses in the field are fed in Hindostan with a kind of quick-set grass, 
which the grooms scrape from the open fields with a proper instrument. This same 
grass is also dried into hay and sold in towns. Several kinds of corn are also add- 
ed in the evening, as barley, and a variety of beans. 
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jh an iiMianty and a general panic seemed to have seized eveiy 
mind^ and eager was every orje to see Saadet-qhan arrive. At 
last news came, that he was at ^and, and on a Wednesday, the 
fifteenth of Zilcaadah, in the year 1x50, Qhando8r|in advanced 
out of camp to meet him, and having embraced him, he brought 
him to the Emperor, who received that General with distinguished 
marks of favour and attention, and ordered him to encamp close 
to QhandoSran’s troops. That General repairing to the spot, was 
waiting for his baggage, when news was brought that his baggage 
had been set upon by some of Nadyr-shah’s light troops, which 
were committing much havoc there. Saadet-qhan alarmed by 
such intelligence, sent QhandoSran notice that he could not help 
going to assist his people, actually engaged with the enemy, and 
he immediately advanced to the spot. Meanwhile this message 
having been imparted by QhandoSran to the Emperor, and by him 
to Nizam-el-mulk, the latter answered : '' That it was already three 
** in the afternoon, by which time Saadet-qhan^s people must be 
spent by the length of their march, and that it was unreasonable, 
** therefore, to fight that day. Let His Majesty,'' added he, “ issue 
his commands to that General to contain his eagerness for a few 
“ hours until tomorrow morning, at which time the army being 
assembled, and in battle array with that numerous artillery in 
** their front, would march up to the enemy, and, under His 
Majesty's auspices, would perform some glorious action." This 
answer of Nizam-el-mulk's having been imparted by a message to 
QhandoSran, the latter ascribed it to some neglect or jealousy in 
Nizam-el-mulk, and he returned for answer : " That Saadet-qhan 

“ was already far off, and must undoubtedly be already engaged 
with the enemy, and that it would be ungenerous, indeed, and 
“ cowardly, to suffer so brave and so faithful a servant to be ex- 
** posed alone to the enemy. Such neglect," said he, “ is very con- 
trary to rule, and highly dishonourable to the service. Let others 
" do as they please, for my part 1 must go, and support Saadet- 
qhan." ^He said, and immediately mounting his elephant, which 
was standing in readiness, he marched forward, being followed 
by his own troops and by some light artillery ; and there remained 
only two or three hours of daylight, when he arrived on the field 
of battle, where he took his post on Saadet-qhan's elbow, at about 
one mile distance from him. Nadyr-shah, on seeing his van 
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engai^edy left part of his army for the g^ard of his campt and 
marching out with the main body^^as far as the field of battlei he 
divided his troops in three parts — ^jj^ept one with himself, and sent 
the two others to engage the two Indian Lords-— when the brave 
Cuzzel-bashes spurring their horses, rushed upon the enemy, and 
fell a wounding, killing, and dismounting, and in a couple of hours, 
they did so much execution,- that the troops of those two Lords 
were thrown into the utmost disorder and fled, especially those of 
QhandoSran’s, w'ho lost the bravest and most illustrious of his com- 
manders. These with Muzfer-qhan, his brother, at their head, set 
out in a body for the regions of eternity. Of this number were 
QhandoSran’s eldest son, Aaly-hamed-qhan, Sheh-zad-khan, Yad- 
gar-qhan, with Mirza-akyl-beg the cuirass-wearer, ( 286 ) and most 
of the men of his corps, as well as Mir-gSlS son to Mir-mushreff, 
and Ratun-chund, son to Ray-qhoshall-chund. Qhan{^58ran him- 
self being severely wounded, and senseless, was carried away by a 
few friends who, on the dusk of the evening, arrived at the army, 
where in consequence of that discipline so conspicuous in the 
camps of the Emperors of Hindostan, they found nothing of 
Qhando 8 ran’s encampment, but an empty waste,- with not even a 
tree to afford shelter to that Minister’s senseless and expiring 
body. The whole including treasure, furniture, tents, equipages, 
horses, and cattle, had been plundered by the Hindostanies and 
his own people. At last a small tent was sent by some person, and 
Qhando 8 ran was stretched at his length upon the ground ; where 
the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan, and Nizam -el-mulk, together with the 
principal eunicchs of His Majesty’s seraglio, came to visit him to 
condole on his misfortune, and to supplicate Heaven for his pre- 
servation. Qhand58ran, who was now come to himself, opened 
his eyes with difficulty, and finding himself going, he said these 
words : “ As to me, my business is done. Indeed, we have done it 
ourselves. Now take care of your own concerns. Let me tell 
you only a few words : Beware of letting the Emperor go to visit 

• 

(286) Cummel si^rnifies in Hindostany coarse blanket ; it also si^^ifies a quilt^ 
ed coat of arms ; and there fwas a body of three thousand men at the Capital, 
accoutred in that £^arb. There are two quiltln^^; one%ith cotton, and one with the 
rejected parts of the cocoons, always thrown away in manufactures of raw silk. This 
last bids defiance to the keenest sabre, and not seldom to the bullet. See the Re- 
mark 82, Section 2nd. 
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^^'Nadjnr-shia.lt, and beware of letlm’g Nadyr-shaK proceed to* the 
city. Better' to avert that calamity fi'omf hence, and to mak^ hiiii 
go back. Procure this by eMery means in your powdr.” The 
two Lords, after hearing these words, and conferring a little 
together, returned to their homes ; arid QhandoSran, on the 
nineteenth of the sanie month departed this life, and repaired to 
the mansions of eternity. 

Meanwhile Saadet-qha!n was still in the field of battle, and Saadet-qhan 
those of hi^ men that had escaped the slaughter had formed Jnto a he”lra^ 
body, and surrounded him on all sides, when the Cuzzel-bashes 
forming a general attack, one of them, who was a young Turk, 
from those about Nishap8r,(287) and of course, a townsman of 
Saadet-qhan’s, having forced his passage, stood intrepidly before 
him, whilst the latter was shooting on all sides with his bow, and 
Having recollected his features he cried out to him : Mahmed* 
aamin, against whom art thou fighting and on what sdldiers 
dost thou reckon ? Art thou mad ? Saying this he fixed his spear 
in the ground, alighted, and making his horse fast to it, he got 
hold of one of the elephant’s ropes, and mounted into th^ 
haodaH,(288) where he presented his poniard to the other’s throat. 
Saadet-qhari, who knew the customs of Iran, made a sign of sub- 
mission, and surrendering to the man, was seized as prisoner by the 
daws of destiny arid carried to Nadyr-shah. That Prince spoke 
a! few words to him, and used him with much kindnesss ; and it 
growing dark, he quitted the field of battle, and retired to his camp. 

Sa^d^t-qhan being now informed of QhandoSran’s death, conceiv- 
ed that this' wks a favourable moment for succeeding to that noble- 
man’s office of Prince of Princes, which he had alw ays kept in 
view, and with that intention he made a merit of his opening a' 
negotiation with Nadyr-shah. That Prince agreed to conclude a 
pdace, and to go back to his dominions, on being paid two corors 

(287) Nishap6or or Nei^shahSr sapores his shruh^ from the rosy shrubs he found 
the ground beset with when he was rebuilding in Qhorassan, a town which had been 
tuiiied by Alexander. There are Afshars in Qhorassan as well as in Ader-b&y-djan, 
a province at the western extremity of Persia. The Afshars are a Turkish tribe, as 
are the Qhadjars in Mazenderan, and the Fehlies, and Zendies, &c., &c., elsewhere. 

(288) The hftodah is the throne or sedan on the elephant. It may admit two 
men, and with difficulty, three. It is made of boards, and often cased with iron or 
brass, and so high, as to cover a man’s breast. The ambary is lower, and with a 
qaiiing, and is for parade only. 
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of rupees ; and it was stipulated, that as soon as Nizam-^el-n^lk 
should come and provide for the payment of that sum, N"adyr- 
shah’s sabre would be returned ilito the scabbard. This good 
piece of news w'as announced in a note from him to the ETmperor, 
and another to Nizam-el-mulk. The Emperor glad of the turn 
which his affairs had taken, at a time when both he ^nd his 
counsellor, Nizam-el-mulk, had hidden their heads within the 
sleeve of trepidation and despair, and were at a loss what party 
to take, immediately dispatched Nizam-el-mulk with full powers 
to conclude. The latter being arrived in Nadyr-shah's camp, was 
introduced to that Prince by Saadet-qhan’s mediation, where he 
promised to pay the two corors ; after which, he returned in high 
spirits to his master, to whom he took care to set in the fairest 
point of view his own abilities and his zealous conduct throughout 
this treaty. The Emperor considering that this negotiation had 
turned out much more favourably than he had reason to expect, 
loaded his counsellor with encomiums and favours, and heard with 
patience his requesting, as his reward, the office of Prince of 
Princes, as well as the Qhylaat of that high dignity. That Monarch 
who hitherto had all along been agitated with fears for both his life 
and crown, thought it incumbent upon him to comply with this 
General's ambitious demand, and to keep him contented. He 
therefore sent immediately for a Qhylaat, and invested him with 
that high office. The next day being the twentieth, that Monarch 
on a note from Nadyr-shah, set out at day-break for the Iranian 
camp, with Nizam-el-mulk's advice and approbation. On his 
approaching, Nasyr-allah-mirza,(289) son to Nadyr-shah, came out 
by that conqueror's order to meet him, and on the young Prince's 
being descried at some distance, Mahmed-shah ordered his Taht- 
revan or moving throne to be set down, and from thence he 
embraced him as a son ; and taking him in his Taht-revan, he 
proceeded to Nadyr-shah's quarters. That conqueror on descrying 
the Indian monarch, got up, advanced to the end of the carpet, 
and embraced him. After which he took him by the hand, carried 
him to his own Mesned or Throne, made him sit together with 
himself, and after having shewn him every mark of honcmr and 
distinction, he dismissed him with the utmost regard. As s06n 


<289) Nasyr-allah-mirca si^fnifies the Royal Prince Nasyr-allah ; hut Miras- 
uasyr-allah would only signify the writer, the man of letters, Nasrallah, Mr. N aarallah 
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as {le had set out for his own camp, news came to Saadet-qhan, 
that he had been supplantediin the dignity of Emir-ul-umrah, and 
that Nizam-et-mulk had been ijivested with it. This piece of hews 
threw him into all the agonies of the most violent passion and 
resentment ; and now listening only to his indignation,^ he waited 
bn Nadyr-shah^ to whom he represented That no one in the 
Hindostany camp had so much power as Nizam -el-mulk, and 
none so much abilities to transact business ; and what so mighty 
** a matter," added he, “ is a sum of two corors, that your Majesty 
" should think of going back for so small a consideration. The tWo 
corors in India arq such a sum, as myself, your slave, can afford, 
" and which I will pay out of my own private purse. But immense 
** riches may be had from the Emperor's camp, from his Palace, 
" from those of his Grandees, and from the bankers and the 
" merchants of the capital, on condition only that you proceed to 
" that city. Nor is it so far off ; only at forty cosses from hence. 

Please to depart immediately." Nadyr-shah's eyes being opened 
by such a speech, and his views enlarged by such a suggestion, 
he wrote a note Nizam-el-mulk, commanding his attendance. The 
latter trusting to the treaty concluded, and to Nadyr-shah's word, 
set out without hesitation. Being introduced to the presence, he 
received orders to come back in the evening, and to bring Mahmed- 
shah with him as to a second interview. Nizam-el-muIk represent- 
ed that such were not the terms of the treaty, but w'as answered : 
" That the treaty was still subsisting. I have," said that PrincOf 
" no designs against Mahmed-shah’s Empire, nor against his life 
" or his honour ; only it is proper that I should sjee him again." 
This order, with Nadyr-shah's pleasure, was transmitted by Nizam- 
el-mulk to his master. That Prince actually under the pressure of 
a set of circumstances which he could not govern, was fain to 
comply ; and taking with him Emir-qhan, and Isaac-qhan, with a 
few pikemen, and some servants and eunuchs, he set out for the 
Iranian camp. Finding that his Lords and Monspbdars(290^ with 
his whola household, were absolutely bent on following him, he 
stopped, and obliged them to go back ; after which he hastened 

(a^o) Military men, enjoying the grades of 250, 500, 1,000, to ten and twelve 
thoueaad horse, with the effectual command sometimes of so many troopers, but 
in general of only one-half of that number ; and sometimes with the effectual com- 
mand 'of so many troopers at two horses and even three horses each. 
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his pace, sitting on his moving throne. fBeing arrived, he was 
desired to alight at a tent that had oeen pitched up for him, and 
a moment after, he received this mjpssage : ** Send for the^veiled 

** ones of your sanctuary, together with your family, and h6usehold 
** and camp, equipage and furniture ; and likewise for your chan- 
“ cellery, and the officers attending the same. Live easy and satis- 
“ fied with us in our camp.*' This message was followed by an 
order sent and published in the Hindostany camp, giving leave to 
every one to remain where he was, or to return to Shah-djehan- 
abad ; and most persons took tlie latter party. Mahmed-shah 
having sent for his family and houshold, and«for his other officers, 
an order was brought by a Nissikh-chy(29i) to Camer-eddin-qhan, 
commanding his attendance ; and the Vezir complied immediately. 
A little before this latter transaction, Saadet-qhan in company with 
Tahmasp the Djelair, an officer who commanded .the corps of 
that name, had set out for the capital with an order from the 
conqueror, and another from Mahmed-shah, enjoining L8tf-oilah- 
qhan-saduc, Deputy-Governor of that city, to open the gates of 
the castle, and to deliver every thing and every office to those two 
Lords. After their departure, Nadyr-shah himself set out with 
Mahmed-shah in his company. As to the Hindostany army most 
of the men, on hearing of their Monarch’s detention, and of the 
Vezir’s departure, took fright and dispersed ; and they were all 
killed or plundered by the Iranian parties that were marauding, 
and many more by the peasants, who rose everywhere upon them. 
Most of them were slain, and those that were spared, were strip- 
ped to their skin. On the eighth of Zilhidj in the year 1159, 
Mahmed-shah entered the city and went to the castle, where 
two days after, Nadyr-shah followed and took up his quarters. 
Mahmed-shah occupied his old apartments attended by all the 
Lords of his Court and all his household, which took up their 
abodes in the places and posts to which they were accustomed. 
On the t^nth of , the month, which was the day of the Corban(29s} 

(291) A Nissikh'Chy is an armed man enforcing an order. Th^e were several 
thousands in Nadyr-shah ’s camp and court ; some say six thousands. They Inllict 
military punishments, and one of their duties is to stand in the rear ci the army, and 
to cut down every one that dares to fly. Their arms are a baUle aste^ a sabre, and 
a bent poniard, called qhandjar. 

(292) The Corban is a sacrifice of at least one sheep, which every .Mussulman 
is on the tenth of Zilhidj obliged to sacrifice with his own hand, in commeR\oratioa 
of Abraham's sacrifice. 
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or S9cniice, the Qhotbah w$k8Teciited(2g3) in the principal mosqoe 
.for Nadyr^shah. And the next day a report spread everywhere 
that he was no more. Some sajd that he had died of a natural 
ideathf and some, as if to cover Mahmed-shah, said that he .had 
been- killed by a Calmac woman. (294) Be that as it will, this 
report which ran throughout the city, filled it in an hour’s time, 
although he was actually full of life in the citadel, and tl^e gates 
of it were open /day and night. Some of his troops were en- 
camped befote those gates, many had taken up their lodgings 
throughout the city, and many had encamped on the strand which 
is betwixt the city and the river. Hardly had this false rumour 
spread throughout the city, than armed bodies of Hindostanies 
made their appearance in the principal streets, putting to the 
sword as.many Cuzzel-bashesas they could lay their hands upon; 
and as the Is^ter, uninformed of the report, and unacquainted with 
the country-language, were rambling about by two or more to- 
gether, without suspecting any harm, they were massacred with 
ease ; and although night came on, and it was expected that the 
tumult would subside, it took new force on the contrary ; and 
thoseseditiou^ without taking a moment of rest, were more eager 
than ever. Nadyr-shah being informed of these matters, ordered 
his men to remain every one where he was, but armed and ready 
to take a revenge, and if attacked to repell force by force. It is 
observable, that of so many Indian Lords lodged or stationed all 
over the city, not one of them took the trouble to move about and 
to appease the tumult. Nay, some of them that had taken from 
Nadyr-shah a number of CuzzeUbashes as safeguards to thejr 
families and houses, suffered them to be massacred in those very ianssetupand 
houses, or massacred them themselves ; insomuch that although in ^^re^ort of 
the engagement at Carnal, there were no more than three men slain 
and twenty wounded in the Iranian army, this tumult cost Nadyr- 
shah more than seven hundred men. The day being now dawn- 
ing, and the sedition raging with greater fury than ever, Nadyr- 
shah mounted his horse, and came out of the citadel with. an 

(293) The Qhotbah is a form of a prayer pronounced every Friday by the 
Minister at the mosque. Amongst other matters, it contains an appreciation for the 
retgqina Prince, and always amounts to an acknowledgment of his sovereignty. 

(294) There are in the seraglio at Delhi, two guards of airmed women. Look 
at tke ‘Remark ipO, Sectioa 2nd. 
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intention to appease it ; but on beholding the slaughter that had 
been made of his people, he ordered a general massacre to be com* 
menced from that very spot ; and ^s bodies of cavalry and infantry 
were departing on that errand, he directed them to leave not a 
soul alive wherever they should discover the body of a murdered 
Cuzzel-bash. In an instant the soldiers getting upon the tops of 
the houses, commenced killing, slaughtering and plundering the 
people's property, and carrying away their wives and daughters. 

inceMed'**orl Numbers of houses were set on fire and ruined. At about noon, 

ders a general when the number of the massacred had exceeded all competition, 

. massacre of , ^ 

the inhabit- a general pardon was proclaimed by Nadyr-shah's order, and the 

city. ^ soldier everywhere sheathed his sabre. In a few days the stench 

arising from so many unburied bodies, which were filling the 
houses and streets, became so excessive, that the air was infected 
throughout the whole city, and the passage barred in many places. 
On information of this, the Cutval received orders to bury the 
dead, and to cleanse and clear the streets. That Magistrate, 
having brought all those bodies together in heaps, surrounded them 
with the beams and rafters of the ruined houses, and setting fire 
to the wood, the whole was consumed, without any distinction of 
Mussulman or infidel. A few days after, l^aadet-qhan died of a 
cancer which seized his foot ; but the two corors of rupees which 
he had promised, were paid by his nephew and Deputy, Ab8l- 
mans8r-qhan, and brought to Nadyr-shahby Sher-djung, who had 
been sent for that purpose with a body of a thousand Cuzzel-bash 
horse. That Prince not content with the treasures and wealth 
found in the Imperial repositories, raised immense contributions 
on the inhabitants. After which, he drew from the seraglio a 
virgin Princess from amongst the descendants of the Emperor 
Shah-djehan, and married her to his younger son, Nasyr-allah- 
mirza, a young Prince who accompanied him in that expedition ; 
and, as he was in haste to return to his dominions, he contented 
himself with severing from the Empire of Hindostan, and adding 
to his own, the whole of the provinces of Sind, and CabSI,, with 
some districts of Pendjab, that had always been set apart for tfie 
pay of the garrisons of CabSl ; but he restored the Empire of 
Hindostan to its owner. On his departure, he received from 
Mahmed-shah a sumptuous entertainment, in which this Prince 
had appointed a number of the Lord& of his Court to perform, each» 
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a particular function. That of Emir-qhan-umdct-ul-mttlk waa ta 
present the coffee. (295) On mining the coffee in presence of th^ 
two moharefas, a sudden though^ started in his mind, that if he 
did not present the first dish to Mahmed-shah, his master and Lord, 
such a' neglect would be construed into a want of zeal and respect, 
and would create suspicions besides ; and if he did, such a pre- 
ference ' might give offence to Nadyr-shah, a Prince sanguinary 
and little scrupulous, and whose resentment no one could incur 
with safety. At last he filled up a dish, and putting it in the 
hands of Mahmed'-shah, he said : Your servant is too inconsider- 
able to put a dish of cojfee in the hands of the King of Kings ; 
let your Majesty, who are my master and his brother ^ present 
it yourself The two monarchs, pleased with the ingenuity of 
his expedient, loaded him with encomiums, and his conduct was 
applauded both by the Hindostanies and the Iranians. And in 
fact, he was a man of an elegant deportment, as well as exceed- 
ingly ingenious, and full of delicate taste in whatever he did. 
After this entertainment, Mahmed-shah being sent for with all 
his Grandees, which were formed into a circle, was presented with 
a Djica(296) by the hands of Nadyr-shah, who gave him also 
many advices and counsels, and returned him his crown of Hindo- 
stan ; and that Prince having likewise decorated with a Qhylaat 
every .one of the Hindostany Grandees, he, on the seventh of 
Sefer, in the year 1152, quitted Shah-djehan-abad, and departed 
for his own dominions. 

After his departure, Mahmed-shah turned his views towards his 
own affairs. He was assisted by the counsels of the Vezir Camer- 
eddin-qhan, by Nizam -el-mulk, and especially by Ishac-qhan, a 

(295) The manner of presenting and drinking coffee being so very different in 
Hindoston, from what it is in Europe, shall be explained in a subsequent note. The 
words made use of by Emir-qhan were more nervous and laconic in a work which 
the translator has seen of his bon-mots. It was these. After having nearly presented 
the dish to Nadyr-shah, he suddenly stopped like one who recollected some mistake, 
and gave it to Mahmed-shah, with this apology : " Let an Emperor do the honours 
of his house to a King ef Kings* I am too inconsiderable for that office.'* 

(196) The Djica is an ornament of gold studded with jewels surmounted by . 
an algret. It is carried on the right side, but vertically. The aigret itself is made 
either of the tail of a bird of Paradise, or of a sheaf of those glass-threads that 
come from Venice, and from England, and Imitate all the hues of the most brilliant 
rainbow. 
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ifoblenfan lafcly come within the circle of administratioif, but who 
by his personal attachment, and by the many important services 
he had rendered in the engagement at Carnal, and throughout the 
whole war with Nadyr-shah, had greatly endeared himself to the 
Emperor. He was made Divan of the Qhalissah or Exchequer- 
office. Emir-qhan was decorated with the title of Umdet-el-mulk 
or the greatest of the State, and the charge of third Paymaster- 
General ; and that of Sedr was bestowed on Azini-ollah-qhan. On 
the twenty-ninth of the same month M8rteza-qhan received the 
Qhylaat of Mir-t8rki, as did Naamet-ollah-qhan, nephew taNizam- 
el-mulk, that of Caraol-beghy. On the eighth of the first Reby, 
the elephant-office was bestowed on Hady-aly-qhan, brother to 
Emir-qhan, in a Qhylaat of six pieces; and Seyd-selabet-qhan, son 
to Saadet-qhan, was made Superintendent of the Ahedian guards, 
as was Emir-qhan himself of the Ala-shahians. The Post-office 
and the Gazette-office were bestowed on the Physician, Maasoom- 
aaly-qhan. On the seventeenth of Shaaban the dignity of Mahi 
or fish was bestowed on Isaac-qhan, as w’ell as on Selabet-qhan ; 
Saad-eddin-qhan, Mir-ateshy, received the office of the registered 
favours. 

After all these promotions, the Emperor turned his thoughts 
towards the management of his own affairs. He had long ago 
harboured suspicions against the zeal and fidelity, not only of 
Camer-eddin-qhan and Nizam-el-mulk, but against all the TSrani-' 
ans in general ; nor had these suspicions received any alteration 
by their conduct all along the troubles of Nadyr-shah’S invasion. 
Resolved, therefore, to weaken their confederacy, he was fearful 
to act openly ; but, as he had given his confidence to Emir-qhan 
and to Isaac-qhan, he wished to hear their opinion about what line 
of conduct he ought to pursue. Emir-qhan who joined a deal 
of courage to the most keen discernment, was for the Emperor’s 
acting openly, and for his dismissing Camer-eddin-qhan from the 
Ministry ; and in his private conferences with the Emperor, hd 
used to tell him, that should His Majesty vouchsafe tb extend the' 
Princely hand of his goodness so as to overshadow the head of 
his faithful servant, and steadily to persist in that resolution, he 
entertained no doubts, but that he might bring , the affairs of the 
Empire under whatever regulation he should think proper. The 
Emperor who now reposed the highest confidence in his zelsd and 
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abilitiesi resolved to dismiss Camer-eddin-qhani and .waited :Oidy 
for the tinie when Nizam -el- mitlk should be gone to his Viceroy- 
alty, of . Decan. Nor was the ^tter less desirous of revisiting 
countries where his authority had suffered from his absence in 
consequence of the troubles and confusion occasioned everywhere 
by Nadyr-shah’s invasion, and in consequence of that spirit of 
insubordination and independence which betrayed itself in the 
behaviour and conduct of his son, Nasyr-djung, whom he had left 
in Decan as his Deputy-General. Fearful of some disorders that 
would overset the tranquillity of those countries, he transferred 
his office of Prince of Princes to his eldest son, Ghazi-eddin-qhan, 
who was also son-in-law to Camer-eddin-qhan, obtained the £m- 
peror^s consent for such a transfer, saw the young Lord invested 
with the Qhylaat of his new office, and then obtained leave to 
depart ; after which he went oiit of the city and took up his abode 
in tents. On his departure the Emperor sent secretly the scrutoire 
of the Vezirship to Emir-qhan ; but this nobleman who was some- 
what sanguine in his temper, having commenced doing some 
open acts, and holding about Camer-eddin-qhan some disagreeable 
discourses, that proved equally unbecoming the dignity and 
station of the one, as well as the eminent rank of the other, - 
the latter, who was soon informed of these new matters, wrote 
to Nizam-el-mulk, who still was encamped in the suburbs, and 
asked what he thought ought to be done in such a conjuncture ? 
The Viceroy answered : That to resist His Majesty's will, or to 

oppose the pleasure of one's master and Lord, was neither 
** proper nor laudable, and that he had nothing more to Mo, than to 
ask His Majesty’s leave, and to come with him in Decan.” On 
this intimation, the Vezir addressed a supplique to the Emperor 
in these terms: ^^Your faithful servant is not conscious of ever 
‘‘ having been guilty, and is far from being guilty now ; but as a 
great alteration seems to have taken place in your Imperial 
mind, possibly on the suggestions of interested men, and your 
faithful servant is not a man to harbour thoughts of ingratitude or 
*^of disobedience, he is going to Decan with Nizam-el-mulk. Let 
your Majesty confer the direction of the public affairs on what- 
ever zealous subject you shall devise.” Camer-eddin-qhan, 
having forwarded this supplique, went to Nizam-el-mulk’s en- 
campment and took up his abode under tents. The Emperor, who 
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had Iktte firmness and resolution in his temper, was surprised 
and confounded at the contents o^ this petition } and sending; for 
both Emir-qhan and Isaac-qban, }ie asked them their opinion on 
the posture of affairs. The former made the same ena^r which 
he had already made some days before, and the E^oiperor said 
nothing, but dismissed that nobleman. (297) After his departure 
he asked Issac-qhan his opinion, and conjured him by everything 
sacred, as he valued his Emperor’s welfare, and Aat of the 
Empire, to say without disguise, and without regard to persons or 
times, whatever he thought advantageous to the public. Issac- 
qhan, who owed his preferment to Emir-qhan, and had promised 
that nobleman that, in whatever circumstances he might chance 
to be, he would never give an advice contrary to his benefactor^a 
opinion, declined answering, and remained silent. The Emperor, 
astonished at his reluctance, urged him with the nrost soothing 
entreaties, and the most sacred oaths. The otiier answered in 
these terms : If I speak according to the dictates of my con- 
science, I commit a breach of a solemn promise, and break a 
serious agreement ; and if I abide by the stipulations of that 
** agreement I become guilty of ingratitude to you, and likewise 
commit a kind of treason with respect to the public. Betterthen 
" to say nothing, and your Majesty shall vouchsafe to hold me 
•^excused.” The Emperor astonished at these words, became 
more eager than ever, and made use of so many entreaties and 
so many sacred oaths, that Issac-qhan, unable to resist any more, 
delivered himself in this manner ; ** Although Emir-qhan is 

^ undoubtedly a man of merit, and a man of courage and counsel, 
** yet he bears, amongst the Grandees of India, a certain character 
** of preferring a bon-mot to any consideration whatever, and of 
acting with an unbecoming airiness of language and behaviour ; 

(297) Thi? dismission, unl^ 9 man in di3gra€e^ is al^rays dona by present- 
ing him with, and putting in his hands, a biri of paao. Tbis biri' of paan is. made 
up of one or two leaves of paan, (which the Europeans are pleased to call Betel or 
Beetle, a word unknown to the natives) and these leaves are elegantly folded up with 
a little €huna er shell-lime, some sliced Catb or Catchd, and a few thin dices 'of 
Sipari^ or which the Europeans are pleased to^aalt: Arec, another word as 

unknown as the Betel. All that iscontained in abit of Ar., Banana leaf, alias 

Plantain, which is as shining and as soft as Satin, and tfils leaf is folded up to the 
form of a Pyramidal Cone, and made fast by a clQve, as by a nail stuck in. Look 
at the note mm 6 , section ioth. 
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th<^ otb^el' hand> thode whoj like your humble servant have 
beeh Introdueed to preferment by his means 9 .n^ owe to liia 
** recommendation the honour of kissing the Imperial thrediold, 
of t^ayihg their respects personally to Majesty, and of reaching 
to thb highest dignities and honours ; those, as well as myself, 
** have not yet acquired any adequate weight in the eyes of the 
Hindoo Radjas, and of the Grandees of Hindostan, or of the 
Lords of the Court. In the eyes of all these powerful people, we 
'^are stilf the men of yesterday, and our station, as well as rank, 
is yet that of yesterday. Those same men look up to Nizam-el- 
mulk and to Camer-eddin-qhan with the highest respect, and 
accustomed long-hand to obey their dictates, and to conform 
** to th^r pleasure, submission is become natural to them, and 
''they think it an honour to be instrumental in putting their com- 
" mandsin execution. To fall out then, with two such Ministers on 
" the bare strength of the abilities of such men as we are, can- 
" not, in the opinion of your servant’s deficient mind, be product- 
" ive of any good« As to the rest^ whatever you shall have 
" determined in your Imperial mind, will undoubtedly prove to be 
" the most advantageous party.” The Emperor at these words 
recovering as from a profound sleep, abandoned his late purpose, 
and resolved to live upon good terms with both Nizam-el-mulk 
and Camer-eddin-qhan. The next day Emir-qhan came to Court 
as usual, and on observing an alteration in the Emperor’s air and 
appearance, he with much surprise asked the reason of that 
change. The Emperor answered : I j^iave reflected on the intend- 
” ed proceeding, and find that to discontent the TSrahian Lords, 

" who are now the main hinge upon which my affairs turn, is not 
" a proper measure ; nor can it redound to my honour. It be- 
” comes, therefore, important to the welfare of this Empire, that 
'' they remain q^^t and satisfied ; and it is incumbent upon you 
"likewise, as value your character of a zealous faithful 

" servant, to abstain henceforward from any thing that may raise 
"dissensions; or give them umbrage.” Emir-qhan thoroughly 
sensible of the great change that had taken place these^two days, 
hastened out of town, and going to Nizam-el-mulk, he made him 
as well as Camer-eddin-qhan every apology in his power, and he 
desired them both to explain their intentions, as he was resolve4 
to act in conformity to their pleasure. Nizam-el-mulk, after 
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having passed many encomiums on Emir-qhani added, that as 
some cooIacss had of late taken place between him and Camer- 
eddin-qhan, he thought it expedient that he (Emir-qhan) should 
repair for Sometime to Ilah-abad, which, after all, added he, is 
your Government and ofGce. Emir-qhan promised to comply with 
their advice, and took his leave from them ; and having likewise 
obtained the Emperor’s consent, he set out of the capital, and en- 
camped in the environs, where having spent some time in provid- 
ing a field-equipage, putting his affairs in order, and appointing 
proper Agents to act for him in his absence, he continued his 
voyage ; whilst Issac-qhan, who remained at Court, acquired the 
highest ascendant over the Emperor’s mind, was held in the high- 
est esteem, and became extremely respected by both Nizam-el- 
mulk and Camer-eddin-qhan. After this departure, there were 
some other changes at Court. Ab 81 -mans 8 r-qhan, son-in-law to 
Saadet-qhan, who had been honoured with the Government of 
A8d, repaired to that capital, and applied himself to all the arts 
that could support and increase the power of his Government. 
Zekeriah-qhan was suffered to remain in his Government of 
Labor and MSltan, in which he had been continued by Nadyr-shah 
himself, and that Governor’s youngest son, who bore a character 
for courage and resolution, and who on his having accompanied 
Nadyr-shah and served him as guide in his expedition against the 
Afghan, N8r-mahomed-qhan-leili, had been honoured by the 
conqueror with the surname of Shah-nevaz-qhani,(298) was suffer- 
ed to continue in Pen djab,* where he seemed to have no business 
but that of quieting the districts bestowed on him, and of enjoying 
their revenues. 

After Nadyr-shah’s departure, the scene that had been dull 
for sometime in the capital as well as in all the provinces, now 
became interesting in Bengal. Shudjah-qhan^ whom we have 
seen Viceroy of Bengal, and Azim-abad, and "Qressa, departed 
this life and repaired to the mansions of divine mercy about the 
time when Nadyr-shah arrived at Shah-djehan-abad. It would 
be difficult to mention all the good qualities of that worthy man, 
and still more difficult to describe even a few of them id this 
book. For there was not a man in his service whom he had not 
essentially obliged by some personal favours, and finding his 
(298) The cherished one of the King’s. 
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disrolutioi^ hand, he made^a present of two month’s ws^es to 
eveiy nobleman, every man. Civil and Military,, and to every 
soldier or trooper in his service^ without excepting the servants of 
his household, or even the women that attended as xrfenial servants 
in his seraglio ; and a few days before his decease he sent to 
ask pardon from every one of them, entreating their forgiveness* 
His benevolence was such, that whoever had once chanced to 
have been of his acquaintance, was sure of receiving some favour, 
and even the old women he had seen at Burhan-poor, the place 
of his nativity, or which he remembered to have heard of, did not 
fail to experience his munificence, every one of them receiving 
a fruitable pension. He was so impartial an observer of justice, 
and a judge of so much benignity, that the poorest suitor was 
sure of being in his presence upon a footing with his very son ; 
and the fearful sparrow, certain of finding in his bosom a shelter 
against the hawk’s pursuit, flew towards him with a perfect re- 
liance on his goodness. So that people acquainted with history, 
thought they lived in No8-shirvan’s reign. (299) He was of so 
beneficent a temper, that whenever any person endowed with 
some little capacity, or even with the air and language of a 
gentleman, appeared in Moorshoodabad, he immediately received 
information of his arrival and of the subject of his coming, and 
he in general waited three or four days until he heard of the 
man’s having some friend in his capital, upon whose application, 
he always granted the whole or part of the stranger’s demand ; 
else, if he observed that the man had neither acquaintances nor 
friends, he assembled his Court, and after having mentioned the 
man’s arrival and his errand, he would observe : “ That to all ap- 

pearance not one man of the company knew any thing of the 


(299) N 58 -shirvan or rather AnSb-shirvan, one of the last kin^fs of Persia of 
the Sassanian rai^. He reigned forty-four-years, and proved one of the worthiest 
men that ever existed. The Prophet was born in his reign, and he even wrote him 
a letter, which the latter tore to pieces, passing upon him at the same time, as well 
as upon all the Arabs in general, those sarcasms in four lines to be seen in the 
Shah-nameh. Th^ are so curious that the reader will forgive his being reminded 
of them. 

“ From feeding upon camel’s milk and upon mice and snakes. 

Matters are so much altered with this Arabian fellow. 

That he casts a wishful eye upon the Throne of Kings. 

Spittle be upon thy face, thou Arabiain 1 upon thy face be spittle.’* 
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stranger; otherwise/^ added lie/'I^suppose I sliould have receiv^ 

some application on his behalf already/' After these feW words 
he would pause a little to give tiiae to some one present to takd 
shame to himSselfi and to apply, in which case he always gave h 
favourable answer ; else, he sent to enquire of the man himself, 
and to inform him that, since he had come from so far, he ought 
to have given him some notice of his circumstances/ and also have 
paid him a visit. After this he sent him underhand a supply of 
money. Nor was any of his servants daring enough to impose 
upon him in these matters ; nor was such a custom in his house- 
hold, as has taken so deep a root(3oo) and is practised every- 
where and upon all occasions. I mean that the servants or chop- 
dars, on carr3ring a thing from their masters to any one, should 
plague him for a gratuity, and in case of refusal, should very 
cavalierly right themselves : a vile practice which from becoming 
natural to such low-minded people, has spread amongst some 
others of the better sort, who are not ashamed to imitate them. 
Such exactions, if at any time put in practice, never failed to come 
to his knowledge, and the guilty was sure of being dismissed 
the service ; whilst the informer received a further bounty. Hence 
such shameful practices were unknown in his household and 
Government. It is true that the people of his household itself 
were so generously used, that they never cast the eye of covetous- 
ness upon what was bestowed on others, and that living con- 
tented and in ease, they were little inclined to descend to sup- 
plications. Sometimes having got information of the stranger's 
necessities, he used to send for him, and if he perceived that 
he intended to take service with him, he admitted him with 
condescension and honour ; and on his going home, he would 
immediately send him a sum of money with an apology in these 
few words : ** In so very cheap a country as this, even so small 

a matter may suffice ; but God, in case of need, can do a great 
deal more for you.” To every one of the persons in his service, 
whom he knew personally, he used to send Qhoans or trays full 

(300) The author seems to glance at the menial senraata of the Hie 

best paid, and best rewarded servants upon earth, and yet through the carelessndfS 
of their masters, the most importunate and the most ^tameless cWaoCosa itf India. But, 
however, had he seen those of Asef-edd 5 ulab’s, he would have foaiid them noways 
inferior to the most begging servants of the English ; aad ate probably so 
many copies evecywhete equal to thdr .originals. 
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of a v^iotjr Ticiuals*-Hp 9 Plne every dayj, to e^ers 

every other dbyi. and to some iwice a week— *ahd whoever had 
once been cxmiplimented with such a piece of liberalityi, Was cer« 
tain, of it for ever; nor isthe^e an instan<;e of its having; ever 
been discontinued so much as once. Of all the persons personal^ 
ly known to him, whether gentlemen or others, he kept a notie 
in a certain memorandum-boc^c of his^ made up of ivory-leaves,, 
and it was his custom every night on his going to bed, to peruse 
it and to set down under some names suck a sum of money, as» 
he thought proper (and this was sometimes^ a large one) ; after 
which he sent for a Zemindar dilatory in his rents, or for hia 
Agent, and he informed hin> that having appointed such an otue 
to be Sezavul or enforcer of payment over him, he wished that 
such a sum m%ht be his perquisite. This request was always 
complied with, and often with some addition from the Zemindar 
hiniself, wh*a made it a point of honour to oblige a person so re-* 
commended. After- sometime he always asked the Sezavul about 
what reception he had met with, and on a fair confession of his 
benefits, he used to hold the man in esteem and to increase bis 
inclination to him ; else, if he prevaricated, or concealed any dxmg, 
he from that, moment ceased to repose any confidence in him. 
After having in this manner promoted the benefit of a certain 
number of persons, he effaced their names, and noted down 
another set ; and this sacred practice of his he kept on foot dur- 
ing the whole course of his life. May God^s forgiveness rest upon 
him, and may His goodness assign him a place amongst his elects ! 
Amen. 

That excellent man, after hts decease, was succeeded by 
his son, Ala-eddd81ah-ser-efraz-qhan.(30i), who mounted the 
Mesned( 302 ) and took possession of the three SSbahs ; and it 


(301) Ala-eddOuIah is a title, and signifies the sublime of the Empfre. Ser^ 
efraa-qhan is also a title, and signifies the Lord urith the sublime head or erect 
head. 

(302) So’ often has this word been mentioned, that it becomes neoessaiy'tto 
explain it. In the most honourable place of the hall is spread a small carpet, about 
six feet fn length, by four in breadth. Over this is a quilted covering of one inch 
in thickness, and over that, a r^h one, either embroidered or of brocade, fringed. The 
man is sitting upon this, with his back leaning on a veiy large thick pniow whitlk 
is long and round, and very rich likewise, with two couples of small cushions on each 
side of him, at about his knees ; he has before him, but a little to the left> »8ak»re 
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was he that received Nadyr-shah’s letter which had been originally ^ 
written to Shudjah-qhan. ^ But Aaly-verdy-qhan who had been 
promoted to the Deputyship of Azim-abad by the latter, and did 
not much trust his son, whilst he^saw distinctly the distractions 
that would follow in the Empire after Nadyr-shah's departure, paid 
little deference to his new master, being entirely engrossed by the 
thoughts of securing himself in his office. And with that view he 
was actually encamped on the frontiers of his new Government, 
not that he had much to fear from the new Viceroy of the three 
provinces. This proved to be only a pious man addicted to the 
practices of devotion, and extremely regular in his stated prayers. . 

He is sue- fasted three full months besides the blessed month of the 

ceeded by his Ramazan, and was scrupulous in the discharge of the several 

son Ser-efraz- ”, 

qhan. duties prescribed throughout the year ; but at the same time he. 

proved greatly deficient in that keenness of discernment, and 
that extent of mind, so indespensably necessary in a Sovereign 
Prince. His soul wholly engrossed by those little practices of 
religion, did not pay a sufficient attention to the affairs of State, 
and did not reach to those niceties and those qualifications so 
necessary in a man of his station and rank. It is true, he did 
not offer any injury to the Ray-rayan, Alum-chund, Divan to his 
father ; nor did he molest either Djagat-seat or Hadji Ahmed, 
two men of great abilities and influence, who with the Ray-rayan 
had had the absolute direction of affairs in the late administration ; 
but he had resigned his heart and the helm of Government into the 
hands of some men who had personal wrongs to revenge. These 
were Hadji L8tf-811ah, and Merdan-aaly-qhan, and Mir-m8rteza, 
and some others, who incensed from long-hand against Hadji 
Ahmed, depreciated him everywhere, and teased him with taunt- 
ing expressions that would have exasperated (303) any man. 

in a velvet scabbard, and a Cattari or some other poniard at his right. Close before 
him there is sometimes a cambric handkerchief, folded up square, with a small 
knife used as a penknife, to rip open letters occasionally presented. Not seldom 
there is upon the Mesned a Pan-dan or vessel containing Betel, ready-made, and 
a handkerchief. 

(303) Hadji Ahmed eternally intent on finding out new beauties for his master, 
Shudjah-qhan, who, it is a fact, could not live four hburs without some woman or 
other, had attempted the families of those noblemen, who always spoke of him with 
contempt, whilst Ser-efraz-qhan himself hardly had any other name for him but 
the female of CBtni, the Bawd, the Procuris. 
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These iticensed noblemen, intent on saving vent to their enmity 
and hatred against Hadji Ahmed, were%very day busy in drawing 
his portrait in the most odious^ colours, and they went so far as 
to have produced in Ser-efraz-qhan’s mind a total* alteration on 
his account. This Prince took from him the seat of the Divan- 
ship, an office which the Hadji had enjoyed ever since Shudjah* 
qhan's accession, and he bestowed it on Mir-mSrteza. He wanted 
also to deprive Ata-ollah-qhan, son-in-law to the Hadji, of the 
Fodjdary of Rajmahl, in order to give it to his own son-in-law, 
Hassen-mahmed-qhan. Hadji Ahmed intimidated by the influence 
of his numerous enemies, and finding himself aimed at on all possessed by 
sides, used to write every thing to his brother, Aaly-verdy-qhan, 
and always ivith such exaggerations as magnified every unity into 
a thousand ; and as he had already formed his design, he, under 
the cloak of zeal and attachment, persuaded the new Viceroy to 
disband great part of his forces, and to contract his expenses : an 
advice which the other had the weakness to accept ; whilst at the 
same time through a natural indolence, and probably out of mis- 
trust and fear, he listened to the counsel given him by Manocher- 
qhan, who proposed to arrest and confine Hadji Ahmed's two 
sons, namely, Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, who was coming from Azim- 
abad, and S€yd-ahmed-qhan, who was arrived from his Fodjdary 
of Rungpore. But what strongly characterises the Viceroy's 
inconsistency of mind is that, after having listened to such an 
advice, he had the weakness to disclose it himself to Hadji Ahmed, 
and to pretend to make a merit of this confidence, in order to dispel 
the old man’s apprehensions, and to regain his heart. Butthere was 
another strange absurdity in his management. After making such 
a confidence, he affronted him again in the most glaring manner. 

Hearing that Ata-ollah-qhan’s daughter, that is, Hadji Ahmed's 
grand-daughter, had been betrothed to Mirza-mehmed,(304) 

(304) Since called Seradj^eddoulak^ or the Taper of the Empire, elder son to 
Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan. The word Hadji, as a title of honour and respect, is always 
annexed to the names of those that have made the pilgrimage of Mecca, but never 
to the names of those that have only visited Medina, where the Messenger is en- 
tombed, or any holy place. Men coming from Mecca let grow their beards, and 
are reputed to have shaken off their past vicious habits, and to l^ve assumed a new 
way of life ; nor are all the rites used in that pilgrimage, and especially that of 
stripping themselves to the skin, and putting one's self for three or many more days 
in an Ehram, which after all is a winding sheet, and their abstaining as much as 
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grandson to the latter^ who had bee|[i adopted by Aaly-verdy-qhani 
he wanted to break the compact, and to marry the young bride to 
his own son ; and not content with forming himself in his court 
a party against his own interests, he contrived to procure it 
strength and support. He set on foot an inquiry into the manage- 
ment of the public money at Azim-abad, and he recalled the troops 
that had been given by his father to Aaly-verdy-qhan, and which 
these many years had conceived an attachment for the latter ; 
and on their seeming to hesitate about coming back, he set up a 
resumption of all the grants and favours which Shudjah-qhan had 
bestowed on them, and took care to discontent them thoroughly. 
All these matters were minutely recorded by Hadji Ahmed, and 
carefully transmitted to his brother, Aaly-verdy-qhan, with the 
usual exaggerations and additions of his own ; and to g^ve more 
credit to his assertions, he used to superadd the sanction of Seyd- 
ahmed-qhan’s testimony and seal, who on that occasion submitted 
to the weight of paternal injunction. It was after such proceed- 
ings as these, that Ser-efraz-qhan expected to gain the hearts of 
Hadji Ahmed and of his sons. 

A strange policy indeed, and a strange plan of an impracticable design.’* 

Aaly-verdy-qhan, thoroughly informed of these manoeuvres, 
and sensible that his affairs had come to such a pass as hardly to 
be susceptible of any mending by the arts of dissimulation and 
forbearance, resolved to avail himself of his acquaintance and old 
connections with his friend, Issac-qhan, a nobleman who was now 
in complete ^possession of the Emperor's ear ; and he wrote him 
a secret letter, in which he requested to have the patents of the 
three provinces transferred to himself, under promise of sending 
to Court a present of a coror of rupees, over and above the con- 
fiscation of Ser-efraz-qhan's wealth and estate, and over and 
above the yearly usual tribute of a coror. To this he added 
another request. He wanted an Imperial order directed to himself, 
with injunctions to fight Ser-efraz-qhan, and to recover the three 

possible from all actions appertaining to a living body, intended to conv^ any 
other idea but that of a man now dead to a former life, who raises to live a more 
V irtuous one. Th^ very length of the voyage, and the strangeness of the rites seem 
evidently calculated to wean a man from his accustomed habits. On the other hand, 
s uch extensive charities are imposed, and such a rigorous self-denial is required, 
that a man after such a voyage seems to have become another person. 
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provinces from his hands, ^ter having dispatched these two 
letters, he published that he had intentions of marching against 
the Zemindars of BodjpSr, a^set of men famous in those parts 
both for their number and depredations, as well as* for their re- 
fractory temper ; and under that pretence he mustered and com- 
pleted his troops which he always kept in constant readiness. 
At the same time he had the finesse of giving to Ser-efraz-qhan 
public notice of that pretended design of his, and meanwhile he 
stood up ready to avail himself of the first opportunity that should 
offer to promote his real views. At last, ten months after Nadyr- 
shah’s departure for Iran, and just thirteen months after Shudjab- 
qhan’s decease, he received the Imperial command, drawn up in 
the style he had requested ; and being now resolved on marching 
against Ser-efraz-qhan, he had procured the day of his departure 
to be fixed by an eminent astrologer, on whose predictions he 
reposed an unlimited confidence. Meanwhile he laid such ob- 
structions on the roads, that no traveller could advance towards 
Moorshoodabad, and he secretly wrote to the Djagat-seat,(305) 
Feteh-chund, his friend, that by such a day he would commence 
his march. The letter was dispatched by a trusty man who had 
orders to deliver it on such a day which was pointed out to him. 
All things being thus prepared Aaly-verdy-qhan, on the latter 
end of Zilhidj, in the year 1 15a, set out on his expedition to Bodj- 
p8r, and he encamped about Varis-qhan's reservoir, which is at 
some distance from the city of Azim-abad. On his departure, he 
appointed for his Deputy and Lieutenant, Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, 
his youngest nephew and son-in-law, and he sent Sfeyd-hedaiet- 
aaly-qhan-Assed-pdjung, the poorman's father, (306) to command 
in the districts of Seress and Cootombah, where the people were 
from a long time accustomed to respect his orders. Two days 
after that nobleman's departure, he wrote him a short notet 

(J05) It appears by this passag^e that the words Dja^^at-seat, which were thought 
to be a proper name, are a title, and we know that the word seaf signifies, in GSdje- 
rat, the place of ^eteh-chund’s nativity, a merchant and a banker. 

(306) Assed-djuhg, the Lion-in- war, was the title of Gholam-hussc^n-qhan, our 
author’s father. The words, f As poor man, in a polite style signifies myself or any 
thing belonging to me, and such expressions of humility are common and in great 
number ; but they must not be confounded with the words, the last of men, or the 
lowest of ntea. For none but Sovereign Princes, or men of the highest rank, writing 
to persons of rank, have a right to speak so humbly of themselves. 
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informing him that, having taken the resolution of marching to 
Moorshoodabad, he recommended both him and Zin-eddin-ahmed- 
qhan to the Almighty God, anc) I hope, added he, *'that you 
shall manage so, as to live always upon good terms with him, 
** and that you shall act as emergencies require/' The eve of 
his departure, he gave orders to assemble all the principal officers 
of his army, whether Mussulmen or Hindoos; and on seeing them 
together in large numbers, he produced two men in the middle 
of the assembly — one a venerable Mussulman of a known piety, 
with the glorious word of God in his hand, and the other, a Brah- 
min, who held a vase full of Gang^-water in his right and a twig 
of T81sy or black-Rehihan in the other, ( 307 ) these two emblems 
being held in the highest veneration by men of that persuation, 
and the most sacred oaths being always taken on them* After 
a moment of silence, he requested the Mussulmen to swear by 
the glorious Coran, and the Gentoos to lay their hands on those 
emblems, and then he addressed the assembly in these words : 

I am now going to fight my personal enemies, and as / know 
** you for my old companions, on whose hands / must trust, and 
from whose valour I must expect success, I request that, if you 
intend to stand by me and to follow my fortunes, you please 
** every one of you, to take the most solemn oath that you shall 
not abandon me whether I rush into the water or into the fire, 
whether my adversary be an Afrasiab or a jRoostem.{2o8) 
** Swear then, that you shall be friends to my friends, and 
'' enemies to my enemies ; and that be my fate what it will, you 
shall stand by me inviolably with your lives and fortunes.** 
Such an unexpected speech produced its full effect. Those old 
warriors who had been bred in his camp and were long ago attach- 
ed to him as having received numberless favours at his hands. 


(307) There are several. kinds of TSlsy. That mentioned here is a shrub three 
feet hi^rh, with longish leaves of a dirty green above, and of deep purple underneath. 
It is a shrub of the family of Balsams or BasiliscusHes, and exceedingly fragrant. 

(308) Afrasiab, a famous Turkish Conqeror in the ancient Plersian History, who 
reigned in Persia, after having conquered it. Raostem, and also RuHun, is a famous 
Prince of Persian extraction, with blue eyes, a red beard# and flaxen h^dr, who 
reigned in Sabulstan, an eastern province of ancient Iran or Persia. The word 
Afrasi~ab, signifying the man of the other side of the water, is Persian, and must be 
an appellative given by the Persians to their Conqueror, ' who was a Turk or 
Scythian, and of course, must have borne some Turkish name. 
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soon gave the example of ta|cing a solemn oath, and of contraet« 
ing the most solemn engagement. All of them swore, the MuSsul- 
men, by carrying the glorious^ word of God to their foreheads and 
eyes, and the Gentoos, by touching the Brahman*a feet, and the 
twig of TSIsy, and then drinking of the Ganga-water. They all 
joined in prayers for his prosperity, and with one voice, they 
promised to follow him, whithersoever he would lead. All this 
was done by the old officers who were already fashioned to his 
mind, and attached to his person ; and their example was followed 
without hesitation by the new ones. Aaly-verdy-qhan being now 
satisfied as to that important article, disclosed to them the secret 
of his expedition, and he informed them that, ** forced by the 
injuries offered to himself, to his brother, and to every individual 
in their families, he was marching against their oppressor, Ser- 
efraz-qhaiif rosolved to put an end to that tyranny.'' These words 
startled some of them ; but as they had taken an unconditional 
oath, and they were now too far engaged, they saw that there 
remained no other party for them, but that of abiding by their 
engagement, and of following his fortunes. It being already night, 
the assembly was dismissed, and the next morning, being the 
favourable day, he at day-break turned eastwards, and resolutely 
marched towards Moorshoodabad. He had a numerous well- 
appointed army of old troops, and a good artilleiy furnished with 
every necessary for action. By continual marches, without halting 
anywhere, he soon arrived at Shah-abad, which town has a forti- 
fication that shuts up the passage entirely from the hill to the 
bank of the Ganga. There he concealed his arm/ in a valley of 
the neighbourhood, and pitching upon Mustapha-qhan the Afghan, 
an officer of approved zeal, and tried courage and conduct, he 
gave him a hundred horse, and put in his hands an order and 
pass of Ser-efraz-qhan's, originally destined for another com- 
mander, but which Aaly-verdy-qhan had found means to inter- 
cept. That officer had orders to advance in presenting his pass 
to the garrison, which being only of a couple hundred Musquet- 
eers, were not upon their guard, and he was then to turn about 
and to overpower them, so as to render himself master of the 
passage. After which success, he was to strike up his Nagara, as 
^ a signal for the army to advance. Mustapha-qhan, advancing 
with his small troop within the valley, was hailed from the walls 
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according to the custom, asked who^he was, and what for he camct 
and ordered to stand still. The officer sent one of his men with 
the pass and the written order, wlych being perused by a writer, 
the latter ordered the gate to be set open, and the troop to be 
admitted. Mustapha-qhan marched in, and ordered his Nagara 
or kettle-drum to strike up, to which signal were added some 
shouts by his people. This signal being soon understood by the 
vanguard, concealed behind the hill, they marched round, and 
suddenly made their appearance, advancing in battle array with 
ensigns displayed, and music playing. The garrison alarmed 
at such a sight, shut up the gate, and wanted to stand upon their 
defence, when Mustapha-qhan called out to them that, if they made 
the least motion, he would fall upon them directly and put them 
to 3word. This threat having intimidated them, they all stood 
motionless, and suffered Mustapha qhan^s people to s^t open the 
gate. After which, the troops of the vanguard passed without 
difficulty, took possession of all the posts, and this being the day in 
which the man entrusted with the letter to Djagat-seat, had re- 
ceived orders to present it, the latter on perusing the contents, and 
comparing the dates, concluded that Aaly-verdy-qhan, his friend, 
must be by this time on this side of the pass of Taliagary ; and 
that in four or five days more he would be in the territory of 
Moorshoodabad. With an air seemingly alarmed, he immediate- 
ly mounted, and with much consternation in his features, he 
presented to Ser-efraz-qhan the letter which he had just received 
from Aaly-verdy-qhan, whom he suspected, said he, to be now 
at Radjemahl*, at the same time he produced another letter from 
Aaly-verdy-qhan to that Prince himself. The purport was this : 

Since, after the many affronts received by my brother, Hadji 
** Ahmed, attempts have been made upon the honour and chastity 
** of our family, your servant in order to save that family from 
'' further disgrace, has been obliged to come so far, but with no 
'' other sentiments than those of fidelity and submission. Your 
** servant hopes, therefore, that Hadji Ahmed shall receive leave 
** to come to me with his family and dependants.*’ Ser-efraz- 
Qhan, surprised and confounded at the intelligence, vented his 
resentment in fruitless reproaches, and then called a general 
assembly of his Ministers and general officers, where Hadji^ 
Ahmed having been likeiyise sent for, the hall of .public audience 
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was set open,— *-and he gave ^Hadji Ahmed a severe reprimand, 
mixed with threats. The latter sensible of his danger, assumed 
a soothing tone of voice, ai^ in his endeavours to pacify him, 
he advanced so far, as to promise that the moment he would be 
in camp, he would engage Aaly-verdy-qhan to return to his Gov- 
ernment. This proposal was variously received by the assembly ; 
some objecting to Hadji Ahmed’s being dismissed to his brother’s 
camp, and some thinking that he ought to be trusted, and his 
promise put to the test. The matter remaining in suspense, 
Mahmed-gh6uss-qhan, an officer of character and reputation, who 
had been these many years attached to Shudjah-qhan, and thought 
he owed the same attachment to Ser-efraz-qhan, his son, opened 
an opinion that differed from them all. That officer prided in his 
sentiments of fidelity, as much as upon his personal prowess. ^ 1 

do not se^,” said he, ‘‘ raising his voice, what benefit can result 
** from confining and imprisoning this old man ; nor is it at all 
“ probable that Aaly-verdy-qhan, on his brother’s being arrested, 
** shall discontinue his operations, or alter his mind. It becomes 
then a matter of small moment, whether Hadji Ahmed be dis- 
missed with full leave to repair to his brother or not. If he 
proves as good as his word, it is very well ; if he does not, I 
do not see what harm he has done us thereby. If we are ready 
** and willing to encounter Aaly-verdy-qhan in the field, we little 
** care whether he is joined by his brother or not. Hadji Ahmed 
** is but a single individual, and nothing more. By his being in 
** his brother’s camp, I do not see he can either add to, or detract 
anything from, the enemy's strength.” Mahmed-^h6uss-qhan’s 
opinion having been unanimously approved, Hadji Ahmed re- 
ceived his dismission, and he instantly set out for his brother’s 
camp. Whilst on his march thither he repeatedly wrote, and 
he insinuated by the means of his friends, that Mahmed-aaly- 
verdy-qhan (for such was his style) was in his heart as faithful 
and as zealous a servant, as ever. Let not my master think of 
** marching with arms in his hands against a servant powerful, 
but full of sentiments of attachment and respect. Let not your 
Highness be at the trouble of moving from your palace. For he 
wants only to enjoy the honour of kissing your Princely thresh- 
old, that he may have an opportunity of explaining his 
** complaints, of preferring his supplications, and of approving 
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himself a respectful, dutiful servant This is his only aim. But 
should your Highness, at the instigation of some interested men, 
** despise the counsel offered by me, your servant, and march out 
against him, I fear the man in his despair, and in the necessity 
of securing his life and his honour, will venture upon some 
steps that will prove his shame both in this world and in the 
other.’* 

As very little effect was expected from dismissing Hadji 
Ahmed, there arose in the assembly a variety of opinions about 
the expediency of marching out, or of not marching, against the 
enemies. It was at last resolved to march out, and by the exer- 
tions of Merdan-aaly-qhan, who was greatly incensed both against 
Hadji Ahmed and Aaly-verdy-qhan, the army, with Ser-efraz- 
qhan at its head, marched out, and in three or four days arrived 
at Comrah. It was the twenty-second of Muharrem, in the year 
1153 of the Hedjrah. At that town it halted a little, it being 
necessary to hear the report brought by two persons of note which 
had been sent by Ser-efraiz-qhan to examine Aaly-verdy-qhan’s 
views and designs. These were Sunnet, an eunuch, and Shudjah- 
cooly-qhan, a Fodjdar of Hoogly. They were on their return 
from the enemy’s camp, and had brought with them another 
Deputy, who came on the part of Aaly-verdy-qhan himself ; and 
this was the Physician Mahmed-aaly-qhan. Their report amount- 
ed to this. That he was still a submissive, dutiful servant, and to 
this testimony they added this message, as from hfs own mouth : 
** When people of Princely, generous dispositions vouchsafe to 
’’ raise any One to high stations and dignities, they look upon 
‘‘him, from that moment, to be their pupil and ward, and think it 
“incumbent upon themselves to take care of his honour and 
“ character in the eyes of the world. Now it is notorious that I, 
“ your dutiful servant, owe my well-being to your illustrious family, 
“ which vouchsafed to raise me from the humility of dust to the 
“ splendour of high preferment (an obligation which I am proud 
“ to remember) ; and as I wish to inform the public, and to gain 
“ credit to my attachment (which I conceive to be equalled by no 
“ one but your most zealous servants), I supplicate that you please 
“ to grant me two requests. The first, that you condescend to 
“ turn away from your presence, and to dismiss from your coun- 
“ cils, some persons, who, having conceived a jealousy at the 
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elevation o£ our familyi are ever busy in filling^ your Princely 
mind with new suggestions/like those that have already g^ven 
^^rise to the present troubles. These are Merdan-aaly-qhan, 
'' Mir-morteza-qhan, Hadji Lootf-aaly-qhan, and Mahmed-gh6uss- 
qhan. After their departure, your servant, thinkings his person 
safe, shall make it a duty to pay you his respects. The second 
** request is, that should you think this favour to be of a nature 
** not to be gpranted, then that you please to retire to your palace, 
** and from thence to issue your commands to them to march into 
" the field, and to fight me, your servant. If victory favours them, 
** let them avail themselves of its rights ; they have gained their 
point. If they are vanquished, let them retire, and I shall then 
“come myself, and lay my head at your feet. In token of my 
sincerity, I herewith send you the volume of the glorious Coran, 
“ on which I have taken the most sacred oaths.“ 

The glbrious volume was accordingly produced by the Phy- 
sician Mahmed-aaly-qhan ;(3og) but as the noblemen in question 
were in possession of the highest influence both over Ser-efraz- 
qhan’s mind and over his Court, and their minds were ulcerated 
against Hadji Ahmed, as well as against his brother and their 
children, the proposal for peace did not take root. But yet no 
proper preparatives were made for an immediate engagement, 
as the best officers suggested. Meanwhile, Hadji Ahmed being 
arrived at Radje-mahl, was received with open arms by his brother, 
who directly took him upon his elephant, being then upon his 
march. Hadji Ahmed, as if to fulfil the promise he had made at 
his departure, prevailed upon his brother to have Jiis elephant 
turned about for some hundred yards, after which he returned 
to the road again. Ser-efraz-qhan hearing of the enemy’s march, 
advanced to a village called Gheri or Gheriah, a noted spot upon 
the banks of the Bagraty, whilst Mahmed-ghouss-qhan pushed 
forward as far as the spot where the enemy was encamped on 
the water-side at Sooty ; by which means, the river, which was 
everywhere fordable and about one arrow's throw over, intervened 
between himself and Ser-efraz-qhan. Nor was the distance 
between him and Aaly-verdy-qhan’s camp of more than five or 
six cosses. Meanwhile messages and messengers were continually 

(309) This i^lorious volume was only a brick properly fashioned and covered 
with cloth of gold. 
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passing and repassing betwixt the two camps ; Scr^efraz-qhan' 
offering to receive Aaly-verdy-qhari into favour agaiti> and VirUh-*' 
ing to see him, and the other answering in the strain he had 
already done, " In grateful remembrance of the favours receiv- 
“ ed from your father,” said he> ” once, I will never form any 
designs against you ; but it is under condition only that yoti 
“ dismiss from your service those enemies of Our family, Who by 
" their rancorous suggestions have brought matters to that state 
of diffidence and disunion that draws to a crisis. Else, delivot 
” them over to me ; and if you are averse to this also> then stand 
” off, pitch your tent upon that eminence yonder, and from thencO 
“ look at our fighting against each other. If I am victorious, I 
“ will certainly come to pay you my duty, and if I am vanquished, 
” you shall do with me whatever you shall think proper.” As 
both parties seemed equally liable to difficulties^ the interview 
did not take place. But although such friendly messages were 
daily exchanged, Djagat-seat was nevertheless busily employed 
in writing to every one of Aaly-verdy-qhan's commanders, and 
in conveying to them, every one according to his station, promis- 
sory notos, called Tips, usual amongst bankers, Under the only 
condition of seizing his person and delivering it to Ser-efraz- 
qhan.(3io) Some of these notes were received that very evening 
by many, and amongst others, by Mustapha-qhan. That officer^ 
in company with some others, as zealously attached to Aaly- 
verdy-qlian as himself, carried them to him, and exposed the 
contents to his view. If fighting is the matter, said that 

officer, let uz fight tomorrow morning, without loss tf time ; for 
the next day, matters may take a very different turn from what 
they are to-day, Aaly-verdy-qhan having reflected on the advice, 
gave his approbation, and that very moment he ordered powder 
and ball to be distributed to the troops, being resolved to fight 
the next day. His army he divided in three bodies. One part 
under the command of Nandoolal, a Czentoo officer of character, 

(310) We know for certain, and this is the universal report, that 'this manoeuvre 
was played by Aaly-verdy^han himself, through Djagat-seat, his friend, against 
Ser-efraz-qhan’s officers ; and we have been assured by one of them^ still living, that 
himself had received such a Tip for Rs. 4ftOOO, and had been desired to load the artill^ 
only with earth and rubbish. The universal report at Moonboodabad is, that in fact 
some guns were served in that manner, and by-the-bye not a word is said by the 
author of Ser-efraz-khan’s artillery. 
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who was also entmsted with* Aaly-verdy-*qhan^s standardt was 
opposed to Gh6u3s-qhan, and he gave him orders to engage . the 
troops on this side of the riveA With the two other bodies^ he 
forded the river, and sent one of them in the rear of Ser-efraz^ 
qhan^s troops, with orders, to fall upon them as soon as they 
should see him engaged with his front, for which purpose he now 
advanced pn Ser-efraz-khan, without quitting the river’s hank. 
The body that had been sent forwards, had orders to keep them- 
selves concealed, until they should hear the report of a gun, at 
which signal they were to fall at once both upon Ser-efraz- 
qhan*s rear and camp^ This body commenced its march in the 
darkness of the night at one in the morning, and was commanded 
by Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, Aaly-verdy-qhan’s eldest son-in-laWf 
who had under his command Abdol-aaly-qhan with Mustapha- 
qhan and Shimshir-qhan and some other Afghan commanders. 
Aalyrverdy-qhan with his corps followed, but at some distance ; 
whilst Nandoolal in compliance with orders, marched slowly 
and silently opposite to Gh6uss-qhan. The engagement com- 
menced at the dawn of the day, by which time Aaly-verdy- 
qhan being near Ser-efraz-qhan’s front, fired one of his guns. 
On the report of which the body that had preceded, attacked 
Ser-efrazrqhan’s troops, whilst Nandoolal engaged Gh6uss-qhan. 
Ser-efraz-qhan who was then at his devotions, got up immediate- 
ly, mounted his elephant, and marched straight to Aaly-verdy- 
qhan, at the very time when some of the enemies getting at his 
rear, had penetrated to the middle of his camp, where much 
plunder was acquired, and much slaughter made ; Mirza-iredj- 
qhan’s son being slain amongst others. Meanwhile Ser-efraz- 
qhan kept advancing, and was already passed his Nagar-qhana 
or band of music, and the head of his army, when a bullet sent 
him to the mansions of eternity. He was accompanied by a 
number of men of distinction, amongst which were Mir-camal, 
Mir-gh 4 dai, Mir-ahmcd, Mir-seradj-eddin, Hadji Lootf-aaly-qhan, 
and Corban-aaly-qhan ; and all these having in that game of 
hazard lost the capital of their existence, made haste to retreat 
into eternity. The Ray-r3,yan-iaaleni-chund being wounded, as 
well as Mirza-iredj-qhan, returned into the city. On the other 
hand, Gh6uss-qhan, who was engaged on the other side of the 
river with Nandoolal, gave him a complete defeat, in which that 
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Hindoo commander was slain. Whilst the enemy was flying on 
that side of the river, Ser-efraz-qhan’s elephant, which his driver 
had now turned about, was descfried stepping towards the city ; 
and Gh6uss-qhan ascribing this flight to his master's want of 
courage, sent him a swnft horseman with orders to bring the 
elephant back at any rate, and to inform his master that he Gh6uss* 
qhan had defeated and slaughtered the enemies, and that now 
was the time to join him and to fall together upon those that yet 
stood their ground. All this while Aaly-verdy-qhan, sensible at 
what critical point matters had come, was repressing the ardour 
of his people, and endeavouring to keep them together. He knew 
for certain that Ser-efraz-qhan had been slain, but he knew 
likewise that Nandoolal had been defeated and killed, and that 
Gh6uss-qhan, of whose valour and abilities he entertained no 
doubt, was at the head of a body that kept a firm countenance,, 
at the very time when he had the mortification to see that the 
troops he had sent forwards to fall on Ser-efraz-qhan's camp, 
were actually plundering and sacking those tents replenished 
with a rich booty, and had dispersed everywhere without leaving 
to their commander a possibility of his rallying them again. 
Things were in that doubtful state, when the horseman dispatch- 
ed by Ghouss-qhan came and informed him that his Lord was no 
more. Astonished to the highest degree, he plunged into a sea 
of amazement and despair, and sensible that Aaly-verdy-qhan, to 
whom his hatred to his family was known long ago, would now 
carry every thing before him, and that he had nothing to hope 
for at his hands, he resolved to perish in the field. Calling for 
his two sons, Mahmed-c8t8b and Mahmed-pir, he commanded 
them to loosen his cuirass and coat of arms from behind, and then 
turning to them, he said these very words : Children, nothing 
remains now for us, but to be slain in the field. Our lives are 
now as well as gone. We must wash our hands on that article, 
and rush upon that body that surrounds Aaly-verdy-qhan to try 
if we can come at his person." That Commander and his sons 
were in fact the overthrowing Lions of the field, and the irresisti- 
ble Herculeses of their age. (31 1) With the few that chose to 

(311) The original says the Roostexns of their age ; and we have already been 
apprised that Roostem was the Hercules of Persia. Like he the destroyer of monsters 
and the ovdrthrower of tyrants ; like he the progenitor of along race of sovereignss 
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stand by thenii they advanced on the enemy with the greatest 
intrepidity; for the rest of Gh6uss-qhan’s troops, that is, the 
greatest part of them, already apprised of Ser-efraz-qhan^s death, 
had turned about, had quitted the field, and were retreating 
towards the city ; and but a very few of them chose to stand by 
a man resolved not to survive a defeat. With these few, he kept 
advancing, and was already close upon the enemy, when he 
received a wound from a musquet-ball. Still he continued to 
advance, and calling for his horse, with a firm resolution to single 
out Aaly-verdy-qhan, he was alighting from his elephant, when 
he was hitted again by two musquet-balls, which laid him dead 
on the field of battle. His two sons seeing their father dead, 
dismounted, let their horses loose, and taking to their sabre and 
buckler, they rushed on foot on the enemy, when on closing with 
them, they .were shot at on all sides, and fell dead, weltering in 
blood and dust. Mahmed-cStSb, the eldest, who bore a high 
character for prowess and bodily strength, finding himself going, 
sat on the field, without quitting either buckler or sword, and in 
that warlike posture, he breathed his last. He was afterwards 
buried in that very spot. Mir-dilir-aaly hearing of Ser-efraz- 
qhan’s death, refused to survive his good master and friend, and 
with sixteen men that stood by him, he rushed on the enemy, was 
slain fighting valiantly, and took his journey towards the gates of 
eternity. In fact, few soldiers and few friends in Hindostan ever 
proved so zealous as those of Ser-efraz-qhan’s. Mir-sherf-eddin, 
who, with the corps under his command, had bravely encountered 
Aaly-verdy-qhan in person, and hitted him with twd arrows, find- 
ing that the day was lost, retreated and quitted the field. One 
of those arrows hitted the bow he held in his hand, and the other 
made a slight wound on his right shoulder. In a word, every one 
of Ser-efraz-qhan's men exhibited proofs of attachment and valour. 
Some fell in the field of battle, and some despairing of their 
fortune retreated towards the city ; and victory having now declare 
ed for Aaly-verdy-qhan, he immediately dispatched his brother, 
Hadji Ahmed, to Moorshoodabad, with orders to soothe and 

like he, he wore a Lion’s hide, but it was in the form of aclose coat, and like he, he 
had a club in his hands, but it was an iron one with eight angles. Moreover, the 
Persian Hercules had a moral character, which the Eluropean had not, and the last 
deserved only to be the first soldier in the other's army. 
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tranquillize %h^ inhabitants of that great city, and to place guards 
on all the offices of the Government, and all the apartments of 
Ser-efraz^qhan's palace, with strict injunctions to establish order 
and safety throughout every quarter. Hadji Ahmed, in compli-. 
ance with his orders, advanced with the swiftness of wind, and 
the rapidity of lightning ; and being arrived early, he proclaimed 
everywhere the new Prince, and thereby put an end to the tumults 
that had already risen. 

Two days after the battle, being about the middle of Sefer, 
in the year 1153 of the Hedjra, Aaly-verdy-qhan marched slowly 
and leisurely into the city, but with the utmost pomp and magni« 
licence. On his advancing to the palace, and before his taking 
his seat on the Mesned, he struck to the right, and went to the 
apartments where lived the Princess Neiisa-begum, daughter of 
Djaafer-khan, and mother to the late Ser-efraz-qhan.. Stopping 
at the gate, he assumed a respectful posture, took a moving tone 
of voice, and having made a profound bow, in which he inclined 
his body to the ground, ho supplicated the Princess's forgiveness, 
and sent in the following message : Whatever was predeter- 

V mined in the books of Fate, has come to take place, and the 
ingratitude of this worthless servant of yours is now registered 
** in the unfading records of history. But I swear, that so long 
“ as life shall exist in this blackened face of mine, I shall never 
swerve from the path of respect, artd the duties of the most 
** complete submission. I hope that the vileness and misdeed of 
this poor humbled and afflicted slave of yours, shall in time be 
“ effaced from the mirror of your forgiving mind, and that you 
shall, at some distant period of time, condescend to accept in 
extenuation of my crime those demonstrations of perfect sub- 
mission, and those tokens of dutiful attachment which I am 
resolved to exhibit.” 

After this speech in which he seemed greatly affected, and 
to which not a word of answer was returned, he continued his 
route to the Chehel S8t8n or Forty Pillars, a palace built by 
Shudjah-khan for public ceremonies, as well as for his residence ; 
and being got within the hall of general audience, he took his 
seat in the Mesned of command, ordered the music to strike 
and received the Nuxurs of the Crown officers^ of the 


(312) We have already observed, that thia music, which ba marh of command 
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Military ixven> atid of the principal citizens of Mooi^ciodabad» 
who hastend to pay him that token of acknowledgment. But all 
this was mere exterior. His pemoOi on account of the black in^ 
gratitude he had been guilty of tbwards his Lord and benefactor's 
son, was viewed with sentiments of horror and de|estation ; nor 
Was all his merit known at that early period. But in time he 
displayed such a virtuous conduct, and so moral a character, treat* 
ed the nobility and the Grandees with so much deference and 
respect, spread so indiscriminately the carpet of condescenmon 
and benignity for both stranger and friend, applied himself so 
earnestly in gaining the hearts of both the powerful and defence* 
less, exhibited such a quick feeling for the services rendered 
hiin by those attached to his person, so much regard for the rights 
of distant consanguinity or old acquaintance, so much commisera^ 
tioxi for the poor, and so much attention for the oppressed, with 
sucb a turn of mind for forgiveness of personal injuries, in one 
word, he shewed himself so invaluable a man, that a total alteration 
took place in every heart, and those who at first could not bear to 
look on him, became in time so enamoured with his amiable 
deportment, and so attached to his person, that few instances 
have been observed in his time or in any other of so zealous an 

and sovere^ntjr, and is allowed to all Soobahdars, consists of two or three Nagaras, 
or large kettle-drums of iron, twice as big as those in Europe, two or three D’-houls, 
or ordinaiy drums, two or three Zoornahs, or haut-boys, two or three Kerrenas, or 
trumpets, one or two 2ills, or cymbals, an instrument lately borrowed by the Euro- 
peans from ihe Turks, but played by the Turks and by the Persians, as well as the 
Indians, in a more delicate, curious, and scientifical manner ; lastly, a very long 
Kerrena, or rather speaking-trumpet. It is straight, and seven or eight feet in length 
upon two or three inches in diameter about the mouth. It imitates exactly the voice 
of a tall stout man, Incomparably better than the speaking-trumpets at sea, which 
always convUy an altered disagreeable sound. We have forgotten two or thtoe 
Taasses, or flat-ketHeS^ one, twenty inches in diameter, and four in depth, one 
lesser, and one of one-foot diameter, and ten inches in depth. All that is played 
either at the top of a main gate of a fortress, or of a palace, or upon a building raised 
on purpose upon three lofty arches, and called therefore Tinpduliah, named by 
the vulgar into ’ Tirpouliah. All this forms a very animating music, and at a dis- 
tance a pleasing one ; and the long trumpet, distinctly heard at a mile distance^ seems 
to be only the voice of a Nadyr-shah, thundering out his orders to his krmy. The 
concerto commences by one of the Taasses, which is joined suooessiveLy by all ; but 
each sort of drum pla 3 rs by itself, and by intervals, being reinforced now and then 
by the others, and by the Nagaras. The long trumpet always sounds alone, or 
accompanied by a Taass. 
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attachment and so much fidelity or love. Upon the whole, although 
the slaying his Lord and benefactdr’s son was unquestionably one 
of the blackest actions that could be Committed, and one of the 
most abominable events that dould happen, yet it cannot be 
tlenied that Ser-efraz-qhan had no talents for government, and 
no capacity for business, and that, had his Government lasted 
but sometime more, such a train of evils, and such a series of 
endless confusions would have been the consequence of his in- 
capacity, that disorders without number, and disturbances with- 
out end, would have arisen insensibly, and would have brought 
ruin and desolation on these countries and their inhabitants. The 
Marhattas had already cast their eyes upon these rich provinces. 
Shortly after, they attacked and invaded them on all sides, and 
lucky did it prove for the inhabitants of these countries that those 
merciless freebooters had to deal with such a man as Aaly-verdy- 
qhan, who by his talents for both war and government, and by 
the exertions of a keen sabre become indefatigable, as well as by 
the resources of his policy, found means to repress those ravagers, 
and at last to expell them entirely out of Bengal, as we shall 
succinctly mention in a short time in the course of these written 
leaves. Such exertions were not of a nature to be expected from 
Ser-efraz-qhan and his Ministers, nor were they men to oppose 
such a torrent with any effect ; whereas his rival, to such a modesty 
of behaviour, and to so much purity pf morals, joined political 
and military talents, and all the renown and power which victory 
and success could confer, the whole forming a character, which 
far from being equalled by any of his contemporaries or any of 
his successors, would hardly find a comparison in the records of 
past time. By a felicity peculiar to his government, his three 
nephews proved men of merit, and such as deserved to have such 
an uncle. Every one of them, decorated with the military rank of 
seven thousand horse, and raised to the highest dignities and 
offices of the State, seemed to have taken him for their pattern, 
and to have had nothing in view but the w’elfare of those entrusted 
to their care. But of every one of these, as well as of Aaly-verdy- 
khan’s children and family, mention shall be made particularly, 
whenever the thread of history shall come to reach their time. 
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—Aaly-verdy--qhan leaves his grandson in the Government of 
Oressa — Great respect paid by Aaly-verdy-qhan and his family to 
Ser-efrae^qhan*^ mother — The new Governor of Oressa manages 
unworthily — His enormous oppressions — The ancient Govern^ 
or*s son»in-law recovers possession of Catec — Where he seizes 
and confines the new Governor — Aaly-verdy-qhan marches into 
Oressa — Where he defeats Pakyr-aaly^qhan — Settles the Oressa 
anew — Zin-eddin~ahmed-‘qhan, Viceroy of Azim^abad, acquires 
a character for valour and conduct — Orders Roshen^qhan^terahi 
to be put to death — The Marhattas invade Bengal — Aaly* 
verdy-qhan resolves to fight them — Some of his Commanders lag 
behind — The Afghans in the army incline to a general defection 
— He disdains to pay a yansom to the Marhattas — He recovers 
the affection of his Afghans — He fights his way through the enemy 
^^Memorable retreat of the Bengal Army to Cutwa — Two 
elephants save it from destruction — The Marhattas plunder part 
of M8rsh8dabad — Get possession of H8gli — Ravage all Bengal, 
south of the Ganga — The Govenor of Azim~abad marches to his 
undoes assistance — Ingenious meeting of Aaly^verdy-qhan* s with 
a relation of his — The Emperor sends Ab8l-mans8r~qhan and 
Baladjirao to succour Bengal — A bridge of boats breaks down, 
and occasions a great loss — The Marhattas severely chastised’— 
Overbearing behaviour of Ab8l-mans8r^qhan—The author* s 
father is misrepresented — Baladjirao under pretence of suc^ 
eouring Aaly^verdy-qhan, ravages Bengal — Azim^abad saved 
by an accident from imminent danger — Singular resolution of a 
lady who attempts to defend her house and quarter against the 
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Baladjirao^Hussein~c8ly-qhan loses his office, but is reinstated 
by Gahasity-begum, daughter of the Viceroy — III offices rendered 
to the author^s father — Who parts with Aaly-verdy-ghan^ s family 
— City of Azim^abad secui^ed by a wall — High credit of Mustapha^ 
qhan with the Viceroy — Aaly-verdy-qhan resolves to entrap the 
Marhatta Commanders — Most of them massacred — The Mar^ 
hattas slaughtered everywhere, evacuate Bengal-Strange char- 
acter of the Afghan nation — Mustapha-qhan^ from u General 
of the Viceroy* s^ becomes his rival — He comes to an open war with 
him — He attacks the Governor of Azim-abad—Who opposes him 
vigorously — Deputation sent him — Ingenious and artful message 
of his to Mustapha-qhan — Bold, open answer of tho latter — The 
Afghans attack and carry the entrenchments of Aeim^abad^ and 
yet are worsted — The victory is snatched a second time from the 
hands of Mustapha-qhan, who is shot through the head — Aalyr 
verdy-qhan marches to succour his nephew— ^T he Afghans victori- 
ous a third time, are worsted again, and Mustapha-qhan is slain 
—The body of that hero unworthily used. 

Aaly-VERDY-QHAN having rendered himself nis^ster of thes^ 
eastern kingdomsi and taken possession of those richer accu- 
mulated by Shudjah-qhan and Ser-efraz-qhan, which were reckoned 
by Corors only, turned his attention towards tranquillising thp 
country, and establishing his own Govemipent. At the same 
time he received from the presence the titles of Shudjah-el-mulc 
and Hessam-ed-ddulah, i.e. The Valorous of the State, and The 
Sword of the Empire ; was honoured with the brevet of seven 
thousand horce, and decorated with the insignia of the Mahi ; 
and the Court seemingly with a view to humoujr his tenderness 
for his family, bestowed high honours upon every individual of 
it. For his younger nephew and son-in-law, Zin-eddin-ahmed- 
qhan, whom he had left at Azim-abad, as his Lieutenant, and 
W'hom he had now rendered absolute in that province, was honour- 
ed with the brevet of seven thousand horse, and the titles of Vali- 
ant, The Honour of the Empire, and The terrible in War, 
together with the Mahi, the fringed Paleky, the kettle-drum and 
the standard. His eldest nephew and son-Jn-Iayk*, Neyazish- 
niahmed-qhan, whom he had appointed Governor of the province 
of Djehanghir-nagar-Dacca, with theannexesof Silhatand Islam<- 
abad-chatgam, was now honoured with the office of Divan of 
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Behgal, and dftcoriited the insignia oY the Mahi, and dfn* 
tinj^ished the surnames and titles of The Valiant and of 
jrht Ma^nlfictni ef the Staff, always Valorous in Wat. His 
middling nephew S€yd*ahmed-qhan, who so early as the times df 
Shudjdh-qhan dnd Ser-rfraz-qhan, had enjoyed the Foc^daty of 
Rahgpoor, where he had acquired great riches, was decorated 
with the same rank and dignities as his brothers, with the sur- 
hames and titled of Performer of the Empire, and The Impetu^ 
0U5 in War ; to all which was added a promise of the reversion 
of fhe province of Oressa, whenever it might be recovered frontl 
M8rsh9d-c8Iy-qhan, son-in-law to Shudjah-qhan by a half-sister 
of Sef-6fra2-qhan’s, a nobleman who to the reputation of a man 
6f seiise aiid wit, joined the talents of an ingenious Poet, and 
gloried as triuch in the titles of The Enthusiasmed and The Unfet^ 
tered, whidH K6 bote as a Poet, as in that of Rostem-djung,(iJ 
ivhicb he had received as a nobleman of rank and a Governor of 
ft great province: Mirza-mehmed, eldest son of Zin-eddin-ahmed- 
qhaiT, he adopted for his son, and he took care to have him bred 
hear his person, rfter having bestowed upon him the title and 
surname of Sefaidj-edd6ulah-shah-c81y-qhan-bahadyr,(2) with the 
office of Admiral of Djehanghir-nagar-Dacca, which he had ob- 
tained for him from the presence. And as Nevazish-mahmed- 
qhah, his eldest soti-in-law and nephew had no child of his own> 
be made him adopt Mirt:a-mehmed's younger brother, for whom 
he pVbcured the surname of Badshah-c81y-qhan, with the title of 
Ecram-edddulah.(3) These two brothers were honoured, each of 
theni, with the rank of seven thousand horse, decofated with the 
dignities and insignia annexed to so high a degree of elevation/ 
and became high and mighty Lords from their very childhood. 
Ata-ollah-qhah, younger son-in-law to Hadji Ahmed, a nobleman 
who oh Aaly-verdy-qhan's being appointed to the Lieutenancy of 
Azim-abad, had succeeded him in the Fodjdary of Acbar-nagar- 

(i) The Hercules in Battles. 

(a) The Valiant Lord, Soldier of the Emperor, and flambeau of his Empire, 
'fki'd bfflce df Adtiiirai 6f Dacca consisted in building and fitting a fleet of largd 
Vessels and gall^i sdMid of them as big as the biggest galleys in Europe, and send- 
ing them to Delhf. Hts expenditure was assigned upon eighty villages about DaocOv 
rated at 40,000 Rupees, but which in process of time yielded above three lacs. 

(3) The words Badskah^cSly^kan are ol the same import as those of Shah- 
c8fi-qhan ; buf Ecrahi-ed-ddula sighifiet the honour of the Empire. 
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Radje-mahli so early as the times of Shudjah-qhan and Ser-efrar- 
qhan, was now advanced to the Fodjdary of Bagal-pSri promoted 
to a Brigade of three thousand horse and foot| honoured with 
the degree of* seven thousand horse, and decorated with several 
insignia, as well as the pompous titles and sounding surnames of 
The Honoured of the Empire^ The Immovable in a Day of Battle. 
Hussein-c81y-qhan, Nkib or Deputy to Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, 
was honoured with the rank of three thousand horse, to which 
was added the distinction of a standard and a kettle-drum, and 
the surname of Bahadyr or valiant. Ataa-yar-qhan, half-brother 
to Aaly-verdy-qhan, and Fakyr-ollah-qhan, as well as N8r-811ah- 
beg-qhan and Mir-djaafer-qhan, and Mustapha-qhan, with several 
other persons, whether relations, friends, or officers of conse- 
quence, were every one of them honoured with distinctions, ad- 
vanced to dignities and offices, or promoted to commands. Ch^in- 
ray. Agent to the Ray-rayan-Aalem-chund, Divan or Minister to 
the late Shudjah-qhan, was himself honoured with the title of 
Ray-r^yan, and appointed Divan to Aaly-verdy-qhan, and Radja 
Djankiram, who was an ancient Divan of his, was appointed 
Divan of the bodies or musters, and Comptroller of the Registers. 
It was in contemplation to bestow the rank of three thousand 
horse, and the title of Bahadyr with the Paymastership-General, 
on Abdal-aaly-qhan, my uncle, who was also a cousin-german to 
Aaly-verdy-qhan, in the same manner as they had been enjoyed 
by that officer's father, Seyd-zin-el-aabedin, my maternal grand- 
father, who was son to Aaly-verdy-qhan' s aunt. But that noble- 
man, who expected to be promoted on an equal footing with the 
other nephews of Aaly-verdy-qhan, being displeased at the superi- 
ority given them, quitted the Court in disgust, and obtained leave 
to repair to Azim-abad where in fact he returned. Zin-eddin- 
ahmed qhan, who governed there, thinking himself honoured by 
his arrival, gave him the Government of Turhut, in addition to 
to the Collectorship of Bahar and Besoc, which he enjoyed 
already, desiring him moreover to live at his court as 4iis friend. 
Abdol-aaly-qhan having absented himself for reasons of his own 
from the Court of MSrshSdabad, the office of Paymaster-General 
which was intended for that nobleman, was bestowed on my 
aunt’s husband, Nusret-aaly-qhan, and the second Paymastership 
was bestowed on Fakir-ollah-beg-qhan-bahadyr, who was one 
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of the persons most attached tp Aaly-verdy-qhan. This Prince 
having* now disposed of those many offices and honours according 
to the dictates of his gratitude^ and wisdom sent the Coror of 
Rupees and the Pish-kush| or present in money which he had 
promised to the Emperor. * It consisted of money and precious 
goods, and was accepted by the mediation of Issac-qhan, Minister 
of State. As to the confiscated property of Ser-efraz-qhan’s, he 
set apart as much of it as he thought proper for the Emperor's use ; 
but hearing that M8rid-qhan, the Valiant, a Lord of the second rank 
in the Emperor’s Court, had been sent from the capital for the 
double purpose of taking the possession of Ser-efraz-qhan’s estate, 
and receiving the revenue of Bengal which had been arreared 
since that Viceroy’s sitting upon the Mesned, he wrote him a 
respectful letter to request his taking some repose at Azim-abad, 
as he was himself setting out for Radje-mahl with intention to 
meet him at Saciy-gally,(4) where he would not fail to deliver into 
His Excellency’s hands, both Ser-efraz-qhan’s estate and the 
balance due on the revenue. As this request was calculated to 
prevent that nobleman from obtaining entrance into Bengal, Aaly- 
verdy-qhan in the month of Redjeb, set out for Acber-nagar- 
Radje-mahl, where after waiting many days he was met by M8rid- 
qhan to whom he delivered some Lacks of rupees in money, and 
Seventy Lacks in jewels, with much gold and silver furniture, a 
quantity of precious stuffs, and a number of elephants and horses ; 
all which having passed for the whole of the confiscation, he put 
a written account of it in that nobleman’s hands, made him a 
present every way suitable to his rank and to the oct:asion, and 
dismissed him with great honours and many civilities. After which 
he reviewed his army, being then intent on an expedition against 
Catec, the capital of the Oressa, a province which he intended to 
recover from M8rsh8d-c81y-qhan, its actual owner. 


(4) Saciy-gally. or the gullet or lane of Sacry, is a narrow defile with the 
Ganga on one side, and a chain of woody hills on the other ; and sucdi is Talia-garry, 
which besides has a wall that shuts up the passage from end to end. The former 
defile may be ten feet broad, and being overhanged by woods, is capable of great 
defence, and seems to bar the passage from Bahar Into Bengal ; out the chain of hills 
that borders it, would on inspection, afford many other passages, and really there 
are many more. Rhago-dji in 1740 kept at his left both those defiles, and yet he 
penetrated with case into Bengal. 
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Pot Aaly-vefdy-qhan Was now firinly seated in his Gbvern- 
ment» he had afranged and settled every branch of the administra- 
tion ; and being now easy on thqt hbad; he had (Prepared an arniy 
of victorious troops, and a train of attillefy furhrisHed with every- 
thing requisite for conquests, after having all this time made it 
his business to obtain a previous knowledge Of the talents and 
turn of mind of his intended adversary. Bat MSrsh^d-cSly-qhaA 
Who did not think himself a match for such ari ^nemy, sent one 
Aga-mahmed-taky, of Surat, to probe Aaly-verdy-qhan*s designs, 
and to manage a treaty with him ; and this end was soon obtained, 
both from a regard to the acquaintance that had once subsisted 
between the two contractants, and also out of compliment to the 
envoy’s talent, who behaved with great abilities^ and was dismissed 
with honour and distinction. However, these good beginnings 
were soon marred by the intrigues of Mirza-bakyr-qhah, a noble- 
man who drew his pedigree from the Royal race of the Sefis of 
Iran(5), and was now son-in-law to M8rsh8d-c81y-qhfan, whose 
eonsort also joined her son-in-law in pointing out to him the rich 
prize of Bengal (a conquest, indeed, to which he was fat from 
being equal) and the propriety of shewing a becoming resenf rftent 
against Ser-efraz-qhan’s murderer. These two incensed persons 
leagued together, found means to manage so well, that the treaty 
now almost concluded, was put an end to, although MSrshSd- 
c81y-qhan himself had set his heart* upon it. Aaly-verdy-qhan 
being informed of this alteration in his mind, wrote him word that 
“ he had not in his heart any inclination to offer that illustrious 
Governor** any injury or to bring him to any hami ; but however,- 
** that his staying any longer at Catec would be far from con- 
** ducing to the quiet of either party. He therefore hoped, that 
“ His Excellency would find it expedient to withdraw his person, 
** family, and effects, and to repair with them into Hindostan, by 
taking his journey through M8rsh8dabad, unless indeed he 
would find it more eligible to go at once from Catec to the 
** neighbouring country of E^ecah.^’ Such a message with atfy 

(5> The Kings of Persia or Iran are called SdpMs hy the TiTdes frb'nrf Shah-" 
HaYdeT, the fouhder of that dynasty, whu pretending t6 be only a Dervish or f^akir, 
id eat, a rel^dus ihaa, wore only So/, ot camblet. But thd dynasty, hOWe<rer, t06k 
the name of Sefis fiotti his descendant, and the first who assented the tide 

of Shah or Emperor or King, and made conquests: 
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other man .m^htbave (irpng^t pn ^n imnjediate rupture ; jbjiit thp 
Viceroy pf Catepwho dreaded the nuilitaiy talents, 4s well 43 the 
superior forces, of his adversaiy, was inclined to put ajn epd tp 
all his uneasiness by giving up the contest, and he h^d probably 
effected his puipose, had not his spirits been raised, and his self^ 
love interested, by the repeated suggestions of his son-in-laWi who 
being high spirited, would not bear such haughty language, and 
was besides spurred on by the prospect of once commanding iti 
such a country as Bengal. These sentiments of resentment and 
ambition were strongly supported by the Viceroy's consort, a 
high spirited Princess, who joining reproaches to entreaties, was 
eternally teasing him on the infamy of suffering her brother'^ 
murderer to enjoy quietly both impunity and dominion. This 
Princess, who was much more respected in the province than her 
husband himself, proceeded from entreaties to threats, and she 
talked of no less than of abandoning so tame a husband, and 
making over her riches, influence, and pretensions, to her son-in- 
law, together with the province itself, a young man of a temper 
equally ardent and intriguing, whom she found perfectly fitted by 
nature for seconding her hatred to Aaly-verdy-qhan. The Vice- 
roy overcome by the animated instigations of those two persons, 
altered his mind, and he sent word to his neighbour in Bengal, 
that he disavowed the preliminaries consented to, against his will» 
by his Agent; and that the sword* only would determine their 
respective pretensions. The latter fully sensible that nothing 
was now to be obtained but by war, took his measures accord- 
ingly. He recommended the Government of Bengql, and the 
care of the city to both his brother, Hadji Ahmed, and to his Aaly.verdy- 
nephew, and having reviewed his army, which amounted to ten 
or twelve thousand picked troops, he spied in the Stars a favour- guest of tfce 
^ble moment for quitting the city, and set out for the Oressa. 

Such a piece of intelligence was soon conveyed to the Court 
of Catec, and M 8 rsh 8 d-c 81 y-qhan, now resolved on war, thought 
it proper to sound the minds of those about his person. Having 
assembled his friends and the principal officers of his army, he 
made his appearance in the hall, and remained silent for a whjUe ; 
taking then his sabre from his own side, he laid it in the middle 
pf the assembly, and after having represented in lively colours, 
the crime committed by Aaly-verdy-qhan, he reflected on that 
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insatiable ambition of his, which not contented with impunity, 
aspired also to despoil the murdered Prince's sister of what little 
she had left, and talked of nothing but war and of sacrificing every 
one to his own views, ^ My cause being as just, as my case iscri- 
ticalj^ added he, there remains nothing for me new, but to know 
your own minds on this iniquitous contest. If you are for stands 
ing by me, let us set out together and fight together f but if you 
are of another mind, then for God^s sake explain yourselves ear^ 
ly and betimes, that I may act accordingly, and provide betimes 
for my own safety.** This short address having seemed to be 
received with approbation, the principal officer of his army. Abed- 
aaly-qhan by name, assured him in the name of the assembly, 
that he might rely on their fidelity and on their detestation of 
the murderer ; ” and having pronounced these few words, he 
stood up with all those present, and taking up the sabre l}dng on 
the ground, he girt it round the Viceroy's loins, and assured him 
of their attachment and zeal. Such a scene having tranquillised 
the Governor’s mind, he thought only of preparing himself for the 
contests. Having mustered his army, and taken his son-in-law 
wdth him, he quitted Catec, and advanced towards the frontiers of 
his country. For this purpose he pushed beyond Balliser-bender 
(Balassor), crossed the river that flows by that town, and having 
advanced some miles beyond it, he took post in a spot which he 
judged capable of great defence. This was almost surrounded 
by a small river with steep lofty banks, that had within sight a 
country covered with woods and brambles. Not content with the 
natural strength of his post, he threw up some intrenchments 
in the least difficult parts, lined the whole with three hundred 
pieces of artillery, great and small, and gave his encampment 
such a menacing posture, that it became very dangerous to dis- 
lodge him. Such Was the state of things, when Aaly-verdy-qhan 
moved from Midnapore, and having advanced towards Balliser- 
bender, he got a full view of a formidable post, of which he had 
only some idea from report. His natural daringness was at stand ; 
to attack an enemy so incensed and so well intrenched, was im- 
practicable. To entice him out of that strong post was the surest 
party ; but his situation was now become critical. The Zemindars 
of the frontiers of Bengal became remiss in forwarding convoys 
to camp, and the few that would approach it, never failed to be 
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liiterce{>tt(d by tite 2^mindar^o): great landholders of the Oressai 
^ho seemed to dislike his person, and to look upon his camp, as 
an inimical ground. Some provisions sent by the Governor of 
Nariinvgur were intercepted likewise, and his sutlers being at 
a loss how to supply themselves, provisions became very dear, 
and at last scarce and bad. Such a state of things required only 
patience in the Governor of Oressa, and it was his intention to 
let the enemy consume himself. But such a delay was more than 
could be brooked by his son-in-law, who inflamed by tiie sight of 
the enemy, and informed of his distress, wanted absolutely to 
sally forth and to fall upon him. The Governor made many 
objections, but he was overborne at last by the impetuosity of 
Mirza-bakyr ; and about the end of Zilcaad in the same year, he 
quitted his strong post, and advanced towards the enemy. This 
was precisely what Aaly-verdy-qhan had wished, and a blunder 
having been this very moment committed by the enemy, he avail- 
ed himself of it to the utmost. Mirza-bakyr, in pushing blindly 
forwards, had unfurnished that part of his retrenchment, where 
was posted the greatest part of his artillery, and this having 
been soon perceived by the enemy, Aaly-verdy-qhan sent a party gattie of 
of troops, who pushed on a gallop, and seized the whole of it. Balassor. 
The engagement commenced, of course, and it was continued 
with musquetry and rockets. Vast numbers of brave men were 
falling on both sides, and yet the action bore a doubtful aspect, 
M8rsh8d-c81i-qhan standing his ground bravely. In this critical 
moment that same Abed-qhan, who had cut so conspicuous a 
figure in the assembly at Catec, and owed his fortune to his 
Governor, but had too much Afghan blood in his veins not to long 
after some signal perfidy ; Abed-qhan, I say, was seen to move 
from his post. He had already made his bargain with the famous 
Mustapha-qhan, who was his countryman, and a favourite General 
of the enemy's. The perfide Abed-qhan having advanced, as to 
an attack, with his whole corps, struck to the left where he per- 
ceived the signal agreed to, and having ranged his whole bri- 
gade close to Mustapiia-qhan, he stood stock-still, like one that 
should have come to see the fight as a common spectator. But 
even this defection did not appal M8rsh8d-c81i-qhan ; his troops 
stood their ground, and he seemed to be eveiywhere, being fol- 
lowed by a body of SSidsof Barr, long ago attached to his person, 
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and who teing desirous to shew thc^r WeXk as jc^oas of 

their national characteri(6) advanced the fast' bf^ 'daringness and 
made so vigorous an attack^ that the enemy unaiMfo to stand dieir 
impetuosity, dommenced giving way, and even somo of die Ben- 
gal troops fled openly. The moment was come when Aa]y**veidy- 
qhan was to forfeit his character( 7 ) and to be covered with eternal 
disgrace. Luckily for him that Mirza-bakyi, hairing just quitted 
his post at the right, and attacked the left wing of the enemies, 
which he threw into so much disorder that the tro«^>s were 
actually giving way, was himself disordered by his very attack; 
This wing was composed of the flower of the enemy’s armyb Mir- 
djaafer-qhan, who commanded there, seeing how matters went, 
jumped down from his horse, and putting himself at the head of 
a strong body, he advanced to the assistance of the discomfited 
troops, where Musahab-qhan, as well as Dilir-qhan and Assalet- 
qhan, both Afghans, and both intrepid sons of the valorous Umer- 
qhan, were making a stand. Mir>djaafer exerted himself so man- 
fully in that trying moment, that he on that day acquired high 
character for military conduct and soldier-like prowess. The 
combat became warm and bloody, and Mir-muhabbet-aaly, with 
Mir-acber-aaly, the two Commanders of the S^ids, having re- 
ceived several mortal wounds, which made them drink to the 
dregs the cup of bitter potion presented them by inexorable 
fate, whilst Mirza-bakyr himself was receiving several dangerous 
wounds on the neck, head and breast, their troops were ^palled 
and gave way. Mirza-bakyr, unable to support himself, ‘ was 
carried out of the field, and the troops being deprived of such 
valorous Commanders, took fright, dispersed, and fought only 
how to escape the slaughter. M8rsh8d-c81y-qhan, finding noW 
that fortune had turned her back upon him, thought only how tO 
secure a retreat, and taking his wounded son-in-law in a Paleky 

~ — — .1. I — ^ ..I, y 

(6) Barr is a town and district to^the north-east of Delhi, and wholly Inhabited 
by Sdyds (just asSheh-pSra in Bahar is inhabited by only Shdia) ; but theee SSyda, 
who pass proverbially for so many blockheads, am llkewlte klidwn fdr^beil^ 
remarkably brave, and there are several such towns and« dMsicts In HIndostan, 
reputed brave nationally. Such are the Sheh-zadiana of Lfieaow^.and the dtinenii iOf 
Belgram. 

(7) His cxmsort fled at two miles from the field of battle upon her eteptapt, 
and this animal was followed by that which mounted Aaly-verdy-qhan hlnMlf, 

' whether he would or not. ^ ^ 
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he ttiriiMtoirards^Bftli8ser«I]^nde which hetocd^ ahelter^wkli 
about three thouswd men that still stood by him; not that rhe 
existed ^ any tid'ng ftom that handful, he was only intent on 
giidngfthem theslip. Under pretence that he intended to intrench 
hiloeelf theroi hb inarched them out of the town, where he threw 
np some earth on the outskirts of it, and turning at the same 
time; towards the river, he alighted from his elephant, as if in^ 
toning to take some refreshment. There happened to be then 
in the river, but close to the shore, a ship ready to sail, which 
belonged to aik ancient friend, and ancient companion of his, 
being a native of SSret-bender (Surat) as well as himself. This 
friend had this long while enriched himself by fitting out vessels 
for several parts of India, and he was just close by him ; and 
the ship full of goods and grain, was unfurling her sails. Hadji- 
mahsen hiid fought by his side, and liad his full share of the 
perils of the day. Now it must be observed that ships have 
always a vessel called feness (Pinnace), this is the young one of 
a ship and this serves for the purpose of going ashore ; so that 
the people in the ship seeing on land a great concourse of people, 
sent their feness to inquire after M8rsh8d-cl8y-qhan’s affairs, 
without suspecting all this while that their owner had been in the 
battle. This sight of the feness entirely altered the ideas of both 
the Governor, and the ship’s owner. The latter pointed to the 
vessel with the finger, and after a pause, he observed, that the 
sending down such a vessel looked very much like a special inters 
position of Providence in their behalf In an instant the Gover- 
nor was of his opinion, and without consulting zxxf one, or 
ing the smallest hint of his design to any one of the by-standers, 
he proposed to go on board as on a party of pleasure, and only 
to see a ship ; and without taking any thing with him, he carried MSrshood- 
his sonJnJaw, and a few of the most necessary servants, and 
getting into the feness, he reached the ship, which immediately 
drew up her anchor and made sail. In six days more she reached 
Machli-bender {Masulipatam). 

But the Governor’s anxieties soon returned upon him. He 
had left behind his whole family, his consort, and his riches, 
which last had been hoarded from long hand, and now amounted 
to a vast sum ; and this thought, but especially that of his consort 
and children, were enough to distract his mind. He, therefore,* 
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sent his son.in>law towards Sicacol /inj! Ghsajaad^-wbicii hreoitfdid 
frontiers of the Oressa^ to try what could be donei as those towns 
have a great intercourse with Catec. But Providence which 
watched ovez'that forlorn family, had already susckated asaviotlr 
for it, and this was the Radja or Prince of Ratip8r> who is 
Lord of Djagennat, a famous place of resort and' pilgrimages 
from all India, and where the diversity of clans so remarkable 
amongst Gentoos, and the shyness from each other which it 
produces, ceases at once by an ancient law, to make place for a 
mutual intercourse deemed obligatory in a sacred place hdd in 
the highest veneration. (8) This Gentoo Prince, who was a parti- 
cular friend of M8rsh8d-c8Iy-qhan, seemed to be an exception 
to the general run of mankind, as if he had gloried in being one 
of those few, who in the adverse fortunes of their benefactors; 
and friends, remember of former benefits and of former connect 
tions^ and act accordingly. Hearing of the late defeat, and con** 
eluding that the victorious would soon become masters of Catec, 
he sent a number of carriages, and a strong escort, with orders to 
bring every thing belonging to his friend out of that city. Tht 
whole was under the command of Sheh-morad, a trusty officer of 
his household, who arriving at the nick of time, took with him not 
only the forlorn family, and the treasures, but even the whole 
furniture, and every person or servant belonging to the Governor. 
Setting out without loss of time, he traversed the whole Oressa, 
and carried his charge safe to InchapSr, which is a town and 
district dependant on Sicacol and Gan jam ; and moreover he 
niained therfc on his master’s part to execute the Prince’s . com^ 
mands. By a further good luck, the Governor of the countzy 
happened to be Anver-eddin-qhan, who was an acquaintance of 
M8rsh8d-c81y-qhan, and who received that forlorn family as his 
guests, and took care to furnish it with every necessary and every 
conveniency in his power. Bakyr-aaly-qhan arriving a few days 
after, and finding his consort and wealth unexpectedly arrived 


(8) It is well known that the Gentoos not only abstain rl^oroually ftoth 
victuals have been prepared by an European, and also from hla <d6tli^, WSIbr, and 
utensils, and even house, 'but also, that they have the aatne il^yiidn mMgat thtf 


several clans themselves. But all that is over, the moment th^ mn DJ^enimt^QT 
even within sight of the Ox of Granite, which issues out of the steeple, liiere 
Gentoos eat in common 'with Mussulmen and (a mighty wondhr ! } victuals rc^y* 


^dressed are carried about in the streets. ' 
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alid e¥9i]r dan^r^ ^retumed tbanka lb Gcd Alnagkty 

for 80 sigbftl a deKveiy^ Ffomthence he sent his motfaer^ia^ 
law to her husbandi together with her funiture and treasuresi and 
after tanying a few days to hear from CateCi he returned to his 
father-in-law ; who finding himself in a country that jbelonged to 
Nisam-el-mulk| Viceroy of Decan, thought himself happy to have 
obtained shelter in his dominions, and he made a stay there to 
recover of his fatigues. But Aaly-verdy-qhan did not think of 
repose. 

Intent on availing himself of his success, he pushed on to 
Catec, where he stayed about a month to bring that country 
under control ; and this was not a difficult task, as he had lived a 
long while on those parts in the time of Shudjah-qhan and had 
had connections with every one of the Zemindars. He now sent 
for them, and after having spoken kindly to them all, and confer- 
red upon each in particular such favours as he seemed todeserve^ 
he dismissed them contented. Sending at the same time for his 
second son-in-law, S6id-ahmed-qhan, he appointed him Governorr 
General of the province, after having made him sit on the Mes- 
ned of command in his presence, and put on his shoulders the 
Qhylaat of that investiture. But as he did not trust altogether 
to the young officers which Seid-ahmed-qhan had put at the head 
of his own brigade, he gave the command of it to one of his own 
veteran officers, called Godjur-qhan, with permission to raise as 

many more troops as his Governor might think convenable. After 

' A&lv*v0nlv* 

all these arrangements, he quitted the Oressa, and took the road qhan leav» 

of M8rsh8d-abad, the capital of his dominions, where he graced jUthe^own" 

again by his presence, the Mesned of command and sovereignty, ment of the 

This time of recess he employed constantly in determining 
revenue matters, in disciplining and stationing his army, in eas- 
ing the husbandmen, and obliging every noble, and every plebeian, 
that had access to his person. He kept under his eyes his nephew, 
Mirza-mahmed, whom he had adopted, as well as his brother^ 
yet a , child, Which he had got adopted by his nephew, Nevazish- 
mahmed-qhan ; and he made it a point to have at his Court all Great re- 
tfae principal nobles and the chief men of the country, ad well as 
their principal relations and friends. As to the family of Ser^ qhan \o 
efiad-qhan, it was recommended to his elder son-in-law, who 
having obtained Nefissa-b^gum’s consentj carried her^te'^hia 



5EIR 


356 

palace^ where he adopted her for hie iiiQther» as shedidihiofi for 
her son. He gave her the whole management of bis seragUo, 
wiUi the absolute command of his inner household- . But what is 
extraordinary, this adoption did not extend to her > ever appearing 
in his presence, or to her ever been so much ai| aeoa^hy him- 
There always intervened a veil or a curtain between them^ even 
whilst she was rendering him an account of his family, and whilst 
the expressions of mother and son were continually interphans^g* 
The Princess had even an inspection over his consort, who.was 
daughter to Aaly-verdy-qhan, and her orders were executed 
without reference to him. She likewise conserved the Qbas-- 
taaloock, or personal demesnes of Djaafer*-qhanj her father, (a 
tract of ground that yielded a large revenue) with every land or 
house that had been bought by that Prince in his private capacity. 
To these Nevazish-mahmed-qhan never offered to touch, and she 
continued to enjoy them totally, being to the very last uBod^ with 
the utmost respect and deference both by him and by Aaly^verdy* 
qhan himself, neither of whom ever approached her without a 
profound bow, or ever offered to sit in her presence, without 
being bid. It happened that one of Ser-efraz-qhan’s concubines 
was delivered of a son, the vexy day on which he was slain ; and 
he was adopted by Nefissa-begum for her son, soon became an’ 
object of much regard for even Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, and care 
was taken to have him bred with as much attention as if he had been 
his own son. But as Ser-efraz-qhan had no married consort of 
his own rank, but only concubines, some of whom had been occa'^ 
sionally admitted to his bed, those that had any children by him 
were honourably dismissed to Djehanghir-nagar-Dacca, where he 
settled upon them such noble pensions, as put it in their power 
not only to live up to their rank, but also to assist others. In 
short, he declared himself the protector of all that had belonged 
to that unfortunate Prince, to every one of whom he allowed 
honourable salaries, whether they lived by themselves, or chose 
to take service with him, making it a point to renddr every one 
of them easy in his circumstances, and satisfied with’ his lot.^ And 
really Nevazish-mahmed-qhan's liberality was boundless. For 
I have heard it from people well informed and! worthy of credit, 
that he spent Thirty Thousand Rupees per month in supporting 
secretly poor widows, and old decrepit people;> exclusively erf 
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received pOOsibne^ubHcly; The bounties to nil these 'peoplOWWs 
every hionth in begs in his presencOi and respectively 
warde<l%y trusty eunuchs and old women, of his hotftehold. ‘ Me 
was, as We have said, Governor of the province of Dacca, with its 
annexes, to wit, the Fodjdaries of Silhut and Islam-abad, but^he 
lived at Court, as well as his Ntib or Lieutenant, Huss€in*^S}y- 
-So that the immediate management of those countries 
devolved on a Divan of Huss5in-c81y-qhan’s, who was called 
RSy-^gOcul-chund, a man of merit, who discharged that trust much 
to his credit and honour. At this same time Cassem-aaly-qhan, 
brother to Aaly^verdy-qhan*s consort, was appointed to the Fodj« 
daty of RungpSr, where he acquired both credit and riches. ( 9 ) 

Whilst such an important revolution was taking place in 
Bengali S 8 if-eddin-aali-qhan was Fodjdar or leather hereditaiy 
Governor of PSraniah, to which charge he had been appointed 
from the presence, so early as the times of Djaafer-qhan. This 
Lord, misled by appearances, had for some time taken Aaly-verdy« 
qhaii for a rebel, and in expectation of being supported by armies 
and Generals from the capital, he had given out that he was going 
to march against him, and to punish his rebellion ; but finding 
that he had greatly mistaken the case, and that no notice was 
taken of his intention, he concluded that such a rumour and such 
an intention had done him no good. To give, therefore, the best 
colouring to his behaviour, he counterfeited the mad man, and it 
was lucky for him that Aaly-verdy-qhan, who paid a great regard 
to his connections at Court, and to Emir-qhan, hi& brother, in 
particular, did not think it expedient to resent his conduct. 

We have left Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan in the possession of the 
Government of Azim-abad. This new Governor, who was a young 
man of great merit, and equal in every sense to the honours and 
the high office he enjoyed, having heard much of my father^ 
S 8 yd-hed^iet^aly-qhan, who commanded these many years in^ 
several districts of his Government, requested his attendance ^ 

<9) Tbif npblcniiaA was recalled under Mir-djaafer-qhan's first reign.. He bad 
concealed full, one Coror in bis zenana, some time before he had been put tO'dea^,. 
aa a near lelation of Aaly-verdy-qhan’s But Miren, son to Mir-djaafo*, no soonw 
heard of the board, than he wmt' himself to the zenana, took the money away^ ind 
moreofSr, deflowered two eli|f!n«‘dai^hters of the murdered nobltma&i r V ^ t . 
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and after having shewn him evejy mark of regard and esteem^ 
he offered him the office of Paymaster of the province. Provi- 
dence, '' said he, having bestowed this country and this 
power, on** this your. brother (meaning himself), it becomes us 
** to join our efforts in disciplining the army, and in adjustiiigthe 
arrangement of this country together ; and it is incumbent upon 
'' us to manage in such a manner, as that we may become an 
object of envy to our jealous, and of approbation and exultation 
** to our friends and patrons. ” To these he added many other 
expressions of kindness, calculated to promote affection and zeal, 
and he acted up to his expressions, loading my father with honours 
and favours ; so that their union became every day closer and 
closer. That young prince who sought merit wherever it could 
be found, applied also to Aaly-verdy-qhan, his uncle, for an 
able Minister, who had been formerly Divan to himself. It was 
Ray-chintaman-doss ; and as soon as he had him, he conferred 
on him the management of the finances of the whole province. 
Nor is so much discernment to surprise in so young a man. 
Although in the prime of life, he was endowed with many 
valuable qualifications ; resolute and courageous, very sensible in 
his deportment, very regular in his transacting business, and 
very modest and decent in his way of life, firm in his command, 
yet civil, and of so engaging a behaviour as seemed calculated to 
acquire every one's love and affection.’ When his uncle quitted 
Azim-abad on his expedition to Bengal, he had been followed out 
of affection by several Zemindars of the province, for instance, 
by Radja Sender-sing, the Brahman Zemindar of the District of 
Mog, and by the two Zemindars of Turhut-semdi, who were 
originally of the Bety clan, and had lately become converts to 
Mussulmanism. All these, after performing their part in the 
expedition, now returned to their home, loaded with favours, 
and rich presents in jewels, horses, and elephants ; but so sooU 
as they ivere arrived, they were taken in the Governor's ser* 
vice, where they became objects of his favour and attention, in 
proportion to the services they had rendered his uncle* And 
indeed gratitude, as well as a civility without bounds, seeiAed to 
be hereditary virtues in that family. For although both the uncle 
and the nephew had been suddenly raised to the summit of power 
and honours, they possessed this last qualification, as well as that 
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their eontemporari^s^/ a^d not one of the ihiddlitig sovereigns of 
these times oan be compared to them. A complete remembrance 
of every one's servicci and a sincere regard to every bne^s meritSi 
formed a leading feature in their character ; nor do I remember to 
have seeUi or to have heardi that they had been equalled by any 
one in my timCj or by any one that I could hear mentioned of 
former times. This young Governor in particular was fond of 
shewig' his gratitude ; and as his mother and the poor man's 
mother were daughters of the same maternal uncle, and my 
mother in some fits of tenderness had often given him of her 
milk, he made it a point to shew his remembrance of that favour, 
by shewing me, the poorman, so much regard and attention, as 
hardly could have been expected from an affectionate real brother. 
In the middle of so much pomp and power, he was pleased to 
remember of it, so far, as to associate the poor man’s whole family 
in the cares of Government, i.e., in easing the husbandman's 
burthens, rendering justice attentively, and in obliging everyone 
according to his rai>k. My father, his two brothers, the poor man’s 
unworthy self, and all our relations, partook of his attention and 
power, and wer^ we or any other, as historian, to launch out in the 
laudable qualifications, which nature had bestowed on Aaly-verdy- 
qhan,: and. his three grandsons and nephews, or to hint at the 
many encomiums which they so richly deserve, our mention would 
swell into the size of a book, and our sincerity, although so well 
grounded, wquld incur suspicion, or be ascribed to interested 
motives. . We shall, therefore, leave the reader to make his own 
mind on that subject, by kindly attending to our narrative of the 
principal events of their administration. 

We have left Aaly-verdy-qhan, conqueror of the Oressa, 
but anxious to return to his capital, and leaving in his new con- 
quest, a young, unexperienced grandson and nephew, to whom 
he thought he had formed a council of administration. Strange 
to say, the young Governor listened to counsels of parsimony ahd 
frugality. He,, undertook to diminish the pay of the tropps, and 
to turtidl the; salaries and emoluments of all those that had been 
left nearhis person, on purpose to insure his personal security,* 
and the welfare of his Government. But such schemes of pat« 
simony Could find no favour, and even no acquiescence, with men 
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^ho had quitted their friends and homes, in h^^es of 
their fortunes, and thought themselves entitled to mpr^ regs^i 
being ancient servants of the family. On the other hand^ 
natives of the new conquered province, who offered the\]|^ se^is^s 
Jn their stead, could not but relish a scheme that added a 
from Government to all the conveniencies of living at. home. If o 
wonder after that, if most of the officers and soldiers, had 
come over with the young Governor's uncle, and had been left 
with him, quitted the service one after another, and saw their 
places successively filled people living in the province. To 
this error in politics was added another equally pernicious. A 
number of officers and commanders, who had made Aeir fortunes 
with the dispossessed Governor, were suffered to remain in the 
city of Catec, where they lived quietly, but where they secretly 
cherished an attachment to their old master, and especially tp 
Mirza-bakyr, his son-in-law ; nor was the conduct of the young 
Prince in other respects calculated to diminish their disaffections. 
There came at that very time to Catec, a certain Fakir, or vagar 
bond friar, called Shah Yahya, a man who having once been ip 
the same school with the young Prince, at Shah-djeban-abad, had 
of course acquired an intimacy with him. This man after run« 
ning all over the Decan, now made his appearance at Catec, 
where he soon became a favourite, and a bosom friend with his 
old acquaintance. This Fakir was far from being either a virtuous 
man or a good natured one, and as the young Governor was then 
in the fervour of youth, and surrounded by every allurepient that 
could intoxicate with the fumes of power and sovereignty, he WPS 
the readier to catch the infection infused by his new favourite. 
This man instilled into his youthful mind certain nptions of 
inventing accusations against rich men, as if guilty of concealing 
money or wealth belonging to the dispossessed Governor. Such 
accusations afforded pretences, not only for confinin|[ apd .ill- 
using their persons, but also for sending garrisops info their- 
Enormous hpuses, and c^riying women from thence, for Ap pretended ppr- 
^^lonsat hparing confessiqns, apd ex^acting inquiries. This 

manege went so far that a rich man was sure of being rpputed to 
have an inimical hoard at home, and a woman, reported tp jiaye 
a beautiful face, or an elegant shape, or even a sjk^p partiqu^prly 
satined, never failed to be^sent for. The Fakir h^dj^^ bepl^pfi p 
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iklh at ferreting ont dueh beautiful womeiii wherever they could 
be heard of; and by siich and the like arts, he ingratiated hihi. 
self 80 deeply in his master’s fjivour, that his orders came to be 
uniiversally obeyed. His house had become a tribunal of inquisi- 
tion, where the business of scourging and torturing went on 
re^^Iarfy. So that the cries of the oppressed reached the cupola 
of heaven. Matters went so far, that numbers of men of station 
and character, who after having once been concerned in the 
management of the old Governor’s finances, had been forgiven 
certain balances said to be due by them, were now taken to task, 
and obliged to pay those balances to the treasury of the new 
Government. So many violences excited a general indignation. 

The Government became detested, conspiracies were formed, and 
the citizens of the conquered capital, resolving to rid themselves 
of so much oppression, joined together unanimously ; and one 
would have taken them to have had amongst themselves but one 
head, one tongue, one heart, and one arm. Nor was this union 
difScult, or the execution of such a project dangerous. By this 
time very few of the old servants had remained with the new 
Governor ; even GSdjur-qhan’s troops did not amount to above 
three hundred horsemen. His new servants had filled all the 
departhients, and the few musqueteers and troops kept on foot, 
iitere mostly composed of natives, i,e., of old servants of M 8 r- 
shSd-c^ly-qhah’s ; and to erdwn all that, both military and citizens 
v^ere in their hearts idolising Mirza-bakyr’s character and person. 

The conspirators, therefore, found it no difficult matter to con- 
cert their measures, especially as the young Governor, who had a 

already lived a whole year in the country without hearing of any strong con- 
commotions, thought himself perfectly secure. It was at this last ®P‘*’**^^^* 
moment of slumber that the heavens that seemed hitherto so 
serene, wel^ overcast at once, and produced that storm which 
w 6 ' afe going to mention in detail. 

Mina-bakyr, refugied in Decan, had not given himself up 
to resignation and rest. Instigated by his own fiery temper, 
he was eterh^dly instigating his father-in-law. The recovery of 
his Goverhnient, the conquest of Bengal, and a full retribution 
for SbrMefraz-i^hin’s' fnurder, were points dear to his heart, and 
objedfi^ 6 h which he was continually brooding. But MSrshSd- 
c 8 Iy-<|htffiV ihbr 6 eifperi^^nted, arid' ihore mistrustful of the ^es, 
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did not think either his own ^w^r, or even his talents^ equal^.to 
such mighty schemes ; and wrapping his feet within the qnilt^of 
resignation^ he disapproved of all those ambitious vieivs. ■ The 
young man "repulsed here, resolved to try his fortune on his^own 
private accounti and he exerted himself with s5 much skill as 
well as warmth, that he found means to attach to his cause a 
number of persons of all sorts in those southern countries, and 
even to establish a regular correspondence between himself and 
the city of Catec. As there were several Zemindaries and several 
Lordships, that bordered on the Oressa, he came and settled in 
those parts ; and he found means to ingratiate himself ‘ so well 
with the courtiers, merchants, bankers, and commanders of those> 
frontiers, that he was daily informed of what was going on at 
Catec. Finding that both the military corps, as well as all the 
departments of the State, and even the young Prince’s house- 
hold, were composed mostly of natives, he established a regular 
correspondence with them, and by their means soon found out 
how much the new Government was detested, and how much 
the old one, and his own person, were regretted. All these mat- 
ters having been thoroughly investigated, and all the concerned 
ones having been confirmed in their views by promises and a 
variety of incentives, he one day informed them, that the business 
in question would never be brought to perfection, unless a way 
was found to fall upon G8djur*qhan and his troops ; or they con- 
trived some other method to rid themselves of them, by rising 
suddenly upon them, as well as upon some others that were not 
of their mind. The hint was approved, and one day they raised 
a sedition. The people assembled everywhere, crying against op- 
pression. The tumult grew considerable, and the new Governor 
being awakened from his lethargy, sent G8djur-qhan, with orders 
to inquire into the subject, and to appease the tumult by fair 
words, if possible. But the tumult had risen to a height ; cries 
were heard in every street, and the sedition blazing out in every 
place, seemed to threaten a revolution. It was too^Iate to think 
of remedying such evils. A general detestation of tyranny, with 
an indignation, universal, had pervaded alL tajiks, and. tlii% nd^ 
thing could equal, but the universal desire of returning to their 
old masters, and of having again Mifka^bakyri Among the con^ , 
spirators, none cut so capital a figure> as tiiat same 
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who iiad: saved MSrsbSd^cSlj^-q^n’a family at, the very. ,of 
time^ From a simple equery to Ser-efraz-qhan, he had worked 
himself into so much consideration all over the countiyi that he 
was . now one of the most considerable men in the province, and 
he beaded a party very inimical to the new Government. In 
short, Heaven itself seemed to favourise the revolution, and this 
seemed to have been deferred only by one day. For the next 
morning, as G8djur-qhan was going to the Governor’s palace, 
with bis ordinary retinue, he was set upon by the seditious, and 
tom to pieces in the middle of a street. In an instant, the sedi- 
tious spread a rumour thoughout the city that Mirza-bakyr was 
in town. By this time the sedition became general, and proper 
persons having been dispatched to that young nobleman, who 
had been always upon the wing, and who possibly was even 
within the province, he soon made his appearance in the outskirts 
of the city. From thende he sent word to his confederates, that’ 
as the gates were in the possession of some old soldiers of the 
enemy’s, they must manage so, as to frighten them into a sur- 
render of the keys ; or, if possible, so as to gain them to their 
party, as this would prove conducive to the scheme of seizing 
SSyd-ahmed-qhan’s person. Instantly the citizens, and the people 
about this young man, who were all of the complot, sent word to 
the few musqueteers that held the gates for him, That if they 
** set them open directly, quarter would be given them ; else, if they 
M waited until Mirza-bakyr should force them open, then they 
mig^ depend upon receiving the treatment they deserved.” 

The poor people, sensible of their small number, and intimidated 

by the threats of the multitude that surrounded them, paid no 

attention to the entreaties and promises of their young master, 

and they opened the gates; after which most of them^nixed with 

the insurgents. Mirza-bakyr, who was at hand, and very active 

in hU motions, immediately entered the city ; and going to the 

palace, he seized and confined Seyd-ahmed-qhan. After which 

ha sat on the latter’s Mesned, received the respects of the prin- Mlrza-bakjrr 

cipal men of the city, ordered his prisoner to be close confined 

to ' his apartment, and then took possession of his treasures and 

furniture. He likewise sent the prisoner’s consort, children and' 

family, into confinement at the fortress of Bara-baty. Some time 

before the revolutioui notice bad been taken of the alteration in v* 



THE &I&IR 


3^4 

tile cotttitenande of the new troops, as welt tik ttt Miri^awfeidEfy^s 
approach ; and the whole, as wetl as GSdjur^qhan's death; Had 
been imparted to Aaly<verdy-qhan,^ who on the first intelligence 
received, had ' quitted the city and encamped in the outskirts ; 
from whence he was going to depart in haste, with what troops 
were at hand, in order to su'pport his nephew, When a nimoiir 
spread that he was a prisoner ; and this intelligence being Con- 
firmed by spies, it made him suspend his departure. Me had 
doubts in his mind, and could not understand how such a mighty 
revolution could have been compassed without its being secretly 
supported by Nizam-el-mulk, Viceroy of Decan, who possibly 
might be still at the botLom of this affair. Such an interference 
rendered the matter of the utmost consequence, and required to 
be maturely weighed, and vigorously provided against. Being, 
therefore, uncertain in his own iniitJ, he consultations with 

his Ministers of State, and his principal relations, amongst which 
last the young Governor’s mother .xold o ver^ h'gh rank in Aaly- 
verdy-qhan’s opinion, who paid her as nmeh respect as if she had 
been hi:> own mother. The young me n the most beloved of 
her three sons, and had engrossed hei affections so far, that she 
had totally s. t her heart upon him. The Princess being joined by 
her husband, Hadji Ahmed, spoke much of the revolution, exag- 
gerated its consequence, and at last she entreated the Viceroy to 
leave the Government of Oressa to Mirza-bakyr, as a compensa- 
tion for his releasing his pri^^ner, with his whole family ; and 
they both contended that this \/as the best party. Aaly-vci^dy- 
qhan was by no means of such an opinion. He firmly believed, 
that to yield to Mirza-bakyr would affect his honour, and shake 
the columns of his pov/er and administration ; and on thef other 
hand, Mustapha-qhan who was his principal Commander, and a 
man strongly attached to him, was of the same opinion, and urged 
him to come forth, and to avenge his cause by main force, and 
with sabre in hand. Aaly-verdy-qhan having taken sothe days 
to perpend the matter in his own mind, preferred war*to peie'e, 
and gave his orders accordingly. 

As there was a suspicion that Mirza-bakyr was undei^hSind sup- 
ported by Nizam-el-mulk, and the releasing the ybuhg GW^erhor 
was thought a difficult object, which enhanced the importance df 
the expeditiony the .gMatest ej^rts were made iti rming dftd 
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assembii^ trocqi^i and in pn^vidiiig storey. The Vksein^ije«i$€lned 
to his Commanders to assemble such corps as were at 

hand| without waiting for those new troops that might be foithr 
coming, in hopes of getting service ; as they might join by the 
way. Accordingly, Mustapha-qhan was ordered to augment his 
brigade to five thousand horse, Shimshir-qhan to three thousand, 
Serdar-qhan to two thousand, Umer-qhan to three, AtaoUah-* 
qhan to two, Ha!der-c81y-qhan, Fakir-ollah-beg-qhan, and Mir* 
dj.aaffer-qhan, to a thousand each, Mir-sherf-eddin, and Shah- 
mahmed-maasSm to five hundred each, and Amanet-qhan, o£ 

Narndul, to a thousand and five hundred, Mir-cazem-qhan to two 
hundred, and Bahadyr-aaly-qhan, Inspector of the heavy artillery, 
to five hundred. Fateh-rao the Paymaster, and Chebidun, with 
some other Gentoo officers, were ordered to raise fifty thousand 
musqueteers. All these preparatives being made, Aaly-verdy-qhan 
took his leave of his brother, Hadji Ahmed, as well as of his 
consort. He seemed deeply affected, and at parting he was heard 
to say 2 That if he ever returned at all from that expedition, it 
would be with their son \ else, he would never shew thf*m his, 
face again. He left his eldest nephew, Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, 
in the city at the head of five thousand horse and ten thousand 
foot, with orders to take care of the Government in his absence ; 
and after having spied a favourable moment in the stars, he 
departed at the head oi twenty thousand horse, old troops, and 
he advanced by continual marches, dragging along his light and 
heavy artillery. On approaching the frontier, he published that intoOressa. 
he would give One Lac of Rupees to whosover would rescue his 
nephew, and bring him to camp, and if it should happen to be 
a Commander of a corps, he would, over and above that sum, 
present each of his men, with two months’ pay. Such mighty 
preparatives could not long remain concealed from Mirza-bakyr. 

The enemy's superior power had intimidated him ; he seemed tq 
hav^ abated much pf confidence, and was at a loss how to 
manage. However, as he was now thoroughly embarked in the 
enterprise, he resolved to stand it out. For this purpose, be 
drew put of the city of Cateq what forces he could muster, and 
chp^ing a post beyond the Maha-nudda, at a small distance from 
tl^.city, he intrenched himself there with his back to the river, 
wldUf: his front was surrounded by his lines and defended -by 
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small and large artillery. His camp/ind baggage he left at about 
three or four cosses behind, together with his prisoner. The 
latter was in a Rutt, or four-wheeled carriage, covered all over 
with a white ' cloth, which was surmounted by a network of 
strong cord, that embraced the whole coach. Two TSranian 
Moghuls were placed with the prisoner within the coach, with 
orders to fall upon him with their poniards, and put him to death, 
the moment they should see any of the enem/s troops at hand. 
Five hundred Decanian troopers were likewise placed round the 
coach, with orders, the moment they should see the enemy draw, 
near, to run each his spear through the coach, and then make the 
best of his vray to their main, if they could ; else, they were to 
provide for their own safety, in what manner soever they should 
think fit. Aaly-verdy-qhan being informed of all these particulars, 
set apart some trusty officers and troops with orders, the moment 
they should perceive a fluctuation and a disorder in the enemy’s 
ranks, to run full speed, vrheel round their rear, and fall upon 
that part of the camp w’here they would spy the white coach ; 
after which it would become easy to rescue the prisoner. 
Having said so much, he set out himself after midnight, and by 
the dawn of the day, he found himself close to the enemy’s 
intrenchment. This sight surprised the intrenched troops, and 
their spirits were daunted at the enemy’s numbers and military 
array. The dismay was so great, that hardly a few cannon-balls 
and rockets had been sent amongst them, than they fell into 
confusion, and thought only of saving themselves. The enemy 
emboldened by this trepidation, rushed into the river, attacked 
the intrenchment by its rear (and this was covered only by the 
stream) and broke into it in shoals. The intrenched troops daunt- 
Bakyr-aaly- much daringness, thought only of retreating and flying, 

qhan defeated, gy ^hig time Mustapha-qhan and Mir-djaaffer-qhan, who had 
been appointed for rescuing the prisoner, had already advanced 
on the rear of the enemy, and were now at half an hour’s distance 
from the wished for spot. But here Mahmed-aamir-qhan, brother 
of Mir-djaaffer-qhan’s consort, parted company with them, and 
with two officers, called Assalet-qhan and Dilir-qhan, both Sons 
to Omer-qhan, and a few others, who to the nuniber of ten men, 
resolved to share his danger, he advanced some hundred paces 
before the rest ; and he was the very first who broke into the 
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enemy’s camp in search of die white coach. This was pointed 
out to him by a young mani whom he found therCi and who 
happened to be son to a person in the prisoner’s service ; and to 
that part this daring troop turned directly. This was no sooner 
observed by the five hundred Marhatta troopers, than they came 
close to the coach, and each of them ran his spear through, and 
turning about, put spurs to his horse immediately and fled with 
all his might. These numerous spears run through the. coach, 
had no other effect, than that of killing one of the two Moghuls, 
who were sitting with the prisoner, with orders to dispatch him, 
and wounding the other. The wounded man seeing no end to 
the repeated strokes, and finding that spears were endlessly run 
through the coach, stretched himself at whole length, and covered 
his body with the corpse of his companion. By one of those 
good lucks, for which there is no accounting, it happened that 
the prisoner himself squatted likewise as low as he could, and 
received no harm at all. At this critical moment those twelve 
heroes arrived, and cutting through the network, they lifted up 
the curtain, and were immediately recollected by the prisoner, 
who thanked them for their timely interposition, and loaded them 
with encomiums. Mahmed-aamin-qhan, who thought the moment 
precious, jumped down from his horse, and taking the prisoner 
by the hand, he bid him mount instantly ; but whilst they were 
exchanging a few words, with their backs turned, the wounded 
Moghul jumped out at the opposite door, and nimbly vaulting upon 
the horse, he fled with the rapidity of lightning, aivd soon had 
joined the Marhattas, leaving the twelve men much surprised 
and confounded at the man’s alertness. The surprise was fol- 
lowed by a peel of laughter, and even by the sense of admiration, 
at the man’s presence of mind. However, as another horse was 
Wanting, Dilir-qhan alighted, and made the prisoner mount ; and 
as the Bengal detachment was now in sight, Mir-djaaffer pushed 
forward, and having been reconnoitred by Mahmed-aamin-qhan 
and his troops, they felicitated him on the recovery of his kinsman, 
and brought him to the coach. That General no sooner fixed 
the prisoner, than he alighted instantly, made the prisoner mount 
on the elephant, and mounted himself behind to protect his per- 
son. It was thus that by a singular dispensation of Providence, 
a youth devoted to death long ago, and which waited only for 

SO 


The young 
Prince, against 
all probability, 
is found alive 
and safe. 
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the £a^l stroke, is tlie next hour c^lephaiit, 

in pomp and ceremony, viewed with awe an<l^ admiralionj and 
held up as a Lord over mankind. . People who came to hear of 
so strange a delivery, thronged in shoals to. have oo^y;a sigl^t of 
him ; and as soon as they could descry l^im from aff^,, 
incline their heads to the ground in tpken of respect,, and l^i» 
their thumbs to express their wonder and attachment. Adinirable 
are Thine ways, Oh Almighty Lord, owner of all the kingdoms 
on earth I (lo) JFfe bestows dominion on whom He pleases, Ifthes it 
from whom He pleases, raises to honour whom He chooses, and 
depresses to the ground whom He chooses. Every, one is in His 
hand, and truly His power is capable of everything. Instantly 
some swift horsemen were dispatched to Aaly-verdy-qhan.with 
the tidings that his beloved grandson was safe, apd the young 
man making his appearance a few. moments after, alighted' and 
made a profound bow to his grandfather and uncle* T]he Vicer 
roy, on his drawing nearer, drew him to his bosom, embraced 
him tenderly but in silence, and he filled brimful the measure of 
his wishes, by keeping the youth fpr some nunptes close to his 
breast ; after which giving reins to h^:^ satisfaction, he ordered 
his tent to be pitched on that very spot, commanded th/^ military 
music to strike up, and sent the young Prince to the. bath, where 
he was to be dressed in a clean apparel. As soon as .saw.him 
conieoutof that place, he got him dressed in a, Princely Qhylaat,^ 
and after adorning his person with a variety of jewels of^immen^ 
value, such as a Serpich, a Djica, a Calghi^ and ja.C^haplet of large, 
pearls, he took him by the hand, conducted hiix|L to- the Mesned 
of command and dominion, made him sit thereon, and ordered the 
principal persons of his Court and army to offer him their Nuzurs# 
and to pay him their homages. This ceremony having produced 
a large sum of money, the whole of it was distributi^d to a,.^n^m- 
her of needy persons, who were requested tp lookr upon it as a 
charity of ^ good omen ; and as soon as they .w^ere retiree^ some 
accommodations and carpets were, spread for thp&e . pre^nt, and 
alt joined in ofjE^ing up a thanksgiving praype for so signal a 

(ioj Sentence of the Coran in Arabic. The kissing of the thumb is not a 
custom of Indian origin. It has been imported by the Mahometans of • Ari^la, who 
kiss their Oivml’s.pf the Npon^-day prayers on Friday, ^ whan appreoationaare pro*, 
nounced for h^o^qjined. 
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iMiVccy. Immediately a number of carriages were <fispatche^ 
tinder a strung escort to Bara^ati, for bringing from thence die 
ydung Prince’^ coi^sort, with his children and faihily ; but thi^, 
howevbri could not be effected without much difficulty. The 
left !il that fortress by Mir^a-bakyr, was divided in two 
patties. Ulo^e that had ill used, and even insulted their prisoners i 
and feared a return in kind from the conquerors, were for keep- 
ing their gates shut up ; those, on the contrary, who had used 
them kindly, were for setting them open, in hopes of being re- 
ivarded on both accounts. This party, however, prevailed at last ; 
the gates were set open, and the prisoners delivered to the es- 
cort. These were the young Prince’s consort, with his family 
and dependants ; and these being put upon veiled carriages, were 
brought to the Camp of the victorious, where a set of convenable 
tents had been pitched within an enclosure for their use ; and it 
was then that those parbhed hearts, that had wandered so long 
in the dreary desert of absence, and sobbed in the wilderness of 
separation, noW quenched their thirst by gulping down in long 
draughts the cooling sherbet of a completion of wishes. A few 
days after, the Viceroy presented his nephew with such articles as 
he stood in need of, aiid were necessary to a person of his exalted 
rank, such as elephants and horses, arms and accoutrements, 
saddles and trappings, a wardrobe, complete, a set of jewels of 
^arioiis sorts, and a great ^number of other conveniencies ; and 
when he saw him convenably equipped, he dismissed him with a 
deal of distinction, wishing him a happy journey to M8rsh8d-abad, 
where he was to pay his respects to his parents, to ovcynvhelm their 
hearts with a Hood of joy, and above all, to rescue from the pangs 
6f sepatatioh and the agonies of deep-felt woe, a disconsolate 
mother who since his captivity had abstained from the light of the 
day, and had reckoned herself as one in the grave. The unfor- 
tuhate Princess did not know as yet, that Providence, in compas- 
sion to her sufferings, had by ways of his own, brought about an 
opportunity* of lighting the taper of content and joy to the wick 
of hS^ fong-wished arrival, and to illuminate by the beams of h^s 
pr^senc^y that night of darkness that had surrounded her exist- 
ence. As sdOn as the young Prince was departed, he Was followed 
by ^»t of the army and by the Vfcero/s heavy baggage, who' 
Iflfottght ptop^r to tarry in the country with a body of five 
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thousand *horse^ and his best officers ; his intention being ta see 
the country entirely quieted, and its revenues and finances itpOn 
a proper footing. As soon as this end was obt^ned, he ^conler- 
red the Lieutenancy of the country on an officer of distinction, 
called Moqhless-aaly-qban, whom he appointed Deputy to the 
young Prince, gave him a body of troops, and took his departure 
for Bengal. However, a few days after, he altered bis mind, and 
on the recommendation of Mustapha-qhan, an Afghan General, 
for whom he had the highest regard, he recalled the Deputy of 
his own nomination, and gave his office to Sheh-mahmed-maasSm 
of PanipSt, a friend of the Viceroy's and a Commander of emi- 
nence, who bore a great character for both valour and conduct. 
The new Deputy-Governor followed for some days the Viceroy 
in his journey to receive his instructions, and also his Qhylaat of 
investiture ; and as soon as this end was accomplished, he return- 
ed to Catec with such a body of veteran troops, as were thought 
adequate to his exigencies. The Viceroy, after having dismissed this 
Commander with distinction and honour, continued his journey, 
shortening his distance every day. He had with him his epnsort, 
with his grandson and nephew, Mirza-mehmed, since Seradj- 
ed-doula ; and he turned his journey into a continual sporting, 
shooting and hunting, being exceedingly fond of that amusement. 

Whilst Aaly-verdy-qhan was occupied in conquering the 
Oressa, and in rescuing his grandson and nephew from the bonds 
of captivity, Zin-eddin-ahnied-qhan, ’his other grandson and 
nephew, Viceroy of Azim-abad, was undertaking an expedition 
against those restless refractory inhabitants of the BodjpSr, in the 
province of !^hah-abad, where Radja Gorut-sing, and Bab8-advent- 
sing, two powerful Zemindars or Princes, had been committing 
this longwhile the most enormous excesses, acting entirely, as if 
they had been independent. So much guilt, and so much, 
contempt of authority deserved to be chastised in an examplary 
manner. But as my honoured father, the illustrious and valiant 
Hedaiet-aaly-qhan, had great possessions in that epuntry, and 
these as well as his high character, added to the authority which 
always attends a command of long standing, had given him a 
victorious sway in that province, it was expected that he would, 
not fail to cut an eminent figure in that expedition. . But.it was 
for these very advantages he had become an eyesore to 
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Chintaitten-das, ancient Divan and servant of the young Viceroy, a 
Gentaoy whose pride was wounded besides by the high influence 
which' that nobleman had likewise acquired over the whole army as 
Well as over the young Viceroy^'^in virtue of his office of Paymaster* 
General (Major-General) of the forces* So many advantages^ 
and so much lustre in a single man, was that the cankered heart 
of the Gentoo could not bear, and he made use of his ascendant 
over his master’s mind, to thwart my father’s views of illustration 
and fame, and to bring him under the lash of some well-managed 
mortification. As he had his master’s ear at command, he gave 
him to understand That Seyd-hedaiet-aaly-qhan was so much 
respected by all the Zemindars of that country, and likewise 
•* so much considered by his master, that these people had very 
naturally turned the eye of hope towards that nobleman ; and 
** that the latter having from a length of time connections with 
'' them, he 'would to all appearance become a powerful intercessor 
in their behalf, so soon as he should see them in some danger ; in 
which case His Highness would find that, after spending a deal 
** of money, and undergoing much bodily labour, in a campaign 
** likely to be very fatiguing, he would be obliged to grant those 
people a full pardon, and to reinstate them in their possessions, 
without reaping any other fruit from all his toiling but a few 
concessions on their part, and some barren submissions. That 
** such would prove the end of his campaign, no man in his senses 
would deny, who knew that how ready soever Zemindars might 
** be to shake the yoke and to assume an independence on the 
slightest, it was a standing rule with them to spbmit on the 
slightest reverse which they experienced, and to spend rather 
“ immense sums to procure a protector, than to pay to their 
** master a small sum as his due. It is then expedient,” added 
he, ** that Hedaiet-aaly-qhan, who certainly shall interfere, were it 
** but to raise his character, and to whose solicitations you shall 
not be willing to resist, should take his residence at some 
** greater distance from you ; and this you may easily compass, 

** by making use of soft expressions.” Such insinuations operat- 
ed their full effect on the young Viceroy’s mind, and as he had 
already thoughts of sending that nobleman into the country of 
Narhut^semdi^ to accustom those people to order, and to insure 
the revenue, he requested his repairing thither as soon as 
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{lodsible ; and he . invented Inm for 'tliAt purpose with full 
coinnnand. He added, ^^That as his mind was not easy (mthea^ 
districts, as well as that of Afug, where Radja^ iSunder-sing, a 
** powerful Zemindar, was possessed of a great extent of ground 
at the foot of the hills, and had but too many connections with 
the powers on the other side of that chain, he wished to have 
there a person of character and abilities, accustomed tomanAge 
Zemindars. That he requested, therefore, his repairing td that 
command immediately, and his keeping a watchful eye on that 
spot, as this would prove the only expedient for easing his 
mind, and letting him depart satisfied on his own expedition 
** about Shah-abad and Rhotass. But that as on the other hand, 
his absence would cause many inconveniencies to him, he had 
contrived to lessen them, by requesting that meanwhile his 
younger brother, Mehdi-nessar-qhan, might exercise, as Deputy 
to his elder, his office of Paymaster-General of the army.” Such 
a speech from a master and Lord implied a full command, and 
Heda7et-aaly-qhan, although fully apprised from whence came thtf 
shaft, smiled consent, and appointed his younger brother to act aS 
his Deputy in his absence ; after which he departed to the spot 
allotted to his care. Meanwhile the Governor having set out oh 
his expedition with a good army and a train of artillery, sooh 
found means to humble entirely the refractory Zemindars of that 
country, who really deserved all the ru^n that befell them. Few 
of the merchants of that district, few of its inhabitants, had not 
felt their exactions, and hardly any traveller could venture tof 
pass through «their lands, without being stripped, and in case of 
resistance, murdered. It would require a volume to enumerate' 
the many violences, and the many extortions they were perpetual- 
ly putting in practice against all mankind. At last after two 
engagements, that cost much blood, and two sieges that consumq^ 
much time, the refractory Zemindars were driven from their 
strongholds, their castles and habitations were destroyed,* and 
the country was freed from their incursions and eternaf violences. 
The young Viceroy having rid himself of these troublesome op- 
pressors, turned his views towards quieting the country, traUquil-' 
Hsing the minds of the husbandmen, establishing a.revenue, aOd 
resuscitating the finances. 

These had been this longwhile entirely governed by'aO'bfiicA^ 
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qI conse^liieiice; called,|t4>0l^ea>qhan>tenlii«.an Afgj|^nt.ivh<i4oQ^ih 
character amon|^st Jiis,countrymen for valour aadcondac^ and bad) 
acquired a gjeat renown in the contiguous provinces of Hah^abad' 
and Arhprabad, where he had great connections with all their 
Zeinindars^ being a coinplete master of the art of always- seeming 
to bepf their opinion^ and of uniting with them, whenever he couldt 
not subdue them by main force. This man had objections, to 
the extirpation of the Zemindars of Shah-abad. on his own pri-^ 
vate account,, and he thought it inexpedient besides, and danger^ 
ou8| if not in^>ossibIe, as to their unbounded influence in their 
own esrtensive possessions^ they joined connections of long-stand-* 
ifig with the independent Zemindars and Princes on the other 
side of the mountainous country. He, therefore, made several visits*, 
to the young Viceroy, to whom he urged strong representations^ 
on. the subject. He enlarged upon the many inconveniencies that 
would attend the expedition, or necessarily result from* it, and! 
made it a request that a full pardon should be granted them,, andf 
that they might be reinstated in their principalities. The re-, 
quest , was not of a nature to be suddenly granted,, the more so^ . 
as meanwhile letters and messages were perpetually passing and*, 
repassing between the Zemindars and him. But independently 
of that, his requests were urged with so much forwardness, and ; 
u^ttered with such a tone of voice, as could not but give offence ' 
to a young man naturally haughty and imperious, both from actual ‘ 
possession of power, and from a consciousness of adequate abil-r. 
ities. His displeasure becoming the more sensible, as the 
presentations became more importunate, his sense of them was - 
soon perceived by some others who took care to envenom matters. 
One day the dialogue between the Viceroy and the Afghan be*, 
coming much warmer than usual, the Afghan who looked only on 
the. Viceroy’s years, without stretching his apprehension further, 
niade use of such expressions as the other neither could nor would 
bear. The man, accustomed to live in the country, had the ruatic 
boldness to express hiipself in these very terms : Vou are yet a : 
child, and have net seen, the world ; nor have you any idea jof the!', 
revolutions so common in it; nor do you yet know. of all the-^^ 
difference ^between day and night. Believe me, listen to my\ 
regnests tq-day ; else, a time may come when you .shall wish to. 
hqive done it^ Such expressions, delivered with so much rusticity ^ 
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and freedom, could not but shock the^iceroy; his very indepehd-^ 
ence took* the alarm, and he resolved to make an example of 
that ferocious^ insolent man. For. that purpose, he made use of 
an officer who had always commanded with honour, and this was 
Mir-codret-ollah, son to Shah-$hukur-olIah, the Cadyri Fakir ; and 
to him he joined another resolute man, Hassen-beg, who had been 
Governor of the Castle of Mongher. The opportunity soon pre- 
sented itself. The Afghan having come in the evening to pay 
his court to the Viceroy^ and waiting with some impatience the 
moment of his appearing in the tent of audience, he was suddenly 
set upon by those two men, who dispatched him in an instant. 
He was become so very corpulent that he could not get up from 
his seat, but was overthrown at once ; and it was in that situation 
he plunged at one dip into endless eternity. 

It was in that expedition that the Viceroy, after exhibiting 
himself proofs of valour and conduct, thought proper to remem- 
ber my paternal uncle, Mehdi-nessar-qhan, who had rendered 
considerable services in it, and had so much recommended him- 
self to his notice that, with the consent of my father, he was 
invested with the high office of Paymaster-General of the forces. 
Not content with giving him that investiture, with the usual cere- 
monies of a Qhylaat, or dress of honour, an elephant, a sabre, a 
horse, and some other presents, he took care to distinguish him 
by the richness and elegance of the dress, to which he added, in 
full audience, a request to live with him as his friend, and to be 
of his family. The offer was received with becoming respect, 
and he was henceforward treated with a consideration which soon 
distinguished him from all his friends. And indeed, he richly 
deserved that distinction, and should we attempt to dwell on the 
encomiums due to that honoured uncle of mine, we would swell 
this work by a whole section, and our attention, meanwhile, might 
incur the reproach of a family partiality, or of some other interest- 
ed motives. Although a resolute soldier, he was remarkable for 
the modesty of his deportment, and although little inclined to ask 
a favour, he made it a point to support not only his friends, but 
also his countrymen and relations, for whom he always approved 
himself equally grateful and zealous. Nothing could equal his 
generosity and munificence, but his readiness to do a good office, 
unasked. On the other hand, the purity of his private life, and 



MUTAQHERIN. 


375 

the decency of his public conduct, as well as his fidelity to his 
word, and his liberality to his friends, could be equalled by nothing 
but his bravery and his milita^ talents. To so many endearing 
qualifications, he added a facility of utterance, and a flow of 
elegant expression which commanded attention and captivated 
every heart ; and although remarkably alive on the point of honour 
in his public conduct, in his private life he was as remarkable for 
patience and forbearance. May God Almighty’s mercy and for- 
giveness repose upon him for ever ! 

We have, left my honoured father employed in subduing the 
Princes of the hilly country. As he sought to raise his character 
and to acquire a renown, the Radja of Ramgur became, of course, 
the object of his attention. This Radja was the most powerful 
Gentoo Zemindar of the hills, and so considerable and warlike, 
that the Viceroys of the province had hardly any control over 
him. He was joined in that design by Radja Sunder-sing, and 
by Radja Djdi-kishen-ray, both Zemindars of the Palamow 
country, as well as by some other Zemindars of Seress-cotombah 
and Shirgdoti. My father, supported by such a confederacy, laid 
siege to the fortress of Ramgur, and at last took it. After which 
he advanced some journeys more into the hilly country, and after 
having settled it, he was taking some rest from the fatigues of 
that expedition, when on a sudden, intelligence was brought by 
some trusty persons, that Ragodji-bhosla-pandet(i i) had sent 
his own Pardhan at the head of forty thousand horse to conquer 
Bengal, and that in a few days they would pass close to him 
through the hills in their way to that country. This^ntelligence, 
such as it seemed to be, was with a scrupulous exactitude trans- 
mitted to the Governor-General of Bahar, who forwarded it with 
letters of his own to Aaly-verdy-qhan. This Prince not trusting 
the intelligencer, paid little attention to the letter, and he answer- 
ed his nephew, by desiring him to be easy in his mind, and to 
apply himself to his business ; adding, that whenever the Mar- 
hattas should make their appearance, care would be taken to 
give them a good reception. This answer of the Viceroy’s having Bengal. 

(ij) Rago-djUhhosUt was Prince Sovereign of the Batar, a country of a large 
extent, south-west of Bengal, but feudatory of the Marhatta Empire. Pandett which 
in Decan signifies clerk, writer, or learned man, is a title which those Princes join 
to their names, an4 Pardhan probably signifies General in the Marhatta language. 
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been forwarded to my forgiven father, he hpld consultation with 
his friends, as the forces he had with him were by no 
equal to the task of barring the passage to such invaders. They 
all advised him to quit the hitfy country, and he accordingly de^ 
scended and encamped at the foot of that chain. In a few days 
the Marhattas rushed through it, and turning towards f’acb^^ 
and Mohor-bendj, they fell upon the MidnipSr country, before 
any intelligence had reached Bengal of their approach* The 
Viceroy at that time was advancing towards M8rsh8d*-abad with 
about five or six thousand men, spending his time iii hunting, 
sporting, and seeing the country ; and he had reached that day an 
excellent spot near MidnipSr, when one of the Crown-collectors 
of those parts, a man of trust and much sense, having requested 
to be introduced, gave him notice, “ That the Marhattas were not 
at twenty cosses from thence ; that Baha-sukur-pandct, at the 
“ head of forty thousand horse, was advancing rapidly ; and than 
** to-morrow in the evening, or the day after at day-break, he 
** would probably be at the very spot.^^ He added, ** that the 
** intelligence being so important, he had quitted his post to bring 
it himself.” The Viceroy happened to be then at his noon 
prayers. Without being intimidated by the smallness, of his own 
numbers, without betraying the least trepidation, without seeming 
to be much affected, he was heard to answer the intelligencer by 
these very words ; “ Where are those infidels and where is the 
spot where I could not chastise them T ” This, singular .circum- 
stance of the Viceroy's intrepidity is what I hold from the veiy man 
who gave the information, and who even then could not help 
expressing his amazement at so undismayed a coolness,; and he 
used to add, that he could not discover in his looks the least per- 
turbation, nor the least alteration in his complexion or features : 
an instance of fearlessness, that even then excited his auiasement 
after so much lapse of time. The particulars of this invasion mre 
as follows : — Ragodji-bhosla was a Prince nearly related tq^riie 
Radja SahS, and one of the most renowned Commanders in the 
Marhatta Empire, where he possessed the country of ^Barar| .of 
which the Great-Naigp8r is the capital. This Prince eitiber 
instigated by Nizam-el-mulk, or prompted by what he knew of the 
weakness of the Empire, undertook to make an irruption into the 
kingdom of Bengal. His views were either to make a cpuquest 
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of itj or at li^ast to establis^i ip it contributions to the full amount 
of Ch6ut, one-quarter of the revenues, an odious yoke 
that had become established in many countries of Hindostan and 
Etockti^ but from which Bengal had yet remained* entirely free* 
Fbr this purpose he made choice of his own Prime Minister, Bha- 
sukur-pandet, and gave him the command of an army of twenty- 
five thousand horse, which renommee had swelled to forty- 
thousand ; and that army had passed with ease through the 
mountainous country and difficult passes, which like so many gates, 
shut up the entrance of Bengal, but where, as we have already 
observed, no body had thought of opposing their passage. For 
this General having been disappointed in looking out for a con- 
venient passage through the mountains of Oressa, had turned to 
his left, and sought one through those valleys that stretch at eight 
days’ journey to the west of M8rsh8d-abad. This intelligence 
was brought to Aaly-verdy-qhan, whilst he was encamped at about 
Sahcra, being close to a spot called the fortunate stage, and 
there he was told for certain that the Marhattas had already 
passed through the valleys of Pachdet, and were going to fall on 
the Bardevan. It was difficult to be more unprovided than he 
was against so unexpected an irruption. As he had already given 
6rders for disbanding part of his army, and great part of the 
disbanded forces as well as many other troops were gone to 
M8rsh8d-abad on the assurance that the expedition was at an 
end, and that all was peace, it happened that at the moment the 
intelligence was ascertained, he was found to have no more than 
three or four thousand horse, and about five thousand musqueteers 
about his person. Instantly he took the resolution of advancing 
into the Bardevan, a country, for populousness and plenty of 
provisions, superior to most in Bengal ; his intention being to 
encamp with his back to this capital, and his front to the enemies. 
Full of this notion, he quitted the Mubarec-menzil, or the fortunate 
stage, and the second day he arrived on this side of the city of 
Bardevan, whilst the Marhattas were arrived on the other, to which 
they set fire directly, so that the greatest part of it was consumed. 
Here some skirmishes happened between the two armies and each 
party ill the evening returned to its camp. Bha-sukur finding by 
the countenance of the enemy, and by the daringness of their 
Getieral, that he had not been misinformed as to the bravery of 
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his troopSi and the personal conduct and valour of their LfOi4/) hp 
conceived that it would be better to get something from him 
without fighting, than to put everything to the hazard of a battle ; 
and he had thoughts of returning bkck to his country after having 
secured his honour by that contribution. He therefore sept the 
enemy word, ** That as the Marhattas had come from afar, and 
“were fatigued and jaded with their long marches, they wou|d be 
“ glad to return to their own country, if he would but present them 
“ with so much as ten lacs, which small sum would be just enough 
“ to entertain them as his guests.^ This proposal was far from pro- 
ducing the desired effect. The Viceroy found his honour wounded 
by it, and it shocked Mustapha-qhan likewise, who was always for 
fighting and killing, as the only way in which he knew how to 
support a character, and the only one which could raise the im- 
portance of the military in general, and his own in particular. 
The Viceroy conscious of personal abilities and valour, and in- 
stigated also by his General, rejected the proposal with disdaiui 
and he bid the enemy advance, if they dared. This answer 
having animated both parties, both parties for some days fell a 
skirmishing ; but as such small engagements did not suit Aaly- 
verdy-qhan’s temper or interests, he resolved to leave his bag- 
gage, such as carts, wheel carriages, large tents and other such 
articles, in his camp, and with his troops thus disencumbered to 
rush upon the Marhatta horse and try what they could do in a day 
of battle. At day-break he mounted, after having published under 
severe penalties, that no one of the camp-followers or of the bag- 
gagemen shoqld presume to mingle with the troops on their march; 
but his injunctions availed nothing, and hardly were the troops 
marched, when the camp-followers, afraid of the enemy, flung them- 
selves amongst the troops and encumbered them exceedingly. 
This was the opportunity which the enemy wished. In an instant 
the Marhattas made their appearance on all sides and attacked 
everywhere; but the Bengal army standing their ground, the 
business of killing and wounding went on briskly, and brave 
actions were performed on both sides. In this conflict Musaheb- 
qhan, eldest son to Umer-qhan, was surrounded and slain. . This 
was a young man who joined to the braveiyof his family^an 
heroical prowess of his own. He was already an officer of rernown 
and character, and wanted to signalise himself in that trying . day j 
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hut liaving advanced too far through the thickest of the enemy , 
he succunllied under repeated woundsi and fell speechlessi after 
having performed actions worthy of himself. Still the army was 
gaining ground on the enemy ; when the.day commencing to de- 
cline towards the evening, the Viceroy who conceived his rear to be ^ I,*, 

covered by Mustapha-qhan and Shimsher-qhan and Serdar-qhan, 
with their troops, observed with surprise that they lagged behind. 

As such a behaviour was so very different from their usual conduct, 
he concluded that they must be dissatisfied with him, and from 
that moment he suspected that the battle was going to put on a 
strange appearance ; but as he was already far from his own camp,, 
and still farther from the Marhatta main, and night was coming 
on, he perceived that he could not, for want of followers, either fall 
upon the enemy's camp, nor indeed recover his own. Sensible 
of his impotence, but not dismayed, he stopped where he was, 
and it proved to be a bad spot, consisting of stiff clay, that had 
been rendered miry by a preceding rain ; so that there was no 
fixing one's foot anywhere, and unfortunately no conveniency 
was at hand, but three or four Palekies, and a small tent which 
was immediately pitched upon a higher plat of ground. It was 
at about six or seven cosses from Bardevan. That day the whole 
baggage with all the riches it contained, was seized and plunder- 
ed by the Marhattas, who cut or wounded every one of the lag- 
gers ; nor did any escape*the massacre but such as found means 
to abscond in the neighbouring fields. As for the troops that 
remained yet with him, after the defection of the Afghans, they 
were surrounded in every direction by the Marhattd horse, who 
continued repeatedly their attacks until the dusk of the evening, 
at which time the two parties remained where they were. That 
night the people about the Viceroy were in such a confusion, and 
the cries of the distressed were so confused and afflicting, that 
these scenes seemed to give an image of the Day of Judgment. 

As for Mustapha-qhan, Shimshir-qhan, Serdar-qhan, and all the 
other Afghdn Commanders, they seemed to herd together more 
than usual, had retired by themselves with downcast looks, and 
had shewn in these repeated engagements very little inclination 
to expose their persons or even to run any risk at all. The truth 
is, that they had several reasons for being discontented, and seem- 
ed evidently to hold councils amongst themselvies. The principal 
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of thi^ir subjects of discontent was ^bfs ; Ttiki the levied fbf 

the last two or three expeditions! had beeh disbanded ds' iibonr' 
as the expedition! however shor^! had been ovei^ 7 ah Inltj^biia^ 
practice that ruined many Commanders! discouraged evfe'ry bfflce'ir! 
and discontented the whole army. For it is observable that in the 
last expedition, which ended by delivering^ the Governor Oressa 
from confinement! Mustapha-qhan had represented, That Hia 
“ Highness had already more than once ordered new levids to be 
** made under mighty promises, and so soon as the time dadget 
** ^as over, had suddenly dismissed them again without the least 
** regard to the wrong done to so many deserving officers, as Wefl 
** as to their men ; and he added openly that as he spoke not only 
** for himself, but also for others, he requested that at this timd 
no infraction of agreement, nor breach of promise should take 
** place.’* Such a heavy complaint at the beginning of such a 
campaign had appeared ominous. Aaly-verdy-qhan had thought 
it expedient to stop their murmurs, and to regain Mustapha- qhan’s 
good will, as well as that of the others, by giving him his word 
that the subject of their complaint would not happen again ; and 
nevertheless, so soon as the last expedition to Catec had been 
over, and the young Governor was rescued from his danger, ail 
the new levies had been disbanded to a man : a proceeding which 
did not fail to break the hearts of the whole army, and highly 
discontented Mustapha-qhan and all the Afghans. Nor can it be 
denied, but that such a duplicity of behaviour, and such a glar- 
ing breach of promise, highly disparaged the Viceroy’s character, 
and shockingly tarnished the lustre of all his good qualities ; no- 
thing being uglier in a man of command, than to sophisticate his 
word, and nothing more dangerous in a Sovereign, than id Ibt it 
transpire that there is no truth and no fidelity in his proniises. 
An attachment to his word Will at all times gaih the hearts of 
his dependants and even of all mankind, will enforce his author- 
ity, and inspire the world with a respectful awe for his person. 
But this breach of promise in the Viceroy, odious as it was, was 
not the only g^evance of which the Afghans had to complain ; 
they also complained of the death of the Afghan Commander, 
Roshen-qhan, who for a very uhadequate misdemeahoiiir of His 
had been precipitately put to death by the ybiing Vibbrdy of 
Azim^abad, although he was a militaiy Commander of emihenbe, 
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l^n rented by alj the Afghans in the service, and 
thfi geoor^d cry I^d been, tha^4t was an ugly action that needed 
no coimnentaiy. Bi^t as if all these subjects of discontent bUd 
not.^sufficiently operated on their minds, the Viceroy had added 
another of latOj which gave general offence, and in particular 
sunk, deep in Mustapha-qhan^s mind. It was this : As the army 
ip. its laj^e e^cpedition to Oressa was passing through the posses* 
sions of the I^dja of Mohur-bendj, it had been exceedingly, 
harassed by that Prince, who had vowed a personal attachment 
to Mina-bakyr, and seemed ambitious to give proofs of it at this 
particular conjuncture. He had even been guilty, they say, of 
some excesses. A conduct so characterised could not fail to 
render Mm an object of wrath for the Viceroy, who on his side, 
resolv^ to make an example of him on his, return from the expedi* 
tipn. The Radja sensible now of his danger, had thrown Mm* 
self into the arms of Mustapha-qhan, who interceded vigorously 
for him. But this intercession of his had been taken so ill, that 
it bad even produced some very severe looks, with a severe re* 
primand. A few moments after an order was given to Mir*djaa* 
fer to dispatch the man, the moment he should make Ms appear- 
apce in the hall of the audience ; for the Radja finding his appli* 
cation to the General had^ produced nothing but further tokens of 
wrath, had resolved to risk a visit on his own bottom ; and he 
came wUhout a safe conduct. But the hall being already taken 
possession of by Mir-djaafer-qhan, who filled it witlj armed men, 
the Gentoo no sooner made his appearance, than he was set upon 
instantly, and hacked to pieces ; whilst all his attendants were 
sought out and knocked down, as if it had been a hunting match. 

After this execution, his country had been thoroughly plundered 
and sacked to the great regret of the General, who conceived 
bis honour deeply wounded in this whole management. All these 
transactions having taken place a few days before the arrival of; ah the Af» 
the Marhattas, had discontented not only the General himself, in the 

b)jt eyery one of the Afghan Commanders, who as well as theiiv to a defection, 
soldiers, looked out for a favourable moment for quitting the 
seryiqe, nor did they make any secret of their intentions ; so that . 
the Viceroy was soon informed of it, and he now accounted for. 
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their backwardness in the late engagements. He was appalled 
and confounded by such a general air of defection at so danger- 
ous a crisis. The General was not only his best friend, but also 
the boldest and most for\«rard of his Commanders, and his person- 
al influence over all his countrymen (which constituted one fuU 
half of his troops) was boundless. Such a general discontent 
was not of a nature to be remedied suddenly or with ease, and 
his situation was become so critical, that he was now pent up 
within a narrow circle from whence there was no coming out 
without being hacked to pieces by the enemy, and to which there 
was no coming near with anything like victuals or provisions. 
Become now fully sensible of the extreme danger of his situation, 
he resolved to leave no means untried for extricating himself, 
and, first of all, he sent underhand to the Marhatta camp an 
officer of character, called Mir-qhair-ollah-qhan, who was himself 
a Decani, or born in Decan, and now enjoyed the office of Pay- 
master to the Radja of Bardevan^s forces. He was entrusted, 
as from the Radja himself, with a message which advised the 
Marhatta General to give his preference to ways of pacification. 
This was Bha-sukur the Pandet, who had just plundered the 
whole baggage of the Bengal army, and of course knew all the 
extremities to which it must have been reduced. He received 
the message with much indifference, and he answered in these 
words : — Tell your master from me, that the Viceroy of Bengal 
is now stripped totally of his baggage, and totally surrounded 
by my troops ; nor is there a possibility of his escaping. How 
then can you talk of a treaty and agreement ? Stilly as he is one 
of the greatest Sovereigns of India, I consent to spare him for 
the sake of his station. But let him pay down one cor r or directly, 
and surrender all his elephants ; and then we shall open all 
our ranks, and allow him to pursue his journey to his capital. 
Such a message was highly disgraceful ; but the Viceroy's cir- 
cumstances were full as critical. Out of about three thousand 
five hundred horse that remained to him from the lafst engage- 
ment, most of them, on finding to what extremities he was reduced, 
were incliiied to desert to the enemy, or at least to come to some' 
terms with him ; and it was after receiving such an intelligence, 
that the enemy's answer came to hand. It was in the presence 
of Djankiram, a man of merit, who kept the accounts of the army. 
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figttFe4 amongst the trustiest and most zealous of the Viceroy’s 
friends, and acted as his Prime Minister. On observing the Vice- 
roy’s silence, he took upon h^self to speak first. ^He observed ? 

That the few men that remained to His Highness^ were dis- 
** heartened with their losses, and so surrounded by the enemy, that 
" there was no possibility of any man’s escaping with life, or of any- 
one’s obtaining a single day’s subsistence ; that the times re- 
** quired a compliance with the demands of the enemy ; that ele- 
" phants were no mighty objects in Bengal ; that there were many 
better ones in His Highness’s offices at the capital, and as many 
** more in the stables of his officers and servants ; and after all, 

“ that there came yearly a whole herd of them from his own 
dominions* As to the coror of rupees, that the treasury could 
” muster forty lacs instantly, and that he took upon himself to 
“ find the .sixty others.” Aaly-verdy-qhan was highly shocked 
with the tenor of this advice. However, he contented himself with 
answering: That so tongas his soul should stick to his body, he 

would never submit to such an infamy, and that he still hoped toransomhim- 
* » « » * , . . . • self out of the 

With the handful of men, now under hts command, to give a good hands of the 

account of those freebooters, and to retrieve the honour of his 

arms. And why should he pay so much money to his enemy, and 

strengthen his hands by such an access of power ? Would it not 

be much better to bestow it on those that had accompanied him 

in that expedition, aniThad at all times been ready to shed 

their blood in his cause ? Here he paused awhile, and then 

turning tp the Minister, he added, / am glad, sir, to hear that 

you have so nf any lacs by you. Then set apart ten of them; for 

/ intend to distribute every rupee of them to my faithful officers, 

and to the bravest of my soldiers. Having said this with a deal 

of composure, he dismissed the Minister. 

By this time the day was quite spent, and a night pitchy 
dark, had overspread the ground ; so that numbers of the camp« 
followers, especially those that had lost their all or their master, 
availed themselves of the darkness to mix with the Marfaattas, 
and none remained but noblemen, officers, men of known faces^ 
and soldiers of character; and as Mir-qhiir-ollah was passing 
from one anny to another, and a report had spread of an ap- 
proaching treaty, most of these also were looking out for an 
oppoirtunity qf making their private agreements. Amongst these 
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was Mir-habib, a man of distinctioni being highly discontent- 
ed with Aaly-verdy-qhan, had already commenced a connection 
with the enemy, and waited only foio a favourable opportunity to 
desert. For about the close of the night, the Marhattas had pitch- 
ed a pair of colours in a conspicuous part, as a sign of quarter 
and forgiveness ; from whence they wero calling out, that who- 
ever wanted to be safe in his life and property, had only to repair 
to it. At sight of the colours, those that had not a spark of honour 
in their constitution, and were not ashamed of themselves, com- 
menced under a variety of pretences, to steal off by whole bands ; 
and this was enough to demolish the Viceroy without a single 
blow. Luckily that the Marhattas themselves provided against 
so general a desertion ; for on observing that none of those 
deserters came, but with their hands full, they fell a plundering 
and a stipping them, and by such a proceeding effectually put a 
stop to any farther defection. The Viceroy finding it impossible 
to stop the torrent, or to contrive an expedient to retrieve his 
affairs, quitted his tent in the middle of the night ; and without 
any attendant, or any taper-bearer, he took Seradj-eddoulah by 
the hand, and went on foot to Mustapha-qhan's tent, where he 
desired him to get up, as he had something to tell him. The 
General, astonished at what he saw, and amazed at what he heard# 
got up in an instant, and going into one of the two recesses of 
his tent, he sat himself down, and asked what were his commands. 
The Viceroy answered : Hear me, friend Mustapha~qhan, No^ 
** thing is dearer to man than his life ; but my situation is such 
now, that the easiest and the foremost business I have to do, 
is to die. Needless it is for you, then, to contrive farfetched 
** expedients for the purpose of getting rid of me. Are you dis^ 
satisfied with my person on account of some matters that have 
come to pass f Here I am^ ready at your hands with Seradj» 
** edddulah, who is dearer to me than my ownself. We are alone ; 
** dispatch us immediately. Do your business at one ftroke^ and 
rid yourself at once of all your incertitudes. But if some 
** remembrance of a friendship of long standing, and some gratis 
** tude for benefits received, have yet a place in your heart, and 
you can afford to forgive some transgressions of mine, that 
'' are now past ; if you are inclined to stand by me in this des^ 
perate moment, then renew your engagements with me, and da 
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** smear anew that you shall not forsake me : this being the only 
*^way to make me easy on that head, and to leave me at liberty 
** to think of what is to be done with the Marhattas ; as / am 
firmly resolved to leave ttothing unattempted rather than to 

submit/* The General cofounded at the suddenness of the 
address, and moved by the importance of its purport, anwered : 

''That he could not speak alone on those heads, but must 
" consult the other officers, his countrymen ; and that then he 
" would report their answer.** The Viceroy, without being dis- 
concerted by so much coldness, answered : Then do ; / have no 
objections. Upon which the General sent to Shimshir-qhan, to . 
Serdar-qhan, and to the other Afghan Commanders, desiring their 
immediate attendance. As soon as they were assembled, hte 
turned towards the Viceroy, and addressed him in these words-: 

" Let your Highness say to these officers what you have just' 
to your soldier ; ** and this being complied with, the assembly 
heard in silence, but said not one word. Upon this the-General 
addressing himself to them all, spoke in these vgsry words : 

" Brethren, why do you not answer ? Say what you Have in yotxr 
minds.** To this both Shimshir-qhan and Serdar-qhan, in the verdy 

name of all the others, answered : " That he, Mustapha-qhan, being qhan movers 
" their chief Commander, and the principal man of their nation, the*^*Afl 
" whatever he should answer, would be reputed. their own answer.*' &*>*"*• 

Upon this the General s^id : " Friends, since you wantto hear my 
"particular sense of this scene, I shall tell you frankly what- 
"ever I’ had hitherto in my mind, I have only had, and it is past. 

" At present, my head, and life, and that of my,family, and of 
" whosoever belongs to me, I have thrown at the feet of that my 
" master and cherisher, and so long as this head shall stick to 
" this body, I have made a legacy and gift of it to Aaly-verdy- 
"qhan, to his children, and to his family. Nay, so long as 
" Mustapha-qhan is alive, he shall acknowledge that his head is 
" made fast to the horse-shoe of the least of His Highness's 
" slaves, ( 142 ) I tell you so myself. But our case is not desperate ; 

(12) Care must be taken not to interpret this word slave, by American, or 
even by European, notions. Amongst the Turks, a slave, if a male, becomes in 
general the son-in-law ; and if a female, the bride of the family ; and if an Habis- 
sintan or Nobi, he becomes the Steward of the house, and sometimes the bridegroom 
of it. In India, a slave, whether Georgian or ^ican, becomes in general the right- 
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nor heed you, my friends, to be informed an^ of that adage so 
** well known amongst us : that if forty sabres skbuld come to 
agree together, they might bestow a kingdom* We are still 
more than three thousand horse/ and of course, we can fight; 
for to look so dismayed, and with such an air of despair, is the 
heighth of cowardice. I hope, by the blessing of God, that we 
shall thresh those infidels, and that victory shall be ours, after all. 
Now, Gentlemen, I have told you my mind. Do take your owh 
** party, and act as you shall think best.'^ This speech having 
been listened to with attention, they all came into Mustapha- 
qhan’s opinion, and the party of standing by the Viceroy pre- 
vailed. Upon which the General having by a sign (13) offered 
to pronounce a short prayer on the resolution just taken, they all 
stood up, and joined him. The Viceroy pleased with what he had 
seen, returned to his tent, and slept a hearty nap. In the morii- 
ing he dispatched a particular friend of his, called Gholkam-aaly- 
qhan, with orders to visit the General, to examine by himself the 
looks of the Afghans, and to report his observations on that sub- 
ject. Gholaam-aaly-qhan was a nobleman of character and dis- 
tinction, who had for some time acted as Divan of the province 
of Azim-abad, and his son, Y8ss8f-aaly-qhan, had espou^d a 
daughter of Ser-efraz-qhan’s, and was intimately connected with 
the Afghan General. This nobleman having repaired to Mustapha^ 
qhan^s tent, spent some hours in conversation with him> and he 
was getting up, when a man sent by Shimshir-qhan announced 
** That the ensigns and standards they had asked from the Mar- 
** hattas in the agreement of yesterday, would be coming to-day ; 

and that he wished to know what he intended to do now.*’ 
The General answered, by repeating the whole transaction of 
last night, and he ended by these words : Whoever is the son of 
an Afghan will stand by the agreement of yesternight* The 
envoy having heard so much, returned to Aaly-verdy-qhan, to 

hand-man of the family ; and hence the word slave signifies only a man thoroughly 
devoted to another / and this is the accustomed interpretation of the words abd and 
gholam in Arabic, as well as in Turkish, Persian and Indian. 

(13) This sign consisted in standing up, turning towards the Kyhla or Meccai, 
taking a composed, respectful air, joining both hands upon the navri (this is for thet 
Sunnies ; for the Shyahs let them hang at length on both sides) and protiouncifig 
with the lips only ihofateha (td est, the overture) or first chapter of the Corah» tHddt 
answers to the Dominical oration, or the Lord’e prayer of the ChiMans. 
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WhCfBl Iw tejtorted punctually thiujgbe hAd kettrdj t6 t&ie 

great aa^acllttti of the 'N^ceroy, who being now bksy in his hiihd, 
re!k>lved to fight the enemy. And truly to hear jtuch expressions 
at so critkal a moment from a powerful and zealous friend never 
fails to inspire with fresh courage, and to afford an additional 
degree of daringneSs. The Viceroy then after a short consultation, 
resolved to cut his way through the enemy, and to effect a retreat 
to M8rsh8d-abad; from whence he expected that> after having dried 
his wings, and trimmed hiS feathers, he would be able to coma 
out again and to oppose a front to the enemy. By this time the 
evening was conie again, and the Marhattas having planted upon 
a tree a field-piece that had fallen in their hands in the first plunr. 
der of the Bengal camp, were incessantly showering balls through- 
out the enemy's ranks, as well as throwing an infinity of rockets ; 
so that nothing was heard throughout the army for the whole 
night, but cries and screams. Insomuch that Manic-chutid, Divan 
to the Radja of Bardevan, having taken fright at such a scene of 
slaughter and confusion, thought proper to disappear at day-breaki 
and to make the best of his way to his master. At that very time, 
and in the darkest part of the night, the Marhattas fell again 
upon the Bengal army, and attacked it on all sides ; so that the 
Viceroy had hardly time to mount his elephant, and face the 
enemy. As the attack was so sudden, and every one had run to 
arms in confusion, there remained no possibility of arraying ranks, w^^^hrough 
or of recovering from the disorder into which the troops had fallen, 
for the Marhattas had already penetrated to the very centre ; and 
there Mir-habib, who had not been as alert as the ^others, was 
surrounded, wounded in three places, and felled to the ground, 
where he was taken prisoner ; after which he joined the Marhat- 
tas and took service with them. In this extremity, Haider-aaly- 
qhan, who managed the field-artillery in the Viceroy's service, 
proved Exceedingly useful, by sweeping down vast numbers of the 
enerity. On the other hand, Mustapha-qhan, and Shimshir-qhan, 
and Umer-(j[han, and Serdar-qhan, and Rahem-qhan, although 
fighting pell-mell, were performing such feats of prowess, and 
killing and wounding so many of the enemies, especially of the 
bravest and most forward amongst them, as effectually damped 
their ardour, and their Commanders intimidated by so much valbtti, 
ceased to surround tiiem on all sides, and forming themseWes 
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into, one body afresh, they wheeled round and fell upon the army’s 
flank. This movement having afforded the Bengal troops time 
to take breath, they formed into a compact body, and continued 
their march ^to Catwa, fighting tiieir way through the enemy’s 
ranks. But now the remainder of the baggage was gone,, and no 
clothes, no accommodation whatever, no victuals remaining at all, 
two or three thousand men, mounted on famished horses, and five 
or six thousand musqueteers, fainting with hunger and fatigue, 
were in full march, fighting all the way, and all the way starving. 
The Marhattas were every way round them, and every way haras- 
sing them with continual attacks, and eternal skirmishes that 
endlessly succeeded each other. But these did not dismay the 
Bengal troops. Encouraged by the firmness of their General, and 
animated by the prowess of their Commanders, they faced about 
every way, and constantly repulsed the enemy ; and they went on 
fighting and advancing, and always intimidating the enemy by 
the brave actions they were continually performing. But these 
brave troops suffered as much for want of accommodations, as for 
want of victuals. Luckily that there is in the high road of Bengal 
to Djagennat, an infinite number of reservoirs of water and arti- 
ficial ponds, which the Gentoos are at much expense in digging, 
as they reckon such works to be of the most meritorious kind ; 
and luckily that every one of these ponds is always surrounded by 
a mound whereon grows a multitude gf trees. As soon as night 
was coming on, after every day's march, one of these ponds served 
the whole army for their quarters. Every one, whether soldier 
or officer, sat himself down on the bare ground, and after having 
stuffed his bowels with a repast of tree-leaves and field-grass, 
every one stretched himself at length, and took some rest, with- 
out having all this while any other carpet than the bare ground, 
or any other covering than a rainy sky. Nor did any nobleman, 
or General in the army, fare much better than the common soldier ; 
for every night the Marhattas were wonted to surround the 
enemy, as they did by day, but without approaching so near 
as to be bitted by a wall-piece ; and as every tent, and every 
piece of baggage, and every ustencile, as well as eveiy sort of 
provision, had been plundered by them, and they made it a 
practice every morning to send scouring parties on every side, 
and to burn and sackage every village at ten or twelve cosses 
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rounds the Bengal army found It impossible to procure any thing 
eatable ; and the men commenced despairing not only of victory, 
but of their very existence. Jad^d by daily marches s^nd famished 
by daily abstinence, they could no more support themselves under 
their arms, and still less move with any vigour. Nor did the 
Generals and mighty Commanders prove to be in better circum- 
stances themselves with all their gold, being barely able to sup- 
port nature, and no more ; the rest of the army crammed them- 
selves with leaves and barks of trees, with ants, and with such 
other food ; particulars incredible, but which have been carefully 
recorded by that same Y8ss6f-aaly-qhan, who has left us memoirs 
of his campaigns, and in particular, of that hazardous retreat. 
He mentions that in their three days’ march to reach Catwa, all 
he could do was only to procure once about three quarts of a 
seer of iicAery, ( 14 ) and that this fare was shared between seven 
noblemen accustomed to all the delicacies of a plentiful table. 
Another day they were supported by seven pieces of Sheker- 
para,(i5) a kind of confectionary. Another day the same men 
could procure only half a seer of carrion amongst themselves ; 
and whilst it was broiling, several others came in for a single 
mouthful, which could not be refused. It was in such misery as 
this, that the Bengal army was advancing on its march. All the 
artillery, small and great, being lost, and the enemies constant- 
ly hovering about them, only at so much distance as could insure 
their not being bitted by a wall-piece, nothing eatable could be 
procured on any terms. Such a state of things threw several 
Commanders into a kind of frenzy ; and once in particular, Mus- 
tapha-qhan, angry and shocked at their cautious backwardness, 
said to those about him (and it was already dark) : What]a shame 
** to the Mussulman religion, and what a disgrace to the Afghan 
name, that the vilest of those Decanians should surround and 
** press you on all sides every day and every night ! And that 
instead of ^advancing upon those infidels, and seeking for a 
‘‘ prompt delivery amongst them, you should suffer yourselves to 
« be consumed by famine and by a lingering death !” ' Such a 
speech had its effect ; and those about him, being most of them 

(14) A seer is about two pounds avoirdupois, and Kichery is a mess of boiled 
rice mixed with pulse. 

(15) No piece of Sheker-para weighs above half an ounce. 
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men of tried valour, they an3Wered 3 That ha was their Com* 
mander, and that if he would but lead them on, they wou^d follow/' 
Mustapha^qhan finding them in this mood, took up hia sabre and 
bucler ; and He advanced at their head little by littlCi dispersing 
his troops in small parties, as if they had beeh only so many 
spectators. Over against them was a body of MarhattaSi Who. 
far from expecting such an attack from famished wretches, were 
all naked, had actually laid their arn^s and clothe^ on the ground, 
and were preparing fpr their devotions and tjhpir victuals, little 
inclined to mind those that were drawing so near* Alnstapha- 
qhanl and his people availing themselves of this security, drew 
their sabres, and rushing at once upon those proud infidels, they 
killed so many of them, that the others fled with all their might, 
leaving their kettles upon the fire, victuals ready-dressed just by 
them, apd bags full of grain and provisions. Mustapha-qhan’s 
people seeing now the field free, loaded themselves with as much 
prpvision as they could carry, and returned to their camp ; and 
this having been observed by others, they took the hint, and all 
returned loaded with grain and victuals. 3 o that the famished 
onesi that had been fasting these three days, ate their full that 
d^y, and recovered from their feebleness. This adventure, how- 
ever, served to put the enemies upon their guard, tfaving felt the 
blows of Mustapha-qhan’s people, they became mor,e cautious and 
did not press so close as before, but nevertheless they kept still 
at a distance ; and it is through so much wretchedness, that the 
army was pressing its ms^rch to reach Catwa* pne pf these 
marches the Bengal troops were suddenly attacked at the dawn 
of the day, and before the men had time tq faU into their ranks, 
or the Viceroy to mount his elephant, the Marhattas making 
suddenly a vigorous attack, at once penetrated ever3rwhere j and 
it being impossibe to form or to join in one body, eveiy ane 
fought by himself just where he chanced to be ; and surrounded 
by the enemies, every one thought only of extricating his own- 
self without minding how to succour his neighbour, Or tp come 
their Lord’s assistance. This Prince was himself under the same ' 
predicament, and fought alone, and surrounded. He was undone, 
unless a miracle was wrought instantly, and a miracle was wrought. 
Providence came that day to the assistance of the di 8 t;resse<i by 
a memorable interposition. It was custom Vy fpT two elephants 
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staMafvis and Insignia, to march always precise^ 
bdEoiy^the ViMroy’s elephant; and their tusks were always load- 
ed with a thick chain, with the jingling of which they seemed to 
aatufse themselves* (16} These animals seeing clo^e to them so 
many strangers of an unusual appearance and smell, at once listen- 
edt'to the word of command given them by Providence ; and skiU 
fiilly managing their chain, they dealt it around at so dreadful 
a rate, that every stroke of theirs carried destruction to either 
man or horse. The Marhattas surprised at the strangeness of 
the sight, and not daring to approach, ceased to press so close ; 
they retired at some distance, and gave time to a number of 
people to run to their master’s assistance, and to surround his 
elephant. Other troops availing themselves of this moment of 
respite, hastened to the Viceroy’s relief, and having now formed 
in great numbers, they fell upon the Marhattas that surrounded 
other corps, and extricated them likewise ; and now the army 
having recovered from its disorder, the troops went on with their 
march ; and the enemy that had broke amongst them and had 
penetrated everywhere, was driven out again with much slaughter. 
It was through such scenes of misery, slaughter, and wretch- 
edness, that the army had to advance on a road strewed with 
mighty dangers, and infested by endless difficulties and unfore- 
seen perils, but still repelling the enemy, and facing about every- 
where. At last by the Divine assistance they arrived at Catwa, 
a town ahd castle at two days south of M8rsh8d-abad. 

As they were approaching, every one who had a beast to 
spare or a bag to muster, made haste to repair thither in expecta- 
tion of finding, as usual, that town full of grain and all kinds of 
provisions, but the enemy had been beforehand with them, and 
had a little before fallen upon that town, and sacked and plunder- 
ed it, setting fire to such grain and provisions as could not be 
carried away. This was the resource found in that populous 
town, and the half-burnt and half-parched grain feasted the eyes 
of those fainished wretches, like a table spread with a quantity 
of unexpected victuals. Aaly-verdy-qhan having taken up his 
quarters at Catwa, wrote to Hadji Ahmed and to Nevazish-mahmed- 
qhan, Governors of the city, to inform them of his situation, and 

" T” " ' "• — ; ■ ■■ ■ >1 

(16) This chain may be twenty feet In length, and of three hundred pcmnd 
4«ei|^t. 
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ta request their taking care of the city 
their sending his second nejAeWi S6yd-ahm^4r43^|i9 
army immediately with a supply of provistp^a 
necessary. -The news of this arrival fille4 that fiaoiily. jpy . 
At first they had entirely lost every track of Aaly-verdyr^lVi^ai ^ 
they had received no intelligence at all from him this loaoigwtdle ; 
so that they had given him up for lost. Whenthefefpi^ letters Cf^e 
from him, and they heard of his being sp npar the city, they 
prostrated themselves before that Supreme pfip who jfinds n^fa^s 
to bring together the parted and distant, and to save tho^m that 
seem without resource ; and they returned thenhs tp that PfQir^ 
dence, that bad brought him back safe and in heahb, a^ter sq long 
a campaign. After which they dispatched SSyd^hn^^d^Shai* 
a train of artillery, and a convoy of provisions, foUovred hv 
kinds of tents and every other necessary ; and he In a few days 
joined his uncle with a reinforcement of old troops ancf his convqy 
of provisions. This sight overjoyed every one, and these famish^ 
ed men on beholding plenty succeed to hunger and distress^ re-- 
turned thanks to the Almighty disposer of eyent^i and reposed 
themselves after so many toils and dangers. And novf sutlers 
and merchants with provisions of all kinds flocked to camp from 
all parts, to the great amusement of the soldiers, who after having 
suffered so much from famine and hunger, now crowded to see 
the cart-loads of grain and victuals pass by, as if it had beep 
some unusual sight, and some uncommon spectacle capable to 
excite curiosity. 

So glorious a retreat could not fail to raise Aaly«'Verdy-qhan*s 
character; it overjoyed the hearts of his subjects, and intimidated 
his enemies. The Marhatta General was alarmed. Matters were 
now greatly altered. The Viceroy had before him a country abound 
ing with everything that could be wished ; and it became pro^- 
blematical even with the enemy, whether an army that ha^ withr 
stood him when struggling through so many difficulties, would 
not prove now an overmatch for his men ? Concluding therefore, 
that it would be highly difficult now for him to keep his footing 
in Bengal, especially as the rainy season 30 t.|q^ ho had 
thoughts of returning home thi^ough the country of Birbqhom^ 
But this was opposed by Mir-habib, who by rendering continual 
services, and exposing continually his person, had found ipeana 





atid ibo dpeak with authority, l^hat maa 
h^d^fcditne il. ihnple p^lar ftom Irah, his country, add was 
adid# Sl^d, as to be niiable either to write or read^ had now by 
dSffit 6f te^Ht ihd liervitea rendered himself considerabe ; he had 
fbuhditfi^ns tb ffj^re ik a man fertile In expedients, and a Getieial 
of much resolution. His animosity against Aaly-verdy-qhan would 
Hot allow of his parting with Bengal on so easy terms ; and he 
went so far as to tell the Marhatta General, that if money was 
hth Objisct, he (Mir-habib) would undertake to find a great deal 
dT It fbr him, and that he requested only the disposal of sonrb 
thotiSahd Cavalry, with which force he would so far avail him- 
self of Aal)^^verdy-qhan’s lying at Catwa, as to advance suddenly 
to M8rSli8d-dbad, which is a city without walls, and without any 
defeUbbj Where by plundering only Djaget-seat’s house, (17) he 
would bring hiUi mbfiey enough to satisfy all his wishes. This 
advfee having bebh supported by a strong reasoning, Mir-habib 
was jEhrnlshed with some thousand picked hotse, and he departed 
immediately bn his expedition. But this could not be done so 
secretly, as that the Viceroy should not have intelligence of it ; 
and as he knew the circumstances of his Capital, and did not 
trust to the talents of either his brother or nephew for the defence 
of it, he determined to advance himself to its relief ; and he set 
out directly wfth much expedition. But Mir-habib having already 
periortned the journey in a single day, (18) was beforehand with 
him, and he bad already plundered Djagat-seat’s house, from 
whence he carried full two Corors away, and also a quantity of 
other goods. Some other parts of the city were also plundered ; 
and Mir-habib having advanced as far as his own lodgings, took 
away his own brother, Mir-sherif, but did not venture farther. 
Pbr the Viceroy's palace, and also the quarter where lived his 
hepfafeW, who was Deputy Governor, and likewise the quarter of 
Ata-bimh-qhan, a general officer, were filled with too many troops 


(17) This was Djagat-seat Aalemchund, the richest subject of the world. His 
house which even now (1,786) contains no less than two thousand souls, was plun- 
deiHed of full two iuorork or tWo Millions and-a-half sterling, (and what Is singular, 
this was alt4s 1 lat>ees idruek at Areot) { but so amasing a loss which would distMa 
■BjrliadiiffBb Id ffurbpw aflbcted him so llttld, that he continued to give Govern^ 
moot .Billa uf Ibehaqga ai Hgki of full one Com at n time.* and this fact la too 
notorious Ip Beti^^l to need anj proof. 
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to be liable to insult ; and meanwhile th^ enemy hearing that the 
Viceroy was at hand, instantly departed the city. It was about 
the middle of the day, and in the evening, the Viceroy arrived 
himself, to the universal joy of. his friends, of his « whole Court 
and of all his subjects. All these events happened ih the month 
of Sefer of the year 1 155 of the Hedjra. ^ . 

It is remarkable that whilst the Viceroy was ^advancing to 
the relief of his Capital, the Marhatta General, intimidated by the 
violence of the rainy season in Bengal, was retreating towards 
his own country ; and he was already arrived in the Birbohom, 
when Mir-habib overtook him, bringing with him his two Corors^ 
his booty, and much good advice. He reproached die General 
for his quitting Bengal on so earsy terms ; and he even threaten** 
ed to informe the Court of NagpSr of his precipitation and back- 
wardness, should he persist in a retreat. Mir-habib spoke with 
a deal of warmth, but yet with so much reason, that the General 
convinced by his reasons, and overcome by his reproaches, retro- 
graded at once, and in a few days encamped at Catwa, where 
Mir-habib who had pledged himself for the success of his expedi- 
tion, undertook to procure provisions for the army. He had even 
the art to open a correspondence both with the Zemindars of the 
country, and with the inhabitants of H8gly, who after many letters 
and messages had passed between them and the Marhatta General, 
at laft made use of Mir-habib’s mediation to come to terms. The 
principal of those were Mir-abol-hassen and Mir-abol-cassem, 
two eminent merchants, who were intimates with Mahmed-yar- 
Qf qhan, half-brother to the Viceroy, and Governor of H8gly« These 
having taken care, by Mir-habib's advice, to arrive at H8gly in 
the night time, when the gates of the castle were shut up, sent 
in a forged story as if they had some mattdr of importance to 
impart to the Governor ; and the credulous man having ordered 
the gate to be opened, about fifteen men got in with Mir-habib 
at their head, and as the Governor was alone, they seised his 
person, and put it itnder confinement; The conspirator^ had 
already applied to the Marhatta General, and had Obtain^ from 
him an officer of consequence, named Siss-rftOi .with a body of 
troops, that had concealed themselves cioie to^HSglyv^ T^diim 
they Immediately ^ent notice of their baringidized theGMeil^ 
and the Marhatta officer making baste,' arrived enrijf 
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tpUnifiiMiP^ tbe^tkeiiSiejfte.i^avifigcoiitracte^acl9^c^^ 
with fbf vG^jved. Their exao^ple wa3 proposed by Mir-hahib, „ 
lojmany pther Mos^nl merchhntsi who all followed* it ; so tha^rtbe 
< ctty wao tnLttquUltsed* But this expedition having produced ipuch 
moneys which arose from contributions or from the revenues of. 
the counUyt or from the port duties of so celebrated a mart, the 
Marhatta Qeneral commenced perpending all the consequences 
and all .the value of his sojourning in Bengal, and he resolved to 
make Catwa his head-quarters, from that time Mir-habib becanie 
his ...prime Minister; and that transfuge who was a very active 
man» used to transact business sometimes at Catwa, and some«- 
times H8gly. 

Whilst all this was passing in the southern parts of Bengal, 
the Viceroy, whose forces had been greatly reduced both by a 
campaign* of twelve months and by labour, sickness and famine, 
concluded that as the rainy season was .at hand, it would be too 
late to think of driving the Marhattas out of his country ; and 
that the only party left for him was to content himself with con- 
serving the city and its territory. He therefore came out and 
posted himself at some distance from it, in a suburb called Amany- 
gundj and TarracpSr. But by this time the rainy weather had 
set in ; and the river of Bhagraty ceasing to be fordable, Catwa 
remained on the other side, and the counjtry on the M8rsh8d-abad 
side was become safe from the enem 3 r’s incursions. But then, 
the same circumstance afforded them a full opportunity of extend- 
ing their ravages all over tb e Bardevan, and •the Midnip8r, 
pushing their contributions as far as Balisser-bender, and even 
this port fell in their hands. However, all this did not intimidate 
hither Miri-calender, the Fodjdar of Midnip8r, who founnd means ' The Mar- 
to secure his fort, or Mir-maasom, the Deputy-governor of the 
The latter seeing the province attacked by numbers that 
were four tunes superior to his own, retired in the mountains, 
udiere he provided for hin safety, but left bis country defenceless. 

In this manner the Oressa, the Midnip8r, the Bardevan, and part 
oiihe Radj-shahy, and even the town and district of Acbar-nagur- 
.M^**nialialf becamo possessed by the enemy ; and, nothing 

but the city of M8rsh8d:#bnd, 

Oft other the Gapgu TheitfSfteful 





hihtibftialts of this gnat whQ lOt Itohk Mwlo^ 8^ 

8u<ik devastations, had hOC sO touch as heard of an j- tltin||{8v 

dnd whose citjr had nOt 8o mudk as the cover of w-WhH, btteanM 
exceedingly fCarful for their propeitieS arid fatnilih8‘; and'they^ 
availed themselves of the rainy season to cross over to the connttWi- 
on the other side of the Qanga, such as Djehan-ghir'^migrir; 
Malda, and RampSr-bdSliaj Where most of them built thetoSOlveit' 
houses, and where they passed their lives. EveU thb 'Deprityo' 
Governor hitoself, Nevazish>mahmed-qhan, crossed over tvitii lltfS' 
family, fUmituio and wealth, and lived at Godagary, t^ich i^’set 
one day’s distance from the city, and where he laid the ftoiridri-' 
don of an habitation for himseif and family. Aaly-verdy-qhari’s' 
furniture and effects were likewise sent over ; from whOiiCd, hoW- 
ever, the tleputy-Govemor rettirried to the city, where he cdritfnued 
to live with his uncle, Aaly-verdy>qhan. This Prince, rieSdlved' 
now to gain the heart of his troops, and to reward' them foTthelr' 
fidelity, made them a present of the ten lacs of rupees which he 
had promised, and by such a well dmed liberality, he sovred in 
their hearts the seeds of IbVe and gratitude. 

It must be observed that on his arrival at M'8rsh8d>abad, the 
Viceroy had wrote to his nephew, the Governor of Azim>aba<l, and 
also to the poor man’s grarid-unclej Abdol>aaly>qhan, who ikas a 
cousin-german of Aaly-verdy-qhan’s, to represent the state Of 
things, and the necessity Of their comiirg to his assistance With 
whatever forces and ardllety they Could muster, adding : that 
the safety of them all depended on his being enabled to reprill 
the invaders. *In the margin of the letter directed to Abdol-aaly- 
qhan, he wrote with his own hand these words : /y you take any 
concern in your old uncle’s welfare, this is the tinie to sheio it. 
The young- Governor was confounded and displeased at the com- 
mand of repairing to Bengfal, as he hSd spent a deal Of dme and 
all his money in his expedition against the Bodjpdr c5duntry, hrid 
compassed his ehd, driven the ZeriiindarS awdy, talcbh' pOssCssidh 
of thehr holrie ; and he -was goirigto reap l^‘j[froprif'^4¥rhhgfemhflhi( 
all the benefits of so much toil and labour. juSt 'at’lbis 'tbritf 
came the order from Bengal. Ho Was nOwot^^^ tO’feaVh 'ait 
that worki unfinished, and to tetUrtt to fSs capitaf, nUC W 
embarrssed how -tb Satisfy his troOps for the ''aWiirits, 

provide nec<^sariesfi»rthe^iideiirdbd'd&niti^^ ' 
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pMier Inends.; and ha hald CAnsulInlioiiS wilA. Iham 
|be npefins, of gettinf: rid pri the army’s aFreass, WP»d ojf fee>- 
yidhw,|fv; his fatnce expedition. But nothing could be concUided 
go. that si)bject fox want of money. Sueh a state of things having 
PHt die Governor upon iQfikiug put for espedients^ he oaofe took 
Uedslet-aaiy*<lhan intp a ciofet, and there he represented to -him 
that it urasdncumbent uppn hip (the Governor) (Ho repair* fay all 
<* peans to the assistance of an unde who was the autluur o£ the 
fortune of his fapUy ; that his character depended on his making 
'* haste to Bengal ; hut that he was at a loss how to satisfy the army 
“fqr their arrears, apd uneasy at his being obliged to leave behind 
*‘fi.rPHnt^ lately conquered, and after aU unsettled } he was also 
'fepbacrassed on the dispositions necessary after his departure, 
'* and was at a loss on whom to entrust Ihe important task of 
’^ governing the country in his absence, of collecting the revenues, 
“and of keeping the inhabitants quiet.” He added i ** I raelton 
“ upon your wisdom and abilities. Should you be able to open 
“ some expedient, and to extricate me out of py difficulties, you 
would lay me under the greatest obJigatiops ; as unless I satisfy 
the troops, they will neither follow me on my expedition, nor let 
“ me depart the cit ; and on the other hand, you know that my 
“ honour, as a soldier, and my character, as a dutiful nephew, 
“ depend, in the eyes of the worid, and in the eyes of my relations 
and kinsmen, on my repairing in all haste and" with a proper 
“ number of troops and necessaries, to the assistance of a man, who 
is at once my master, my superior in command, and moreover 
“ the founder and author of the welfare of our whole family and 
“ race« Heddiet-aaly-qhan answered : That he reckoned himself 
“ lobe one of the men most attached to his family and person ; and 
If rilSt would be ready to execute to the best of his abiliries, 
4* flv^ commands as he would lay upon him, as he felt the impert- 
*’‘ance of the occasion, and would pride himself ip his being able 
“ tm- iig^ten in riiat crisis, such part of his burthen, as would be 
'hiilb>ibkd it0\liim<V,. i.Ths ^Governor pleased with tliia .glimpM’.Qf 
fu^lft'Uasliiscced ‘S -'^4 That-ah present there were but two ;|iti<deB that 
y igsl U t d him enceediogfy. The first was the disebasging such 
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arrears as were due to the ttoops-; a piece of )astice» iiMiiout 
** which they would not suffer him to departf and lirithout which 
nothing could go forward. The second was the propriety of his 
leaving the Government in such able, trusty hands, as would' put 
** it in his power to appear before the Viceroy, his uncle, with 
such a number of troops and such a quantity of artillery, as 
** would prove adequate to his station and rank ; in one word, 
** with such a force as might ensure the exertions expected from 
** him, as a soldier, a General, and a worthy nephew of such an 
** uncle.*' Such an unexpected proposal being liable to many 
difficulties, Heddiet-aaly-qhan answered : “ That he (the Govenor) 
could not be ignorant how circumscribed were his means, and 
** how unadequate were his finances to the business of discharge 
“ ing the arrears due to the troops. That nevertheless, being 
** zealously attached to his person, he was ready to go ^11 lengths 
to serve him ; but that however the utmost could do, would be 
to refer one part of those arrears to the principal receivers of the 
" finances, and to borrow the otbe*^ upon his own private credit 
** from bankers and money-lenders ; taking upon his own account 
the balance that would still renijiin due, and undertaking to 
** come to an agreement on that subject with the army agents, 
** to whom he would pay it at such times as might be agreed 
** between them." He added, '* That as to the tranquillity of the 
** country, and the peaceable behaviour of the inhabitants, he would 
take that article totally upon himself, and would answer for 
"anyone’s presuming to excite troubles, or turning refractory." 
Such a speecti could not but please the Governor. It tranquillised 
his mind, and he answered by returning his acknowledgments, 
and by assuring him that " this was what had always been upper- 
" most in his thoughts ; to satisfy the soldier, and to keep the 
" country quiet ; and that now, that such a point was secured, he 
" felt himself perfectly at ease, and as he was thoroughly con- 
" vinced that none but himself could discharge that important 
" trust with honour, so he would not cast his eyes upon any other 
" for bestowing it, being sensible that no one but himself could 
" render an important service in a delicate conjuncture." Heddiet- 
aali-qhan having answered according to the propriety of the case, 
and the dignity of the two speakers, went home ; and sendififf 
for his younger brother, Mehdi-nessar-qhan, Pajrmaster^General 
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of tbe forcesi and for the sewral Commanders with all the army-* 
agents, he took upon himself the payment of their arrears ; but 
obtained their promises that toey would stand by their Governor 
in these times of difficulty, and would follow him in his expedition 
to Bengal. After this, he engaged them to leave their agents 
with him, that they might receive their respective balances, and 
furnish their respective receipts. This difficult business having^ 
been brought to an end, and the Governor being now easy in his 
mind, he made choice of a fortunate day, and set out for Bengal 
with five thousand cavalry, and about six or seven thousand 
infantry ; carrying with him all his friends and favorites, and leav- 
ing the government of the province to Hed^iet-aaly-qhan, to 
whom he gave the investiture of that office in a rich Qhylaat. He 
took with him my paternal uncle, Mehdi-nessar-qhan, and also my 
maternal ^grand uncle Abdol-aaly-qhan, who having stretched 
every nerve to satisfy oi»toi his private fortune all the men in his 
brigade, had engaged uoem by that effort to follow him to Bengal. 
It will not prove a5s'» to the reader to be told that a little 

before his departure, this nobleman had received another letter 
from Aaly-verdy-qhan, his kinsman, which contained the same 
invitation as the former, but where that Viceroy had wrote with 
his own hand in the margin this verse of the poet : 

We expected from our friendi. some proofs of their attachment 

And here he had stopped short, without adding the second 
verse which would have closed th^^ distich ; but when the two 
noblemen arrived at M<Srsh8d-abad with such numerous troops, 
and they went to pay thoir respects to their uncle, the latter on 
embracing Abdol-aaly-qbar, closed the distich, and added : 

** But what we had been suspecting, proves to be an error." 

Notwithstanding such a reinforcement, the Viceroy thought 
it prudent to assemble more forces ; and he made additions to the 
several corps commanded by his Generals, taking care, however, 
to proportion the new levies to their respective merits. Mustapha- 
qhan’s brigade, which was of five thousand men, was carried to 
eight thousand ; his military degree was raised to five thousand 
horse, and his name received the epithet or title of the Tiger in 
battle ;(i8) and to that distinction was added a fringed Paleki and 
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a kettle-drum. The title of Bahadyr or vAliant was also ec^hfer- 
red on Fakyr-ollah-beg-qhan and on NSrollah-beg-^qhan, as well 
as on Mir-djaafer-qban, who was allied to the Viceroy, and on 
Hdider-aaly-qtian, who was brother to Huss6in-c81y-qhan ; and 
to this distinction, was added the more substantial one of an aug-« 
mentation on the numbers of their respective brigades* This 
latter favour, together with a higher pay, and several marks of 
honour and distinction, was likewise bestowed on Bahadyr-aaly- 
qhan, who commanded the artillery ; and on Omer-qhan, Shim- 
shir-qhan, and Serdar-qhan, who were Afghan officers. To these 
precautions was added that of repairing thoroughly the artillery 
both light and heavy, and of making some augmentations in it ; 
and at the same time, some war-elephants were trained to march 
close to the Viceroy’s elephant and on his front. In short, no 
preparative that could be thought of having been omitted, Aaly-* 
verdy-qhan waited with impatience the end of the rainy season. 

It was in this critical conjuncture that a mobleman from the 
Imperial Court announced his arrival in Bengal. It was MSrid-* 
qhan, who came on purpose for enforcing payment of the revenue 
of that country, which of late had proved much arreared. The 
Viceroy who had objections both to his errand, and to his entrance 
into Bengal, requested his stopping at Azim-abad, where he was 
to wait until the Marhatta invasion could be brought to a conclu- 
sion. Meanwhile, he wrote to the Emperor (and this was 
Mahmed-shah), That at present his faithful servant had it not 
in his power to forward, as usual, the Imperial revenue, being 
totally disabled by the Marhatta’s invasion ; which also had 
obliged him to dismiss the Valiant M8rid-qhan, from M8r- 
** sh8d-abad (a city now become the theatre of war), and to desire 
him to tranquillise himself at Azim-abad, until an end was put 
to the Marhatta ravages ; but that with God’s blessing, he 
hoped that, under the fortunate auspices of His Majesty, he 
would give a good account of those freebooters, especially if at 
such a critical time as this, it should be his Imperial pleasure to 
send some nobleman of the presence, or any other General to 
** assist his own efforts ; as it was feared that should any accident 
happen to him in this warfare, the enemy would not fail to 
** possess himself of the country, and to occasion thereby a heavy 
loss to the Imperial treasury and wardrobe, which both were 
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chiefly supplied from the revenue and ihamtfactures of Bengal. 

** So that to assist his faithful servanti and to pay a proper atten- 
tion to the state of thingSi were considerations highly important, 

^^and highly deserving the care of the Imperial fnind^ being in 
their nature such as would prove highly conducive to the wel- 
fare of the whole Empire." The petition having been perused 
by the Emperor, and the truth of what it contained, ascertained 
beyond dispute, Mahmed-shah became apprehensive of the con- 
sequences ; and he not only held consultations with his Ministers, 
but he also asked Emir-qhan’s advice, although that nobleman 
was now far off at his Government of Ilah-abad. Such being the 
opinion entertained of his attachment and abilities, that the Em- 
peror wrote him a letter with his own hand. Emir-qhan, in his 
answer, agreed with all the Ministers on the propriety and 
necessity of succouring Aaly-verdy-qhan, whose merits were un- 
questionable. The Emperor, therefore, wrote a letter in his own 
hand to Ab81-mans8r-qhan, son-in-law and successor to Saadet- 
qhan in the province of A8d. That General commanded in a 
country contiguous to those governed by the Viceroy of Bengal ; or sends A?S. 
and he was known to be master of a good army and a good artil- ^"^B^adji- 
lery. The Emperor commanded his marching immediately to 
Aaly-verdy-qhan’s assistance ; and he wrote also to Emir-qhan, 
to urge Ab81-mans8r-qhan's departure, and to afford him every 
assistance in his power. « He also wrote to Baladji-rao, who was 
Commander-in-Chief of all the Marhatta forces, and he laid his 
commands upon him to this purport : ” That as great sums accru- 

ed to his benefit from the payments made him by the Imperial 
treasury on account of the Chout, and those payments were 
“ likely to suffer greatly from the ravages made in Bengal by the 
insolent freebooters, sent thither by Rago-dji-bhoslah, under 
the command of Bha-suker-pandet ; it was proper he should 
repair thither to inflict such a chastisement on those plunderers 
as might deter them from ever renewing their insolencies again." 

Whilst the Emperor was writing to the Viceroy, and exort- 
ing the Marhatta General, Aaly-verdy-qhan was assembling a 
numerous army with a great train of artillery ; and having in- 
voked the assistance of the Omnipotent succourer, he quitted ,tbe 
city, accompanied by his two sons-in-Iaw, by his kinsman, Abdol- 
Mly»qban, and by a great number of persons of distinction, 
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attached to his person. Neva£is|i-mabmed-*qhan| bis eldest 
nephew, ivas left in the city with his brigade and a sufficient 
number of troops for the protection of that Capital^ in which he 
was appointed Deputy Governor. So that the Viceroy quitted the 
suburbs on the decline of the rainy season, indeed, but whilst the 
ground was yet miry and intersected by an infinity of waters ; 
such being his eagerness to fight Bha-sukur, and his settled resolu- 
tion to drive those ravagers out of Bengal. In a few days’ march 
he arrived at the wished for spot which was over against Catwa, 
from which he was parted only by the Bagrawty, the river that 
flows at M8rsh8d-abad. For eight days together, the two armies 
cannonaded each other across the river, Bha-sukur being en- 
camped on the other side ; but he had also troops on this side 
the river which fronted Aaly-verdy-qhan. The main of his army 
was on the other side with the Bagrawty on his flank, and the 
lesser river of Adji on his front; and so well was he served by 
Mir-habib, that he had also a sloop anchored on the middle of the 
river, the artillery of which played on the flank of the Bengal 
army, and proved a great bar to their crossing the river. So that 
Aaly-verdy-qhan ordered his troops to cross over in a dark night 
upon a bridge of boats ; after which they were to cross the Adji 
also, upon another such a bridge, and then to fall immediately 
on the Marhatta camp. As the country extending from the Adji 
on both sides of the Bagrawty was free from Marhattas, the Vice- 
roy found means to form a bridge with large boats, and to carry 
his whole army over with a great deal of ease and in one night ; 
after which the boats of the middle of the bridge being let down 
the stream, by one and two at a time, were ranged at the mouth 
of the Adji. It happened that the Marhattas were fast asleep, 
(and so was their fortune) and that no body did hail the boats, 
or if any did, the boatmen would give them an answer, and then 
would continue to slide down. By such a manoeuvre, a number of 
boats were assembled in the Adji, where they served to make a 
bridge over it, and it was completed a little before d^y-break at 
about half a cosse above the Marhatta camp ; nor did the Mar- 
hattas get any intelligence of this double manoeuvre, or even 
suspect anything of either, and therefore they made no kind of 
opposition. The second bridge then being finished, Aaly-verdy- 
qhan ordered his best Commanders with their brigades to pass on 
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foot aftd in silence. These were Mutapha-<|l^n| and Shinidiir* 
qban» and Umer-qhani and Rehem-qhan, and I^aafer-qhan. He 
was himself at the head of the bridgei and recommended to them 
to cross over briskly, and to fall at once upon the*enemy, with- 
out giving them time to recover from their surprise, assuring 
them at the same time that, whilst they shbuld be engaged, him- 
self with the main of the army would cross the river, and support 
them betimes, without giving the enemy time to form and to 
remedy the disorder. The scheme was well laid ; and the bravest 
and most forward of the army, resolved to gain honour, were 
already passing over the bridge, when by an unforeseen accident, 
one or two of the boats in the middle of the bridge gave way, 
and sunk. The night being dark, and those on the bridge mak- 
ing haste to advance, whilst those behind were heedlessly pusb^ 
ing forwards, vast numbers of men fell in the water, and were 
swallowed up in the eddies of an unexpected death. It is cred- 
ibly reported that fifteen hundred brave men lost their lives by that 
accident, and some say much more. It was after losing such a 
number of men, that the breach at the bridge became known, and 
people stopped short where they were, in expectation of seeing 
it repaired. But Aaly-verdy-qhan was so well served, that the 
breach was made up instantly by other boats ; and the foremost 
and bravest passed on eagerly. The day was going to dawn, 
and hardly two or three«thousand men had passed, when these 
having consulted together, concluded that if they gave time to 
the enemy to take a view of their numbers, the affair might take 
a bad turn ; but that if they should fall to immediately, everything 
might be expected from the surprise. The valorous chiefs, after 
a short consultation, took to their sabres and bucklers ; and mak- 
ing a short prayer, they pushed on at full speed, and in an 
instant broke through the enemy's encampment. Cries arose im- 
mediately that Aaly-verdy-qhan was arrived, and that mighty army 
of Marhattas, without further inquiry and without further intel- 
ligence, mounted immediately and fled on all sides ; whilst the 
braves that pursued them, with sabres as destructive and as sud- 
den as lightning, were slaughtering them by shoals, and strew- 
ing the ground with their dead. Aaly-verdy-qhan having crossed 
the river in his boats of pleasure, sent them back to ferry ;the 
people over ; and in a little time elephants and cannon, and heavy 
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aftilteryi and numbers of troops were already on thia stdoi 
ee^er to engage the enemies. Their General having ranged Aiem 
in order, departed immediately, overtook his vanguard, and C0n«- 
tinued the pursuit, makings great' slaughter of the enemies. The 
Marhattas with all their boasts and all their power, having just 
taken up what any one could carry upon his horse, left the re- 
mainder where it was, and continued flying incessantly, without 
ever looking behind, or taking notice of the small number and 
disorder of their enemies. After having run over a deal of ground 
and distanced their pursuers- some of them took time to breathe, 
and on looking behind, they observed the small number of their 
pursuers ; upon which they turned about and skirmished in ad- 
vancing about one mile ; when having discovered that Aaly-verdy- 
qhan was in full march with his whole army and artillery, ready 
to chastise them, they made no stand, but turned about and 
continued their flight. 

Aaly.verdy.qhan was the more inclined to ascribe this victory 
to the particular care of Providence, as the accident happened to 
those unfortunate men at the bridge, might have been of the 
utmost consequence, his vanguard being composed wholly of their 
friends and relations. He therefore gave his troops some rest, 
and for that day encamped in the Marhatta camp. The dead 
bodies were fished up, disengaged from their arms and clothes, 
and washed and purified, according to law, and committed to 
the earth. It was observed that they had a bluish appearance. 
Doubtless it was because the weather was so very hot, it being 
the end of th^ rains ; and because the unfortunate people being 
straightened by their arms and clothes, had undergone a kind 
of strangulation and choking. This remarkable victory was 
obtained in the month of Shaaban of the year 1155 of the 
Hedjrah ; and Bha-sukur sensible that he had done as much as 
could be done, took to the valleys of the Pachaet country,; his 
troops in the utmost fear and confusion, evacuating the districts 
of HSgly, Bardevan. and MidnipSr, and all the other countries, 
which they had taken possession of. They were flying everywherci 
and everywhere pursued by Aaly-verdy-qhan, who intent on their 
destruction, did not take a da/s rest. Bha-sukur intimidated 
by the enem/s eagerness, struck into a tract full of brambles and 
thorny brbken grounds, where the pursuers and the pursued were, 



Kxi^ly liMerenc^ by a distanjeeof sn or seven <»8SfB«. Ina few 
they both arrived in a woody tract fuU of snakes and large 
red aiits, but so incredibly be^et with tall trees and underwood, 
that in no part of the forest could two horsemen pass abreast* 
Insomuch tiiat it became impossible for the officers to know where- 
their own men were. So ' far from being ied>le to hear of the 
enemy, Kiai-sukur unable to open his way to his own frontiers, 
through such a difficult country, and at a loss how to manage- 
with such an enemy at his heels, found himself obliged to leave 
the management of the march to Mir-habib ; and that able G^ner^ 
found means to bring him back to the woods of BishenpSr, from 
whence he proceeded through the plain of Chendracona, and at 
last emerged about MidnipSr. From thence he sent troops to 
oppose Sheh-maas8m, in Oressa, a Commander who encamped at 
HariarpSr yrith a handful of men. The Marhattas informed of 
the feebleness of his force, fell upon him, after having several 
times offered him terms, which he has often refused ; so that the 
brave officer listening only to his sense of honour and fidelity, 
came out of his lines -with his handful of men, and after a furious 
engagement which cost much blood, he fell like a brave man, 
selling his life to the highest bidder. 

Meanwhile Aaly-verdy«qhan informed that the Marhattas 
having given him the slip, had shown themselves in the Midni- 
pSr, marched back from th*at difficult country ; and having cross- 
ed the whole Bardevan, he advanced with a resolution to attack 
them. So much expedition and perseverance could not but add 
to the fears of the Marhatta General, who far from being recover- 
ed from his panic of Catwa, fled again from MidnipSr, and then 
to Balisser-bender (Balassor), all this while without being able 
to get rid of his pursuers, as the Viceroy was continuing the 
pursuit without giving himself any rest. The Marhattas tired 
with so much obstinacy, faced about and resolved to try his 
chance again. The action was warm, and cost the lives of a 
number of brave men on both sides ; but still with a greater loss - 
on the side of Bha-sukur, who finding that his difficulties in- 
creased upon him, fled again, and was still pursued by the bravest 
and best mounted of the Bengal army; whilst the Viceroy fol- 
lowed with the main and an artillery of such large cannon,, aa 
* wohkl' have shaken the g^obe. Matters came to su«^ a; pass. 
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that the Marhattas often cut down\ and then endlessly pbrsubd, . 
and often experiencing^ the heavy blows of the enemies, at last 
lost courage, ,and could not be bropght to face about, or to stand 
their ground for half an hour ; and their General eternally pursu-> 
ed, fled again, until he reached the last boundaries of Oressa, 
and even through the frontiers of Decan ; so that the Viceroy 
continued the pursuit as far as the Chiica Lake, where finding no 
enemy before him, and even no traces of their laggers, he return- 
ed crowned with glory to Catec, where hearing how bravely and 
faithfully he had been served by Sheh»Maas8m, he sent for his 
family, condoled with it, and took care of its well-being. The 
post of that brave man was given to Abdol-nebi-qhan, uncle to 
Mustapha-qhan, on whose recommendation his military degree 
was raised up to three thousand horse, to which distinction was 
added an augmentation in the effective men of his regiment, a 
kettle-drum, a fringed Paleky, and the title of Bahadyr or Vali- 
ant. A number of other troops were commanded to attend him, 
and he received strict orders to keep a watchful eye over the 
enemy’s motions. This officer, on his nephew’s invitation, had 
quitted Samana, the place of his nativity and that of his ances- 
tors ; and with a choice body of men, composed entirely of his own 
nation, and officered by his own family, he had joined the army 
a little after the battle of Bardevan, where he had offered his 
services to the Viceroy. His brigade, which Was of no less than 
five thousand men, was ordered to remain with him ; and to this 
was added a body of musqueteers, and as much artillery and 
necessaries as the time and place seemed to require. But as the 
man, being a rough soldier, understood very little of administra- 
tion, the son of the first Minister, Djankiram, was ordered to 
attend to that business under the title of his Pishcar or agent. 
This was Radja DSlSbram. 

It was after those arrangements had already been taken, that 
news came of Ab81-mans8r-qhan’s arrival at Azim-abad, and also 
of some disobliging actions of his, which rendered it necessary to 
find a remedy, unless he came to some concessions. Such an 
intelligence having haistened the Viceroy's departure from Catec, 
he recommended the country and inhabitants to the care of the 
new Governor, hung at his ear two pendants of wholesome advice, 
and set out on his return to M8rsh8d-abad, carr}dng with him his * 
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his friend^ ^od tiie rest of his troops. He tra- 
versed .the MidnipSr and Bardevan ; and it was in this last place 
he received intelligence that Ab 81 -mans 8 r-qhan had returned to 
his own country. This was at the very time when Aaly-verdy- 
qhan was taking measures to drive him" awSy. The singular be- 
haviour of that pretended succourer had made such an impression 
on his mind, that some days before, he had put this question to 
Mustapha-qhan : General/* said he, you hear that the Viceroy 

** of A8d acts very much like an enemy. He disposes of every- 
thing in my country, with as little ceremony as if he were at home. 
Should it become necessary to make him change his mannersj 
''how are we to manage? For the Marhattas find me work enough.*’ 
The General, without hesitation, answered, he did not see 

there any matter that should require much deliberation ; let 
your Highness tear this man to pieces, added he, and let me 
scamper c^er the other ; and rest assured that a good account 
shall be given of him. Whilst the Viceroy was musing on this 
answer, news came that Baladji-rao, the Marhatta Generalissimo, 
having set out by the £mperor*s order for succouring Bengal, 
was arrived at a few days from M8rsh8d-abad; so that the Viceroy 
hastened his march, sensible that he would hardly have landed in 
his palace, before he should have been obliged to leave it again. 

By this time the news of the victories over the Marhattas 
had reached the Imperial Court, and the Emperor, perfectly satisfi- 
ed with the Viceroy's conduct, wrote him with his' own hand a 
letter full of encomiums, bestowed on him the title of Hessam^ 
el^mulk, or Sword of the- Kingdom, and added to lhat favour 
that of a rich Sabre and Poniard, with a Serpich or circlet, and 
Djica or Aigrette, and a chaplet of large pearl ; and not content 
with those honours, he sent him a whole dress of his own wear- 
ing. He at the same time complied vrith the petition he had 
sent up, and conferred new titles and new honours on the princi- 
pal persons of his family. Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, who enjoyed 
already the title of the Valorous in Wars, was decorated with 
that of the Respectable of the Empire ; S&yd-ahmed-qhan, already 
the Impetuous in Battles, was proclaimed the Important of the 
Empire, and Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, already the Imposing in 
Battles, became the Honour of the State. At the same time 
thov epithet of the Honoured of the Empire was bestowed on 

55 
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Ata-ollah-qhan, and those of Qham or Lord, and &ahadyr 
Valiant, on Mustapha-qhan, who also received the patents of a 
command of three thousand horse. 

But as we have only been hinting^ at the extreme impropriety 
of AbSl-mansSr-qhan’s conduct at Azim-abad, it becomes our duty 
to explain that subject more fully. His arrival at that city happened 
about the beginning of Shevval, 1155, and his departureabout the 
end of the next month, precisely about the time when Aaly-verdy- 
qhan finding no enemies to contend with, gave the pursuit over at 
the lake of Chilca, and returned victorious to Catec, where he 
received those letters from Azim-abad that excited his indignation. 
But he was already in the neighbourhood.of M8rsh8d-abad, when 
there appeared on the opposite neighbourhood of that city, two 
Marhatta armies, full as dangerous the one as the other, although 
Rago-dji-bhosslah, who commanded the one was come to ravage 
Bengal, and the Generalissimo Baladji-r^o, who was at the head 
of the other, had orders to protect and succour that country. This 
was in the year 1 1 56. It was at such a conjuncture, that those whom 
the prosperity of our family had rendered jealous found means 
to throw a very invidious light on the nature of the connection 
between my honoured father and Ab8Umans8r-qhan. So slight 
an acquaintance, which had been forced upon him by the necessity 
of the times, was converted into a crime within Aaly*verdy-qban’s 
hearing, and especially in the presence of his nephew, who was 
Governor-General of Bahar. Such an imputation drew conse- 
quences after it, which did not fail to put an end to the intimacy 
that had hitherto subsisted between those illustrious persons, and 
to turn sentiments of love and attachment into mutual disgust 
and heart burnings. This misunderstanding happened in the 
following manner : As soon as the rainy season was over, and 
the miry roads were already drying up, Ab8I-mans8r-qhan set out 
of A8d, his capital, and advanced towards Azim-abad. He was at 
the head of a very respectable force, consisting of about ten thou- 
sand Hindostanies, all stout men, well mounted, and Well accoutr* 
ed ; and seven thousand Moghuls, all well armed, and all mount- 
ed on horses their own country. These were mostly deserters 
from the army of Nadyr shah ; all old soldiers, accustomed to long 
marches and frequent. successes. He had besides a numerous 
artillery well served ; and ,it was followed by a camp amply ^ 
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f with everything^ that could be desired. (19) On his set- 
ting out he wrote in these terms to Emir-qhan» Viceroy of llah- 
abad, who was his friend andjpatron: ** Your respectful friend on 
** His Majesty’s special command, backed by your own advice and 
** request, is going to succour the Viceroy*of Bengal, who is hard 
** pressed by the Marhattas. But as such an expedition shall to 
** all appearance be liable to a variety of difficulties and obstacles ; 
** and on the other hand, it is well known that my own Govern- 
** ment is a continual scene of insurrections and troubles, and full 
of Zemindars, accustomed to insubordination and independence, 
whose refractory necks, of course, require continually a curbing 
hand ; my situation at the very setting out becomes perilous. 
“ I can neither leave my consort and family amongst them, nor 
** carry them decently along with me ; nor do 1 possess, or see 
about me, any such place of shelter where I might leave them 
** with safety. Your bumble servant supplicates, therefore, that 
** you vouchsafe him the fortress of Chennar ; after which favour 
** your respectful suitor having his heart set at ease about these 
** two delicate articles, shall proceed with peace of mind on his 
** expedition. ” Emir-qhan on perusing that letter, complied with 
the request, and sending Ab8i-mans8r-qhan thepatentof Govern- 
or of Chennar, he ordered his own Governor to evacuate the 
place, and to deliver it to him. Ab8I-mans8r-qhan furnished with 
such credentials, threw a bridge of boats on the Ganga, at Bana- 
res ; and having crossed over, he went with his whole family to 

see and admire the fortress of Chennar ;(2o} after which he placed 

■ ^ - 

(19) These expressions of our author about artilleries well served, ought not 
to mislead the reader ; for although those expressions occur frequently, it is certain 
that all those artilleries were as cumbersome and as ill-mounted and served as were 
the artilleries of Europe three hundred years ago. It is only since the year 1760^ 
that some Indians have put themselves upon the footing of having an artillery 
mounted and served nearly in the European manner ; although it is indubitable 
that they had gunpowder and firearms so early as five thousand years ago, as it is 
indubitable that silkworms, Grecian fire or gunpowder and Bombikinas, or Pamba- 
kinUs, that is, Pamback, or cotton came together from India to Europe in 
Justinian's time^ about twelvexenturies ago. 

(ao) Chennar, or as it is pronounced by the Natives Chennar-gur, although a 
fortress upon a rock, as are almost all the fortresses of India, is not to be compared 
to Gdaliar, Rotass, Gandicotta, and so many others. It has no ground within itself 
capable of furnishing for years together to the subsistence of a garrison ; nor has 
it SOI many conveniencies. Nevertheless It is so happily seated on a neck of land. 
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in it a garrison and a Governor of bio owni and continued bis ffoitte 
to Azim-abad, together with his consort and famiiyi hta design 
being to send them back immediately to Chennar/ should there be 
AbSl man * necessity of fighting the enemy at Azim-abad. He marched with 
sSr^han^marl a pomp equally warlike and imposing. The poorman’s father, S€id 
wSthe vIto' Heddiet-aaly-qhan, Bahadyr, was at that time Deputy Governor 
Toy of Bengal, of the province of Azim-abad, where he soon received from bis 
master, Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, a letter in these terms ; *^Ab8U 
mans8r-qhan, tie Impetuous in Wars, is commanded by the 
Imperial Court to come to the assistance of His Sublime High- 
“ ness, the Formidable in Battles, who is the Intrepid of the State, 
and the Sword of the Empire. Whenever that General shall 
** have come near the city, you are to go out to meet him, and 
to do ever 3 rthing which you shall deem proper for receiving, 
‘'entertaining, welcoming, and obliging him ; and let there not 
“ happen anything that may give him displeasure/’ 

As Ab81-mans8r-qhan was approaching, a panic seized all the 
inhabitants of Azim-abad, who dreaded the character which those 
deserters from Nadyr-shah’s army bore all over those parts for 
their insubordination and their ferocity. Hiis character of theirs 
was so well known, that the citizens were as constemed, as if 
they had been called up for the last judgment. They had heard 
of the cruelties exercised at the general massacre of Shah-djehan- 
abad, and knew that their Deputy Governor, although furnished 
with a body of troops suitable to his office and station, was by 
no means equal to a contest with so formidable a guest, who was 
followed by kn unbridled soldiery, of whose fury and resoluteness 
they had conceived the highest opinion. Nor was the Deputy* 
Governor himself without bis apprehensions on that account, as 
he had not the least connection with that General ; and the 
necessity of providing for his own honour, dictated the propriety 
of seeking out some mediator. Luckily for him, he now recol- 
lected that M8rid-qhan, the nobleman sent from Court, and rele- 
gated by Aaly-verdy-qhan at Azim-abad, was a S8yd*of the race 
of the Tebatebas, as well as my honoured father himself; and as 
this circumstance had soon produced an acquaintance which had 
occasioned much intercourse, and then a sfrict intimacy, he was 

almost surrounded by the Ganges, that it commands effqctwslfy that river, and the 
plain on both sides of the waten Ibbaboat fifteen Boi^lak^'mllee 
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ikiher tbe4itta^ person for the office of introductor 
v^ad^ioae^ator with AbSKmansSrf-qhan : for he was himself a 
liiord of' the presencci and h^ been at Delhi a ^reat friend of 
AhSl-mansSr^qhan's. To M8rid«qhan, therefore, he disclosed his 
apprehensions in a distant indirect manndr ; and this nobleman 
' having *qui^ed bis mind on thathead, took upon himself the task 
of introducing him to that General* With that view he quitted the 
city, and went to meet that new comer, from whose camp he in 
a few days wrote to my father to inform him “that he might 
“ come by all means, without any fear and without giving himself 
“ the least uneasines on what he had so much apprehended/' This 
letter was accompanied by one from the General himself, which was 
conceived in terms full of kindness, and expressed a desire to see 
him. The Deputy Governor, encourged by these letters, advanced 
as far as Monir, where he paid his respects to the General as he 
was passing, by whom he was received and spoke to with, much 
kindness and affability ; after which he came with his retinue to 
Azim-abad, where one of Ab81-mans8r*qhan's first order was, to 
clear the castle of every thing and person belonging to the 
Governor •General, Zin-eddin^ahmed^qhan. He had already sent 
a guard of Moghuls to take possession of the gates ; so that it 
became impossible to bring anything out of the Governor’s lodg- 
ings* However, when night came on, my father sent me with a 
number of trusty men, who found means to bring together in one 
place the furniture and things belonging to his master ; from 
whence they were carried with silence and precaution out of the 
castle to a house that had been appropriated tO that service, 
but from whence it became necessary to carry them farther again 
into a house clo$e to our own lodgings, where they remained 
safe* The next day Ab81-mans8r-qban made a pompous entry 
into Azim-^bad ; and without stopping anywhere, he repaired to 
the castle, where he placed a number of his own men, after hav- 
ing taken a slight survey of it ; from thence he went to perform 
his devotions at the mausoleum of his matemal-uncle, (monu- 
ment that goes by the name of Saadet-qhan’s father ) and after 
having religiously visited the place, and pronounced a short 
prayer, he returned to his camp, which had been pitched at 
Baky-poor* Thither he was followed by every one of the Crown- 
oAcecs^ byr the heads of office, by all the Mansubdanr Md 
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Zemindars, and Djaghirdars, and by all the men of distinction itt 
ing Ma^ur tnadc it a point to figure amongst the foremost of 

s8r qhan™*”* those that presented him their Nuzurs and respects. But as he 
was exceedingly proud, and assuming, he barely received their 
homages, without paying any more attention to the highest than 
he did to the lowest of them : a disdainful behaviour that made 
every one of the visitors return home very much dissatisfied with 
the success of this visit ; nor did he use the Governor-General 
less cavalierly. There were then at Azim-abad some war-elephants, 
perfectly well trained, which the Governor-General had left there 
as a resource against the Marhattas ; but Ab81-mans8r-qhan no 
sooner heard of them, than he sent for my honoured father, and 
desired his making those animals over to him on what price he 
chose to fix upon them. Heddiet-aaly-qhan answered in these 
very words : ** My Lord, neither my master is a merchant, nor is 
** your servant his shopkeeper. You are a mighty Lord and Com- 
mander, and so is my Lord and Commander ; moreover there 
intervenes between you and him so much intercourse and union, 
that it would be injurious to think that two such illustrious 
personages can become strangers to each other. Of course what- 
** ever belongs to him, belongs also to his friend ; your Excellency, 
** therefore, may take whatever you please ; but I, as his servant, 
** cannot give any thing, without an express order from him.*' 
To this speech no regard was paid ; and Ab81-mans8r-qhan hav- 
ing cast the eye of covetousness upon so small an object, as three 
or four elephants and three or four pieces of cannon, sent for 
them by his C]^wn people, and kept them in his camp. Such pro- 
ceedings having been reported at M8rsh8d-abad, displeased Aaly- 
verdy-qhan so much, that he wrote him a letter in a proper style, 
where he desired him to forbear coming to M8rsh8d-abad, as it 
would be better for him to return to his own Government. He 
also sent ap a petition to the Emperor purporting, ** that he did 
not stand in need of such assisters, as by God’s blessing, and 
under His Majesty’s auspices, his servant would shew what he 
could perform ; and that as no cordiality could ever take place 
between such a succourer and himself, his faithful std>ject, he 
'' hoped that Ab8l-mans8r-qhan would be ordered back to his 
own Government.” The Emperor, informed of the matter, wrote 
to Ab8Umans8r-qhan, commanding his rettirningtofab post; and 
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ill giving the letter to that^ GeneTal’s agent, he intimated hie 
pleasure that his master should depart immediately on the re- 
ceipt of it. But before this order could arrive from the capital, 
AbSl-mansSr-qhan was already informed of its corftents, as well 
as of the effect which Aaly-verdy-qhan’s representation had made 
on the Emperor’s mind. He had likewise received intelligence 
by the same channel that Baladji-r^o was by the Emperor’s own 
command putting himself in motion, and that he would soon be 
expected at Azim-abad in his march to Bengal, where he was 
directed to succour Aaly-verdy-qhan. Now as there subsisted 
much enmity between that General and Baladji-rao on account 
of the bloody defeat given to Baladji-r&o’s father by Saadet-qhan, 
and of the many Marhatta Commanders which had fallen in the 
victor’s hands, and were still kept confined by his son-in law, 
Ab81-mans8r-qhan ; the latter who suspected every one of Bala- 
dji-rilos motions, thought it best to be arrived betimes at A8d, 
his own capital. Quitting, therefore, Azim-abad without loss of 
time, he advanced to Monir, where he crossed the Ganga on a 
bridge of boats, which he threw on that river ; from whence he 
by long marches proceeded to his own country ; and it vras from 
Monir he dismissed the Deputy Governor, who out of respect had 
accompanied him so far. 

This visit of his to Ab81-mans8r-qhan, although dictated by 
necessity, was represented by envy and detraction in a very 
bad light. It was varnished likewise wdth an imputation of such represented, 
sinister purposes, as had never so much as entered into that wothy 
man’s mind ; and as on the other hand both Aaly-verdy-qhan and 
his nephew had already suspicions against M8rid-qhan’s journey 
and errand, and they were much displeased at some vile actions 
and some very improper behaviour of Ab81-mans8r-qhan’s ; the 
accusations against the Deputy sunk the deeper in their minds 
as being seemingly founded on facts uncontroverted« Both 
therefore were incensed against him, and the young Governor- 
General more than any other ; but this, however, he kept concealed 
in his mind, reserving it for a proper opportunity, which he hop- 
ed would arise whenever his undo should have defeated and 
expelled the Marhattas ; at which time he would be freed from 
the necessity of foreign assistance. However, notwithstanding 
so much dissimulation he at once substituted RHy-Chintamuodass, 
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his Divan« to Hediiet*aaly-qhan in the o£Bce of JM^ib or 
puty Governor of Azim-abad ; but this Minister falling sick a^er, 
his arrival at that city, where he died after a short illness, .the 
city remained for some time without ruler or a man in power* 
It was at this critical pioment that news came of Baladji-r&p’s^ 
approach with no less than forty of fifty thousand horse^. And 
what added to the terror of the inhabitants was, that by this time 
it became known that all along his passage he had exacted Qon* 
tributions ; and that whoever had paid with a good grace, had 
had his person, lands, and countiy^ spared ; but that whoever bad 
pretended to stand upon his defence, had not failed of having 
his person plundered, his country ruined, and his tenants put to 
the sword. ( 2 1 ) Such was the fate which availed a nobleman called 
Ahmed-qhan, who was grandson to DkSd-qhan, Coreishy, and 
held in fief the two districts of Incha and Gow in the province 
of Azim-abad, where he lived in Dk8d-nugur, a town Which had 
been founded and peopled by his grandfather, man think* 

ing that the Marhatta General, intent on going to Aaly-verdy- 
qhan’s assistance, would not lose any time in forming sieges, 
took shelter in Gh58ss-gur, a fort which he had built and fortified 
himself, close to D^8d«nugur, and where he retired with his family, 
troops, and all the merchants and moneyed men of the country, 
resolved to stand upon his defence, and to pay no contribution- 
Baladji-rao, informed of this, sent troops to chastise the man, and 
to destroy his fort. The troops advancing first against Dk8d- 
nugur, sacked and burned it to the ground ; and then made use 
of the bricks ,and other materials to fill up the ditch of the Fort 
of Gh68ss-gur, which was dose to it, and which they besieged im- 
mediately. This fight having put an end to Ahmed-qhan^s pride, 
and also to his presence of mind, he made his escape through 
one of the gates ; and now convinced of his impotence, he avail- 
ed himself of the mediation of some merchants within the fort, 
to make his peace with the Marhattas, and to ransom his life for 
fifty thousand rupees. 


(31) What are we to think of thooe Viceroys and those GeaeralisaitiiOea sent 
by an Imperial order to succour a province of the Empire ; and what are we to 
conclude from their treating eveiywhere that province as an enemy^s country f 
That the Empire had lost all that respect formerly paid to it, and adinlhistration, 
its energy ; and of course that a revolutioo was at hand, as In Iket Itaoon todkpiacf. 




baMe^td tlie dKts df the 
c it fe fittlP ik AMm^hilSi iDvho BMaitte distracted; with fears and ap- 
pilidketliaioitttS ^ Thejr assembled in great numbers abbut my hon-our* 
ed^ther's Iscmsei and the principal of them represented " that he 
• vreight and authority in the city ; and of 

cbhrse, tiie only one that could exert himself so effectually as to 
provide* for the honodr and safety of those multitudes of honest 
folkb that lived* within those walls/' For all answer Hbddiet- 
atdy^^qhaiXi srito bad already sent his family on the other side of 
the ’Gangai^aa^ advised them all to secuze their properties and 
fdmiHeS in the same manner ; after which he promised to stand by 
them at allevenfe. This advice having been complied with^ that 
noMemah waited anxiously with all the inhabitants in expectation 
of' Vrhak might come to be their fate. In this general consterna- 
ttOfi Heaven' seemed to have suscited a Saviour for them. There 
to^pipened Wbe in those very days, at Azim-abad, a very extra- 
ordtiiaVy man (to wfaom may God have granted letters of naturalis- 
ation in the kingdom of Paradise ! ) This man was Seyd-aalim- 
ollah-TebAteba, grandfather of me, the most inconsiderable of 
mankindj Who chanced to arrive in that city at a time when no- 
thing was to be heard of or seen, but uproar and consternation. 
In Wain did his sonj OUr honoured Heddiet-aaly-qhan, supplicate 
His Highness to cross the Ganga with the others, and to take his 
abode oh the other side. The venerable nobleman refused to listen 
to such ah advice, hoth because it was derogatory to his personal 
dignity, and because it would betray a lack of confidence in the 
resources of Providence. But as in consequence t>f his skill in 
the interpretation of the word of God, he seemed to be taught 
had inspired by God himself, so as to have some fore-knowledge 
of his ineffable ways ; he was far from taking fright, as others 
had done ; and he incessantly exhorted them to tarry in the city, 
aa ho harm would befall any one of them. One day he mounted 
very early his horse, and against his custom, he went alone, and 
so far as to*take a circuit of the whole extent . of the walls ; and 


(ss) firhifl rlTw Is a sufficient barrier. It consists in the driest weather of three 
st^aaoss, divickd *by sands, but fifteen or twenty feet deep ; and in the rains those 
strWnvs unite, and form a shee^ of water several miles broad upon a depth of six, 
seVffil^'iinidtedfttlihdeh ; and the stream runs then at the rate of from seven to tVelve 

5 « 
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QO‘ftiBjrtttttrn,;as;if lie dhad^Dade sotpe jliarov^t /or/liM^ 
aome'-inspiration .from abovse, he:bid m{^.’fat)l^'>l^,^vgeipdi<;liaiv^ 
«xliorted him to encourage the lihhahitanta* a^ fteaiU^^aiaMm^ 
them, .that no one amongst them* wpuld ifeel 'anjitiung idT Itb* 
storm which was drawing near. Thanks, infinile ^banfaltbe^^ 
<God, that the event happened precisely asJtfhadJbeeo.'loreUM'l 
Such .was that admirable .personage ; and iwere we tp npUBn^tMl 
everything we know of the dignity of his!behavioor,iandjof4lMB 
wdsdom.of his words, that mention would soon awettinto a:nplB» 
plete volume. But as the humblest and ihost ancon^idenkble -df 
mankind, has ventured .to write a piece of verses under tibe title 
of the Priest's Humanity, in which I am endeaimuirag.to give a 
feeble and very unadequate idea of his extraordinary - characiter^ 
and of a few of h.is very singular sayings and aetipttSfJ. flatter 
mjraelf that the curious shall condescend >to necur totiiat assail 
performance. At present our business is to mentioln the amgidar 
manner in which an attentive Providence has ’vo ucha a f ed to!in» 
terpose a finger in this unexpected .event. It happened hgf' the 
emanation of Divine .mercy, and the merits xA Ifis Majes^ the 
Prince of Messengers, as well as those of his pure and i mnsa cM r 
late offspring, that a jgentleman, named Goviad>dji-nhic,.wliQ’<nas 
a distant relation of Baladji-rSo's, chanced ithsm to be eadu^Ml 
in mercantile matters, and in the banking business at Btoares, 
from whence he had extended his concerns to Azim-ahad and to 
the .country adjoining ; in both which capacities he had chanced 
tp be several times .employed by my honoured father in his times 
of power and prosperity. In this manner he had made no ineon^ 
siderable gsups, and had obtained a variety of benefits that had 
produced an honourable well-being for him. This man vdio had 
never forgot the many favours he had received, and was thorough- 
ly sensible of tire truth of .that adage, that benefit is not to be 
req^ite4 but hy . benefit, resolved to avail himself of his^miatioo- 
ship, in ojcdertP procure some advan.tage to Jus ancient beaefsc- 
tor. Full iOf this lidea, he made haste to quit Baanses, and to 
rqmir to Baladji-r&os camp, where he exposed to timt-Ge n e rri ia- 
simo, his kinsman, how much he had been benefited 1^. f^eddiet- 
aaly-qhan’s patronage, and how much it wan incundmnt iipop.^hi^ 
gratitude to avail himself of .the present oppoituni^. 
some return. He ended his request by supplNalhqi;,. dhsk. - 
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Itf ‘iti^ a ihaAiifcr, aa tKiltfie 
ad^^iy'tfii his IdnsihatTs'slioarder; 

« abf* tiken away altoj^e^ef.” 

tin M^lKaitt^^Iaafead the' Gahattaliaiiitab'; be praised the motfv^s of 
Ms'lticaittiai^ai^^rbe'ss, ahd He'Wrote itnmediatbly to Heddiet- 
aiAp^haa a Ddtteir fuH'of kindness and' encomium^, in Which hh 
c^llbited^ him? tb stay fearlessly' in the citjr, and tb tranquillise thb 
ifflhdis of'tife inh^itantS^ as for his sake, he was resolved* to offer 
bijhtyi tb aby otoe bf them. Not' bbntent with that, he accom- 
^anied'' fats lettet^ with several' articles' of the richest and most 
catbas mabufketutes of Decan ; atid thanks be to God, he proved 
aSf^gimkPaS fats'Wbvd ; for it'pleased His Divine mercy out of regard 
tb^tie'iiferitS df hiy pttie mia<bd and immaculate l>odied'ances<- 
Midi' tb keep' at‘a-'diatahee thht hurricane of evils idiich' was going 
tbi^teak bpbh' dfe'ci^ df Azim^abad: Thanks be to the DiVlhe 
Meki^blld'td the' meiits of^ His Messenger, that-the venerable 
petebhage' we taave'been'mehtioningwith'so miich respect, having nik^ from 
ifr'his mahy peregrinations chanced to make a lohg sojourn at 
Aidnl^^dj every tongue became busy in publishing adequate •»d pUumfrs. 
ebbbmiumi^dH' the purity of Kis morals, and the benignity of hid 
birifaVibut and ' deportment. Nor can it be denied but that it is 
te^'ffie merits bf that venerable personage, and to the opinioil 
entertained by all ranks of the benefits derived from his presence^ 
that the World must ascribe that constant regard arid attention 
eWiryWhere shewn to me' the most inconsiderable of mankind; 
bttt'his graudson, and to every one of his relations and descend^ 
ants. It is to the influence of those merits of his, tkat I ascribe 
tllW many signal deliveries and providential escapes thrbugfa which 
fliaiKe been mote than once rescued from the most imminent 
dah^nL 

'^Itfr 'IiwIdre'ltisdMthtliat the worthy inan’s merits m’ost be known, and placed 
tuhfracooUst’; 

” Pdrinone d escr re s -tobe dee m e d 'suchi, but he that’ carries such a^ara^kr to 

thtf tiny grave.” 

• After atfigibssion which'tfae reader shall set to the accooUt 
of ihd importance bf the perSonkge, and the singularity of <the 
events we shall tetum>tjb the thread of our hbtbry,' Bhladji^rid; 
senirible'tliat' atr'am^c of MarimtUu-wonld never remrun undet 
' tbfatmb*ah4lie>dght of plunder, and ' anxious to approve: himself 
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a» good as bis word, quitted 

he .continued his route by Tic^wry and Gdya>4ehiad^A«ai iihndj' 
and at some distance from.tbat dt 3 r, thrOu^(4l|NW|li8««iidS)9dilB^ 
from whence he came again into the high road by/Mtmg^^ eyad 
BaghalpSr, two poputbus towns, the territory Mid inhahitMiti^af < 
which suffered exceedingly from the passage of -his troops. <'Nu4n<* 
hers had fled to the other side of the Ganga{ but a;la<^ of 
tinction, relict of Gh58s3-qhan, (a General cff great character Whom 
we have seen slain at the battle of Gheriah) being uBalde, for 
want of means to cross the river with her numerous family<(<>aiid 
having it not in her power to provide othermse fov-hiSS safety-; 
resolved to stand her ground and to defend her honour to the 
the very last drop of her blood. This heroine called her relations 
and dependants together, exhorted them to perish rather than > to 
behold their women defiled or even attempted ; andifindiqg them 
reralu^l^a doors of her houses, barricaded her 

lady at Ba. quarter, and arming her dependants with a small number of rusty 
musquets then at hand, she prepared to defend herself .against 
So^agafml mighty host of foes. All the inhabitants had fled; or bad 
the Marhatta submitted to defilement, and sack, and plunder ; and it waf only 
from that cluster of ruinous dwellings, that some opposition, ivas 
exhibited, and a report of some firing was heard. The plunderers 
surprised at so unexpected an appearance, surrouuded the .re- 
fractory quarter, and were in doubt whether they should fi^e it 
or not; for the firing went on, and some of their men were fall- 
ing. But meanwhile intelligence of this strange event handng . 
reached the bars of the Marhatta General, it excited a sense' of . 
admiration mixed with curiosity. Upon enquiry about thait strange 
event, he was informed “ that the widow of a renowned .Gcaecat, 
" being through poverty unable to provide herself with lot^ngs 
“ and subsistence on the other side of the water, had msobred to 
bury herself under the ruins of her house, rather than to suffer 
" any dehjcnient. That she had barricaded bCT quarter, and with a 
" handful of dependants, whom her resolution had’'WtiSed, she 
was defending it so well, that the plundereis»- litiita>aecttstened 
'*to .find so much resistance, had not dared '^^attesilMi fhoadd 
“ were, only lookii^', at it fcom alar. ^ Thoi iateillgeiifCO' 
Baladjii«3o. ^,He’wa8.a8t0eish«l4o find so Mieb:dailnjpMWlir4tt>a 
woman ^and-iipt eonteotvrith'fcaMnghnf 



ie^aige,«f 4t,;iWi^'Oni«f» iMtito «^%on 
tb«aiw»ufiti4l)i«.irboI?iuriiiiXsl)9uJ(4 hegpfus «ad |jUtAd4* 

«d|^44a^ tk^y vewld answer to bim for any iosvltBbeipighttti4f«)l' 

AfleC/ s^v»gi Ifkis order ihe cootioued bis, route by. .dte\ bitty 
cowfttry :/and.jtt>e gennie having strictly executed d^eir oiderei b)ob 
a-fe)fiieetll4.b!ay^ ef tbe heroine, and rejoined theb main,. Uto . 

Maltha (Seaecal <;ontinued his route, tbrousb bills and woods,iand 
idler sonste^days’ ntard^ be emerged in tbe plains of .the 9irboboin# 
which ia a tract in tbe neighbourhood of M8rsb8d'<al>ad,. . . , / 

Rhago^ji'bhosslah was on his side approaching that city. 

That. Prince incited by Kiarsukuri his General, had set up anjirttt i ee 
army,’ iwitb which he had again invaded Bengal, near the ca|ntal 
olilwid)^ be was now encamped, whilst BaladjurSo was. op the 
other ride iiSa that the unhappy country was in prey to two.aairiM 
of .freebooters at one and the same time, and seemed to be. covered 
by an inundation. Balad ji>rSo being yet encamped below Baghalr. 
p8r, Aafy-verdy-qhan gave him the meeting there at the bead of 
a numerous army.; and on hearing that the Generalissimo was just 
landed in his quarter, he went to make him a visit. It was on the Ambianens 
bank .of the Ganga. . As soon as he was described, the.Mariiqtta ^ ^ l ”? ^**** 
General advanced to meet him, and having embraced him accord, 
ing.to the Hindostanee custom, he brought him by the band to his n»«»raii««ima 
tent, wheie he. made him sit close to himself . on the same hi esned j > 

sothatthose .mighty personages gave an image of tlte conjunction 
of those, two celestial bodies. Mars and Jupiter. After the usual 
c<mni >lvw. eots, .and tbe customary ceremonies and presents, they 
parted.;, and Asly-verdy.qhan returned to his camp. This am* 
biguojus visit.' was returned the ne^^ day ; and the Viceroy of 
Bengal- having advanced a great way to meet his guest, brought 
him to-his test of audience, where he made him sit on the, same 
bfesnediiWith .himself ; and Paan.< (Beetle), and, essence of roses 
bavK^beotV lonred, , a numboc of traya,w.ere brought in, - whidi 
coptgiiifidb variety of .the most cwrionaand qostly stuffs$:nndio 
th9!ri}^lw«fa'joipm4a(.auin^ of plates of gold, stiewod withiaivwrinl^ 
ofjoiiiristnAdfgamw afte^wh|chxaina<a.chapl*bo| 











of ^(Ofeiiojl* thO -fOU^fb^-y 

titeeyMhkit ftfOlf Mo ioaVo aitfd^ retaiirtife<rO» 

ThO neoi t1i0'V$<A«oyole0t-a)tti«iNHi^iA^ 

of dt^rlag RhOgO^ff oat of Bengal; Tlte‘ olft^ OOi ft»e « o d ^^<i^ 
propoeeS, by'birlng|ing fOt^ward fbe cMVitf,- Ot'antrajafl t f U i tt efe,' Orhil^ 
^Oas theso itaany yeatsr by the prdvlneo aiM 

he added^ sottie complaints* abbtit ita-'nOir»brfhgp^dl'Bito 
H was liiastapha«>qhan; aOdithe Vieetdy Of Bahari whtt‘nHeeO**lHI^‘ 
trusted- with the message and amswer; and -ats nooeAA^'kriOOrO 
no laOrs; the tsotal-of fhe'entstauiding debt-^oras-east n^ ; 'stKffal^ 
dioiq^^it'auAobiited toamighty aomjpayihetiffwasproiiiHfsedi 
Viceroy took from^theace oecausiokf-topropoSOdiaf the'tnrO'ainiihsr 
should march jointly agidltst Rhago-dji';^ atid at ttte same dine he 
heat' Che Cteneral^-aui* if intendingto mardi* <Urectty. Butf this' «MlS 
forbldden‘by the Generalis 8 imo> Who sent a fmrsbn of eotlsequeAeo 
to- camry the message ; amd aw itbecauneexpedient'toeomldy-Widf 
dMOinjUtieCioB, die Viteroy iii-a fOw days paid down the wholodh 
die outst 3 aa<fing debt, and took occasion to renew his reqacot^ of> 
marchthg^ a^^nst what lie called dm- cOirtmon- enoniy, that is, 
aigainstj Rhago-dji. This Marlmcta’ PHnce who now lay encaunped 
between Catwa and BardOvan, warn soon apprised of this'tiiliOtf 
of concerns, true of^aqiparent'; and thinking himself an< uiMier* 
matdi- for such powerful aufirersarles,- by one of whiOUPliis troeps 
bad been so often conquered,- he* thougllt ic ekpediOiit- to mat^ 
<df^ taking' his toute by the western tracts- off BOn^td. ^ThO 
^^ceroy informed of this retreat, crossed die' BagWraQri auid pttr- 
sned vigorously. But after* one or two daqrs* mancH} tie r eceip t e d 
a* mesSagO from Badadjl-rSOi which- requested '* hla'ifot'partlnjg 
** with him, am he conceived' dtatlthe- Bengal -atmy-woliWd nnif- he 
** able to overtake the enSemy;’*' Ho-aulded,* **'thaC'if 
"he wouhl be obliged to -Calee auiother roanl,- irt' ulldbh tltaetfie 
reckoned that in a few d^s -he would soon -olmiircahtt'^fihe^ '^dng 
" enemy, and g^e-a^ good accounts of* ^m/*' And n^diy-'lid 
marched off die next dhy, and.' having ‘sOOitfoVerfailidft^RMhgQi^j^ 
hegave him a defeat and fott»d hinr to ’qSiit<the'*plalitis’,‘'aWII** fd 
retire* through the diaiaa of- westoHt- hilhi^ -ffoiff^isfieiich ^e*hfCMir 
ei^eeted-' toreodi'hls own ffrontiers by f^owih^ cedkiSf*rhlNyhj 
Thiseetieati he>e <l he te d , hoc ft was aftho -ex|m ^s i a ^'ol> tltog i W k ^ 
putt- ohfAr: haggagOr whMi* htt'left by dfaertPiy. sTMfr ff^^of 



a(llm$^ iBMbl(di^hfl|oI«|f^^^«f)flolrtw«fy 

<ik^catt ^ BBOyW»clcjf fff«tenpe«f ^qcejCMliiig tjbe, |nipei^«c!(4ip> m4, 
succouring Che, Viceroy, hafi In .c«>nl^y put him under, ountR^Wiplinii 
as^jwjlfc M hi* whole cnnnCiyj and having nnnr eepniuud ^Chp at. 
iiQa;^,{frii^iich.he 4uefeende4» uu4 carried -some n^r iioh»ts,„.he; 
cariesddohis i^wniu^ns in Defau. ^d .Ms ■<:»»{» and equiitagei 
uunfs nlmuiy far :<df« when hM'VehU nr agent, who had Caeriadr 
behind toiput. Che ihinahins hand Auaqmeadairs that had haepa 
entruflcd itp hw^ cai^ and to Munt a p h a»qhan, presumed ao 
on .'the 4ureeale.nce.0l .the hlariiatin power^ und the ieebleneaai 
of idle Empire, as to malm use of Improper enpcessionf, smd -tP 
taUc. ;i» a high strain* This being more than icouid he .bpane hf 
that Generali, :'«ho. was naMmUy sudden and haugh)^, he t h r ea m U f ’ 
ed tbengeistaritb getting Ms clothes tom to sMaers upon Ma 
ba<dc4 .and this order having been put in eaecutipn instantly^ ihe. 
agent nstliced covered with ri^ame and disgrace, hut upth a quiri^ 
n esen tinpnt at the insMt that had been r^fered ^'his persoq and 
ohsaaeter. He talked of breaking the corrierences and nntucning 
to'lds master ; but assuch a step prould have produced very heavy 
consequences .Che Viceroy sent for M>n, eacuaed his Cenerai’a 
impaoper behaviour on ^e natural hastiness of temper Incident, 
to a rongh soldier, soothed his mind, and theo made Mm a pfce* 
amMt pf a rich QhyMmt, to which was added a home, and some 
och#rja<riieies that disarmed Ms resentment* By this .time Paladji- 
qio was ahready M some days! jonmex • nnd the ageat havfns 

been, dismissed with Ms^ dempnstsatious «4 tfsgafd and honour, 
made, baste 40 rejoin Ms master* When he was gone, the Vice*, 
toy sent for .Mustapha-qban. and with a deal of seriousness he 
injfoimm) Mm.thst Ms proceeding might have had very grave conr 
sequngees, end was of a nmmre to exmte BaladjhiAo’s resentment,. 
** PiaT* Lord,** answered Ae General, <**isitso? Then inauch- 
**.a f^tae ytouT Highness, who is my lord arid master, have 

$q tMhf and left thepAerto me; 

“ ijiwhnesa niaygiy«aban99«>toJPsMjl*nlPVi^^ tnmBJjbsij^tnL 

" me for a .hearty flogging.’* All these events hap pen e d •■ ah i ^ .- 
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oYdie:' H^jii; And AdW 

nd ^n^babiHty t>f Rhago«dji’n recovering aod^^ftiom hiiii toiled 
meii and money, iSie Videroy satisfied vidth thd Msdei^s^ 
eampaigb, retuiriied''t(f his capital ^ fit^m whence hi^ab^^disil^ 
sed his youngest nephbw, who wa:s Viceroy ol the^ t^*hd 
that nobleman departed in a few days; ' ' " ' ^ 

- ' * This interval of peace was followed by soihe Gowit ifltldgiies 
atM8rsh8d.abad and by Some cofnmotionaat DJehan-gldr-^nagur- 
Dacca. A financier of eminence, called GocSl-chund, whh war a 
servant of HdssSin-cSly-qhan'^s, by whofe influence with Nefvaaish* 
mahmed-qhan he had been promoted to the office of CcBlector- 
General, and Commissary of the province qf Dacca, qniltcd^his 
residence at once, and came to M8rsh8d-abad, with the design of 
accusing his benefactor and old master, who under tire modest 
title of Deputy to that Prince, governed absolutely that proving. 
An accusation of that importance by a man who of all necessity 
miust have been possessed of the necessary proofs^ did a'great deal 
of harm to that nobleman ; he 'was severely reprimanded, lost his 
office, and fell in disgrace. So that his appointment was bestow* 
dd on Yassin-qhan, Fodjdar of the police in that cltyj which 
office devolved on Mir-Calender. Hoss8in-c81y-*qhan flndiiig 
himself without office, returned to M8rsh8d-abad, where he g^ve 
a close application to all the arts by which he mi^t retrieve his 
character and his fortune. At last, by means of a find person 
and a large sum of money properly placed, he insinuated hiniself 
so deeply in Gahassity-Bibi'sfaj) favour, that he soon recovcved 
his former credit. The Princess took upon herself to gSt hfm 
reinstated ; and she concerned herself so efCeCtuafly with both 
her father and her husband, that the handsome fioblemai^il mis- 
demeanours were forgiven, his office was restituted, he#aetaken 

^ ■ —" 7*. ■ ^ ■■ ■ — , ■ .1 ..I . I .if. I ^ t’P 

(23) This 6ahas8itirBibi wm eldest daughter to Aai;r-veray-qhan^ and coiisbii 
to ’his eldest nephew, Nevaaish-mahmed-qhan, whteh ias^’#is’ lArioiira'^Yhr ah 
inupotoDt inan, who addk^hiiiisell to feminine joys; nothSthil OMSMWis shviqpn 
i|||dijr.to;lialen favourably to the petUiona of any welMoqld# 
amtut p>uolation. Bats|iewent much farther ; and it is well Joiqwntoi^l 
nbad, that she used to send iaviutions and also satellites ludd that a stout, " hand- 
somelman wus not always safe in tha streets ; and oof author Who is vety trader of 

Aaiy.vuMyqliiaV IMIyv whidi was his oim; shaft Wf sslvliy shy hewiilMm'tW 
thatfuftasBOual; ^ 



invi^t4ure pf }xi^ fprai^r 
eJ9p^lpjp^^ aQbx:l 4 at thj^t dazale^ the eyes. Hoss^n-cSly-qhan 

4odiip^bim8e]|| vig^orou^ly supported^ returned to his former station j 
stronger than ever; and he set Yassin-qhan afloat ; but as the latter 
known fora man of abilities, he was inyited over by Ata-ollah- 
qhan, Fpdjdnr of BaghalpSr, who gave him service. GocSl-chund 
was not so lucky. As soon as his old master was firmly establi^- 
ed in his office* he took that perfidious servant to task, put him 
under the lash of the auditing office, and made use of so much 
chicanery in auditing his accounts, that the man was undone, 
and totally ruined ; he lost every thing with his office, and the 
latter was given to Radja Bolba. Hossein-c8Iy-qhan having by 
this act of authority informed the public of the whole extent of 
his influence, appointed his own nephew, Hassen-eddin-qhan, for 
his deputy, and then returned to M8rsh8d-abad to keep close to 
bis protedtress. His credit henceforward knew no bounds, and 
his influence seemed of a nature to last for ever ; when at last 
the wind shifted ; fortune turned her back upon him ; he fell head* 
long from the summit of power, and was murdered by Seradj-jpd* 
ddulah’s order and in his very presence : a cruelty for which the 
latter was punished in kind, as the murdered man’s blood, like 
that of Siavosh of old, produced an infinity of troubles, that 
ended only by the ruin of Bengal, and the dissolution of Aaly* 
verdy-qhan’s family and^sovereignty. 

We have mentioned that Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, the Govern- 
or-General of Bahar, had been dismissed to his station by his 
grandfather. As soon as he arrived on the frontiers^! his Govern- 
ment, he thought proper to strike to the left, and to tarry some 
days in the district of Ticaiy. The real reason of such a proceed- 
ing was the dissatisfaction he had concieved at the conduct of 
Heddiet-aaly-qhan, my illustrious father; and the pretence he 
alleged was the propriety of examining by himself those countries 
in which my father bore an unbounded sway. He was Governof* 
<^^all that extensive tract of ground, which stretches as far as 
Chota-nagp8r ;( 24 } and he commanded also over Seress and 

(fl 4 ) Na|rp8r ^Iled the little^ to distin^^uish it from that Na^^r, caipitot bf 
the l9arar,'i;i^here -redded tha Princes of the family of Bhojsla, the most polarerfiirilf 
tlia Marliaftta faudatories. The former is a smell principality on the western o^t- 
aldlits of' ’that latter .la at Aye hundred cosset south-west of Calcutta. 
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Cbtufliftah, two <fia^trict& tiiathad 

« -^eat number of years ; so that aH tim' 2eU^iAdbib « 

holders of those countries were all attached td hie pehimij^-l^ 
having been often befriended and assisted by hiS infltietidii^paitd 
as being sensible of ccMain connections of lotlg standtej^; vdiidi 
he had with the most powerful amongst them, but especially -WkH 
Radja Sunder-sing, w^io had a personal attachment to hihi. it 
became therefore necessary to wean such pUwerful peVsbixi fr^h 
their affections to him, and to attach them to his own person ahd 
Government. But he had also another motive ; he Wanted to pnt 
the finances of all those countries under the xrianagefnent df a 
Minister he had brought with him for that Very purpose ; and this 
was Radja Kyret-chund, whose father, Aalem-chund, had been 
Divan or Minister to the late Viceroy, Shudjah-qhati. All thesi 
views might have been summed up into one, namfely, that of get- 
ting rid of my father’s influence in those distant countries. Such 
a design could not remain concealed from my father, whd imme- 
diately wrote to the Governor to request leave to repair to his 
cotirt, that he might enjoy the happiness of standing amongst 
those that waited upon his person. He wsls answered by a request 
of not putting himself to so much unnecessary trouble, as th'd 
Governor would soon be at Azim-abad, where he would always 
be glad of his company. Heddiet-aaly-qhan, on this answer, per- 
ceiving that ill offices had been done him, thought proper to re- 
main in town. When, on a sudden, a report spread that the 
Marhattas were coming to Azim-abad again, and the report was 
soon confirmed. The Governor who had lost most of his troops 
in the campaigns of Oressa and Bengal, and who found himself 
now only at the head of a handful of men, did not think himself 
in safety in those parts, and he marched away immediately ; so 
that the next day he was already in the neighbourhood of his 
capital. On this intelligence Heddiet-aaly-qhan mounted, and 
with such a retinue as usually attended his person, he went out 
16 meet him. The Governor was then at a spot called MetipSr’b 
reservoir ; he was on horseback ; and hearing of his belog^sondair, 
he stepped and sent his Minister forward to bring up his noble 
guest with more honour. Heddiet-aaly-qhan on discovering the 
Governor, alighted, and having embraced him fust as he’ wse eir 
horseback, he continued walking on loot with the 







"|^|yii!i^ i^t 3 ret rec«m«ing him^ fit 

i^eiy’.lpw ^nor^s Ijiocse, and epbracad li^ in 
llliytr po^ Hcd4i<^a^)r^bsnz teving tarried some mioinaats- 
toambiaqp ii^s younger brother, Mehdi-nessar-qhan, vriiowas Phy- 
:i3iai|ter«Geoeral, and also to see some oth^r noblemen, bis> acquaint* 
jUnces, mounted again ; and imng^mg with tte Governor’^ retinae, 
.:l^ . entered the city with the crowd, accompanied him to bin palace 
arith theerawd, and went on into his own lodgings with the crowd. 
A few daya ' after, eaplanatiomr took [riace, mutual complain ta 
were eahiPbited, excuses made, coTCessions preferred ; and at last 
the Ghpvernor, who expected to draw many services from him 
hereafter, but who wished his resigning of himself the many offices 
ho was invested with, one day took occasion to observe to him 
thot His .Sublime Highness ( meaning Aaly-verdy-qhan ) had 
conceive^} some suspicions against his person, which amounted t^ 
so many orders to himself, his mphew* That it was therefore 
incumbent upon him to comply with the Viceroy’s pleasure, and 
to surrender his offices for a time, in order to> repair to MSrshSd* 
abad, where he doubted not but he would soon find means to sooth 
his resentment, and time to recover his good graces.” He added, 
that he.reckoned that himself would soon have it in his power to 
wipe off the stain which malevolence had put upon his friend’s 
character, in which case a restitution of his offices would of course 
follow.” Such a speech, although couched in guarded terms, had 
nothing but very alarming for Heddiet-aaly-qhan ; and that noble* 
man having now conceived fears for his charactelt' and for his 
honour, declined complying with the request ; and being naturally 
haqgbty and obstinate, he remained immovable. The Governor 
confounded at his obstinacy, and at a loss bow to manage with 
such a man, came to my mother's lodgings ; and after many 
excuses fqr.the liberty he had taken, and many protestations of 
|ils>sincerity, he ^repeated thc^ purport of what he had already said 
to her husband ; protested that in speaking to him, as he 

h|Md ^ouciyhcliad only with the Viceroy’s ppsitive injunc<^ 

tiqes. A few.days after this yisft, which produced nothing, Heddiet* 
toUx*qban,wliQ had refused ^ resign, thought proper to quit thf^ 
aeirvice ; and he qbtameii leave to repair to the Imperial Coui:^ 
Ipttspegt a few days only in pHtting* h^ ^airs in o^er; and 
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being now prepared for'bis journey,* h^ spiM '4' 
which happened to be the fifteenth of Redjeb, ir]$6, ^nd fai^vlfag 
HedAietaaly troops, With all thqse that would follow his fbr- 

qhan parts tunes, he beat the General ; and contrary to every rule of decericy 
veJdy-qha^s subordination, conitrary to that respect which ev^ master 
family. and lord has a right to expect from those in his semce^ he 
traversed the whole length of the city, with drums beating, kiid 
colours flying ; after which he went to encamp at the reservoir 
and seat of R^y-Bale-kishen, agent to the Viceroy of Bengal. 
There he was joined by his vounger brother, Mehdi-nessar-qhan, 
Paymaster-General of the forces, a nobleman for vdidmf the 
Governor had the highest regard, and whom he conceived to be 
not only one of his sincerest friends, but also an officer of the 
highest merit, whose valour and frankness hisd merited the 
esteem and applause of the public. But the officer unpiindful of 
the many ties that bound him to the Governor,' and of the many 
benefits which he might expect from that intimacy, resigned his 
office ; and unable to support his brother’s disgrace, he resolved 
to share his ill fortune. In vain did the Governor refuse to 
accept his resignation ; in vain did he represent to him the 
consequences of his divesting himself of all employment. In vain 
did he speak and intreat, and sent others to speak and intreat 
in his name ; the officer continued resolved to follow his brother. 
At last the Governor went to his lodgings, and said that he came 
to bring him away by force to his palace. All that availed 
nothing; the officer quitted the city, and joined his brother. 
And although^ there was a report that the Zemindars of Bodj* 
p8r, bad men to a proverb, through whose lands he was to 
pass, had dressed an ambuscade, with intention to surprise and 
stripe him, he took that very road, and set them at defiance ; but 
after having escorted his brother So far, he returned to the city, 
and took up his residence in his own house, like a private man; 
Heddiet-aaly-qhan having set out in the height of the rains, and 
pursued his journey through a miry country, arrived with much 
labour at Fiiz-abad, the residence of Ab81-mahs8r-qhan ; and the 
next day he went to pay his respects to that Viceroy. The latter 
who knew how far he had contributed to thatn6bleman*s disgratei' 
thought it incumbent upon him to show him a high regard, and 
to compliment him witii a4arge pension ; but the' nbblemdlil wl^or 



<wli»' intend^ ^t -vtitf 4l(y4i»^ci>irtittiM 
jottlni^, Cetfried only two' or titree hours' more ; end fae de. 
parted for the' Imperil Gourt^ where he arrived a^t&- ai 'trouble- 
BOtee johrhey, and where We shall leave htm at present, ‘reserving 
the VemaSnihg part of his history, as well a^that of Ab 8 r-fflans 8 r- 
qhan’s^ for the subsequent sections of our narrative in which we 
ShaH prdfesscidly treat of the reig^ of Mahmed-shah, and Ahmed- 
shSh, as well as of the revolutions that took place in the capital 
of- the Empire. At present it appears proper to bring together 
under one point of view, and in a single volume, whatever we 
know of the revolutions of Bengal and Azim-abad, as far • down 
as- the year i <94 of the- Hedjra ; and especially the history of 
Aaly-verdy-qhan, an illustrious house, which having risen in these 
very provinces to the summit of power, glory and riches, is now 
fallen and, totally extinct. As soon as we shall have accomplish- 
ed this task, which we have imposed on ourselves, we shall then 
with the assistance of the Omnipotent One, who is the rightfull 
succourer and the rightful bestower of favours, take up again in 
another section that part of our history of Hindostan, which be- 
longs more particularly to the reig^ns of Mahmed-shah, of his son, 
Ahmed-sh^, and of his g^ndson, Aalem-ghir the second ; in- 
terspersing our narrative with occasional particulars of those 
illustrious or eminent men, who have figured on the theatres of 
Shah-djehan-abad, Labor, and Ilah-abad ; and as to the events 
that have happened in Decan throughout all that period of time, 
we riiall occasionally mention just so much of them as is come 
to onr certain knowledge, reserving it for our two last volumes ; 
and may God grant that we prove as g^od as our word ! 

On rile Ckivernor’s arrival at Azim-abad, the rumour of the 
approach of the Marhattas became stronger ; and as it produced 
a general consternation, he thought that the only method that 
could be devised to quiet the minds of ’ ail the inhabitants, and 
to secure their persons and properties, would be to raise a wall 
round the city. There was already such a wril ; but so neglect- 
ed and decayed, and withal, so beset by houses, that it could 
hardly be distinguished from them. He therefore ordered that 
a deep dit^ should be sunk round, and that the earth dug from 
It’ShDUld be thrown behind and upon the old wall,- so as. both‘ to 
raise -‘-an^ -strengthen the saiae. But as this was not-to'he deim 



«p*lliout. mining llw Jiogms 
wiJl nr close to it, k idi4 iwt £»U to oecmion 
And much discontent among the ownent, <wfap eoald' <0!^ aitotHp 
ihat inconveniency and in -the loss' they undementaaindiiddiiaUb 
toe safety and welfare which they acquired upcm the whole ..j. thpy 
-could not forbear exhalmg themselves in sobs and comfdniiit?^ 
3ut toe utility of the undertaking was so apparent, thatboetyiaid 
could be paid to their complaints ; and in a little time tot* jfmll 
rising gradually from the ground, afforded an insurance .of futnm 
safety. In process of time, whenever the country camo to he 
overrun by Marhattas, (and it has been so several times) nO|t 
only vast numbers of people used to retire within .the walli^ 
.and to find their safety there ; but even the numerous houses and 
habitations which remained without, were effectually protected 
irom plunder .by the cannon of the rampart ; so that those very 
people that had murmured so openly, were the foremost to 
acknowledge the propriety of what was done, and to load their 
Governor with due praises. This work being at last .finished, the 
Governor commenced to live easy in his palace, from whence to 
relax his mind, he used sometimes to come to our lodgings and 
to make a visit to the poor man’s mother, to whom he always 
made some presents. As he had received from his uncle the 
whole Pergunnah or District of Tirroot in Djaghir to his ownself, 
that is, in appanage, and he was intent- on bringing that country 
.into cultivation, he resolved to cross the Ganga, and to see it by 
himself, intending to sojourn some time in the same ; and as he 
.had a great' attachment to Mehdi-nessar-qhan, the poor man'* 
uncle, and he always expressed a concern at his resigpation, be 
on the day of his departure, went .tp make .him a visit, and he 
insisted on his coming with him immediately. From thence he 
.proceeded , on his journey, and took up his residence in the Dto> 
trict of Benvar, which was inhabited by a race of ancient -Rad jas, 
-settled this .long series of years in that country, whiqh he now 
put under the direction of his. friend, Mehdi-nessar<qbhn, in hopes 
toat it would by his means become thorojug^y peopled aed -cnh> 
tivated. He likewise distributed some- other parts of^toejcoqntiy 
on the same intent, and with .'the same injunction to his other 
-friends ; and tom was done wito-so much discernment, -tovtopeOfilia 
soon pecoewttd a-d^ferance In Us.p<ipitoMdpn-sand «8iyepiica<>..- j|w * 



If U^A 9 its 

AnittiisbiejiftiBi, irao' wai dabgfatet ’ttt' 

^lor/aild^^ fot^ffidsf kUlte tfnd women^fhia Seraglio ; amd 
li#'di^ritti IScewis^ to ifaepoorMait's fttotherto requests iMr' attend* 
illicit, Mk'gYestt adding that if she had no money to pay faef 

<dllU^lr/ she m%ht apply to his treasurer, such bem^f the attach* 
MOfit'he bofc to that worthy lady, and the high opinion hO had 
coitcefioad of her personal merit; else,- such warm attachment fa 
sefdbm'tiie te'Sttlt of parentage or relationship ; {nOr is so mudt 
respect hnd tegfard paid to ties of blood in simUar cases. As to 
the poor man himself and his younger brother, Aaly>naki>qhan* 
Bahad 3 'r, we trere both in Shah-djehan-abad, at that time with 
6itr illustrious progenitor, Sayd-hedaiet>aaly*qhan. 

But as we have more than once spoke of Mustaphai>qhan*8 
person, and the boundless authority which he had acquired, it is 
needless we should enlarge on the heroical valour that distinguish*- 
ed his character, and the many important services he had rendered 
the State. Unfortunately for him, these very qualificatioi» con* 
tributed to his ruin. They had raised his credit to such a height in 
Aalywerdy-qhan's mind, and his influence all over the country had 
become so very extensive, that there was no man in the service 
who could go on a par with him. , The Viceroy's gratitude became 
boundless likewise ; he was loading him every day with immense 
presents, and accumulating the highest honours upon his head. 
At one time he presented him with twelve lacs of rupees ; and he 
augmented his brigade to seven thousand effectual troopers ; and 
that of his uncle, who governed the Oressa, was augnlented to five 
lliousattd ; and as a further favour, his post and brigade passed to 
that Governor's son, Abdol*resol-qhan, who on his father's demise, 
went in great pomp, and took possession of his Government. 
Mustapha*qhan himself, over and above his brevetof five thousand, 
and his brigade of seven thousand horse, his fringed Paleky, and 
hli -other honours and insignia, enjoyed so many emoluments be* 
^hies. that Be -lived in great state. He had fifty elephants in his 
itid»les ; and h» infhience in every affair of either Government ot 
revnnue, as drell- ns in all military matters, was so great, that the 
emey relations of <Aidy^verdy*qhan, when they had a point to cany^ 
nifnd to Opply-to him for Im interest, at tibe very time it was 
*in|f with j«tioaqr«ad deixactionH Bven Hadji-ahnslwt; 
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elder .brother to Aaty-verdy-qheii» aind father to tbjcee^ 1^^^ 

had married the Vicero 3 r*s three daughters, and enjoyed ^e 
est honours and dignities of the State— Hadji*ahmed took tmbrage 
at the GeneraPs boundless influence. Finding himself ecUpj^e41^ 
his personal character^and overborne by his weight, he rather tbe*^ 
endure it any more, res^plved to live deprived of. hia brothetfa 
society, to exile himself from his home, and to leave a pity .to 
which he was accustomed so early as the times of Shudjah-ql^n. 
He abandoned his own habitation, and went far off to live mrith 
his younger son, Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, Governor of Azim-abad. 
The subject of discontent proved to be the Government of H8gly, 
which the Hadji wanted for himself, and which Aaly-verdy-qhan 
bestowed on the Hadji’s second son, SHyed-ahmed-qban, who 
after the loss of his Government of Oressa, lived at Court like a 
private man, almost without income, as well as without office* 
Aaly-verdy-qhan thought the Hadji, his brother, sufficiently pro- 
vided for, by the Sdir of M8rsh8d-abad, that is all the duties, 
customs and receipts, dfferent from the Land Tax. The old man 
unable to brook such a refusal, asked and obtained leave to go 
for his health to Azim-abad. It was about the year 1157 * 

About the same time, (the rainy season being already over), 
the Marhattas made their appearance again. Bha-sukur who had 
attached to himself Aly-cardol, a famous General of the Decan, to 
whom he had given the command of six» or seven thousand horse, 
now thought of putting his talents tp a trial ; for he presented 
himself on the confines of Oreffa and Bengal at the head of twenty 
thousand hovse. His intention was to retrieve his character, 
either by giving a defeat to Aaly-verdy-qhan, or by putting him 
under contribution. But the Viceroy, who tired with such a con- 
tinual state of warfare, and with so many consecutive campaigns, 
felt himself sinking under a perpetual labour of body and mind, 
that had no end ; and who over and above that consideration, 
had also contracted some infirmities, that weighed down and 
impeded his natural activity ; had now resolved pnr getting ri4 
of such an importune enemy by some stroke of policy. He 
therefore gave it out that he wanted to afford some release 4o 
his own body, and some rest to his troops ; and at the. same 
time, he held, frequent consultations with Mustapba-qhen r.ahoilt 
the. manner of destroying the .invaders, and of entrapping 
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Mlifliprtia littd Itit principal officers - in su^h a manndr, as 

ll^i. thi) .^pv^HoIo of^thani: officers and troops and all, should take 
k' fburt^ef ta the kitigdoms of Nothingness, ^s Bha-sukur*8 
pdwee and vigilance, as well as the want of energy in the Mus- 
siilfMoe of Bengal, rendered such a shheme perilous, if not 
wholly Jmpraeticable ; and Mustapha-qhan, on the other hand, 
dccliiled; the service, and seemed averse from performing his 
part,; ^he Viceroy excited his cupidity by pointing out honours 
and ^h' presents to his mind ; and he fired his ambition by pro- 
hiiki the government of the province of Azim-abad, if he 
cQuId- bring within his net, both Bha-sukur and his principal Com- 
manders* Mustapha-qhan, who was a man of design and con- 
trivance as well as of prowess and execution, and who to those 
advantages joined the talent of speaking as well as he acted, 
could not resist so many temptations. Resolved to perform the 
service expected from him, he commenced a negotiation with Bha- 
strkur ; and as if his master, tired of war, wanted only peace and 
tranquillity, he proffered his services for bringing about an ac- 
commodation between the two parties. The first effect of those 
proffers was, to render the Marhatta General less attentive to 
war matters, and more inclined to come to an interview, which 
was the very thing aimed at ; and as Bha-sukur on these over- 
tures had shewed a pacific disposition, and had expressed an in- 
clination to meet MustXpha-qhan, the latter was sent to him to- 
gether with Radja Djanki-ram, Divan to Aaly-verdy-qhan, and 
of course a Minister of the highest trust and credit with his master, 
who imparted to him alone his real scheme ; and this was to 
contrive some expedient by which Bha-sukur and his principal 
Commanders, under cover of ah interview, might be dispatched 
to the deserts of non-existence. The two envoys having learned 
their lesson thoroughly, went to Catwa, where Bha-sukur was ar- 
rived^ lately ; whilst the Viceroy to give more probability to his 
proposal, quitted M8rsh9d-abad, and went to Mancara, at about 
one day’s journey to the south, where he encamped on the banks 
of the river Bagwraty. The two negotiators were then in coi^ 
fef^nee with Bha»6ukur % 'and they ttimed hioi do many ways, 
fafriaiated his undersUtndbg so effectually, and made use of such 
aotemnproitniaes, which they supported by the* most sacked bathd, 
iha4 the Marhatta General was prevailed upon to malce a visit Jbb 
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the Viceroy of Bengal, ^ a hebeesary to his It^aliiig ^ 
tual agreement which was to be coiicludedw Bttta#lie hkflijdth<iM 
still some doubts, and he wished to tound the fottl^ hd (fii{Sd3l^dd 
Aaly-bh^-cardol, in appearance to pay his respects to Aaly^itol^^ 
qhan, but in reality to mhke his observations oh what he wbOld see 
at Court, and throughout the army ; and as he reposed the gfeat^t 
confidence in that Commander, he was resolved to trust to his 
port only,' and then to make himself a visit to the Viceroy in OOm* 
pany with all his Commanders. The two negotiators finding AAt 
the scheme they had laid down, had taken effect, carried Aaly-bhh 
with them, on returning to their master. Mustapha-qhan in par- 
ticular, who was a proficient in that duplicity which seems essen- 
tial to the character of an Afghan, spoke by the way SO artfully, and 
he made such an impression on the heart of Aaly-bhk, as induced 
him to expect the most flattering reception. These sentiments 
were seconded by Aaly-verdy-qhan himself, who in his speech 
and manners was at all times the most winning of men ; and he 
worked so effectually upon that officer’s mind, by his gracious 
deportment, and his bewitching way of expressing himself, that 
he made an entire conquest of his heart. Rich presents per- 
fected what sweet words had commenced ; and finding now that 
the man was persuaded, he sent him back to his master, in com- 
pany with Mustapha-qhan ; and both these officers so effectually 
beset Bha-sukur, and so strongly exhorted him to shake off the 
suspicions he had harboured in his mind, that the man became a 
convert, as was already his envoy. Whilst the negotiation was 
going on, and" ingredients were throwing in the river to disgtfiae 
the colour of its water, Aaly-verdy-qhan did not cease to cultivate 
the Marhatta’s good disposition by plying him incessantly with 
everything curious, costly, or delicious, either in stuffs or iii fhntS, 
whether of the growth of Bengal, or imported from abroad i and 
all that was done in so conciliating and elegant a manner, that It 
entirely eradicated the aversion which the Other had conceived 
against his person, and totally subdued and rooted tlie mistrust 
he had harboured in his mind. In one word, the Marhatta’s mind 
was entirely changed ; he became fond of Aaty-verdy^hafi, '4Wd 
his heart was so thoroughly conquered, that there is no douM;, 
but that he would have gone over to hiifi and attached himself to 
his service, had he not been already at tiie head Of sOihhbh )^#i^r, 
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tiiouglito engro^dby his expe<^tioii. 

as bdiig hiadself an HindS 4 s well as the 
;SN^^ whole days in his company, and by M^t very 

nMsMkr proved greatly instrumental in this affair. At last after 
4qsai^ reciprocal oaths had been exchanged, it was agreed , that 
^Bha^sufcur with all his general officers should make a visit to the 
yiperoy of, Bengal, in the plain of Mancarah. The latter was 
then encamped at Amani-gundj, as was Bha-sukur at Catwa, 

? which was ten cosses farther : Mancarah having been agreed to by 
/both parties as being at a middle distance from the two camps. 
Sosoonas theday of interview became known, a magnificent tent 
of large dimensions was pitched there in the open plain ; and a 
quantity of ground was enclosed by Canals, or high walls of cloth, 
to form before it a yard of a vast compass. On the morning of 
the interview the Viceroy advanced with his whole army ; and 
leaving his troops at a distance, he went into the tent, and took 
his seat on the Mesned that had been placed for him there. He 
had with him some persons of distinction, and a few trusty officers, 
such as his own nephew, S^yd-ahmed-qhan, Ata-ollab-qhan, 
and Mir-cazem«qhan ; and not a soul besides Djanki-ram, and 
Mustapha-qhan, and Mirza-hekim-beg-qhan, knew anything of the 
secret. So that an infinity of persons of distinction from all ranks 
had flocked to the plain from the city, to see the spectacle of such 
an interview, and by their peaceful looks were of very great re- 
source for making the deception. A moment after the tvro negotia- 
tors, who were the managers of the interview, and who, as pledges, 
had obliged themselves by the most sacred oaths, went forward to 
bring the Marhatta General ; and meanwhile the Commanders and 
principal officers of the Bengal army, all armed and mounted, took 
their post behind the tent, but at a reasonable distance ; every one 
with bis men ready at all points. Some others likewise, whether 
as. men of distinction, or as officers of character, took post about 
the pillars pf the. tent, whilst many more stood behind the Vice- 
. roy> read]^ to execute any commands they might receive. It was 
> gt this time only that he thought it proper to inform both his 
nephew, and Ata-^ollah-qhan, of the design, as it became high time 
to put them upon their own guard ; and this delicate commission 
tp Mirza<»hekim-beg in these very words : ifirwp Aas 
Si^yd^hmed-qhan n»d Ata^olfak-qhmn looked at the tent ? No ! 
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Then I wish you tp sarry them 4iUtksrg ihut / nmy^^K 
think Pfit. It is a most magnificent one^ The r^el 
the; order having been fully comprehendedi the Mirxi^ 
two noblemen into the tent, where *in a few words ^he inlormod 
them of what was going to happen, .and exhorted, them he 
ready and upon their guards. A moment after they ^11 came out 
again, and said to the Viceroy that the tent was perfectly beauti- 
ful, and fit for such a General ; by which expression, the Vice- 
roy understood that they approved of the contrivance, and, wouid 
perform their part in it. All this while the Viceroy was sitting 
in state, and waiting for Bha-sukur, and receiving every moment 
information of his approaching. But whilst that General wa^ 
advancing to the gate of the tent, a small number of persons of 
distinction, both out of curiosity and to do him honour, approach- 
ed it at the same time ; and even the Viceroy's driver brought 
his elephant within the yard of it, and took post behind hts master, 
but close to his head. At this moment about fifty officers that 
preceded Bha-sukur, having alighted, came within the tent, all 
armed ; and this precaution of theirs was coloured by the pretence 
of their being intended to swear to the performance of the arti- 
cles of agreement, which they would do upon their sabres.(a5) 
Amongst these were two-and-twenty Commanders of eminence 
and character ; the others were amongst those persons callefl 
Amnics in India, who on the others advancing, advanced likewise* 
but stopped within the tent-yard. It was at this moment that Bha- 
sukur, alighting from his mare, came within the tent, holding 
Mustapha-qhaSi's hand by the right, and Djanki-ram's by the «left. 
A cohort of his officers which were close upon his back, now 
spread on both sides of him, all armed and all with their hands 
upon the hilt of their sabres ; and another body shut up his rear, 
every one of them with a look, ferocious, and a threatening aspect. 
This was the moment which the two negotiators seized to dis- 
engage themselves. They both quitted the General's band, add 
excused themselves on being obliged to go away for a fcfwminute^. 
By this time he had advanced ivithin three-quarts of the length 
of the yard ; when the Viceroy asked in an audible voice which 
of those eminent officers was the^ Valorous Bha-sukur-papdet^? 

(S5) Such 19 the 'military custom In India eTseV’hi^e, forJnStanto iU"TtMiB<^* 
soUUera swear n^on their jsalires»asd alae upon^hilisdaiNl tain ^ 




Mka^ pointed^ 

hiip yitii ^«|:.fiiig^V, ^ 4i4 mMoy ptb^rs ivho,ba4 i)«en st^nitd 
th«s^,.lo;i; repeatied. , ^ 

-4}<^#p three .times. 

®5L^y with the .fioget ;> a^id now Qha-sukur drawing Acat^ 

^Q Viceroy commanded his people to fall upon those froo^oot- 
,r^ . f3ut )as nonAof the hy-fstanders had been prepared for tbf 
ioteaded Bp/enej. they all stood aghast with surprise, and motioar 
lesa withj amassment. JEfowever, this was not thercase with Mtrf- 
.Gaaein-qhan> who having aaked w'hat were his commands, was 
answered with a repetition of the order in a firm tone of voicob 
Instantly that Commander drew. Ber-qhordar-beg and some 
others drew likewise, and all ran straight before them ; whilst five 
or six officers of Mutapha-qhan^s, all as stout and as brave as hlinr 
self, chancing to come in, drew likewise on seeing sabres drawn^ 
and all together rushed on the Marhattas. Mir-cazem-qhan, being 
the foremost of all, closed with Bha^sukur, and at one stroke felt- 
ed him to the ground. This seemed a signal for the engage^ 
ment. The Marhattas, although unprepared, drew on their side 
instantly, and engaged the Mussuimen, but with so much vigour, 
that the action became at once furious, bloody, and doubtful. 
Heads and arms were flying about, and numbers falling eveiy 
moment ; so that the multitude of persons of distinction that had 
come as spectators, seeing blood running in streams, forgot in a 
moment their characters of professed bra voes, and retreated from 
that scene of confusion and slaughter. At this very moment the 
tent-walls having been suddenly let down, Mutapha-qhan, who 
just had time to cast a glance at the engagement, put spurs to 
his horse, and ran to put himself at the head of bis brigade, with 
which he fell like lightning upon the Marhatta army, then ready 
drawn up ; sending word to his master, at the same time, to mount 
immediately and to run to his assistance. The latter, whilst a 
furious engagement was taking place at twenty yards from him, 
where every, one intent upon the adversary before him, minded 
AQ one, else, was sUnding upon his Mesned with his bucler on 
hif arm, and his sabre^ drawn ; nor had be any more than a few 
nten ^hqujt bis person af: that moment. These intreated him tp 
£^4 this was what be iiHen^ed Mmsd^ 

• of; his slippf;rs.coiU4not be foun^. / must havs 


The Marhat- 
ta General 
slain with 
most of the 
Commanders 
in an inter- 
view. 



436 
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slipp€r,ita\A^^ Viceroyi I 

ground. And pray, screamed out a voicei is itds a. iime^^^sok 
oui for a slipper f No^ indeed, replied the Vicerdjjr; iiss n^ ; 
dui were / now to go without my siippers, you would not faU tt^ 
morrow morning to say, that Aaly^verdy was in such a^ hurry to 
get out of the fray, that he left his slippers hokind^ * At last 
the slipper was found out, and he mounted his elephant By tilts 
time the Marhattas to a man were all dispatched. When on his 
elephant, he looked round, and asked where was Mustapha^qhte, 
he was told that he was fallen upon the Marhatta atmy m 
pectation of being supported by His Highness in person. Still he 
would not move, but asked for the ravager’s head, that he might 
be satisfied of his being dead ; he was repeatedly told he Was ; 
and the music played already by his order ; but still he would not 
move until he could see the head. At last it was brought him, 
and having tarried a little more to ascertain its indenticity, he 
then ordered his elephant forwards, and marched briskly to come 
up with the enemy. He went on without stopping, until he reach- 
ed Catwa, where the Marhatta grand army had been encamped. 
But not one Marhatta could be found there. The reason was, that 
that they had no ofiicer of rank among them, as the general 
officers, on seeing Bha-sukur resolved to go to the interview, had 
made it a point to accompany him to a man. So that they had 
all been dispatched to a man, save one, however, whose name was 
Rhago-cdicvar, who unmoved by Mustapha-qhan’s insinuations, 
and by Bha-sukur and Aaly-bhh-cdraors intreaties and example, 
had remained without the tent at the head of his men, promising 
to pay a visit to the Viceroy the next day, as soon as Bha-sukur^s 
visit should be over. This man on the first noise he heard within 
the tent, spurred his horse, went to the camp, and taking up with 
him every part of Bha-sukur’s baggage, he fled with his troopa. 
and could not be overtaken ; and although he was attacked re- 
peatedly by all the Zemindars and all the peasants in his way, and 
he lost a number of men in his retreat ; yet it must be acknow- 
The Marhat that it is to the pr^jcsence of mind of Cdicvar, that a vast 

tas slaughter- number of Marhattas were indebted for the good lock of having 
rdlw^ish*”* emerged itom that whirlpool of slaughter and dcatructioO^ Usid 
for having reached the benign shore of salvation. It was in tide 
manner, that the' mighty army of Bka-snkuv^a was in oae^day * 



MO^illSrKBRlN. 4^ 

the^isword^fled to Bi* 

liilto^ oiit of tihe confitito of Bengal «iid OreMi> ami 

al^ltot t^diM their 6^ in the most wret^edcoitdittoflu 

returned to ins captotl, not 
dtify^’^arithont losing a single man, but also nvith such an additioti 
to hhif chaMctSTi as raised him both in the minds of his tiodps 
and of his subjects, who admired their being so suddenly delhrers:^ 
ed iesm those merciless ravagers ; nor were the troops less pleaso* 
ed toiih tbeir unexpected success. And as an acknowledgment 
for their alertness in executing his commands, he made them a 
present of ten lacks of rupees. After this, he sent an account of 
the affair to the capital, and supplicated the Emperor to raise 
Mutapha«qhan to the dignity of Djung, and to bestow additional 
honours on every one of those who had exerted themselves so 
strenuousljr in the engagement of the tent ; for instance, on Mir* 
djaafer*qhan, who on the very onset received a large wound, and 
5 ret continued fighting ; on Fakir-ollah-beg-qhan ; on H&ider-aaly*> 
qhan^ and on some others. The Emperor on hearing the sup* 
plicmtion, complied with its requests, bestowed on Mustapha-^qhaa 
the surname of Babr*djung, or Tiger in Battle, with a variety of 
honours and insignia ; and the tittle of Bahadyr or Valiant, on 
every one of the persons mentioned to him. To Aaly-verdy- 
qhan in particular, he bestowed the surname of Shudjah*el-mulk, 
or the Valiant of the Kingdom, and sent him a suit of clothes 
from his own wardrobe, with a sabre, a poniard, a horse, and a 
variety of jewels. 

This last expedition had rid Aaly-verdy-qhafi of a foreign 
enemy,^ but it raised a domestic one ; for by this time Mustapha- 
qhan's power and influence had risen to such a heighth, that they 
exceeded those of a subject, or even those of an equal. He pre* 
.tended to no less than to a superiority ; and his nation having 
pouired in vast numbers into Bengal, and filled every part of Aaly- 
verdy*qhan’s armies and household, he was always surrounded by 
such a number of them, that no one dared to dispute Us will, or 
even to offend any one that bore the name of Afghan ; so great 
were their numbers, and so dose their union* It fs observable, 
that tiieim people in consquence of their numbers and their little 
sehsefand understanding, as well as their way of life in the caverns 
* of their mountainous country,, very much reaemUed .the sgvage 
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bseaists. They are like theqi: swift^fOQted^ eneibditigly coiunilgiMHta^ 
aad attracted by little^' and highly covetous. . UntxiQYed by ^tbo 
rights of gratitude^ and unaffected by benefits receivedi they pay 
Uttle attention to their benefactors, and even <ta the rights, erf 
friendship, and full as little to the duties of a community of bread 
and salt. (26) They turn about at once for a small subject, and 
from cold lifeless friends, they became at once rancoroua ioea 
and obstinate enemies. Naturally of a temper little inclined to 
mind benefits conferred and favours received, they easily forget 
the rights of a benefactor, and as easily conceive the design of 
killing him, nay of making away with their nearest relations ; and 
ail that, for a small reward, and on a slight subject. Unpolished 
and coarse-behaved, and nearly incapable of any civilization,; they 
are stangers to the softer and more generous sentiments of huma* 
oity (in which forgiveness and beneficence cut so conspicuous a 
figure) and become furious and ungovernable in their revenges. 
The death of an Afghan, be it for any reason whatsoever, be* 
comes with them a crime not to be expiated by any atonement 
time, although the dead man’s relations should. 

Afghan na- have already admitted of a compromise ; nor do the seeds of rc- 

tion, , _ .... 

venge ever cease to vegetate and shoot up in their breasts^ 
Mustapharqhan himself was an individual of such a praiseworthy 
nation; and although by no means so void of sense, as his brethren^ 
yet his cupidity, enflamed by his couragCf made, him cast a wishful 
eye upon that pomp and that wealth of Bengal, .which endlessly 
blazed in review before his eyes ; for his pride was equal %Q his 
CovetousnessJF He marched always with a retinue of Afghans 
equal to Aaly-verdy-qhan’s cortege ; and from being his servant 
be aspired to be his equal, and at last attempted, to become , bis 

(iS) The duties of a community of hreaS and salt, being so rtitich taked tiotiea 
of la the Arabian boohs from whence the Indiaiia hare rececred their rellgioqv 
an inSnity of words, expressions, and as also tenets ; and tho Turks qr 
rather Tatars, from whence the conquerers of Hindostan derive their pedigree, being 
nations that lay a great stress on having eaten bread and salt wi^h a man j the 
author to alt appeatance Sj^oke hf hearty and ftatn ^theory on these taro art^Os : 
fiarit ip notorlMit tQ aay one that has' been mUch oeUivomanf wStH itodians of oHhar 
foItgieuK tkst therqjs np nation pa tho la<^, q| *thppirth, «o:oQld sad Ufhlasppp 
whatever concerns gratitud<f ;,nor does their langua^ pffo^a pin|;la,wordt^d<fip|a 
that delicate sensation. They have indeed compound words, but these are of foreign 
origin ; and it becomes higl^y probable, that whilst the word itself was travelling ^ 
te indie, the idea and a t easli e n remaiped bbhiad. 
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iit li« idbtiieMd the m^ikeW lkii^^^^ 

His amtiltibn and fierce- 
' kihdied by oppo^tion, lie insisted on the pefFortiikhce 

of^ebnHe proAkises made hini in the moment of necessitjr,' and to 
adt^e a and he particularly challenged the govisrnineht-> 

^heiaf 'of Ai^m-abad, as his right; although the actual inOum- 
fatet waa do less a personage than his master’s nephew and son- 
On the other hand, the Viceroy thought it hard, that' a 
general promise made for a small service in a moment of need, 
should be insisted upon as obligatory, when that moment Was 
^ Over'; he wanted to shut up the man’s mouth by loading him with 
disdnedons, to regain his rancorous, stubborn heart by softening 
it with sweet words, and to sooth his resentment by expressions 
full of regard. Some months were even gained in endeavouring 
by a vari^sty of presents and a profusion of kindnesses, to smother 
the fancies and whims that were continually shooting up in that 
covetous mind. But can the sight of a fountain assuage the thirsty 
man’s raging fire, and can the allurement of a soft tale, and all 
the persuasion of sleep, pacify the heart that pants for enjoy- 
ment ? The General, after having been fed some months With to- 
days and to-morrows, at last lost all patience, and spoke openly; 
he tore the veil that hung still, and renounced past friendship and 
past obligations. Little by little the coldness encreased ; and at 
the end of Moharrem, id the year 1 158, he had already ceased to 
appear at Court. The reason of that cessation is thus expressed 
by Y8suf-aaly-qhan, in those curious memoirs he has left us of 
the transactions of his own time. 

The general opinion was, that Aaly-verdy-qhan, in appear- 
ance, was endeavouring to soften the General’s resentment, and 
to pacify his mind, but that in reality, he was contriving under- 
hand to put an end to his presumption, and to guard against his 
mischievous designs, being highly shocked at his excessive power, 
and provoked by his pretensions ; at least so thought the Afghans. 
One day the General preparing to go ta Court, sent forward ac- 
cording to his custom, Dil-shah and Hekin-shah, his two principal 
who went in, paid their obeisance, and seated them- 
setves. Y8suf-aaly-qhan was that day at Court himself, anid in 
thie^ presence ; and he affirms, that it being noon-time, there was 
no one in the hall of audience, save the usual attendants. It 
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happened that, a little after those two ^en had been Matedi ' 
eunuch of the presence came in haste, and said that theNawab-^^ 
begum (meaning the Prince’s consort) was seized with a violent; 
evacuation and vomiting (27). The Viceroy, gettmg up imO»e-v 
diately, went into the 4 nner apartments, from whence he sent 
those two officers word,*, desiring them to be seated, until he 
might come out. But as messengers had already announced 
that Mustapha-qhan was on the way, this message gave umbrage: 
to these two men ; so that without minding its purport, they got 
into one of the rooms attaining the hall of audience, and rummag* 
ed it thoroughly, having imagined that it contained a number of 
armed men concealed, who were to fall suddenly on the General, 
and that it was for this reason the message about the Begum had 
been sent out, the intent of which, they conceived, was to put it 
in his power to be out of harm’s way. Full of this idea, they 
went away, and meeting their master who was going to alight, 
they communicated their fears to him. The General was struck 
with the report. Since he had put on an air of independence, he 
mistrusted every one of Aaly-verdy-qhan’s proceedings, and lent 
a willing ear to a groundless, and frivolous report. Immediately 
he returned home. The Viceroy, informed of this, sent his son- 
in-law, Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, to reproach him for his credulity, 
and to bring him back by whatever means. The nobleman 
having overtaken Mustapha-qhan, attempted by a variety of 
reasons and entreaties to dissipate his suspicions, and to pacify 
his mind, but all to no purpose. The General returned home, 
where he assembled his brigade which amounted to nine thousand 
horse, besides some thousand musqueteers ; and he then sent a 
message to the Viceroy, by which he renounced his service, and 
asked the arrears due to his men. The latter sent again his son- 
in-law to pacify him, especially as Nevazish-mahmed-qhan’s pro- 
mises and words, bearing a great character for sincerity and. 
fidelity, had a great authority with all the troops. But this mes- 
sage also availed nothing ; and matters went so far, that he sent 
another message to the Viceroy full of reproaches, and asked as 
his due the Government of Azim-abad. Aaly-verdy-qhan, struck 
by this behaviour, was holding consultations ; but both himself 

<2j} This sudden distemper, which carries people in two or three dajs, and 
even in a few hours, is common in Bengal, and is called by the Arabic word fUdm. 
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hi 9 sans*»in4s^ wkb their families aad friends were 
e^^sMifi^i^^ounded, and incapable ta take a party, as the General^s 
mlbus^and daringness were notorious these many years past,^ and 
his. force numerous and attached personally to him. All was con* 
fusion and fear in the city of MSrsbSd-abad- At fast preparations 
were made^on both sides for action, and the city became a 
theatre of war ; and the troops attached to the Viceroy run. 
ning to their arms, filled the streets from the palace gate down to 
Mustapha-qhan’s quarters. These were the brigades commanded 
by his two sons*in-law, Nevazish-mahmed*qhan and Said-ahn>ed- 
qhan, with those of Mir-djaafer-qhan, of Haider*aaly-qhan, of 
Fakyr*olIah-beg*qhan, of N8r-811ah-beg-qhan, and of the Afghan 
Umer-qhan, with his sons. The corps less numerous came also 
to offer their services, as well as the brigades of Musqueteers 
commanded by Fateh*Rko-bacshy-cheidun and some other 
Gentoos*; they all took post round the palace, and kept watch 
day and night, always armed, and always ready. Shimsbir-qhan 
and Serdar-qhan, who in their hearts were attached to their 
countrymen, and in appearance to their master, continued to come 
to Court, and kept fair with both parties. The Viceroy who had 
his views, thought proper to behave kindly to them, although by 
this time he had lost all confidence in his Afghan troops. But 
although resolved to trust them no more, nevertheless be was en- 
deavouring to gain the hearts of these two Afghan Commanders ; 
for Mustapha-qhan’s obstinacy was known to him, as well as the 
schemes he had conceived ; and the excesses of enmity to which 
his resentment would carry him, were known beforehand ; and 
on both those accounts, he thought that the best expedient that 
could be devised now, was to come to an agreement with that 
General. His heart would even relent now and then, whenever 
he reflected on his numerous services, his heroical valour, and bis 
determined devotion to his interests ; and he was loath to part with 
so ancient, so devoted, and so valuable a servant, whose deser- 
tion became a real loss for his own power, which would infallibly 
feel the consequences of it. But yet, with all these wise reflections, 
he neither knew how to keep a friend, nor how to humble and 
ruin an enemy. It was too late now ; nor was this last party 
yrithout its many inconveniencies ; and to fight Mustapha-qhan, 
SMpported as he was by so many brave troops of bis own nation. 
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and all commanded by officeraof his own imuilyt secrttodi telAMbt 
matter of much difficulty.. He one day tiiought p&^i?epeat|tigril(^ 
expedient of old, of going to him with only Seradj*4cd^idAidi^ 
and of regainiiig his heart by that tdken of confidences 
even sent for his Palel^y, and was going to set out;r butiie wws 
vigorously opposed by. his two sons-in-law, and by most ^ 
tinguished of his well-wishers, such as Mir-djaafer<«qhan,' Hafdsr*^ 
aaly-qhan and Fakyr-ollah-beg-qhan, and some others, who^att 
joined together in intreating him to forbear so dangerous atiak^ 
periment. They observed That this was not a time to tty what 
impression he could make upon that Afghan’s hearb That 
matters had gone too far, for any one to expect that such d©* 
monstrations of confidence and love would answer any purpose* 

** That the man aimed at no less than at dispossessing his master, 
and at raising his own fortune upon his benefactor’s ruin and 
death. us to death first , added they,“yhr we will hot suffet 

you to risk your person in your enemy^s quarter!^ These en* 
treaties and reasonings staggered the Viceroy, and he thought 
proper to stay at home. Whilst they were yet speaking, a man 
of consequence deserted the General, and presented himself be* 
fore the Viceroy. This was no other than the Afghan Rehem«» 
qhan, an officer who had always served the General as his Stan« 
dard-bearer, and was reputed his zealous companion. This 
officer, whether impelled by destiny, or gained over by the Vice-* 
roy’s winning deportment, changed sides. On the other hand, 
the General lost also two other Commanders, upon whose national 
partiality he had reckoned. These were Shimshir-qhaii, and 
Serdar-qhan, two officers of character, who refused to join him, 
and to follow his fortunes ; having to all appearance conceived 
that his expulsion from Bengal, would at all events promote ^lieir 
own views, by withdrawing a large globe that eclipsed them 
totally. These defections seemed to have altered die nature Of 
the war. For whether these desertions, by making an impression 
on the General’s mind, rendered him cautious of comihittitig hlS' 
fortune to. the chance of war in an attack on the city of 
shSd-abad, or whether the impulse of unavoidable destiny nttydo.' 
him alter his mind, it is certain that he turned his viewa 
Azim-abad, thinking it easier to drive thenepl^Woutof /l^t^^iyi . 
than to fight the uncle in the middle of bis. capital. He-tlmrefonst t 
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MSithSd^abfMl i aad thia resolutioni to soon as 
it^^beSMM knowing nraa deemed by the Viceroy a Pirovidential 
intmipori^min bis favour. The General before his depaituca sent 
hia agent to Court with a piper^ containing an account of the 
aitearsvdue to him, both for his own person and for his brigade } 
and although wanted the formality of a review, and the certificate 
of the Commissary as well as a certificate of the indentity of 
hones callcsd D0gh^tessehya^{2!S) and the account was made up 
just as he had been pleased ; nevertheless the Viceroy, without 
referring it to the usual offices for examination, ordered the full 
amount to be paid immediately ; and it amounted to no less than 
full seventeen lacs of rupees, which sum, the Viceroy said, he 
reckoned to be a piece of charity, and an offering made for the 
success of his affairs. As soon as the General had his money, he 
sent for the head cart«man of the city, and with threats obliged him 
to furnish his troops with the number of carts and pack-oxen he 
wanted ; after which he leisurely loaded his baggage and that of his 
brigade, set on fire his barracks, and marched out of the city in 
militaiy array and with a deal of pomp ; and having advanced 
some cosses beyond it, he encamped. The next day he marched a 
full stage. As soon as the news of this departure arrived in the city, 
and it became certain that he was gone, the inhabitants, who knew 
that any engagement within their walls could produce nothing but 
their ruin, thought themselves recalled to life, and they looked 
upon his departure as a fortunate event. A few days after, the 
Viceroy thought proper to promote Rehem-qhan, and to add 
many favours to this promotion. He also advanced beth Shimshir- 
qban and Serdar-qhan ; and by treating them with particular de« 
moostrations of kindness, he weaned them from those rests of 
national attachment which they still bore to the General, as their 
countryman. By a stroke of refined policy, he passed over the 
ingratitude of two near relations of theirs, namely, Dil-shir-qhan 
and Alef^qbaot who had quitted his service to embrace that of the 
Gkmeral’s. * He only ceased to mention their names ; and if at 
any time their infamous behaviour was mentioned in his presence, 
he Abstained from reproaches and epithets, and attributed what 
he cidled their imprudence, to their youth and to their ignorance 

(S8) The Tt$s 9 thym is Ikiede bjr impressinXr e red-hot iron upon the hotee'e tblgli 
* with the irat letter oi the oane of the Corps to which it belongs. 
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nwahl/ took from the stores, k^pt there, sucA elephaiitef ahil 
pieces of cannon as he thought proper, with ace^tttlii quantity^ of 
ahimlinition ; and from that momenC he acted openly an enemyv 
And it being now beoome public, that he had paired with Aaly« 
verdy-qhan, on account of the latter*s failing in bisplbfiriM aboCit 
the Government of Azim«abad, the General's nephew,’ AbdoUresSl- 
qhan, whom we have seen appointed Governor of ^ the Otessa, 
thotight proper on the receipt of a letter from his unCle, who made 
his defection a family quarrel, to quit his post without hesitation. 
So that taking his Brigade with him, he went and joined him, after 
having appointed one DaSd-qhan, an Afghan, ^ to govern the 
country in his absence. 

It may be worth observation that the young man's father, 
Abdol-nebi-qhan, was of the Shyah sect, (29) and had served 
Aazem-shah, son to Aoreng-zib. He was a man of a noble de- 
scent, and valuable for a number of estimable qualifications. A 
great friend of his was Mir*abdol-aziz, who was of one of the 
principal Seid families settled at Samana in the territory of Labor, 
as well as one of those who had been left in Oressa at the head of 
their brigades for the support of Government. This officer told 
me, that Abdol-nebi-qhan, entangled by the ties which attached 
him to Mustapha-qhan, whose countryman he was, but whose pre- 
tensions he did not approve, being one^ day alone with him he 
had disclosed his heart in these very w'ords : My friend SSid, 

** you perhaps know not that this boy (meaning Mustapha-qhan,) 

** pretends to** play the ungrateful, and has wrapped about his 
** head a number of whimseys and s^i^-oge schemes. I am myself 
in a strange perplexity on that head, like a horse urged atter- 
“ nately by two opposed spurs. If I join the boy, I shall incur the 
name of an ungrateful fellow, and of a traitor and deserter, an,, 
ugly name which has never been borne by any one of my family ; 
"and if I stick to Aaly-verdy-qhan, I shall not escape the re- 
proaches of my nation, and the hatred of my own <^an. "They 

(39) All the Afghans are Sunnies, and moreover fanatical Sunnies. It is re- 
marked of them that, whilst they were masters of Ispahan, capital of Persi^ their 
soldiers, and even their officers, made It a practice every [Friday, afternooD-||M‘ajrers 
at the Cathedral, to sally forth with drawn sabres, and to kill as many Shyahs as 
they meet. , . - , » 
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much preferments. Aaly-Venly-qihan’s' servide, he has bad the^ 
^^mdanneas to part with the man that.had recommended him to a. 

regimeeti and has proved ihe author of his present welfare^ 

9etter then, myi friend, better by all means, that God Almighty, 
^‘by recalling me from this world, vouchsafe to deliver me from 
** a dilemma, the consequences of which cannot but redound to my^ 
** shame/* This worthy man had a particular devotion for a 
venerable personage buried in the city of Catec ; and he used 
every day to' repair thither and to make the above request withai 
Imd voice; At last his prayer was heard. Sometime before; 
Mustapha-qhan's final defection, he felt a slight indisposition, 
and in three or four days, he was taken to the mansions of eternal, 
mercy. He was buried on that very spot, the object of his devo- 
tions. It was on a Thursday ; and his monument is resorted to 
and visited on that day by multitudes of people. 

To return to our narrative. Mustapha-qhan having renounc- 
ed Aaly-verdy-qhan's service, and openly professed an enmity 
to his person, his desertion was followed by that of Abdol-resSl- 
qhan, his nephew, who quitted his charge and went to join him. 
This young man was reputed to be the best archer in his troops, 
and one of the most zealous followers of his uncle’s fortunes. 
His desertion having left the Oressa without a ruler, the Viceroy 
conferred that office on Radja DSlfibram, whom he had appointed 
Agent-General to the late Governor, and who was still at Catec. 
He procured for him at the same time the rank of three thousand 
horse, and the honour of the kettle-drum, with a friifged Paleky ; 
and after having bestowed upon him a brigade of three thousand 
horse he sent him the patents of bis new office. This arrange- 
ment having, been brought to bear, he turned his views towards 
^im-abad, where commanded his nephew and son-in-law, Zin- 
eddin-ahmed-qhan, the most beloved of his relations, and who 
in reality was the candle that enlightened the old age of his uncle, 
and the tapbr that blazed out for the glory of his family and race* 
Fearing, therefore, for that Prince’s precious life, he sent him a 
secret letter by a trusty man, who took a different road from that 
held by Mustapha-qhan. The letter contained an order to his 
nephew to come to him by the northern shore of Ganga, and to 
^approach Bengal by the PSraniah side, as he intended to join 
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him on that side o( the water* and to cDtualt idihpKl'^lilpfc 

wad to be done. The order was i^lculated to preyeiit in 
mani a tempts^tion to fight Mustapha«qhan» for whoie' wid^’; 
he apprehendedi he might prove but one easy morsel. ^ TfeeGo^* 
ernor of Asim-abad w^ then in the District of Tirhooty%hefe he 
received intelligence of prhat passed at MSrshSd-abad { so<tili9ta8 
soon as news came that Mustapha had revolted, and vlras cpmitig 
to Azim-abad| (a piece of news since confirmed by the Viomf 03 ^s 
secret letter) he concluded that matters were past remedy r-fmd 
he held consultations with his best friends, to whom he estplained 
the nature of his situation. Every one gave his opinion, as hid 
abilities or his genius prompted him ; but the greatest number were 
for his obeying punctually the orders of his uncle. They argued 
on the impropriety of opposing Mustapha-qhan against all the 
rules of common sense, a General who was at the head of no less 
than twelve thousand, and probably fourteen or fifteen thousand 
horse, all old soldiers, tried in numbers of engagements ; and 
who was himself known, not only for a man of extraordinary 
** prowess, but also of military talents, and these too, strengthened 
by a number of difficult campaigns, and augmented by a con« 
tinual experience of extraordinary events. That he had acquir- 
ed that militaiy character, by fighting only with the sabre and 
arrows, his method being to fall to without needing or even 
minding any artillery or firearms ; but that his national soldiers 
** were armed with long heavy musquets, of which the troopers 
''themselves made use of advantageously, by jumping down from 
" their horses' upon an emergency ; besides all which national ad* 

" vantages, he had now an artilleiy of fifty pieces of cannon, with 
" every necessary for its service, and above one hundred and fifty 
"elephants, whether of his own or belonging to his officers. 

" Others added, that every one of bis soldiers was mounted on,. 
" horses, the least of which was worth four or five hundred rupeeSf 
".with their saddles and arms encrusted with silver and gold; and 
" that himself wore a cuirass of four pieces of steel encrusted in 
"gold, and of so exquisite a workmanship as hardly had its eipial 
" in India. That, in short, his army was furnished with everytiiivig^ 

" necessary, and proved so well appointed, that few; Generahl . 
" could flatter themselves with having one equal to it ; wheieau 
" their Governor could hardly muster about three thousand honsc^ 
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of Whofh, 

frtftft Iriirt on a variety df services.^ 
th^ of the ihajority of the cduncil; but 

aciiiib' lii4ie w^re tiaturally brave^ as iVell as jealous of their honbut, 
'a ^different manner; and such was Medhy-nesdar-qhah, 
uAjK^uhClei irii6 for bravely and conduct bore a high Character. 
Tflfe' laetr bbaerved, That the affairs of life and death were unef* 
rfAgly directed by the decrees of an unavoidable Fate ; that to 
*^bear the Cherny and gain a victory^ did not depend on numbers, 
'^but ’offly on God's pleasure, as it was announced In the glorious 
dfran itself, where it was said, That often small numbers have 
** preifhited upon large ones by Gods permission ; that in this 
emergency, to avoid the sight of the enemy, although even in 
''compliance with their Sovereign's positive orders, would not 
" bear a good construction in the world, and at any rate would 
" not bear the examination of their friends and relations ; and that 
" it was such a party, as would in the sequel produce dishonour and 
"real loss." This officer after having spoke so much with some 
warmth, made a pause, and then added " That this was his private 
" opinion ; but as to the rest, he would readily submit to the 
" opinion of his more clear-sighted superiors, and would be com- 
" manded by their pleasure." 

This latter advice having been approved by the Governor, 
who was himself extremely brave, and had a nice sense of honour 
and a great deal of discernment, he moved immediately from 
Tirhoot; and by incessant marches, he arrived at Azim-abad ; from 
whence without alighting at his palace, he went and encamped at 
Djaafer-qhan's garden, at the eastern extremity of the city. There 
he 'was met by Abdot-aaly-qhan, and by the principal noblemen 
of Az{m<<abad, such as Akydet-mend-qhan, brother to Emir-qhan, 
add some others, who were also the principal persons of the pro- 
vince,^ and had made haste to pay him their respects. The j^ung 
Gdvertidr, having set open the door of modesty and civility, re- 
ceil^edtheth with an air of equality and brotherly attention (neither 
Cif wMCh^were'in his style, nor in his usual humour) ; and by this 
WHSl-tiihed familiarity and these unusual marks of regard, ht so 
gained *ii]pOn their hearts, that they all resolved to follow his 
forbifin»d; After so good a beginning, he applied himself to the 
buskiess of assembling his forces, and of raising new ones ; and as 

6o 
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F&iz^ly-qhan had the titleof Paymaster, both Mehdy*>neiiiar^^^^ttEli 
and Abdol-aaly-qhan were appointed to confer with the 
the forces and with disbanded officers, for new levies. Orders 
given at the same time to a number of persons of note, to raiito 
forces. Such were Ah*med-qhan-cor6ishy, grandson to Da8d-qfaan« 
p^ni, Shah-djehan-yar, «Sheh-ahmed-eddin, and 8heh-amroUah| 
as well as Kerem-qhan, Gholam-aaly-qhan, and Qhadtim-hasseii- 
^han ; and the same commands were issued to Mahta*djeavent 
and Radja Kyret-chund, and Radja Ram-narain, as weUastothe 
other Gentoo Commanders. They were directed at first to pick«and 
choose the best mounted and the best armed, after which they might 
inlist every able-bodied man that should present. The Zemindars 
of the province likewise were sent for, and those that had con- 
nections with the Governor, or were attached to his person, were 
ordered to attend with their troops. These were Radja Sunder- 
sing, Namdar-qhan of Narhut and Semiti, and Serdar-qhan, as 
well as Camcar-qhan, and some others, as powerful as Sunder*, 
sing himself. Similar orders were sent to Beshin-sing, Zemindar 
of Seress Cotumbah, to Pahluvan-sing,and Surtur-sing, his brother. 
Zemindars of the country of Saharseram and CheinpSr, and to 
Buhrut-sing, Zemindar of Arvul. ' All these came, and offered their 
services, and desired to share whatever fate might befall their Gov^ 
ernor ; and the crowds that presented continually were so great, 
that for a month together the business' of inlisting went on day 
and night ; so that a horse that had already been marked, that is, 
had already been in the service, was sure of being inlisted. In 
that short space of time, there appeared to be borne upon the 
registers no less than fourteen thousand horse, over and above 
the infantry, which taking together the old troops and the new 
ones, may have amounted to as much more ; but their arms did 
not meet with approbation ^ and it was concluded that new levies 
indifferently armed, would never bear the brunt of Mustapba- 
qhan’s soldiers, who were all resolute veterans, and all well mounted 
and well armed, unless indeed when placed behin<i an intrench* 
ment. A vast number, therefore, of pioneers and labourers was 
sent for from all parts of the province, and an intrenchment was 
soon thrown up, that encompassed all the grounds between, ^^e 
tower of Djaafer-qhan’s garden and the dyke or wall raised for 
the security of the suburbs against the waters of a neighbouring 
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lalte* ditch, uras added to the intrendunent, asid the eantb 

dttg^faom it proving somewhat humid, served to form a very good 
raaqMsrl^. without needing any mortar or brickwork. . Towers were 
alto raised at proper ctistances, and cannon placed ; and everyone 
of . them with part of the intervening curtain, was entrusted to an 
officer at the head of his corps. The command of the army was 
divided into several brigades, and every one of them put under 
the orders Of a Commander that could be depended upon. The first 
was Abdol-aaly-qhan, the poor man’s uncle ; the second, Ahmed- 
qhan-cordishy ; the third, Radja Kyret-chund, son to the Prime 
Minister, RAy-rayStn-aalem-chund ; the fourth, Radja-ram-nardin ; 
the fifth, Qhadum-hussein-qhan ; and the sixth, Nassyr-aaly-qhan. 
All these were placed with their brigades at the foot of the in- 
trenchment or rampart, which they watched Asy and night. The 
markets, sutlers, and the other camp-followers were ordered to 
attend behind the tents of each brigade with every necessary ready 
at hand. E^ch Commander had his tcnl^ pitched at the head of his 
troops, with his standard planted before bistent, and bis insignia 
and colours pitched on the rampart ; and every one was ready to 
give a good reception to the enemy. As for me, the most incon- 
siderable of mankind, who was stationed with my younger brother; 
Naki-aaly-qhan, I had, five months ago, quitted Shah-djehan-abad 
by my father’s consent (on whom be nrercy for ever !) It was in the 
month of Zilcaad, in the year 1157; and I had come to Azim-abad, 
to marry in a family which bad loirg ago agreed to the alliance. 
So that in the month of Moharrem, in the year 1158 , 1 espoused the 
daughter of Abdol-aaly-qhan, my own grand-uncle * after which, 
on the 14th of the next month, f took up my post in the Governor’s 
intrenchments, and joined my own destiny to that of my uncle’s, 
who was the principal Commander ; whilst my younger brother, 
JNaky-aaly-qhan, chose to serve under the orders of his paternal- 
uncle, Mehdy-nessar-qban, on whom he was ordered to attend 
with about a hundred horse, which he had brought with him. As 
to me, the Iqast of men, although I was without command, and 
without pay, I chose out of a point of honour to serve that cam- 
paign, intending thereby to shew my gratitude for the favours 
received from the Governor. 

AH these preparatives being made, it was observed likewise 
*that ho placed artillery and troops upon the towers and ramparts 
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of the city, with orders not to admit any 
But he had besides a secondairy intention in 
was to provide against any sadden attack from 
troops, as such an event would haveputinimmifientdaiigeatiotb 
the properties and families of those in the intrenchment^ ? "Uhls 
precaution was also calculated to secure the pfoperliea aod 
families of a numerous body of citizens, who had so oMcSi^iilur-^ 
mured against the wall then rising by the Governor’h'oidOllfillld 
who now acknowledged the benefit they received front' it# All 
these precautions being taken, the Governor resolved to sound 
Mustapha-qhan’s heart, and to ascertain bow far he intondod to 
carry hostilities with him ; although there was no need fndoed 
of any further enquiry, as he had declared himself openly and 
amply enough already. Three persons were pitched upon to wait 
upon him as envoys that had brought a proper message* The first 
of these was Hadji-aalem, the Cashmirian, who went since by the 
name of Hadji-mahmed-qhan. The second was Tadj-eddin, the 
divine, a native of A8d, who had been recommended by Emir- 
qhan, Viceroy of Ilah-abad, to the inspection of the College and 
Mausoleum of S^if-qhan, a building on the water side westward 
of the castle of Azim-abad, and a charming spot, so remarkable 
for its coolness, retirement, salubrity, and umbrage, that it became 
a general resort for the best company ; it was in that delightful 
spot he enjoyed a large pension. The third person, which I do not 
exactly remember, I believe to have been the late Aga Azimdig, 
who had been the eye and the lamp of the famjly of Mahmed- 
qhan, once Devan or intendant of the province of CabSI. These 
three venerable personages were sent to Mustapha-qhan with the 
following message : If by your departure frotn M 8 reh 8 d»ifbad 
you have intirely renounced the service of His Sublimei Highness, 
and you intend absolutely to forget us, and to quit this country^ 
we, out of regard to past friendship and to past timss, request 
that our friends and guests do please to alight at our houses, 
and to tarry at least two or thee days in our hab^at^ans, that 
Ufe may once more enjoy each other's company, and ham iUewist 
time to accommodate our guests with such carric^os, ttntjs^. and 
necessaries as they may want for their future journey ; the more 
so, as this will, likesoi^e put it in our pomr jo say/aroweijjtp each 
other, Bujt if the discontent you have conceived against 





^risamif pnite^kx^*^ f!W,fW^ 

if^ffllf^t^i- 1 ojf^,,9fy.feryiyfy fersp:^r- 
. yi^yip* «th^ hand, it yh^d fa*w amt^thot 

^tmR Oitainad from the prese»cg the. Imperial 

j^^e^ f>r,i^,j(^efy^ptetft of thif province,, pleam. to fpt:ns .Sftf 
it, ti^jaipmdP peaceably quit this country, .and 4fli^0P: «? /« 
yourJE^/^ee^nqyvithoutqnyfghting and without dispute** The 
^jxvoys found Musts^harqhjaii encamped eastin'ard of .the town of 
Afopgylii’f nnd ofter having delivered their message, they were 
immediately dismissed with this answer : — ** Gentlemen, my inten- 
tion is, neither to renew my connections with the majestuous in 
war,{y)) nor to quit this country as a traveller,. My inttmtion 
is, to wrest it out of your hands ; and as you oeem so solicitous 
about Patents, and about the right of taking possession of this 
Prpvince, / inform you, that I have in my hands, for such a 
proceeding, the very same patent which your uncle produced 
when he wrested Bengal from Ser-efraa^han" Here he paused, 
and^hen added this verse :— 

" We must see what is the Almighty s pleasure in this nf air I* 

. After delivering lumself in that strain, he put this question 
to the Moluyy or Doctor of Divinity : Mr. Moluvy, suppose that 
you are surrounded on one side by unconverted Infidels, and on 
the other by blaspheming Shismaticks and suppose / happen 

to have enough power to destroy either these or those / which 
are we, in your opinion, to put to the sabre first f The Moluvy 
who comprehended his aim, but thought proper to dissembki, 
answered with modesty, *' That if the Infidels be in arms and in 
opposition, it is lawful to fall upon them ; but that it mas not 
lawful to kill the Mussulmen, although they should be sectaries 

(go) whose principal name was tfekab»C.djut^. 

(^i) Ithe Sunliiestof which sect were the Aff^hans, acltnowle4ge four men to be 
' tlwStat lawful QhallCi, orsuooessorsto Mtdiammed, to wit, Ab8>beir, Omar, Osman, 
Sad- Airijr* ' Tbp Shyahs or SMstnatteha, on the contrary, ahrii as the Petriana and 
' Aal^«ac4y«<|han'S fandly, adtnosriedge only the fourth ; and by r^ecting the rime 
eSlwm whom riuy 'load' udrii I mprecations and abuse, they offend the Sudnies^ 
wfcCm iOmy lasdbi lSiplISSlilu^ andCrhoatlgwiatiae them with the epithet Jri^bnri^s 
or N m tt k ot H ors. ' <■> 
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to reetaim them from their errors, it amoitgst'the fnttitori*! 
o$$s actions which man can perform. * Mustaphajq^an^ repliM $ 
Say jon so Doctor f Then we d^er greatly ; for act o rMnjg tethio 
doctrines of our awn teachers, blasphemers kre'wrse than uh*> 
informed Infidels^ and they must be served first ^ after wJiiCh 
the others may be minded in their turn. Theccmvemitttio'n hatt- 
ing taken such a tuitii the Mohivy said not a word nrore/ ainf lie 
took his leave immediately. The envoys, on being returned home, 
reported word for word what they heard ; and the Governoi^, who. 
was already disposed for an engagement, now became eaget for 
it. A report was then current that Mustapha-qhan, in the- pride 
of his heart, had distributed amongst his friends and soldiersii 
the houses of the inhabitants of the city, and especially those of 
the Governor’s friends. The report added, that each particular 
house was already allotted to each particular man ; and that' after 
the victory, each house would be made over to its new owner, 
with the furniture, riches, women and children it contained, in 
full property. But God did not approve the iniquitous scheme ; 
•and as it did not fail to make the deepest impression on my mind, 
which from that moment became a prey to sorrow and anaiety, 

I resolved to look out for my destiny in the book of Hafyz 
of Shiraz, whose verses may be said to be so many unerring 
oracles of futurity, and the intelligible tongue of the invisible 
one ;( 32 ) and on opening that book, with the proper rites, the 
first verses that occurred at the head of the page were these : 

Do thou leMre that inatter to thj God 1 and make thyself ea^ ; 

" For il thine enemy shall not hare pity on thee, thy God will." 

And thanks be due to God, Almighty, that this oracle came to bb 
verified literally. 

Mustapha-qhan, on his arrival at Monghyr, had ordeted his 
nephew, Abdol-r8ss81-qhan, to insult the fort with his twigAde, a 
ruinous fortification, which although quite neglected, had some 
renown. The Governor and his little garrison put thdm^lves 

(3a) The poesies of Hafys are 4x>osalted oo.fntttfitjr alf^over. Panda asdrlsdis, 
just as were the Virgtliane^^ two hundred years after Augiistus* But, however, 

the Coran is the.chief book of divination amcMgst all .Muasnlinen ; and amoagst 
the Shyahs in particulv, the Coran, and also Jlhair Komdai md Miia dans with 
a variety of rites and ceremonies. 



dMtir«iB«nnNik lieieimMlyiiD.'thiil officer's CfnoMi, aJig^ttli) ka4 
fiuttiag^HiaMciffattlie'lieadol hiS'miiii, he eoeimtedsto^ tiie assMilti 
ib'idi-iMaiit the besiq;mgottqK>n tfaewalty andsciiedllie foeti 
hiits^dr Was thehr^ leader's destiny that, as he i«as standing bden* 
the-' seeendgatei and exhorting his men to beipiick, tewashSted 
ontrig^. bjittB stone that fell upon him on its being loosened bjr 
sSie of: the- garrisen nho’ stood above. The place was not sodi 
an acquisition as could compenssde the loss of so valiant* an 
officer and Muat8pha*qhan severely^ felt that heavy blow, 
although for fear of discouragjing his people, he thbugjht proper 
tb dissemble.; for Abdol-r8ss8i-qhan was his right 'hand>man and 
Sin offiter of tried valour and conduct. After having tarried three 
days tiiere, and complied with the custom of ordering the music 
COplayrior this success, he took away some pieces of canhOti 
with some ammunition from the fort, and departed for Azimo 
bhad. His approach redoubled the vigilance of the pe<qde within' 
the intrenchment ; and the Governor, in particular, gave Idmself 
no rest day and night in visiting every part of it. He ordered 
Mehdy-nessar-qhan to see that the six Commanders, mentioned 
above, made their rounds in person by day( 33 ) as well as by 
night. He was himself everywhere, and giving his orders occa> 
sionally. On a Thursday, about sunrising, as every oiie was at 
his post, and upon his guard, Mustapha-qhan made his appeaiv 
ance and having examined the intrenchment, he went into some 
groves of mangoe trees that were close by ; and from thence he 
divided his army in two brigades, one of which*he gave in com- 
mand to B81end-qhan the Rohilla, whilst he kept the other to 
himself. This disposition being made, he came out of the gpoves, 

^d ordered B81end-qban to wheel round, and to penetrate into 
the intrenchment by that part that closed with the city wall ; by 
which, manoeuvre he would fall on the enemy’s rear. He followed 
himself aad be attacked the intrenchment in front, but at the j),, 
otiim eitremity qf the same, where commanded Radja Sunder-shig, attackaidcar. 
Radja Kyret-chund, and the other Gentoo officers. B81end-qhan menb* roo^ 
fiaving advanced by the Iiorse<>market, and a part of Djaafer-qhan's Azim.abad. 

—I ' ' ^ ■■■■ i, „ ...T P 1 In , 

(33) This has a tefersnce to the climate of India where, for the greatest parts 
Olthe year, people are spent and faint in the heat of the day, especially betwixt the 
oreaoon and alternoon, but brisk aad lively, and always up alinost the whble night. 





garden^ tiuwed idie i«tt«ii4dttiieat^f1tndfie #dp (Dtr tlli ld^ t^ dddiyj4i^i^^ 
euttd bis«4Qni Sfiyd«aaly, «s well as upon 'Mttaa. 
in*lftw to>^Mttrtezevi-<^ian, all of drhem were 'Slalfielid^ l^t- ' 
paif. On tke fint onset, Nassjrr-aaly-qhan wats wbttt^ed^i^d0'4‘’ 
sadtre, and fdl dead ; and he was instantly fotlowed'by Sil^<4idlj|r, 
and MiEza>Rama«auii ; and ^Nadier-qhan*meVadr being' wdlmde^* 
fled for his life ; and thus B81end>qhan got within the iniKih^^'' 
ment. Those that defended it, took fright and fled ; httd - Mi 
A%hans finding tents and shops, full of effects, fell a plundering 
without minding anything else. Meanwhile, Mustapha-qllilh 
having on his side turned the intrenchment, attacked and 
it at once, making a great slaughter of its defenders; Ghasft 
qhan the BabSzSian, and Sunder-sing's sdn4n-law, with theil* 
troops, were there put to the sword ; everything was in 
fusion instantly. Sunder-sing with a few persons who stood bf 
him, mixed with the six or seven thousand Afghan horse that 
thronged in, and was lost amongst them ; nor did Mkistapha-qbaii 
mind him any more, but went forwards, where his people mSktttg 
a slight discharge of arrows, Zulficar>qhan-mevari, and Kyret> 
chund, the Gentoo, who chanced to be stationed there, were both 
wounded, and fled with as many of their people as could escape 
the sabre. On sight of this, the brigades and Commanders 
appointed to defend that part of the intrenchment, lost courage, 
and fled on all sides ; and there remainec^ before the Governor,' 
only an empty space of ground, over which Mustatflia^qHan waii 
advancing with a thick body of men, on One side, wh^t the 'Gov* 
ernor. was advancing on his elephant, on the other. ' He lOdked 
neither confounded, nor dismayed^ akhoogh he had by this time 
no more than two hundred horse; and one hundred and fffi^ 
musqueteers about his person. Cam'-car-qhan, and Zen-mest-qhatt', 
were amongst those two hundred horse, as were abodt efgHif riiore 
from several corps, and mostly from Mir'bedr-el DehPi, affdffii^r' 
usu^ly called Sdyedet-aady-qhan ; there were somd fe'W' men blf 
note more. Mehdy-nessar-qhan, with Nafcy>ttaly*qhah krid iSftK 
ecram, and five or six others- more, were upon inf thhcSinibill* 
and speaking to -l%eh-faamid-eddin, the TucnoVikif,' when 
sodden revolution happened. This man was at th^ head of s^en 
hundred men, as well as Sheh-amrolIah> another Commandeir of 
seven hundred men more ; and he exhorted them both to marill 
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i huk no onie W!duldfiibve.- dS^ that 
tlMi/iSira^or six man that:; ^tuck ta him he ran forwardsi and 
ct^a^ arHIi.. the Governor’s, elephant. By -this time^ Mustapha^ 
^ban h^iag. neari was seen making signs with both hands to his 
people. to dnrrputid him* He was also heard to cry out : This is 
HUikei Djunjgi take cate to bring him alive. Hekim-shah being 
ihe .fqremost of the enemies^ jumped from his horse, and ^ms mak* 
ing to him vdth two or three more,, when he was encountered by 
three or four, of the six that were with Mehdy>^nessar-qhan ; and 
they engaged sharply. The Governor by this time was advanc*- 
ing with a firm countenance, and shooting arrows incessantly ; 
at the same time he dispatched a man to Abdol-aaly-qhan, to 
order him to come immediately to his assistance with his whole 
brigade^ This officer, as well as two or three other Commande- 
ers more of that part of the intrenchment, knew nothing of the 
works having been carried with slaughter and destruction ; and 
he answered that it was improper in people upon an intrenchment, 
to mount a horse ; that he was at his post with his brigade ; and 
that if the enemy should break in, he would not fail to do his 
dntyi Whilst he was speaking, another man came with this 
message : Whenever my business shall be effectually done, and 
myself shall be amongst the slain, of what use can your coming 
be to me then f On hearing these words, he mounted immediate- 
ly, and with a small number of men that followed him, he went 
towards the Governor. 1 was one of that small number, and a 
few horsemen more ; and as we were advancing, we discovered 
Mustapha-qhan retreating, his people in confusion* flying out of 
the intrenchment, and Zin-eddin-qhan standing on the parapet,^ 
and making a great fire of musquetry and rockets upon a body of 
Rohillas, who with their Commander mounted on an elephant, were 
ill cohfusion, and flying on all sides. Abdol-aaly-qhan on sight 
*of thisi guessed what must have happened ; and he said aloud : 
Out master has f aught such a battle^ and we^ his soldiers, have 
been, idle this while / Having said these few words, he with the 
the 'few that stood by him, ran towards a spot out of the reach of 
the' fire of the intrenchment, where Mustapha-qhan with those 
about him, was making a stand, and rall 3 rtng his people with the 
hand, and voice. But the Governor perceiving Abdol-aaly-qhan’s 
•prec^tation from the parapet, sent him an absolute comthand tO' 

6i 
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coiUe tb him immediately ; and the pe^sseag^r^ 
he meant by exposing himself and the few brave 
by him to a certain death, with no prospect of a4vaetage/a|; 
Come te me/’ says jrour master/ assemble yaur fUspeped 
people, and see what the Lord of victory shall perform fbi;,tta 
to-day.” Abdol-aaly-qhan’s friends had been alres^dy intreating 
him to forbear ; but he was so ashamed to have done nothing, and 
so angry and passionate, that instead of listening to what they said; 
he put his horse on a gallop ; when at that very moment he w;as 
overtaken by the messenger, and brought back* By this tinin 
the sun was in the meridian ; and the heat had become so insai{fr« 
able, that Mustapha-qhan who felt the consequences of it, having 
considered that numbers of his people were wounded, numbers 
of his bravest friends killed, the rest disheartened, and fainUng 
with heat, did not think proper to renew the attack ; but retired 
at a slow pace to his camp, which was upon the little P8n«^p8n' 
at less than a cosse distance from the enemy. Arrived there, he 
ordered cannon to be planted in the mango-groves, and an in- 
cessant lire to be made on the intrenchment. 

It was only after this retreat that we learned what had hap- 
pened before our coming up, and how Mustapha-qhan bad been 
defeated. That General having broke in the intrenchment at 
once, and filled every part of it with confusion and terror, thought 
that all was over ; when the Governor, who found himself almost 
alone, resolved not to survive his shame, and advanced towards 
him, with intention to sell his life at a dear rate. He was inces- 
santly shooting arrows from his elephant ; and his guards, armed 
with heavy musquets, ^vere firing as they advanced ; as did some 
few men on horseback that followed some Radjahs, and at last 
engaged the enemy. Mustapha-qhan, on observing the Governor, 
pointed to his people who he was, and he ordered that he should 
be brought alive. Whilst he was yet speaking Hekim-shah, Who^ 
was one of the bravest and the most zealous of his friends, having 
drawn after him three or four brave men more, engaged three or 
four of the six that followed Mehdy-nessar-qhan, but soon fell 
ileadof his wounds, as did Dil-shah, another brave who l^deome 
to hand-blows. Mustapha-qhan was near now ; and the twei 
Generals seemed eager to engage each other, when his elepl^ht- 
man being wounded with a musqaet-ball, fell down sprawl!^ iir; • 
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; 'teddieantmal having aodiiver, tutnedto^ the ieft and 
atM seemed an much frightened and out of its sensMi that 
Hfustapha^^qhani afraid lest the animal should car^ him away and 
ahatch the victoiy out of hfs handSi jumped down and advanced 
ou' jfoOt» sabre in hand» expecting that others would follow his 
exiunple, and soon form a circle round his person with which he 
might surround the Governor. His ill destiny would it so, that 
hts people mistaking his intention^ fancied that he had fallen down 
for the same reason which had brought down his driver ; and 
they fell into confusion immediately, after which most of them 
fled out of the intrenchment ; and their General after having said 
n few words upon such a reverse of fortune, reluctantly followed 
his people on foot ; nor was he thought of, or recollected, but 
when he was out of the intrenchment ; then only did his people 
think of^ him, and they brought him a horse. As by this time his 
people were now in confusion, dispersed, and incapable to hear 
any command, he went a little farther, and ordered the music 
to strike up in sign of victory, in hopes of enticing his troops 
•round his person ; but they were incapable of hearing him, and 
their General, finding all his efforts vain, followed the runaways. 
The Governor seeing the enemy out of the intrenchment, rallied 
as many of his people as he could, and passed the ramainder of 
the day and the whole night on horseback, ready to receive the 
enemy. It was at that time, that it became known that Radja 
Sunder-aing^s brigade, after having opposed the enemy as w-ell 
as they could, had been broke at last, and overthrown ; and that 
Mustapha-qhan, without minding him any more, had gone on, and 
put to flight Radja Kyret-chund with his brigade ; whilst BSlend- 
qhan having also broke into the intrenchment, was plundering 
the tents, and filling eveiy part with terror and confusion. Sunder- 
sing, I say, who saw such a state of things, and not a standard 
standing, not a single pair of colours displayed, concluded that 
the Governor had been killed, and that all was over ; and he fled 
with as many of his men, as had escaped the sabre. His example 
was followed by Radja Beshen-sing, by Mahammed-djemal, and 
"hy tome other Commanders of small note, who all turned their 
backs, and fled. Some took shelter within the city walls, and 
mahy more in Djaafer-qhan’s garden and in the groves adjoining, 
Sts well as on the water side ; and thus one full half of the 
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intrencfament remained without .aman^ddfend 
remain even a trace of the army-market, and of the tenlallroioidai 
and standards that had been standing there in the meir<niigi Thh 
whole became an empty waste, as far as the eye canid cettclk . 
The other troops stationed at that part of the intrenchmeiit that 
joined the city westward, seeing such a state of things, feft^bat 
station, and turned towards the eastern part, where Idnstapteii- 
qhan was then, and where they thought the greatest effoHs imM 
be made. The Governor, who was everywhere, and gaVt hiS . 
orders everywhere, passed the day in a small incommodious tmt 
pitched at a small distance from Abdol-aaly-qhan's, and the 
in that Commander’s tent, where he used to take some rest ; 
whilst that Commander, with myself the last of men, and Mehdyiw 
nessar-qhan, and Naky-aaly-qhan with some guards, watched 
over his person. Once the Afghans approached by night, near Uie 
intrenchment, and threw some rockets in it, to try how people werp 
upon their guards, for they intended a surprise. But this stratagem 
was defeated by the alertness of Mehdy-nessar-qhan, who ran 
everywhere, and gave order that the troops should not move from 
their stations, but should fight in their posts, without minding 
anything else. This order tranquillised the troops ; and the 
confusion which was already rising, subsided at once. The next 
day the enemy cannonaded so vigorously, that a great number of 
men and horses were maimed by their bsdls. Those that, were at 
some distance within the intrenchment, were losing every moment 
a horse or a limb ; but those that were close at the foot of 
suffered nothiifjg;. For five days together, the cannonade went op 
at the same rate. The seventh, which was a Wednesday of the 
month Sefer, the spies gave notice that to-morrow Mulstapha* 
qhan would decamp, and continue his march. This advice having 
engaged the Governor to assemble his council, he a^ked them what 
they thought of the intelligence. The wisest amongst them Wene 
of opinion 'Hhat Mustapha-qhan was not a man to depart without 
trying another engagement; that meanwhile the troops ought 
to be ordered to get ready to receive the enemy and. 

« every preparative ought to bo ma<^ ; after wbinb. th^ 
wait what fate would produce for then^ ; but that by all 
“vanquished troops must be kept behind the intrenchmeiit, 
“ whereas those that had stood their groi^nd, andfought the enei|ty> 



ii{ni*ib^flasilr.ff* jfVccordlt^l^ 
idiiddi ttily^han, and AKmcd^^ad-cotdtsfiyi; and Shch^j^Hati^yair 
aHhbQlMdimi*tiiiss8in>qluin, jend some odiera; warn put* at tNe haad 
4if.ao‘auuiybrig8dea|tliatwttreto mardioat; and DjesvMt-nagfutf, 
and' NaiBder*i^Mm;'Radja nf Meliin, whh'his three brntfiars,- abd 
tibafecegimeBt^togetherwith the bodyguards, and'MehUy^essar. 
^^han, breve, ordered to attend the Governor ever^here ; but those 
^ tind'iiadS'felt the' weight of tha Afghan sabre, like Radja Kyret- 
dnind^ and Znlficsri-qhan, and some otheib, were ordered to remain 
.wHhin the Uktrenchment; At day>break, the Governor made hie 
morning prayer, recommended himself to God Almight 3 r’s safe- 
guard, and mounted, followed by Abdol-aaly-qhan, who had about 
fifteen hundred horse With him. The Governor himself had a 
thousand more, as well as a thousand musqueteers preceded by a 
few tocket men and two or three swivels. A little after, Mustapha- 
qhan’s cavalry appeared out of. the mango-groves on the south 
ol the intrenehment, whilst his artillery was advancing westward. 
This being observed' by Mehdy-nessar-qhan, he canie up and 
deured Abdol-aaly-qhan to attend to that manisuVre ^ as it be- 
came necessary to prevent the enemy’s taking possession of the 
*' mound that retained the waters of the lake. Otherwise,” added 
he ” if they succeed in taking post thereon, it will be impossiUe 
” to shew one’s self in the plain below, because they would fire 
** from behind a cover, add we from an open plain.” This advice 
being approved fay Abdol-aaly-qhan, he from that moment in- 
clined to the left ; and the Governor went on with the highroad, 
but inclining towards the right, at about a gunshot from die 
former. Whilst Abdol-aaly-qlmn was advancing wddi bis brigade, 
in which I was myself, the eneady had already crossed the plain, 
turded the mound, and taken possession of that strong post, from 
wheade they immediately commenced firing with their cannon ; 
at the'aame time M8rteza-qhan, son to Mustapha-qhan, alighted 
from -his horse widi a large number of men which he stationed 
at the right and left of the post, to support the cannon ; and 
that General himself having closed with the extremity of the 
dyfce^ shut up the empty space betwixt that extreiniiiy and the 
highroad, and stopped his elephanf over a^^nsl that of the 
Governor’s^ wlvo was. advancing on that road- . -The empty spaqe 
between die father and son was immediately filled' iqibysa-aumhar 
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of >rave AfghafiSt who ranged themselves stra^hl' and 
formidable an appearance as Alexander’s wall(34) ; fromwlibct^ 
with their long«musquets, they commenced a terrible&^ 1^ 
tance between them and us being not above an arcbwshot. tn 
a little time most of thbse at my right and left wera wouncfed and 
slain, or had their horses sprawling on the ground. Amongst 
these proved to be one of Abdol-aaly-qhan’s best, friends, who 
having lost his horse, came to request my assistance. *1' ordered 
therefore the elephant to kneel, and took the man behind my 
h^odah ; but whilst the elephant was rising, a musquet-ball came, 
and struck the man again, and I thought it had gone through his 
body ; but by good luck, it had been slackened by the folds of his 
girdle, and by the thickness of his belt. At that moment another 
ball came which wounded me in the arm ; it burned and tore off 
the flesh, but spared the bone. The driver of Abdol-aaly-qhan’s 
elephant received two musquet-balls at the same time, and tumbled 
down, but did not die. Abdol-aaly-qhan desired Rahman-qhan, 
who sat behind him, to supply the driver’s place, and took the 
driver behind, whom he placed where Rahman-qhan had been. 
The engagement jtiecame hot now, and people fell down every 
moment. T^s*being disliked by one of Abdol-aaly*qhan’s officers, 
w'hose ^ame was, I believe, Mirza-fate-ollah, as brave a man as 
ever fought in a battle, he selected a small number of musqueteers, 
and although wounded himself in the Toot, and hardly able to 
move, he brought them before AbdoI-aaly»q);ian’s elephant, and 
w^as encouraging and directing their fire ; but that made by the 
enemy proved so hot, that our people, unable to stand it, com- 
.menced lagging and skulking behind. So that there remained on 
the field of battle only about three hundred horse, with some 
infantry under the command of Abdol-aaly-qhan, Ahmed-qhan- 
cor^ishy, Shah-djehan-yar and Qbadum-huss6in.^han. At this • 
sight Abdol-aaly-qhan sent to the Governor to inform him" that 
matters went ill with them, and that unless they were^sujppoited, 

<S4) Although Quinte-euroo is too fond of hb hero,, to say a word of. It 
appears by all the Oriental historians that Alexander built Such a wall 
shores of the Caspian Sea, and the mountains, and shut that spaca* of two Ijvlgiiios 
in length, against the Turks' or Scjrthlans. TJ^ia vail exiiOs to this day, is oalW 

Dtrb^nd, tior does tradition itself attribute the fOjuodMioa cd it . 

to mny but to jfjiorMdirr 
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tlii^W0iiH(Yiitbe aMe to advance# That he ho|»ed He irirould come 
^^al^ancei aa^iis appearance alcnie wduid encotbmfpG 
hia people to renew ihetr attack;*’that otherwise whatever* waa 
tpibefatl them# would ha^ipen^ but then the battle would be as good 
as lost. The Governor on this message wanted to advance, but 
was overruled by Hadji-ahmed, his father; so that finding no assist- 
ance came to us# we recommended ourselves to God# like people 
that coiild not expect to return from that engagement. At this 
veiy time Mustapha-qhan on his elephant made his appearance 
from behind the mound ; and we all concluded that the Afghans 
were coming to an attack : when Fate-ollah-qhan with his mus- 
queteers joined us# and commenced firing ; and at the first fire he 
brought down Mustapha-qhan*s driver# as well as his standard- 
bearer. Bbth standard-bearer and standard rolled together down# 
and I know not why# but at this sight# I cried out r Wc have 
beaten them. So I hope in God ; and I accept the omen, answered 
Abdol-aaly-qhan# with three ohter Commanders that were with him. 
At these words they plucked up fresh courage# pushed their ele- 
phants forwards# got upon the mound# and finding M8rteza-qhan 
there with his Afghans# they engaged them briskly. From thence 
we could descry the Governor# who having got rid of his father# 
was advancing in haste# preceded by a large body of men# who 
with their rockets# wall-pieces# and long musquets# were doing a 
great *deal of execution# whilst marching. This added spurs to the 
courage of all of us# who were engaged with the Afghans# and 
l^hting with the sabre body to body ; in which way the business 
of wounding and killing went on so briskly# that# I saw in a mo- 
ment about forty or fifty of the bravest Afghans wounded and 
slain. At this very moment# a rising zephyr of victory was spread- 
ing over the Governor's standard ; and in fact that zephyr proved 
tQ be the wind itself# which being westerly# shifted at once to the 
east# and blew all that smoke and dust in the enemy's face. At 
this critical moment# a musquet-ball entered Mustapha-qhan's eye# 
and went* out at his ear ; and that General fell on his face in such 
a manner# that his people took him for dead# lost courage# and fell 
into confusion# and at last fled on all sides. M8rteza-qhan seeing 
hi% father' s elephant returning towards the Afghan camp# guessed 
the reason of such a retreat ; and losing courage# he quitted the 
fleld likewise. It must be observed that as Mustapha^qban ha<i 
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always looked wititk a left invidiotts eye both Wk thfe; RriBic*>’et;lliit, 
faithful, (on whom be peace and |;racefos everl) ( 35 ) siddoa thorid. 
that loved him, he now received his punitiott in his-right 
Was punished a^ he deserved. 7he^overfa6# ha(viii|f first ,pr 6 s»^ 
trated himself on the ground with Abdol«aaly<^han land sohie 
other commanders, in acknowledgment of this victofyy^ordeted tlie 
enemy to be pursued slowly ; and at the same time he command* 
ed the music to play in token of victory. The troops had orders' 
to march in order, as the enemy had rallied by this time, and was' 
retreating with a steady pace, without the least appearance of 
dismay or confusion. But as they had their vrives and families 
with them, and a deal of baggage besides, whenever the carts or 
sumpter beasts were stopped by any impediment, two or three 
thousand of them would stop at the same time with a deal of 
composure, without ever offering to advance a foot, until every 
thing was set to right again, and then only they recommenced 
their march, but with an undaunted countenance, that did not 
look like that of vanquished foes. This countenance of theirs 
having made impression on the Governor, he recommended to his 
men, only to follow the enemy, without betraying too much eager* 
ness. And thus they were advancing slowly, and at the rate of 
one cosse in five hours^ time, stopping each time when the enemy 
stopped, and playing their miisic; and they continued in this 
manner, until the enemy's dust could be no/nore descried. In the 
evening, news came that Mustapha-qhan’s troops had encamped at 
the reservoir called Mety-p 8 r, about which spot the General having 
given some sigjis of life, they descended him from his elephant, 
and put him into his paleky ; in which he recovered his senses 
so far, as to ask how matters went, and being told, he expressed 
a* regret at those repeated reverses of fortune. As soon' as the 
enemy was seen encamped, the Governor returned to his teht, 
where he received the congratulations and nuzurs of His oflBcersi ^ 
on whom he bestowed encomiums according. to thehr respective' 
ranks and merits ; so that every one was satisfied. As me, he ' 

^ ' » ' ' — — — — ^ *..■■■ .— .i. i, .. .1 

(35) The Prince of the Faithful, for the author, is Aaly, and those who love him 
are the Shyahs, who never fail to ascribe sentiments of enmity and aversion to eyery 
one of those who dO not choose to join them in vomiting abuse and’curses against' th^'' 
three Emperors that preceded Aaly ; whereas the Sonnies respect him highly, andt ‘ 
as much sf uyiof'lte othem..' 
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heartily^, and ^loaded me with caresses and compli- 
ment!, %^bably because I was the 6ldest among them. The army 
passed the night under arms. In the morning intelligence was 
received . that Mustapha-qhdh had marched on ; upon which the 
Governor marched immediately, and encamped at the very pla& 
which the eqemy had left. The next day the Afghans marched to 
NobetpSr, still followed by us, who kept them company from stage 
to stage, until they came to Muhabbet-aaly-p8r. 

It was at this place that letters came from Aaly-verdy»qhan, 
announcing his being arrived at Azim-abad, where however he 
could make but a short stay, ** as Mustapha-qhan had exhorted 
Rhago-dji-bhoslah to make an irruption into Bengal, a country 
“ in which, said he, he apprehended they would prove too hard 
both for the uncle and nephew. It is then important, added 
the letter, that you do put a finishing hand to Mustapha-qhan, 

*^as you have cemmencedhim ; and that I should depart for M8r- 
" sh8d-abad to provide against the Marhattas, in such a mannen 
as to render a junction of those two enemies impossible.^' On 
receipt of this letter, the Governor left the command of his army 
to Abdol-aaly-qhan, with Mehdy-nessar-qhan under his orders ; 
and taking that General’s Paleky, with an additional number of 
chairmen, he marched all night, and at day-break, he found him- 
self nqar his uncle’s encampment. A little after, he paid his res- Aaly-verdy- 
pects, and followed him. for a few days ; after which he borrowed ?o suc^u^r hu 
Seradj-ed-ddulah from him, and returned to his army. But hardly 
was he departed, when on the second day Aaly-verdy-qhan alter- 
ed his mind ; and thinking it best to get rid first* of the enemy 
nearest at hand, he turned westward and joined his nephew ; and 
bodi continued pursuing the enemy, as far as Zemeniah, a town 
on the shore of the Ganga, over against Ghazy-p8r, which latter 
is of Ab81-mans8r-qhan’s Government, and inhabited as well as 
Zemeniah, by Afghans. The town was set on fire and plunder- 
ed ; and intelligence coming that Mustapha-qhan had retired to 
Chunar-gfiur, a famous fortress in those parts, the uncle and 
nephew put an end to their pursuit, and returned towards Azim- 
abad, from whence the former continued his route to Bengal, to 
be^ there, in time against the incursions of the Marhattas. 

This retreat afforded Mustapha-qhan. tenure to repair bis 
artillery and his arms, to cure his wounded; 'ahd to a^einble 
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recruits and auxiliaries from all parts* JThe Gk>v^mOrdid the sAlUe 
on his side in Azim-abad, and employed his time in recruiting his 
army, gaining the hearts of his soldieryi quieting the minds of 
the husbandmen, cherishing the farmer, and making every mili- 
tary preparation for tho ensuing campaign. 

As to Aaly-verdy-qhan he made only a stay of a few days 
at Djaafer-qhan*s garden, to finish some affairs of urgent neces- 
sity, and from thence he departed for Bengal. He bad some- 
time before dispatched Munaam-qhan, a gentleman of eloquence 
and abilities, as his Ambassador to Rhago-dji-bhoslah ; and 
having now left with his nephew a Commander of importance, 
called Rehem-qhan, with his whole brigade, he pursued his route. 
Rhago-dji was already on his march, and he had entered the plains 
of Bardevan, when Munaam-qhan overtook him, and proposed 
to compromise matters by an agreement ; but as the Marhatta 
Prince imagined that the proposal arose from mere necessity, he 
asked no less than three Corors of rupees for his forbearance. 
Aaly-verdy-qhan, who was only endeavouring to gain time, spun 
out the negotiation by a variety of delays and artifices for two 
months and-a-half together, in which time Rhago-dji did not 
move. And matters went on slowly, until news arrived of the 
defeat and death of Mustapha-qhan ; and this event having put 
it in Aaly-verdy-qhan's power to reject Rhago-dji's unreasonable 
demands, the negotiation was broke off, and he immediately put 
himself at the head of his army. But we reserve a detail of this 
campaign and negotiation for the following sheets, in which we 
shall mention Che total defeat and death of Mustapha-qhan. 

By this time the dry season drew to an end, and the rainy 
one was going to set in, when the Governor hearing of Mustapha- 
qhan’s preparatives, quitted the city and advanced to meet him, 
resolved to make an end of that obstinate enemy. This General 
had in his sojourn at Chunar-ghur made so good use of the 
money he was possessed of, that he had assembled about his. 
person a great number of Rohillas, with whom he set out for the 
province of Azim-abad, foreseeing that the rains would be soon 
at hand, and that Rhago-dji would not be so early in those parts. 
His intention was to take up his quarters in the Sercar or Dis- 
trict of Shah-abad, where he knew that the Zemindars of the 
country, and especially BabS-advant-sing, and the Zemindar of 
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Djtigdid^^ri were disaatiefied with the Government ; but he also 
intended to 6ght ; convinced that if he came to gain a consider- 
able advantage everything would follow victory ; and if he should 
chance to be killed, he would be rid of all his troubles, for by 
this time his money drew to an end. Qut he knew that should 
the Governor, on account of his apprehensions from the Marhattas, 
delay his departure from his Capital, the river Sohon would swell 
by the neat rains, and would become an effectual bar to his advanc- 
ing towards the Afghans ; by which event himself (Mustapha- 
qhan) would be at full leisure to come to an understanding with 
the Zemindars of the Shah-abad, and would be enabled to quarter 
his army there, and to collect all the revenues of that district. 
He concluded therefore that, recruited by such good quarters, 
and supplied with money, he would have it in his power to wait 
for Rhago-dji ; or should that General be already about MSrshSd- 
abad, this would afford to himself time enough to repair thither, 
and to effect a junction ; after which he reckoned that a good 
account might be given of Aaly-verdy-qhan. He knew likewise 
that good recruits might be found in the Marhatta camp, for his own 
troops, and was resolved to take his chance, happen what it would. 

All these projects were overset by the Governor, who guess- 
ed at every one of them by the mere keenness of bis genius, 
and resolved to be beforehand with his enemy. He set out im- 
mediately with an army of fourteen thousand horse, having with 
him two new officers of distinction, namely, Sbeh-din-mahmed, a 
relation of Ser-b81end-qhan^s (the same whom S^if-qhan, Govern- 
or of PSraniah had sent to his uncle’s assistance?), and Rehem- 
qhan the Rohillah, another officer whom Aaly-verdy-qhan had 
left with his whole brigade, as a man of courage and conduct. 
The Governor, after a few days’ march, forded the Sohon ; and 
the second day, he reached the plain, which is near Djugdis-p8r, 
where he encamped in an open ground that had a little river in 
front ; and as the enemy was now very near, the Azim-abad army 
passed thit whole day under arms, and at night part of it only 
was awake. The Governor himself passed the greatest part of 
the night in putting up prayers to the Supreme Judge of disputes ; 
and at day-break, having finished his morning prayer, he mount- 
ed his elephant, and ranged his army in battle array. His father, 
Hadjt-ahmed, insisted on their making use of the same method 
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that had succeeded so well lately, to wit^ entrenching themselvesi 
and fighting the enemy from behind a rampart. But this advice 
was vigorously opposed by Mehdy-nessar-qhan, and some other 
Commanders of approved valour an (f conduct, who argued in this 
manner : “ 'Fhe first time,'' said they, we were beaten, and the 

enemy was our conqueror ; but now the scales are turned ; he 
“ has been beaten, and we are his conquerors. If we follow the 
“ advice of retrenching ourselves, we give him the very advant- 
“ age he is desirous to have. The rainy season is at hand, and 
“we shall in consequence of such a dilatory warfare be soon 
“ obliged to return to the city ; whereas he shall remain on the 
“ other side of the Sohon, and protected by this mighty river, 
“ he shall enjoy the revenues of one full half of the province 
“ (and we doubt very much whether the other half is so rich ) ; but 
“ this is not all. At the end of the rains you shall find your enemy 
“ stronger than ever by his junction with the Marhattas." This 
advice being that which the Governor approved in his heart, he 
ordered Abdol-aaly-qhan, who commanded his vanguard or first 
line to march slowly, as if to look out for a place to entrench 
himself, but with injunctions to fajl immediately upon the enemy 
the moment he should see him deluded into some security, so as 
to keep him engaged until he should come up himself. This 
order was executed with no less ability than it had been conceived. 
We had hardly advanced at some distance, when we perceived 
Mustapha-qhan dividing his army in two parts, one of which he 
led himself to action, whilst he gave the other to B81end-qhan ; and 
this last officei' was advancing, when a ball of a cannon coming 
from behind us, struck the elephant he mounted, and brought him 
down. Immediately a fluctuation was perceived in his corps ; 
which being perceived by' Mustapha-qhan he advanced himself 
with his division, and all fell sabre in hand, like a storm of light- 
ning and hail upon D48d-qhan, who was advancing and firing with 
the field-pieces under his command. In an instant the Afghans 
put to flight the troops that attended him ; but that bfficer dis- 
daining to fly, stood his ground with seventeen men that did not 
quit him, and he fell in the field of braves, leaving an honourable 
name behind. On sight of Dd8d-qhan's fate, the troops which 
were advancing to his assistance, stopped short, and fled to a 
man ; and Mustapha-qhan having trampled this flying body under 
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«lij8 foOti turned' upon Qhudum-faSssCin-qhan^ oo his left ; and a 
sharp . 4Ungageinent ensued between them, in which Qhadum- 
.fattss6in-qhan fell dead with fifty or sixty of 'the bravest that 
fought by his side. Abdd-aaly-qhan observin|^ that the army 
was intimidated by so much slaughter, resolved to make a stand 
with a small body that had not quitted him ; and as the artillery 
impeded the ground, and the oxen linjced together, hindered his 
passing, .he ordered the ropes that held them to be cut asunder ; 
after which be went forwards, and was joined by Mehdy-nessar- 
qhan, with five or six gentlemen more, amongst whom was Naky- 
aaly-qhan, my brother, who had been forsaken by his people. 
These six heroes swore they would share our fate ; and a moment 
after, Sheh-djehan-yar and Radja Sunder Sing, who were behind 
with a dozen of troopers, joined us. This body was soon reinforc- 
ed by Rehem-qhan the Rohilla, who made his appearance from 
the right with fifteen and sixteen men armed with spears. Abdol- 
aaly-qhan then finding himself so luckily reinforced, advanced 
towards Mustapha-qhan, as did the latter towards him. At this 
critical moment, and whilst we were advancing, a musket-ball, 
coming from I know not what quarter, bitted Mustapha-qhan in 
the heart, and went through and through his body ; but by this 
time our small troop had exerted themselves so bravely that the 
ground was strewed with his dead and wounded. The rest see- 
ing their General slain, and such a slaughter about his elephant, 

. did not think it proper to contend any more, and fled every one 
as his mind prompted him ; even his son that brave intrepid 
soldier, hearing of his father’s death, turned about and fled. The 
Governor arriving at this time, ordered Hashem-aaly-qhan, his 
gentleman usher, to get up on the elephant, and to bring down 
Mustapha-qhan’s head ; and this having been done, it was im- 
mediately fixed on a spear, and sent through the ranks ; after 
which it was sent to the Emperor (Mahmed-shah). But his body 
was sent to Azim-abad, with orders to commit it to the earth, 
after having carried it through the market and through the prin- 
cipal streets. The order was going to be executed ; but the in- 
humation was opposed by Mir-mahmed-mergeshy, one of the 
most illustrious S6yds, born at ShSster, in Iran, (36) a personage 

(36) This ShSster is called S8ss in registers, and is the Susa of the GrasJes, 
one of the ancient Capitals of the Persian Empire. 
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remarkable for his piety and v^ue, who had once undertaken to 
bring about a pacification between the two parties. This gentle- 
man affirmed that he had seen in a dream the Prince of Saints, 
Aaly MSrtesa/fyl) orders to strike that inimical 

Afghan with a sabre ; and as he did not obey instantly ^ His Majes^ 
ty had taken the sabre himself and smitten him twice and-a^ 
half upon his own loins. ,The holy man hearing that the Afghan's 
body had been severed from his head, and would be committed 
to the earth, after having been rolled through the city, fastened 
to an elephant’s foot, said that he was sorry for it; for according 
to his dream, his body was first to be cut in two, and then only 
buried. These words having been reported to the Governor, he 
ordered the body to be cut in two, and one part to be hung at the 
western gate, and the other at the eastern ; and this order having 
been executed, after a deal of time his members became offensive, 
and having been let down, each part was buried whefe it had 
been hanging. MSrteza-qhan, who whilst others were yet fight- 
ing, had quitted the field with numbers that followed him, probably 
had remembered the Poet’s saying: 

Better to live merry with a livin|r friends than to be weepin^^ over 
the body of a dead one.’* 

He thought so himself, and made the best of his way out of 
that scene of slaughter, after which he took shelter in the mount- 
ains ; but Yassa-qhan, brother to Mustai)ha-qhan’s consoA, was 
taken prisoner, and after a few days’ confinement, was dismissed 
with a present of wearing apparel, and some money to bear his 
expenses to hjs home. Dilshir-qhan, son to Shimshir-qhan’s 
sister, and younger brother to Moradshir-qhan, having received 
three wounds, one of which was by a musket-ball which traversed 
his body at the navel, had fallen senseless on the ground, and 
he was reputed dead, when the Governor passing that way, re- 
collected that he had been his play-fellow in his childhood^ and 
observing signs of life in him, he ordered him to be placed on 
his Paleky and carried to his tent, where able Chirurgeons were 
ordered to attend him, but to no purpose ; the wounds proving 
past remedy, he expired the third day. Aalef-qhan, son-in-law 

(37) Aaly’s title is MSrtema or the pleasin|r and agreeable, he being with Maho- 
met the only living man mentioned in the Coran. Mahomet’s title is Mustapha, tje., 
the select. 
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to S^i^&r-qiian^ Was one ofc thofl^who fled with MSrteza-qhan,. 
and saved his life. The Governor^ after having’ returned his 
humble acknowledgments to God Almighty for so signal a 
victory, alighted in Mustapha-qhan’s tent, where he received the 
respects and nuzursof his Commanders and ofiicers. At night he 
retired to Abdol-aaly-qhan my uncle’s tent, where he took plea- 
sure in expatiating with many encomiumk upon his heroical valour> 
and the eminent share he had had in the victory ; and as Musta- 
pha-qhan’s elephant, standard, and kettle-drum had been seized 
by Abdol-aaly-qhan, after the battle, the Governor having order- 
ed the music to play, requested him to keep the whole ; and in 
his letters of congratulation to the Viceroy, his grandfather, he 
requested his interest at Court, to the end that the above insignia 
might be confirmed to his friend. The Viceroy hearing of the 
signal success, obtained by his nephew’s alertness and bravery, 
and informed of the eminent share which Abdol-aaly-qhan, his 
relation, had in it, sent to each of them an elephant, a rich Qhy- 
laat, a poniard, and a sabre with a hilt of gold enriched with 
jewels. The two heroes hearing of these tokens of approbation, 
went out of the city to Djaafe^Lqhan’s garden to receive the pre- 
sents with the usual demonstrations of respect on such occasions ; 
and having their Qhylaats on, they made a profound bow towards 
Bengal, and then mounted together to make their entry into the 
city of Azim-abad, with* a great deal of pomp and magnificence. 
In a couple of months after, a kettle-drum and standard came 
from the Emperor for the brave Abdol-aaly-qhan. 


END OF THE FIFTH SECTION, AND OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 







